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ABSTRACT  

M.arria.ge is a c.ons.cious u.ni.on b.et.ween man and w.oman f.or l.if.eti.me int.egrati.on. 
Ho.we.v.er, dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als r.ec.ords c.ons.eq.uenti.al eff.ects 
such as d.om.est.ic vi.olence, su.ic.id.al ideati.on, d.epr.essi.on, b.urno.ut, em.oti.on.al 
withdraw.al, d.iv.orce and m.urd.er. In N.ig.eria, m.ost p.re.vious eff.orts f.ocus.ed on 
re.l.igious approach witho.ut r.eco.urse to psycho-.em.oti.on.al int.erventi.ons such as 
imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es. This study, 
th.er.ef.or.e, was c.arri.ed o.ut to ex.am.ine the eff.ects of Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy 
(IRT) and Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT) on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 
am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in Cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. It f.urth.er 
asc.erta.in.ed the m.od.erat.ing eff.ects of re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status.  
 
The study was anch.or.ed to Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on, wh.ile the 
pr.et.est-p.ostt.est c.ontr.ol group quasi-exp.eri.ment.al d.es.ign with a 3x3x2 fact.ori.al 
matrix was ad.opt.ed. The multi-sta.ge s.ampl.ing pr.oc.edu.re was us.ed. The s.imple 
rand.om s.ampl.ing t.ech.niq.ue was ut.ilis.ed to s.el.ect th.ree Cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es 
(Immacu.late C.onc.epti.on, O.ur Lady of Fat.ima and C.or.pus Christi) in th.ree senat.ori.al 
distr.icts in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e sc.reen.ed with M.arit.al 
Dissatis.facti.on Sc.ale (α =0.79) and th.ose who sc.or.ed h.igh aga.inst the thr.esh.old of 30 
t.ot.all.ing 96 w.er.e s.el.ect.ed. The p.art.ic.ipants in the ch.urch.es w.er.e rand.omly ass.ign.ed 
to IRT (32), IBCT (31) and c.ontr.ol (33) groups. The instru.ments us.ed w.er.e M.arit.al 
Dissatis.facti.on (α =0.79); R.el.igi.osity (α =0.87); and S.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic Status (α
=0.73) sc.al.es. The int.erventi.on last.ed e.ight we.eks. Data w.er.e an.alys.ed us.ing 
An.alysis of c.ov.ariance and Sch.effe P.ost h.oc t.est at 0.05 l.ev.el of s.ign.if.icance. 
 
The p.art.ic.ipants‘ a.ge was 37.00±0.94 ye.ars, and 56.3% w.er.e f.em.al.es. Th.er.e was a 
s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 
ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es (F(2;77) = 151.781; p.arti.al 2= 798). The p.art.ic.ipants 
exp.os.ed to IRT (61.43) had the low.est m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e, f.ollow.ed 
by the IBCT (3.03) and c.ontr.ol (105.80) groups. The S.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status had a 
s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on (F(2;77)= 4.363; p.arti.al η2= 0.102). 
The p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status (72.83) r.ec.ord.ed the least m.arit.al 
dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e f.ollow.ed by th.ose with m.od.erate s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status 
(86.98) and th.ose with low s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status (91.55). R.el.igi.osity had a 
s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on (F(1;77)= 8.928, p.arti.al η2= 0.104). 
The p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh re.l.igi.osity displ.ay.ed low.er (85.369) m.arit.al 
dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e than th.ose with low re.l.igi.osity (93.368). Th.er.e was a 
s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al 
dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es (F(4;77) = 2.771; 
p.arti.al 2= 126), in f.avo.ur of the p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status in IRT 
group. The int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and re.l.igi.osity was n.ot s.ign.if.icant. The 
th.ree-w.ay int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment, re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status was 
n.ot s.ign.if.icant. 



ix 

Imago re.lati.onsh.ip and Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es r.educ.ed m.arit.al 
dissatis.facti.on, am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, 
N.ig.eria with m.or.e emphasis on re.l.igiousity and s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status. It is 
th.er.ef.or.e, r.ec.om.mend.ed that ind.iv.idu.als pr.ep.ar.ing f.or m.arria.ge should be exp.os.ed 
to th.ese th.er.api.es d.ur.ing p.re-m.arria.ge couns.ell.ing s.essi.ons to c.urta.il m.arit.al 
dissatis.facti.on.   
 
Keywords:  Imago relationship therapy, Integrative behavioural couple therapy, 

Marriage dissatisfaction   
Word count: 484 
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CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background to the Study  

In r.ecent ti.m.es, N.ig.eria has r.ec.ord.ed a g.reat inc.rease in spous.al abuse as a r.esult 

of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong coupl.es. B.et.ween Janu.ary and S.ept.emb.er of 

2017, Lag.os State al.one r.ec.ord.ed a t.ot.al of 852 of such cas.es. Th.ese cas.es w.er.e 

ind.icat.ors that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is on the inc.rease in N.ig.eria (E.ni.ol.a, 2017). 

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is alw.ays ass.oc.iat.ed with the dang.erous state of 

unc.erta.inty in m.arriag.es. F.or instance, Bus.ari (2020) r.ep.orts that a man in Lag.os 

State, So.uth-W.est.ern N.ig.eria l.ock.ed up his w.ife in a one-ro.om ap.art.ment and 

alle.g.edly beat h.er to death ov.er a pat.er.nity scuffle. Instanc.es of phys.ic.al abuse 

abound in the m.edia (b.oth el.ectro.n.ic and pr.int) and in m.ost cas.es v.ict.ims se.em 

to endu.re such m.arriag.es b.ec.ause of the s.oc.i.al st.igma on diss.ol.uti.on of 

m.arriag.es. Also, troubl.ing situati.ons such as phys.ic.al or ment.al abuse, em.oti.on.al 

inf.id.elity and ins.ec.urity, as we.ll as d.ecl.in.ing occ.ur.renc.es of sexu.al int.imacy 

h.ave c.reat.ed s.erious ch.alleng.es to m.arria.ge th.er.apists and psych.ol.ogists 

(B.oisv.ert, Wr.ight, Tr.embl.ay and McDuff, 2011; Sche.er.en, 2016). Little w.ond.er, 

Owu.aman.am and Osank.inta (2005) h.eld that s.om.e m.arriag.es even b.re.ak down 

b.ef.or.e the.ir f.irst ann.iv.ers.ari.es. S.ince the f.am.ily is the foundati.on of the s.oc.i.ety, 

if m.arriag.es ar.e he.althy and stable, and the coupl.es ar.e satisfi.ed, then the s.oc.i.ety 

w.ill be str.ongly bu.ilt.  

M.arria.ge pl.ays an imp.ortant r.ole in human l.ife and the s.oc.i.ety. It is a 

c.omp.onent p.art of human cultu.re that is usu.ally f.orm.aliz.ed by cust.om, law, and 

is occasi.on.ally s.ol.em.niz.ed by re.l.igi.on. As cru.ci.al as m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is to 

the human l.ife, many m.arri.ed coupl.es st.ill exp.erience unh.app.in.ess, s.ep.arati.on, 

d.iv.orce and m.arit.al fa.ilu.re, d.espite the.ir in.iti.al h.igh exp.ectati.ons. Th.ese ar.e 

c.ontr.ary to the usu.al a.ims of m.arria.ge: f.or men and w.om.en to pr.oc.reate, endu.re 

em.oti.on.al aff.ecti.ons, be sexu.ally satisfi.ed and enj.oy c.ompa.ni.onsh.ip, ec.on.om.ic 

co.op.erati.on and f.am.ily f.ormati.on. F.or instance, it was obs.erv.ed in the 

inf.ormati.on re.ve.al.ed by Ud.obang (2018) that a numb.er of coupl.es h.ave 
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exp.erienc.ed s.om.e f.orms of phys.ic.al vi.olence such as batt.er.ing, m.arit.al r.ape and 

m.urd.er in the hands of the.ir spous.es. In c.ont.emp.or.ary ti.m.es, ev.idenc.es abound 

of many m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als who ar.e dissatisfi.ed with the.ir m.arria.ge, ar.e 

unh.appy, and often c.ons.id.er c.ommitt.ing su.ic.ide as a means of esc.ape. F.or 

ex.ample, int.erp.ers.on.al d.iff.iculti.es, such as m.arit.al disc.ords or oth.er f.am.ily 

c.onfl.icts, ar.e the m.ost c.omm.only r.ep.ort.ed reas.ons f.or s.elf-h.arm and su.ic.ide 

(Armita.ge, Panagi.oti, Abdul Rah.im, Ro.we and O'C.onn.or, 2015). F.ost.er (2011) 

and L.inda, M.arroquín and M.iranda (2012) emphasiz.ed that n.egat.ive l.ife events 

and str.ess.es - and the n.egat.ive eff.ects of str.ess - s.erve as a p.otenti.al exp.lanati.on 

f.or occ.ur.rence of su.ic.id.al beh.avio.urs.  

The r.ese.arch.er, h.av.ing w.ork.ed with coupl.es as a Cath.ol.ic pri.est f.or the 

past th.irteen ye.ars, has obs.erv.ed the al.arm.ing inc.rease in the numb.er of 

unsatisfi.ed m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in the s.oc.i.ety d.espite the.ir t.ak.ing the m.arit.al 

vows that ar.e meant to b.ond the couple t.og.eth.er in l.ove and u.nity ―unt.il death do 

th.em p.art.‖ One w.ay to lo.ok at it is that p.erh.aps the g.reat.er maj.ority of 

ind.iv.idu.als that to.ok the vows do.n‘t re.ally und.erstand the pu.rp.ose and th.er.e.by 

f.ind it easy n.ot to ke.ep it t.ill the end. Obviously, m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on has now 

b.ec.om.e a gl.ob.al m.al.aise aff.ect.ing b.oth the v.ict.ims and the s.oc.i.ety, re.g.ardl.ess of 

wh.eth.er the s.oc.i.ety is a d.ev.el.op.ed, d.ev.el.op.ing or und.erd.ev.el.op.ed one.  

S.im.il.arly, h.appen.ings am.ong Christian m.arri.ed p.ers.ons in r.ecent ti.m.es 

le.ave one to w.ond.er if re.ally th.er.e is any j.oy attach.ed to m.arria.ge. This is 

b.ec.ause of the f.re.q.uent nagg.ing, abuse, disr.esp.ect, qu.ar.re.ls and f.ight.ing am.ong 

m.arri.ed p.ers.ons that s.om.eti.m.es r.esult to s.ep.arati.on, d.iv.orce, or in extr.em.e 

cas.es, m.urd.er (E.benuwa-Okoh, 2010). A v.ery g.oo.d ex.ample is the case of the 

gru.es.om.e k.ill.ing of Lag.os lawy.er, Symph.or.osa Ot.ike-Od.ibi, by his lawy.er w.ife, 

Ud.em.e, on M.ay 3, 2018 at the.ir Di.am.ond Estate, Sang.ot.ed.o, L.ekki, Lag.os h.om.e 

(Onozu.re, 2019). Ho.we.v.er, w.om.en to.o h.ave also been v.ict.ims of spous.al abuse 

that l.ed to the l.oss of the.ir l.iv.es as in the case of L.ekan S.onde, who k.ill.ed his 

bank.er w.ife in the Egb.eda ar.ea of Lag.os in 2016 (O.latunji, 2019).   
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In r.ecent ti.m.es, th.er.e ar.e few studi.es c.ons.id.er.ing psycho th.er.ap.eu.t.ic 

approach to s.olv.ing ch.alleng.es re.lat.ing to m.arit.al satis.facti.on.S.om.e of such 

include Oluw.ole (2008) and A.ni.mash.aun and O.lade.ni (2012), who h.ave 

ex.am.in.ed psych.ol.og.ic.al int.erventi.ons with the use of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and 

int.egrat.ive couple th.er.api.es in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. On this pr.emise, 

th.er.e is ne.ed to emb.ark on a c.omp.arat.ive inv.est.igati.on of two th.er.ap.eu.t.ic 

int.erventi.ons to r.educe m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Hence, the cho.ice of this study, 

wh.ich a.ims to ex.am.ine the eff.ects of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong Cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. 

Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT) is one of the newly disc.ov.er.ed 

psych.ol.og.ic.al int.erventi.ons ai.m.ed at h.elp.ing coupl.es to achi.eve c.ons.cious 

succ.ess in m.arria.ge. That is, IRT is a r.omant.ic approach that n.urtu.r.es 

psych.ol.og.ic.al and sp.iritu.al growth f.or m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als through co.op.erati.on 

to fulf.il the em.oti.on.al ne.eds of each p.ers.on (Patt.ers.on, 2017). F.or imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy to be eff.ect.ive, ind.iv.idu.als must ident.ify em.oti.on.al ne.eds 

that ar.e h.op.ed w.ill be fulf.ill.ed by r.omant.ic p.artn.ersh.ip. Just l.ike any oth.er e.arly 

psych.ol.og.ic.al int.erventi.ons such as transacti.on.al an.alysis, G.est.alt psych.ol.ogy, 

syst.ems the.ory and c.og.nit.ive th.er.apy, imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy was d.ev.el.op.ed 

by H.arv.ille Hendrix and H.elen L.ak.elly Hunt in 1980 to enhance r.omant.ic 

re.lati.onsh.ip am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. B.oth cl.in.ic.ians had exp.erienc.ed d.iv.orce 

in the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip hist.ory. Aft.er lo.ok.ing f.or eff.ect.ive and ev.idence-bas.ed 

supp.ort f.or und.erstand.ing re.lati.onsh.ip dyn.am.ics and f.ind.ing v.ery little in the 

w.ay of h.elpful r.eso.urc.es, th.ey ch.ose to bu.ild fr.om the.ir own exp.erienc.es to 

r.ese.arch and d.ev.el.op an ev.idence-bas.ed m.od.el of couns.ell.ing that would 

fac.ilitate he.al.ing and growth in c.ommitt.ed re.lati.onsh.ips.  

Hendrix (2014) exp.la.in.ed that an ―.imago‖ is the ima.ge that is bu.ilt in.to 

one‘s subc.ons.cious. It c.onta.ins all the p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive qu.aliti.es of 

c.ar.e.g.iv.ers; ho.we.v.er, this m.od.el of adult re.lati.onsh.ips shows how c.ar.e.g.iv.ers 

int.eract.ed with ch.ild.ren. With the Imago syst.em, m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als ar.e able to 
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re.alize that the l.ove re.lati.onsh.ip has a h.idden pu.rp.ose - the he.al.ing of ch.ildh.oo.d 

wounds. Instead of f.ocus.ing enti.re.ly on s.ur.face ne.eds and d.esi.r.es, pe.ople le.arn 

to r.ec.og.nize the unr.es.olv.ed ch.ildh.oo.d issu.es. When m.arria.ge is an.alys.ed und.er 

this p.art.icul.ar lens, da.ily int.eracti.ons b.ec.om.e m.or.e mean.ingful; puzzl.ing asp.ects 

of re.lati.onsh.ips st.art m.ak.ing sense, and pe.ople ar.e then b.ett.er equ.ipp.ed to t.ake 

c.ontr.ol ov.er the.ir acti.ons and reacti.ons.  

The th.er.ap.eu.t.ic pr.oc.ess of imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy inv.olv.es f.ive 

s.eri.es of ex.er.cis.es: (1) re-.imag.in.ing the p.artn.er, (2) r.estruct.ur.ing frustrati.ons, (3) 

r.es.olv.ing ra.ge, (4) re-r.omant.ic.is.ing and (5) re-visio.n.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip 

(Hendrix, 2014). IRT has ev.olv.ed fr.om a f.ocus on sk.ill d.ev.el.op.ment, to 

engag.ing in the f.ive p.re.viously menti.on.ed pr.oc.edu.r.es, to di.al.og.ue as a pr.oc.ess 

wh.ich inc.orp.orat.es the f.ive pr.oc.edu.r.es. The r.ese.arch abo.ut imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy to date has f.ocus.ed on the und.erly.ing the.ory and imago c.onstructs. 

S.ev.er.al studi.es h.ave showcas.ed the eff.ect.iven.ess of imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy 

on spous.er abuse (Zanja.ni and Baghait, 2014; Za.inah, Nas.ir, Ruzy and N.ura.in.i, 

2012; K.ell.ogg and Young 2006; Rezaean.langr.oo.di, Azizn.azahad and Hash.emi, 

2011). 

M.or.e imp.ortantly, couns.ell.ing psych.ol.ogist use Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy in 

c.orr.ect.ing d.ev.el.op.ment.al stumbl.ing bl.ocks and ch.ildh.oo.d wounds by r.est.or.ing 

the c.onn.ecti.on b.et.ween p.artn.ers. It h.elps coupl.es in le.arn.ing.to apply 

c.onn.ecti.on-bu.ild.ing sk.ills through a numb.er of sp.ec.if.ic int.erventi.ons, such as 

the couple‘s di.al.og.ue, p.ar.ent – ch.ild di.al.og.ue, beh.avio.ur chan.ge re.qu.est 

di.al.og.ue, and imago w.or.kup.   

Ho.we.v.er, imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy has n.ot ga.in.ed much attenti.on 

am.ong r.ese.arch.ers, it is pract.ic.ally este.em.ed with.in the th.er.ap.eu.t.ic c.ommu.nity, 

and its eff.ect.iven.ess on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is n.ot doubt.ed. Be.ing a new 

psych.ol.og.ic.al int.erventi.on se.ek.ing emp.ir.ic.al v.al.idati.on, it is h.op.ed that it would 

be eff.ect.ive in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong Cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria.  
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An.oth.er couns.ell.ing approach that could be us.ed to mana.ge m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on is Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Coupl.es Th.er.apy (IBCT). As a 

couns.ell.ing int.erventi.on d.es.ign.ed by And.rew Christensen and Ne.il Jac.obs.on in 

1995.to chan.ge n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als, int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al coupl.es th.er.apy is anch.or.ed on eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on, beh.avio.ur 

chan.ge and pr.obl.em-s.olv.ing sk.ills tra.in.ing (Jac.obs.on and M.arg.ol.in, 2017; 

Ma.ir.al 2015; D.im.idjian, M.art.ell and Christensen, 2008). It emphasiz.es the 

imp.ortance of p.osit.ive chan.ge in d.ec.reas.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, and 

inc.reas.ing m.arit.al satis.facti.on and l.on.ge.vity of l.ife of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. It 

also h.olds the assumpti.on that ind.iv.idu.al ne.eds ar.e often b.ett.er s.erv.ed if 

th.er.apists w.ork with two or m.or.e approach.es in s.olv.ing the client‘s

pr.obl.ems/ch.alleng.es. Th.er.ef.or.e, re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems can be r.es.olv.ed by 

alt.er.ing the tr.igg.er.ing acti.on or by alt.er.ing the vuln.erable r.esp.onse, b.ut a 

c.omb.inati.on of the two is n.orm.ally pr.ef.erable. IBCT pr.ov.id.es equ.al or g.reat.er 

emphasis on chang.ing the vuln.erable r.esp.onse (i.e., em.oti.on.al acc.eptance), g.iven 

that m.ost troubl.es.om.e acti.ons or inacti.ons in re.lati.onsh.ips ar.e n.ot eg.re.gious acts 

such as vi.olence or v.erb.al abuse. A s.ec.ond k.ey p.art of the IBCT the.ory on 

int.erventi.on is that alt.er.ing b.oth the tr.igg.er.ing events and alt.er.ing the em.oti.on.al 

reacti.ons ar.e b.est achi.ev.ed through ―c.ont.in.gency sh.ap.ed pr.oc.ess.es‖ rath.er than 

―rule g.ov.ern.ed‖ pr.oc.ess.es.   

Rule g.ov.ern.ed chan.ge has to do with d.el.ib.erate chan.ge as a r.esult of 

sp.ec.if.ic instructi.on or tra.in.ing by the th.er.apist. F.or ex.ample, the traditi.on.al 

beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy enco.urag.es coupl.es to enga.ge in m.or.e p.osit.ive 

beh.avio.ur with each oth.er and teach.es th.em c.ommun.icati.on and pr.obl.ems.olv.ing 

strat.egi.es. In c.ontrast, c.ont.in.gency sh.ap.ed chan.ge c.om.es abo.ut sp.ontaneously as 

a r.esult of a chan.ge in the c.ontext and the r.esultant em.oti.on.al and c.og.nit.ive 

reacti.ons (Christensen, Jac.obs.on and Babc.ock, 1995). F.or ex.ample, one p.artn.er 

m.ay b.ec.om.e l.ess bl.am.ing and m.or.e supp.ort.ive when he or she se.es that the 

oth.er is in em.oti.on.al pa.in or when he or she und.erstands how th.ey ar.e b.oth 

c.aught in a v.ic.ious cycle of int.eracti.on. Although IBCT empl.oys b.oth strat.egi.es, 
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it re.li.es m.or.e he.av.ily on the latt.er and assum.es it w.ill lead to m.or.e last.ing 

chan.ge (Christensen, Atk.ins, B.erns, Whe.el.er, B.auc.om and S.imps.on, 2004).  

IBCT couns.ell.ors us.es acc.eptance and t.ol.erance strat.egi.es f.ocus.ed on 

acc.ept.ing m.arit.al r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es, as we.ll as po.int.ing o.ut the p.osit.ive featu.r.es of 

n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur, pract.ic.ing n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur in th.er.apy s.essi.on, and fa.k.ing 

n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur and s.elf-c.ar.e b.et.ween s.essi.ons. On this pr.emise, it has 

pr.oven its eff.ect.iven.ess as it has been us.ed to mana.ge s.ev.er.al m.arit.al pr.obl.ems; 

includ.ing m.arit.al m.al.adjust.ment, instab.ility, em.oti.on.al and phys.ic.al suff.er.ing, 

and intense distr.ess to d.iv.orce acr.oss cultu.r.es, b.ut has n.ot been so much in use in 

Afr.ica, p.art.icul.arly in N.ig.eria, esp.ec.i.ally with r.esp.ect to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  

In the co.urse of ex.am.in.ing the int.erventi.on strat.egi.es such as IRT and 

IBCT on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es 

in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. Intuit.iv.ely, th.er.e ar.e p.oss.ib.iliti.es of h.av.ing v.ariabl.es 

that ar.e c.apable of int.erven.ing in to the study witho.ut the knowl.ed.ge of the 

r.ese.arch.er. On this pr.emise, the r.ese.arch.er c.ons.id.er.ed invit.ing re.l.igi.osity and 

s.oc.io-.ec.on.om.ic status as m.od.erat.or fact.ors f.or this study. 

R.el.igi.osity as a c.onc.ept with.in psych.ol.ogy was in.itiat.ed by the w.ork of 

G.or.do.n Allp.ort, and has grown c.ons.id.erably in the last f.orty ye.ars. A re.l.igious 

p.ers.on can be ch.aract.eriz.ed as s.om.e.one who v.alu.es a c.erta.in re.l.igi.on and its 

ten.ets, orga.niz.ed und.er an entity. On the oth.er hand, s.om.e.one could be sp.iritu.al 

and re.l.igious, re.l.igious b.ut n.ot sp.iritu.al, sp.iritu.al b.ut n.ot re.l.igious, and f.in.ally, 

neith.er re.l.igious n.or sp.iritu.al (M.ort.az.avi, B.akhsh.ay.esh, Fatehizadeh and 

Em.am.in.iya, 2007). Th.er.ef.or.e, it can be b.est und.ers.to.o.d that a p.ers.on can h.ave 

v.ary.ing d.eg.re.es of re.l.igi.osity and/.or sp.iritu.ality bas.ed on be.li.efs, v.alu.es and 

beh.avio.urs.  

Exc.ess.ive re.l.igi.osity pl.ays a maj.or r.ole in ind.iv.idu.als l.ife, b.ec.ause it 

aff.ects m.arit.al satis.facti.on am.ong coupl.es, esp.ec.i.ally when one of the p.artn.ers is 

m.or.e re.l.igious than the oth.er (Oluw.ole, 2008). R.el.igi.osity is a s.oc.i.ol.og.ic.al t.erm 

us.ed to r.ef.er to the c.onditi.on of be.ing re.l.igious to the d.eg.ree to wh.ich one 

be.li.ev.es and is c.ommitt.ed to his or h.er ch.osen faith or be.li.ef syst.em (M.ort.az.avi, 
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B.akhsh.ay.esh, Fatehizadeh and Em.am.in.iya, 2007). R.el.igi.on pl.ays a s.ign.if.icant 

r.ole in the l.ife of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in any s.oc.i.ety. Th.ese h.ighl.ight the 

imp.ortance of re.l.igi.on in d.ev.el.op.ing the appr.opriate ment.ality and disp.ositi.on 

tow.ards m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  

R.el.igi.osity is a v.ariable that has been l.ink.ed to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als (M.ort.az.avi, B.akhsh.ay.esh, Fatehizadeh and 

Em.am.in.iya, 2007). R.el.igi.osity in this study is the l.ev.el at wh.ich the m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als g.et inv.olv.ed in sp.iritu.al w.orsh.ip and act.iviti.es such as attend.ing 

re.l.igious s.erv.ic.es, pr.ogr.amm.es, pr.ay.ing, fast.ing and g.iv.ing do.nati.ons. 

R.ese.arch.ers h.ave been inv.est.igat.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity and 

m.arria.ge f.or m.or.e than f.ive d.ecad.es. Much of this r.ese.arch is pr.ed.icat.ed on the 

idea that, re.lat.ive to oth.er coupl.es, coupl.es who ar.e m.or.e re.l.igious ar.e m.or.e 

l.ik.ely to f.ind m.or.e h.app.in.ess and l.ess m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. An in.iti.al lo.ok at 

emp.ir.ic.al f.ind.ings se.ems to gen.er.ally supp.ort this idea. C.omp.ar.ed to oth.er 

coupl.es, coupl.es who attend ch.urch m.or.e f.re.q.uently h.ave been shown to h.ave 

low.er m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on ar.e l.ess l.ik.ely to p.erp.etrate f.am.ily vi.olence, and ar.e 

l.ess l.ik.ely to be d.iv.orc.ed (Bahr and Chadw.ick, 2005; Glenn and Supanc.ic, 2004).  

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status is one of the m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es in the study. 

Gen.er.ally, s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status r.ef.ers to an ec.on.om.ic and bi.ol.og.ic.al c.omb.in.ed 

t.ot.al measu.re of an ind.iv.idu.al‘s or f.am.ily‘s ec.on.om.ic and s.oc.i.al p.ositi.on in 

re.lati.on to oth.ers, bas.ed on inc.om.e, educati.on, and occupati.on (Nati.on.al Cent.re 

f.or Educati.on.al Statist.ics, 2008). To Gra.etz (1995), s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status is an 

ind.iv.idu.al‘s s.oc.i.al p.ositi.on or s.oc.i.al stand.ing. Coupl.es‘ educati.on, inc.om.e, and 

occupati.on, or the c.omb.inati.ons of any two or th.ree of th.ese ind.icat.ors ar.e us.ed 

f.re.q.uently as ind.icat.ors of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status in s.oc.i.al s.cience r.ese.arch 

(Bradl.ey and C.orwyn, 2002). Low.er s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status has been l.ink.ed to 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on (S.or.okowski et al., 2017). H.av.ing inad.equate r.eso.urc.es 

and l.imit.ed acc.ess to av.a.il.able r.eso.urc.es can n.egat.iv.ely aff.ect coupl.es‘ 

d.ec.isi.ons re.g.ard.ing the.ir young ch.ild.ren‘s we.lf.ar.e act.iviti.es (V.olb.erg, 1994). As 

a r.esult, coupl.es with low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status ar.e at g.reat.er risk of engag.ing in 
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spouse abuse than coupl.es with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. It has been re.ve.al.ed 

that the s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status of a m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al go.es a l.ong w.ay to 

pr.ed.ict.ing the.ir m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

M.ost pr.ed.om.inantly, s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status d.et.erm.in.ed the acc.ess to 

ec.on.om.ic r.eso.urc.es of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als, th.er.e.by r.efl.ect.ing group-sp.ec.if.ic 

d.iff.er.enc.es in the stand.ard of l.iv.ing in t.erms of n.utriti.on, hous.ing and 

vuln.erab.ility to ec.on.om.ic h.ardsh.ip. Thus, m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of h.igh.er 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status gen.er.ally had b.ett.er l.iv.ing c.onditi.ons than th.ose of low.er 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. In additi.on, a h.igh.er s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status meant g.reat.er 

pr.est.ig.e in the l.oc.al c.ommu.nity and acc.ess to b.ett.er s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic n.etw.orks, 

wh.ich in t.urn could infl.uence opp.ortu.niti.es f.or accumu.lat.ing r.eso.urc.es. 

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status also has s.ign.if.icant impacts on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. 

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status was d.et.erm.in.ed by a ran.ge of d.iff.er.ent fact.ors. 

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status atta.in.ment could in p.art be l.ink.ed to m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on through inv.est.ments in educati.on, tra.in.ing and n.etw.ork (As.ikhia, 

2010; Ushie, Em.eka, On.onga and Ow.ol.abi, 2012).  

Bu.ild.ing on the eff.orts of sch.ol.ars and r.ese.arch.ers to f.ind last.ing 

s.ol.uti.ons to the pr.obl.ems of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

(Ad.ey.emi, A.ina, E.ni.ol.a, Adew.uyi and Ad.es.ina, 2005; A.ni.mash.aun and Fat.ile, 

2011; Ad.es.ina, 2015 am.ong oth.ers), this study intends to c.oncentrate on the 

eff.ects of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es in 

r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es 

in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria.  

1.2 Stat.em.ent of the Pr.obl.em  

The f.re.q.uency of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong many m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in 

r.ecent ti.m.es is al.arm.ing, c.aus.ing m.arit.al frustrati.on, distr.ess, s.ep.arati.on, d.iv.orce 

and death. This inc.rease in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on has c.ons.eq.uently l.ed to an 

inc.rease in the numb.er of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als suff.er.ing fr.om l.ong-t.erm illn.ess.es 

l.ike str.oke and hyp.ertensi.on and with r.educ.ed s.urv.iv.al rat.es. Th.er.e has also been 

an inc.rease in the numb.er of dissatisfi.ed m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als with ment.al he.alth 
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issu.es l.ike d.epr.essi.on and gen.er.aliz.ed an.xi.ety dis.ord.er. Although maj.ority of 

th.ese m.arri.ed coupl.es usu.ally attend pr.em.arit.al couns.ell.ing s.essi.ons (wh.ich ar.e 

usu.ally orga.niz.ed by re.l.igious b.odi.es such as ch.urch.es and m.osqu.es), 

unf.ortunat.ely, d.espite the.ir b.est intenti.ons, th.ese m.arriag.es st.ill b.re.ak down 

(O.ni, 2007).  

In the s.am.e ve.in, m.ost m.arriag.es ar.e f.orm.aliz.ed by cust.om, law and 

occasi.on.ally the coupl.es t.ake m.arit.al vows that should b.ond the couple t.og.eth.er 

in l.ove and u.nity ―unt.il death do th.em p.art. Ho.we.v.er, many ind.iv.idu.als that to.ok 

the oaths do n.ot re.ally und.erstand the pu.rp.ose and th.er.e.by f.ind it d.iff.icult to 

ke.ep it to the end. C.ons.eq.uently, this has l.ed to an inc.rease in m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on, wh.ich has now b.ec.om.e a gl.ob.al m.al.ady with the r.esultant eff.ect 

be.ing f.elt n.ot only by the p.arti.es inv.olv.ed, b.ut also by the l.arg.er s.oc.i.ety. 

H.appen.ings am.ong Christians has l.eft one in doubt as to wh.eth.er th.er.e is any j.oy 

or satis.facti.on in m.arria.ge, with r.ec.ur.rent nagg.ing, abus.ing, disr.esp.ect.ing 

qu.ar.re.ll.ing or f.ight.ing am.ong ch.urchgo.ing m.arri.ed p.ers.ons that s.om.eti.m.es 

r.esult to s.ep.arati.on, d.iv.orce or, in extr.em.e cas.es, m.urd.er (R.onza.ni, 2007).   

Aga.in, th.er.e is no doubt that the pr.obl.em of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is the 

maj.or c.ause of m.arit.al dish.arm.ony, vi.olence, instab.ility, d.iv.orce, s.ep.arati.on and, 

often, the unti.me.ly death of one of the spous.es in N.ig.eria, esp.ec.i.ally am.ong 

Christians. The r.ep.ort.ed cas.es of m.arit.al disc.ord in N.ig.eria ar.e low c.omp.ar.ed to 

the actu.al re.ality: many ar.e suff.er.ing in s.ilence, m.er.e.ly end.ur.ing m.arria.ge when 

it should be enj.oy.ed. The p.re.v.alence of cas.es handl.ed da.ily in co.urts of law on 

m.arit.al disband.ing is pr.ogr.ess.iv.ely h.igh, and even then, the co.urts ar.e m.ostly 

unable to r.es.olve the m.arit.al pr.obl.ems pr.esent.ed.  

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on has been obs.erv.ed by d.iff.er.ent r.ese.arch.ers as a pr.obl.em 

in the m.arria.ge re.lati.onsh.ip. It th.reatens the essence of m.arria.ge re.lati.onsh.ip and 

its eff.ects ar.e f.elt in ev.ery fac.et of the s.oc.i.ety, esp.ec.i.ally in N.ig.eria wh.er.e the.ir 

ch.ild.ren ar.e n.egl.ect.ed. Measu.r.es ad.opt.ed by the spous.es, f.am.ili.es, Christians 

and n.on-Christians h.ave n.ot succe.ed.ed in w.ip.ing o.ut the ch.allen.ge of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong coupl.es in m.arria.ge re.lati.onsh.ip. It c.ont.inu.es to gath.er 
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m.om.entum and p.er.meat.es all l.ev.els of f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ip. Ch.ild.ren fr.om 

m.arit.ally dissatisfi.ed h.om.es ar.e m.or.e h.ost.ile, hyp.eract.ive and aggr.ess.ive in 

natu.re. Ho.we.v.er, many of the pr.obl.ems th.ese ch.ild.ren h.ave ar.e s.im.il.ar to th.ose 

of ch.ild.ren fr.om two-p.ar.ent f.am.ili.es, b.ut th.ese pr.obl.ems se.em m.or.e d.iff.icult to 

be.ar or mana.ge when the h.om.e is manag.ed by s.ingle p.ar.ent. B.ut in a situati.on 

wh.er.e the ang.er and re.be.lli.on ar.e all di.r.ect.ed tow.ards one p.ers.on, it m.ay se.em 

w.orse; if th.er.e is only one to be.ar it, it b.ec.om.es imp.oss.ible to sh.ar.e ideas with a 

p.artn.er.  

The just.if.icati.on f.or us.ing cath.ol.ic p.art.ic.ipants m.ot.iv.at.ed by the 

exp.erience of the r.ese.arch.er, who h.ave s.erv.ed (f.or 15 ye.ars) and st.ill s.erv.ing as 

a pri.est of the cath.ol.ic ch.urch. The maj.ority of the ch.alleng.es brought to h.im has 

been cent.er.ed on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. M.or.e imp.ortantly, the cath.ol.ic be.li.ef is 

aga.inst s.ingle p.ar.ent.ing so the ch.urch enco.urag.es m.arit.al u.ni.on susta.inab.ility at 

all co.urse. On this pr.emise, the onus to enga.ge cath.ol.ic p.art.ic.ipants r.est on the 

r.ese.arch.er with the view of r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on as we.ll as ident.ify.ing 

b.est th.er.ap.eu.t.ic approach to manag.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. 

Ho.we.v.er, p.re.vious studi.es h.ave n.ot c.ons.id.er.ed the cath.ol.ic p.op.u.lati.on. 

M.or.e so, the c.ons.id.erati.on of exp.eri.ment.al approach is unc.omm.on in r.ecent 

ti.m.es. Few am.ong the p.re.vious often ad.opt pai.r.ed s.ample t-t.est in c.om.pu.t.ing 

the.ir exp.eri.ment.al data witho.ut c.ons.id.er.ing the l.imitati.on of pai.r.ed s.ample t-t.est 

is h.av.ing in pr.ov.id.ing err.or f.ree r.ep.ort on exp.eri.ment.al data. This l.imitati.on 

c.reat.ed an aven.ue f.or the r.ese.arch.er to empl.oy a m.or.e r.obust statist.ics (an.alysis 

of c.ov.ariance) that w.ill cat.er f.or in.iti.al d.iff.er.enc.es by p.arti.all.ing o.ut the.ir eff.ect. 

It is on this basis that this study inv.est.igat.ed the eff.ects of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and 

int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria.  

1.3  P.urp.ose of the Study  

This study inv.est.igated the eff.ects of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive couple 

th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic 

Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. Sp.ec.if.ic.ally, the study:  
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1. ex.am.in.ed the ma.in eff.ects of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es,  

2. determined the main effect of socioeconomic status on marital 

dissatisfaction among married individuals of Catholic Churches, 

3. .inv.est.igat.ed the ma.in eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es, 

4. .inv.est.igat.ed the int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es,  

5. found the int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es,  

6. expl.or.ed the int.eracti.on eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es, and   

7. ex.am.in.ed the int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment, re.l.igi.osity and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.  

8. expl.or.e the c.aus.es and manag.em.ent patt.ern of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es. 

 1.4 R.ese.arch Hyp.oth.es.es  

The f.ollow.ing s.even hyp.oth.es.es w.er.e f.ormu.lat.ed to gu.ide the study:  

Ho1:Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Ho2: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Ho3: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Ho4:Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and re.l.igi.osity on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Ho5:Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  
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Ho6:Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es   

Ho7:Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment, re.l.igi.osity and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.  

 1.5  R.ese.arch Qu.esti.ons  

1. What ar.e the c.aus.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es?   

2. How can m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on be manag.ed am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es?  

3. How can m.arit.al satis.facti.on be enhanc.ed .am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es?  

 1.6  S.ign.if.icance of the Study 

The f.ind.ings of this study would be of im.mense s.ign.if.icance to m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als in Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es, couns.ell.ing psych.ol.ogists, m.arria.ge 

couns.ell.ors, g.ov.ern.ment a.gen.ci.es, pr.osp.ect.ive coupl.es and the s.oc.i.ety. M.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als w.ill ben.efit g.reatly as the study would b.ett.er equ.ip th.em to de.al with 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on through the.ir p.art.ic.ipati.on in the int.erventi.ons.  

This study would h.elp the ind.iv.idu.als to und.erstand the eff.ects of imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive couple th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. Also, the study w.ill enable the m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als to h.ave 

pr.op.er und.erstand.ing of the pr.obl.ems ass.oc.iat.ed with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and 

h.elp th.em to ut.ilize psych.ol.og.ic.al int.erventi.ons and strat.egi.es tow.ards the 

r.educti.on of the risks and c.ons.eq.uenc.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. C.ons.eq.uently, 

it is h.op.ed this w.ill then h.elp in r.educ.ing the rate of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. The study w.ill a.id the couns.ell.ing/m.arit.al 

psych.ol.ogists to und.erstand the impl.icati.ons of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and 

int.egrat.ive couple th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als. In fact, the study w.ill add m.or.e to the th.er.ap.eu.t.ic int.erventi.ons of 
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couns.ell.ing/m.arit.al psych.ol.ogists on how to r.educe m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.   

The study w.ill also c.ause the st.akeh.old.ers in educati.on to th.ink on how 

issu.es around m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on could be impr.ov.ed. It w.ill h.elp in s.olv.ing 

many pr.obl.ems in the c.ommu.nity and in r.educ.ing c.ol.lab.orat.ive m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on of the coupl.es. Through the study, the couns.ell.ors and 

st.akeh.old.ers w.ill be able to disc.ov.er the eff.ects of re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. This w.ill h.elp the 

st.akeh.old.ers to assist the m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in ov.erc.om.ing the ch.alleng.es of 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

The study would be of h.elp to r.ese.arch.ers who would l.ike to r.ese.arch in.to 

int.erventi.ons to mana.ge m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. It is 

be.li.ev.ed that the study would also ste.er int.er.est in r.ese.arch in the ar.ea of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on gen.er.ally in this a.xis of the w.orld. F.am.ily m.emb.ers of ad.ol.escents 

w.ill also he.ave a s.igh of re.li.ef as th.ese coupl.es b.ec.om.e m.or.e f.ocus.ed in the.ir l.ife 

pu.rsuit and b.ec.om.e m.or.e succ.essful in the c.ommu.nity. This is b.ec.ause a stable, 

pu.rp.os.eful, and pr.op.er psych.ol.og.ic.al orientati.on in m.arit.al l.ife issu.es w.ill go a 

l.ong w.ay to p.osit.iv.ely aff.ect the f.am.ily m.emb.ers of th.ese m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

G.ov.ern.ment and its a.gen.ci.es, p.art.icul.arly the M.in.istry of W.om.en 

Af.fa.irs/S.oc.i.al W.elf.ar.e, re.gu.lat.ory a.gen.ci.es and p.ol.icy m.ak.ers w.ill also be 

sensitis.ed on the ne.eds of th.ese cat.eg.ori.es of m.arri.ed coupl.es and can 

subs.eq.uently w.ork o.ut m.od.aliti.es tow.ards us.ing the r.esult of this study to the.ir 

ad.vanta.ge. The o.utc.om.e of this study w.ill add to knowl.ed.ge in the ar.ea of 

couns.ell.ing in N.ig.eria and gl.ob.ally. It w.ill also add to the e.xist.ing b.ut few 

r.ese.arch and lit.eratu.re in the ar.ea of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in N.ig.eria.   

The eff.ects of two t.reat.ment int.erventi.ons (.imago re.lati.onsh.ip and 

int.egrat.ive couple th.er.api.es) on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es w.ill enable the g.ov.ern.ment and the gen.er.al 

publ.ic to be aw.ar.e of th.ese th.er.api.es and w.ork tow.ards b.ett.er eff.ect.ive usa.ge to 

impr.ove m.arit.al l.ife n.ot only am.ong Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch m.emb.ers, b.ut also f.or 
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oth.er st.akeh.old.ers in the c.ommu.nity. It is imp.ortant to n.ote that f.ind.ings in this 

study w.ill also s.erve as a so.urce of r.ef.er.ence f.or oth.er r.ese.arch.ers who m.ay want 

to c.onduct the s.am.e or s.im.il.ar study in oth.er ar.eas in N.ig.eria. Lastly, the study 

w.ill f.ill the g.ap in the p.re.vious studi.es and add to the e.xist.ing lit.eratu.re.  

 1.7   Sc.ope of the Study  

This study f.ocus.ed on the inv.est.igati.on of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive 

couple th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es of Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. Also, the study ex.am.in.ed the 

int.eracti.on eff.ect of m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es (.re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status) 

on the d.ependent v.ariable (m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on). The p.art.ic.ipants in the study 

w.er.e m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria.  

 1.8  Op.erati.on.al D.ef.in.iti.on of T.erms  

The f.ollow.ing t.erms ar.e d.ef.in.ed as us.ed in the study: 

M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on: This r.ef.ers to the d.eg.ree of disc.ontent.ment re.g.ard.ing 

sp.ec.if.ic asp.ects of the m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip am.ong Cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT):Is c.onc.eptu.alis.ed as a th.er.ap.eu.t.ic strat.egy 

that has the go.al of allow.ing Cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als exp.erience he.al.ing and 

growth in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips by le.arn.ing to r.ec.og.nize unr.es.olv.ed ch.ildh.oo.d 

wounds so as to be we.ll equ.ipp.ed to t.ake c.ontr.ol ov.er the.ir acti.ons and reacti.ons.   

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT): Can be r.ef.err.ed to as a 

couns.ell.ing int.erventi.on wh.ich featu.r.es case f.ormu.lati.on and em.oti.on.al 

acc.eptance and is intend.ed to h.elp Cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als ga.in a b.ett.er 

und.erstand.ing of em.oti.on.al c.ontexts b.et.ween p.artn.ers and m.ake d.el.ib.erate 

p.osit.ive chang.es.  

R.el.igi.osity: R.el.igi.osity in this study is the l.ev.el at wh.ich the m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es g.et inv.olv.ed in sp.iritu.al w.orsh.ips and act.iviti.es such as 

attend.ing re.l.igious s.erv.ic.es, pr.ogr.amm.es, pr.ay.ing and fast.ing.  

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status: S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status in this study is a measu.re of a 

cath.ol.ic m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al‘s ec.on.om.ic and s.oc.i.al p.ositi.on in re.lati.on to oth.ers, 
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bas.ed on inc.om.e and occupati.on wh.ich d.et.erm.in.es the l.ev.el of dissatis.facti.on in 

m.arria.ge.  

M.arri.ed Ind.iv.idu.als: M.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in this study ar.e two cath.ol.ic 

ind.iv.idu.als; m.ale and f.em.ale who ar.e jo.in.ed t.og.eth.er aft.er the ord.er of the 

cust.om.ary.law with p.ar.ent.al c.onsent.to be husband and w.ife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

S.ev.er.al r.ese.arch.es h.ave been c.onduct.ed on the c.onstructs und.er study. Ho.we.v.er, 

this study has re.view.ed re.lat.ed lit.eratu.r.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy fr.om the 

pl.eth.ora of r.ese.arch.es av.a.il.able. This ch.apt.er de.als with the re.view of re.lat.ed 

lit.eratu.re.   

2.1  The.or.et.ic.al R.eview  

2.1.1  M.arria.ge 

The instit.uti.on of m.arria.ge is a centr.al p.ill.ar on wh.ich the s.oc.i.ety is bas.ed. 

M.arria.ge is p.otenti.ally a d.el.icate re.lati.onsh.ip s.ince it usu.ally inv.olv.es the l.iv.ing 

t.og.eth.er of, or a p.artn.ersh.ip b.et.ween, two or m.or.e p.ers.ons who ar.e re.lat.iv.ely 

pe.ak strang.ers to each oth.er. It enta.ils a c.ont.in.uous and int.imate ass.oc.iati.on 

b.et.ween p.ers.ons d.iff.er.ing in t.emp.er.am.ent and oth.er ind.iv.idu.al ch.aract.erist.ics 

(Broude, 2004). The c.onc.ept of m.arria.ge is a bit m.or.e d.iff.icult to d.ef.ine and can 

include el.em.ents of sh.ar.ed gene.al.ogy, cl.ose pro.xi.mity, em.oti.on.al int.imacy, and 

cult.ur.al d.ef.in.iti.ons. It is a pow.erful l.eg.al and s.oc.i.al instit.uti.on that pr.ot.ects and 

supp.orts int.imate f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ips by pr.ov.id.ing a u.niq.ue s.et of r.ights, 

pr.iv.ile.g.es and r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es.   

The or.ig.in of m.arria.ge and f.am.ily is n.ot fr.om human ideas or cust.oms, b.ut fr.om 

G.od‘s d.es.ign and intenti.on (Gen 2:24-25). Acc.ord.ing to Gushee (2004), G.od‘s

pu.rp.os.es f.or m.arria.ge ar.e f.or c.ompa.ni.onsh.ip b.et.ween the spous.es by l.ove, 

sexu.al expr.essi.on, r.epr.oducti.on and n.urtu.re of ch.ild.ren, and the ad.vanc.em.ent of 

the s.oc.i.al g.oo.d. R.ese.arch ind.icat.es that m.arria.ge is ben.ef.ic.i.al f.or humans. Waite 

and G.al.lagh.er (2015) show r.ese.arch r.esults that m.arria.ge is ben.ef.ic.i.al to humans 

f.or ment.al, phys.ic.al, and f.inan.ci.al reas.ons. K.ap.lan and Kro.n.ick (2016) state that 

m.arri.ed pe.ople h.ave a tendency to l.ive l.ong.er than th.ose who ar.e unm.arri.ed. 
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M.arri.ed pe.ople also show r.educ.ed risk of hyp.ertensi.on (K.ap.lan and Kro.n.ick, 

2016) and cl.in.ic.al d.epr.essi.on (Wh.iffen, 2016).   

In t.erms of the B.ibl.ic.al p.ersp.ect.ive, m.arria.ge is d.ef.in.ed as a c.ovenant wh.ich is 

g.iven, n.ot by the state as a c.iv.il c.ontract, b.ut by G.od. Am.ong e.van.ge.l.ic.al 

Christians, the c.ovenant of m.arria.ge can be d.ef.in.ed as a l.if.el.ong c.ommit.ment 

b.et.ween the spous.es (Cade, 2010). When humans h.ave s.elfish d.esi.r.es 

c.onc.ern.ing the.ir l.iv.es, it ch.alleng.es the pu.rp.os.es of m.arria.ge by G.od. Acc.ord.ing 

to W.orth.ing.to.n, L.ern.er, and Sh.arp (2005), c.ontractu.al und.erstand.ing of 

m.arria.ge, instead of c.ovenant.al, is b.ec.om.ing d.om.inant in cult.ur.al v.alu.es of 

m.arria.ge.  N.ot only Christian, b.ut also s.ecul.ar r.ese.arch.ers be.li.eve that the 

instit.uti.on of m.arria.ge is w.id.ely we.aken.ing (B.el.lah, Madsen, Sull.iv.an, Sw.idl.er, 

and T.ip.to.n, 1985; Z.ill and N.ord, 1994).  Acc.ord.ing to Ama.to, Johns.on, Bo.oth 

and R.og.ers (2003), m.arria.ge is be.ing ch.alleng.ed by cohabitati.on witho.ut 

m.arria.ge, inc.reas.ing numb.ers of babi.es b.orn o.uts.ide of m.arria.ge, and h.igh 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on rat.es. Acc.ord.ing to the r.ecent statist.ics on cohabit.ing 

coupl.es c.onduct.ed by the U.S. Census Bu.re.au (2003), the numb.er has r.ap.idly 

grown d.ur.ing the past 30 ye.ars. The numb.er of cohabit.ing coupl.es was just ov.er 

h.alf a m.illi.on in 1970, b.ut the numb.er b.ec.am.e 4.9 m.illi.on in 2005.   

Acc.ord.ing to 2010 statist.ics, the numb.er of cohabit.ing coupl.es r.ose to 7.5 

m.illi.on (K.re.id.er, 2010). The Nati.on.al Vit.al Statist.ics R.ep.orts (2020) ind.icate 

that th.er.e is a statist.ics of  abo.ut 4,000 d.iv.orce appl.icati.on as at Janu.ary, 2020 

and it was also r.ep.ort.ed that maj.ority of the appl.icants w.er.e l.ess than six m.onths 

in.to m.arriag.es. Acc.ord.ing to the Nati.on.al Cent.er f.or He.alth Statist.ics (2015), an 

av.era.ge of 48% of m.arriag.es pr.ec.ed.ed m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on b.et.ween 1999 and 

2001. Acc.ord.ing to the r.ep.ort of Nati.on.al Vit.al Statist.ics R.ep.orts (2003), o.ut of 

abo.ut 2.3 m.illi.on m.arri.ed men, 1.2 m.illi.on sa.id th.ey w.er.e m.arit.ally dissatisfi.ed. 

O.ut of abo.ut 2.2 m.illi.on m.arri.ed w.om.en, 1.3 m.illi.on sa.id th.ey w.er.e m.arit.ally 

dissatisfi.ed. Abo.ut one-.int.wenty Am.er.icans who h.ave ev.er been m.arri.ed sa.id 

th.ey had been m.arri.ed th.ree or m.or.e ti.m.es. That c.om.es to 4 m.illi.on men and 4.5 

m.illi.on w.om.en. The m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on rate in K.or.ea has also inc.reas.ed. 
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Acc.ord.ing to The Statist.ics K.or.ea (2008), 68,279 coupl.es w.er.e m.arit.ally 

dissatisfi.ed in 1995, wh.ile the f.igu.re r.ose to 124,000 in 2007. The re.lati.onsh.ip 

b.et.ween spous.es in So.uth K.or.ea is d.et.eri.orat.ing.   

M.arria.ge r.epr.esents a multi-l.ev.el c.ommit.ment, one that inv.olv.es p.ers.on-.to-

p.ers.on, f.am.ily-.to-f.am.ily, and couple-.to-state c.ommit.ments. In m.ost s.oc.i.eti.es, it 

is view.ed as a re.lat.iv.ely p.ermanent b.ond, so much so that in s.om.e s.oc.i.eti.es and 

instit.uti.ons l.ike the Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch, it is c.ons.id.er.ed ir.re.v.ocable. The stab.ility 

pr.ov.id.ed by a l.ife-l.ong pr.omise of r.ema.in.ing t.og.eth.er m.ak.es m.arria.ge the 

instit.uti.on m.ost suit.ed to re.ar.ing and s.oc.i.aliz.ing the next gen.erati.on of m.emb.ers, 

a n.ec.ess.ary task if the s.oc.i.ety's n.orms, v.alu.es, and go.als ar.e to be ma.inta.in.ed 

and if the s.oc.i.ety its.elf is to be p.erp.etuat.ed. The instit.uti.on of m.arria.ge is found 

in all s.oc.i.eti.es. In the U.nit.ed Stat.es, m.arria.ge means stab.iliz.ed patt.erns of n.orms 

and r.ol.es ass.oc.iat.ed with the m.utu.al re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween husband and w.ife.   

It jo.ins t.og.eth.er a man (.or men) and a w.oman (.or w.om.en) in a sp.ec.i.al k.ind of 

s.oc.i.al and l.eg.al arrang.em.ent that s.erv.es s.ev.er.al pu.rp.os.es f.or a s.oc.i.ety. Wh.ile 

this d.ef.in.iti.on fits what is meant by m.arria.ge in the U.nit.ed Stat.es and oth.er 

W.est.ern nati.ons, it is n.ot broad enough to enc.ompass its essenti.al featu.r.es acr.oss 

all cultu.r.es. Ho.we.v.er, b.ec.ause m.arria.ge as an instit.uti.on m.ay d.iff.er in structu.re, 

functi.on, dyn.am.ics, and mean.ing fr.om one cultu.re to an.oth.er, no all-

enc.ompass.ing d.ef.in.iti.on is p.oss.ible (K.ott.ak, 2001). In alm.ost all s.oc.i.eti.es, it 

enta.ils a l.eg.al c.ontract (written or v.erb.al), and this c.ontract v.ari.es in the d.eg.ree 

to wh.ich it can be br.oken.   

Through the m.arit.al u.ni.on, a stable l.iv.ing u.nit is establish.ed (a f.am.ily). In this 

u.nit, ch.ild.ren ar.e s.oc.i.aliz.ed in.to the s.oc.i.ety's n.orms and v.alu.es. In s.om.e 

s.oc.i.eti.es, the c.onn.ecti.on b.et.ween m.arria.ge and r.epr.oducti.on is so str.ong that if 

c.onc.epti.on do.es n.ot occ.ur a d.iv.orce is p.ermiss.ible and often au.t.omat.ic. In 

oth.ers, a m.arria.ge do.es n.ot t.ake p.lace unt.il aft.er p.re.gnancy occ.urs and f.ert.ility is 

pr.oven (M.ill.er, 2015). F.or a s.oc.i.ety, the instit.uti.on of m.arria.ge ensu.r.es the 

re.gu.lati.on of sexu.al act.ivity f.or adults and the s.oc.i.alizati.on and pr.ot.ecti.on of 
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ch.ild.ren b.orn as a r.esult of that sexu.al act.ivity. Ho.we.v.er, ind.iv.idu.als l.iv.ing 

with.in a s.oc.i.ety ne.ed n.ot c.omply with beh.avio.urs that s.erve the ne.eds of s.oc.i.ety.  

The instit.uti.on of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is a centr.al p.ill.ar on wh.ich the s.oc.i.ety is 

bas.ed. M.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is p.otenti.ally a d.el.icate re.lati.onsh.ip s.ince it usu.ally 

inv.olv.es the l.iv.ing t.og.eth.er of, or a p.artn.ersh.ip b.et.ween, two or m.or.e p.ers.ons 

who ar.e re.lat.iv.ely pe.ak strang.ers to each oth.er. It enta.ils a c.ont.in.uous and 

int.imate ass.oc.iati.on b.et.ween p.ers.ons d.iff.er.ing in t.emp.er.am.ent and oth.er 

ind.iv.idu.al ch.aract.erist.ics (Broude, 2004). The c.onc.ept of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is 

a bit m.or.e d.iff.icult to d.ef.ine and can include el.em.ents of sh.ar.ed gene.al.ogy, 

cl.ose pro.xi.mity, em.oti.on.al int.imacy, and cult.ur.al d.ef.in.iti.ons. It is a pow.erful 

l.eg.al and s.oc.i.al instit.uti.on that pr.ot.ects and supp.orts int.imate f.am.ily 

re.lati.onsh.ips by pr.ov.id.ing a u.niq.ue s.et of r.ights, pr.iv.ile.g.es and r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es.   

The gen.esis of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip and f.am.ily can be trac.ed to the H.oly B.ible. 

G.od orda.in.ed m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip f.or th.ree pu.rp.os.es: f.or c.ompa.ni.onsh.ip, 

pleasu.re and pr.oc.reati.on. M.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip and f.am.ily is d.es.ign.ed f.or the 

d.ev.el.op.ment of the human race, b.ut unf.ortunat.ely many f.am.ili.es ar.e end.ur.ing 

what th.ey ought to enj.oy (Ebiai and Bumba, 2004). M.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is a 

s.oc.i.ally sancti.on.ed u.ni.on, typ.ic.ally b.et.ween one man and one w.oman usu.ally 

c.all.ed p.artn.er and w.ife. The type and functi.ons of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip v.ary fr.om 

cultu.re to cultu.re. L.eg.ally sancti.on.ed m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips ar.e gen.er.ally 

c.onduct.ed b.et.ween h.et.er.osexu.al teen m.oth.ers, although th.er.e ar.e a few 

countri.es that r.ec.og.nize s.am.e-sex m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip (Broude, 2004). The 

p.re.va.il.ing view tow.ards m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is that it is bas.ed on em.oti.on.al 

attach.ment b.et.ween the p.artn.ers and is ent.er.ed in.to v.olunt.ar.ily.   

Th.er.e ar.e d.iff.er.ent typ.es of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips: m.on.og.amy and p.olyg.amy. 

M.on.og.amy is gen.er.ally in two w.ays: str.ict m.on.og.amy, wh.er.e a p.ers.on is 

allow.ed only one spouse p.er l.if.eti.me; and s.eri.al m.on.og.amy, wh.er.e pe.ople can 

be m.arri.ed to m.or.e than one p.ers.on, b.ut only in succ.essi.on. Th.er.e ar.e also 

s.ev.er.al sp.ec.i.aliz.ed typ.es of m.on.og.amous m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips that inv.olve 

cous.ins: b.il.at.er.al, matr.il.at.er.al, patr.il.at.er.al and p.ar.all.el cous.in m.arit.al 
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re.lati.onsh.ips (K.al.a.f.ut, 2007). B.il.at.er.al cr.oss cous.in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip occ.urs 

when two men m.arry each oth.er's sist.ers. This entw.in.es f.am.ili.es v.ery cl.os.ely, 

and s.om.e s.oc.i.eti.es c.ont.in.ue it ov.er s.ev.er.al gen.erati.ons. Matr.il.at.er.al cr.oss 

cous.in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip occ.urs when a man is exp.ect.ed to m.arry his m.oth.er's 

br.oth.er's d.aught.er. C.ont.inu.ed ov.er a numb.er of gen.erati.ons, this eventu.ally 

f.orms a ci.rcle wh.er.e ev.ery.one is c.onn.ect.ed to each oth.er.   

Patr.il.at.er.al cr.oss-cous.in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip occ.urs when a man is exp.ect.ed to 

m.arry his fath.er's sist.er's d.aught.er. C.ont.inu.ed ov.er a numb.er of gen.erati.ons, this 

eventu.ally f.orms a ci.rcle wh.er.e ev.ery.one is c.onn.ect.ed to each oth.er. P.ar.all.el 

cous.in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is an int.er.est.ing f.orm of m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip 

enco.urag.ed in s.om.e s.oc.i.eti.es b.et.ween the ch.ild.ren of two br.oth.ers. This h.elps 

ke.ep inh.eritance and pr.op.erty with.in the f.am.ily l.ine (K.al.a.f.ut, 2007).   

2.1.2  M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on  

M.arria.ge is a s.oc.i.al instit.uti.on f.or u.ni.on of a man and his w.ife in b.ody and soul 

(Ol.ay.inka, 1990). Many coupl.es ar.e able to f.ind all the k.ey ingr.edients in the.ir 

m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips and ar.e h.appy and satisfi.ed with the.ir m.arri.ed l.ife. Oth.ers 

lack s.om.e el.em.ents in the.ir b.ond wh.ich g.iv.es rise to c.ons.eq.uenc.es that ar.e n.ot 

alw.ays d.esi.r.ed (Ali, Isr.ar, Ali and Janjua, 2009). One of the vis.ible reas.ons why 

m.arri.ed coupl.es f.ind m.arria.ge as a th.reaten.ing b.ond is that th.ey face a numb.er of 

pr.obl.ems wh.ile be.ing in a re.lati.onsh.ip, and also b.ec.ause th.ey ar.e n.ot str.ong 

enough to ov.erc.om.e or s.olve th.ese pr.obl.ems. Lack of trust, m.utu.al r.esp.ect, 

c.ommun.icati.on, l.ove, and und.erstand.ing c.ontr.ib.ut.es to the d.et.eri.orati.on of the 

b.ond. That is why coupl.es face adv.erse c.ons.eq.uenc.es l.ike s.ep.arati.on and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on.   

One of the str.ong.est, m.ost c.onsistent ben.efits of m.arit.al satis.facti.on is b.ett.er 

phys.ic.al he.alth and its c.ons.eq.uence, l.ong.er l.ife. M.arri.ed pe.ople exp.erienc.ing a 

h.appy m.arit.al satis.facti.on ar.e l.ess l.ik.ely than unm.arri.ed pe.ople to suff.er fr.om 

l.ong-t.erm illn.ess or disab.ility (M.urphy, G.las.er and Grundy, 2007), and th.ey h.ave 

b.ett.er s.urv.iv.al rat.es f.or s.om.e illn.ess.es (G.oo.dw.in, Hunt, K.ey, S.am.et and 

J.onathan, 2007). Th.ey h.ave few.er phys.ic.al pr.obl.ems and a low.er risk of death 
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fr.om v.arious c.aus.es, esp.ec.i.ally th.ose with a beh.avio.ur.al c.omp.onent; the he.alth 

ben.efits ar.e gen.er.ally l.arg.er f.or men (R.oss, M.irowsky and G.oldsteen 2015). 

S.im.il.arly, although th.er.e ar.e exc.epti.ons and the matt.er r.ema.ins c.ontr.ov.ersi.al 

(Sloan, Bagi.el.la and Po.we.ll, 2009), a grow.ing b.ody of r.ese.arch d.ocu.ments an 

ass.oc.iati.on b.et.ween m.arit.al satis.facti.on and b.ett.er o.utc.om.es on a v.ari.ety of 

phys.ic.al he.alth measu.r.es, includ.ing pr.obl.ems re.lat.ed to he.art disease, str.oke, 

hyp.ertensi.on, canc.er, gastro.int.est.in.al disease, as we.ll as ov.er.all he.alth status and 

l.ife exp.ectancy.   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is also ass.oc.iat.ed with g.reat.er ov.er.all h.app.in.ess. An.alysis 

of data fr.om the Gen.er.al S.oc.i.al S.urv.eys of 2015–2016 shows that, oth.er fact.ors 

h.eld c.onstant, the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d that a r.esp.ondent would r.ep.ort be.ing h.appy with 

l.ife in gen.er.al is substanti.ally h.igh.er am.ong th.ose who ar.e m.arri.ed than am.ong 

th.ose who h.ave n.ev.er been m.arri.ed or h.ave been p.re.viously m.arri.ed; the 

mag.nitude of the g.ap has r.ema.in.ed fa.irly stable ov.er the past 35 ye.ars and is 

s.im.il.ar f.or men and w.om.en (Waite and G.al.lagh.er, 2015).   

The argu.ment f.or ben.efits fr.om m.arit.al satis.facti.on st.emm.ing fr.om its 

int.egrat.ive infl.uence runs as f.ollows: M.arit.al satis.facti.on impli.es l.ove, int.imacy, 

and friendsh.ip. The s.oc.i.al int.egrati.on and supp.ort it thus pr.ov.id.es is a k.ey 

chann.el through wh.ich it leads to impr.ov.ed ment.al and phys.ic.al he.alth. 

Exp.erienc.ing m.arit.al satis.facti.on means h.av.ing s.om.e.one who can pr.ov.ide 

em.oti.on.al supp.ort on a re.gul.ar basis, th.er.e.by d.ec.reas.ing d.epr.essi.on, an.xi.ety, 

and oth.er psych.ol.og.ic.al pr.obl.ems, and impr.ov.ing ov.er.all ment.al he.alth. In t.urn, 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on c.ontr.ib.ut.es to enhanc.ed phys.ic.al we.lln.ess. Supp.ort fr.om the 

spouse can also impr.ove phys.ic.al he.alth di.r.ectly, by a.id.ing e.arly d.et.ecti.on and 

t.reat.ment and by pr.om.ot.ing spe.edi.er r.ec.ov.ery fr.om illn.ess (R.oss, M.irowsky and 

G.oldsteen, 2015). Fr.om the p.ersp.ect.ive of ch.ild.ren, the m.utu.al h.elp that p.ar.ents 

g.ive to each oth.er is p.art of the s.ett.ing that pr.ov.id.es ad.vantag.es to yo.uths who 

grow up in m.arri.ed-couple househ.olds. In additi.on to cl.ose supp.ort fr.om the 

spouse, m.arria.ge c.onn.ects pe.ople to oth.er ind.iv.idu.als, oth.er s.oc.i.al groups (e.g., 

in-.laws), and oth.er s.oc.i.al instit.uti.ons (St.olzenb.erg, B.la.ir-L.oy and Waite, 2005), 
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and this int.egrati.on in.to a w.id.er s.oc.i.al n.etw.ork has additi.on.al p.osit.ive eff.ects 

b.oth on spous.es and on the.ir ch.ild.ren (McLanahan and Sand.ef.ur, 2004).   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on also has a re.gu.lat.ive functi.on. M.arri.ed w.om.en with b.reast 

canc.ers ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely than the.ir s.ingle count.erp.arts to h.ave s.om.e.one (usu.ally 

men) who cl.os.ely mo.nit.ors the.ir he.alth-.re.lat.ed c.onduct; m.arria.ge also 

c.ontr.ib.ut.es to s.elf-.re.gu.lati.on and the int.ern.alizati.on of n.orms f.or he.althful 

beh.avio.ur (Umb.ers.on, 2007). P.osit.ive and n.egat.ive ext.ern.aliti.es with.in m.arria.ge 

also pl.ay a r.ole: when an ind.iv.idu.al beh.av.es in a w.ay that is c.onduc.ive to g.oo.d 

he.alth, the ben.efits sp.ill ov.er to the spouse; s.im.il.arly, unhe.althy beh.avio.urs 

infl.ict d.ama.ge n.ot only on the ind.iv.idu.al, b.ut also on the p.artn.er. In this w.ay, 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on pr.om.ot.es he.althy c.onduct. In additi.on, the enhanc.ed sense of 

mean.ing and pu.rp.ose pr.ov.id.ed by m.arit.al satis.facti.on inh.ibits s.elf-d.estruct.ive 

act.iviti.es (G.ove, 2003). C.onsistent with this chann.el of c.aus.ality, m.arri.ed 

w.om.en with b.reast canc.ers h.ave low.er rat.es of m.ort.ality f.or v.irtu.ally all c.aus.es 

of death in wh.ich the p.ers.on‘s psych.ol.og.ic.al c.onditi.on and beh.avio.ur pl.ay a 

maj.or r.ole (G.ove, 2003).  

Although the m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is un.doubt.edly str.ess.ed by a diagn.osis of 

b.reast canc.er, many coupl.es se.em to h.ave the r.eso.urc.es to me.et this ch.allen.ge, to 

acqui.re the appr.opriate supp.ort to do so (T.ayl.or-Brown, K.ilpatr.ick and 

M.auns.ell, 2010). Cl.in.ic.al exp.erience and s.om.e r.ese.arch sugg.est that s.om.e 

coupl.es fac.ing canc.er p.erce.ive that the.ir m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip impr.ov.ed s.ince the 

canc.er epis.ode (Th.orn.to.n, 2015). M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on has also been found 

am.ong th.ose with canc.er (D.orv.al, M.auns.ell, T.ayl.or-Brown and K.ilpatr.ick, 2009; 

We.ihs, Enr.ight, Ho.we and S.im.mens, 2009). M.or.e.ov.er, am.ong canc.er patients 

wh.ose m.arriag.es fa.il, it is n.ot b.ec.ause re.lati.onsh.ips b.ec.om.e disc.ontent.ed 

f.ollow.ing canc.er diagn.osis. D.iv.orce and b.rea.kups occ.ur pr.im.ar.ily am.ong th.ose 

r.ep.ort.ing that m.arit.al d.iff.iculti.es p.re-dat.ed the.ir diagn.osis (D.orv.al, M.auns.ell, 

T.ayl.or-Brown and K.ilpatr.ick 2009). In additi.on to gen.er.al psych.ol.og.ic.al distr.ess 

or d.epr.essi.on in p.art.icul.ar, m.arit.al dish.arm.ony m.ay also c.ontr.ib.ute to po.or 

he.alth. One ro.ute f.or he.alth eff.ects m.ay be via po.or he.alth habits. F.or ex.ample, 
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m.arit.al satis.facti.on has been ass.oc.iat.ed with inc.reas.ed c.ompliance with m.ed.ic.al 

re.gi.mens (B.urman and M.arg.ol.in, 2015), wh.er.eas m.arit.al dish.arm.ony has been 

ass.oc.iat.ed with po.or.er c.ompliance (e.g., pr.obl.emat.ic we.ight ga.in f.ollow.ing 

s.urg.ery) (Lewis, Ro.ok and Schw.arz.er, 2004).   

Th.er.e ar.e s.ev.er.al d.ef.in.iti.ons of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. One of the m.ost acc.ept.ed 

d.ef.in.iti.ons was pr.op.os.ed by Lawrance and By.ers (2015), who d.ef.in.ed it as 

aff.ect.ive r.esp.onse aris.ing fr.om one‘s subj.ect.ive e.v.aluati.on of the p.osit.ive and 

n.egat.ive di.mensi.ons ass.oc.iat.ed with one‘s m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip. M.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on is a re.le.vant c.omp.onent of human m.arit.ality that is c.ons.id.er.ed to 

be the last sta.ge of the m.arit.al r.esp.onse cycle (Bass.on, 2001; Si.erra and Bu.e.la-

Cas.al, 2004) and a m.arit.al r.ight (W.orld He.alth Orga.nizati.on, 2010). It is also a 

k.ey fact.or in ind.iv.idu.als‘ ov.er.all qu.ality of l.ife. F.or ex.ample, po.or state of 

phys.ic.al and psych.ol.og.ic.al he.alth and ov.er.all we.ll-.be.ing and qu.ality of l.ife h.ave 

been ass.oc.iat.ed with h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. S.im.il.arly, re.lati.on.al asp.ects 

such as low re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on (Hend.ers.on, Leh.av.ot, and S.imo.ni, 2009), 

in.eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on with one‘s p.artn.er and lack of m.arit.al ass.ert.iven.ess 

(Ha.avio-Man.il.a and K.ontu.la, 2007) h.ave been found to be re.lat.ed to g.reat.er 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is a t.erm that is d.iv.erse in its d.ef.in.iti.ons, and th.er.e is no 

c.onsensus on its mean.ing. Lawrance and By.ers (2015) exp.la.in.ed m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on as an eff.ect.ive reacti.on aris.ing fr.om one‘s p .ers.on.al e.v.aluati.on of 

the p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive asp.ects ass.oc.iat.ed with one‘s m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip. On 

the oth.er hand, s.om.e r.ese.arch.ers such as Ren.aud et al. (2007) and Zhou (2003) 

stat.ed that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is the absence of satis.facti.on. In additi.on, 

MacNe.il and By.ers (2005) d.ef.in.ed m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on as the exchan.ge of 

p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive asp.ects of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on b.et.ween the ind.iv.idu.al 

and the.ir p.artn.er. C.ons.eq.uently, it is cle.ar that th.er.e is no c.onsensus on the 

c.onc.eptu.alizati.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is d.ef.in.ed as an eff.ect.ive r.esp.onse aris.ing fr.om one‘s

subj.ect.ive e.v.aluati.on of the p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive di.mensi.ons ass.oc.iat.ed with 
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one‘s m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip (T.imm, 2009). It is stat.ed that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is 

aff.ect.ed by b.oth ind.iv.idu.al and re.lati.onsh.ip fact.ors (B.erg-Cr.oss, 2001). S.ince 

m.arit.al l.ife has a mult.idi.mensi.on.al natu.re and m.arit.al pr.obl.ems ar.e gen.er.ally 

multi-.fact.or.al (Cro.we, 2005), it is us.eful to ex.am.ine all the ind.iv.idu.al, 

re.lati.onsh.ip orient.ed and bio-s.oc.i.ocult.ur.al fact.ors that aff.ect m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on. Lawrance and By.ers (2015) and Lawrance (2004) re.view.ed and 

critiqu.ed e.xist.ing d.ef.in.iti.ons of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. F.irst, pe.ople alw.ays n.ote 

that th.er.e has n.ot been a c.onsistent c.onc.eptu.al d.ef.in.iti.on of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on us.ed eith.er in the r.ese.arch or in the cl.in.ic.al lit.eratu.re (P.erlman 

and Abr.ams.on, 2015). In fact, many au.th.ors use the t.erm m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

witho.ut d.ef.in.ing it at all or use a t.au.t.ol.og.ic.al d.ef.in.iti.on such as 

satis.facti.on,wh.ich is c.onc.eptu.aliz.ed as the d.eg.ree to wh.ich [.one] is satisfi.ed with 

one's sex l.ife (P.inn.ey, G.err.ard and Denn.ey, 2007).  

S.ec.ondly, it was n.ot.ed that the op.erati.on.al d.ef.in.iti.ons of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

h.ave been equ.ally inc.onsistent and inad.equate (Lawrance and By.ers, 2015). F.or 

ex.ample, many r.ese.arch.ers h.ave ass.ess.ed m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on by h.av.ing 

r.esp.ondents rate the.ir m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip on a s.ingle bi-p.ol.ar sc.ale. F.or s.om.e of 

th.ese r.ese.arch.ers, the opp.osite of m.arti.ally satisfi.ed is m.arti.ally dissatisfi.ed, f.or 

oth.ers it is n.ot at all satisfi.ed, wh.ile f.or oth.ers st.ill, it is m.arti.ally frustrat.ed 

(Frank, And.ers.on and Ru.benste.in, 2008; J.ob.es, 2016). It is n.ot cle.ar wh.eth.er 

th.ese sc.al.es, all pu.rp.ort.ed to measu.re m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, ar.e equ.iv.alent.  

Ho.we.v.er, m.arit.al pleasu.re and m.arit.al satis.facti.on is n.ot n.ec.ess.ar.ily the s.am.e 

th.ing. A p.ers.on who f.inds much beh.avio.ur to be pleas.urable could n.ev.erth.el.ess 

be dissatisfi.ed with his/h.er m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip. P.erh.aps the r.esp.ondent and 

his/h.er p.artn.er do n.ot enga.ge in th.ose beh.avio.urs f.re.q.uently enough; p.erh.aps the 

em.oti.on.al c.onn.ect.edn.ess is miss.ing fr.om the m.arit.al int.eracti.on; p.erh.aps the 

p.artn.er do.es n.ot f.ind th.ese beh.avio.urs pleas.urable, and so on. The 

inc.onsisten.ci.es in op.erati.on.aliz.ing and ass.ess.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

d.em.onstrate a lack of und.erstand.ing and ag.re.em.ent in o.ur c.onc.eptu.alizati.on of 
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m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. The discr.epant d.ef.in.iti.ons also m.ake it d.iff.icult to 

c.omp.ar.e r.esults acr.oss studi.es.   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is m.or.e than phys.ic.al displeasu.re. It is m.or.e than the 

inf.re.q.uency of sex, or the inc.onsistency of orgasm, although th.ese h.ave 

s.om.eti.m.es been us.ed as measu.r.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. C.erta.inly, j.ob 

satis.facti.on is r.ar.e.ly equat.ed with the numb.er of ho.urs w.ork.ed or the numb.er of 

pr.om.oti.ons r.ece.iv.ed. N.or is m.arit.al satis.facti.on equ.iv.alent to a lack of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on or a lack of m.arit.al dysfuncti.on (Lawrance, 2004; Lawrance and 

By.ers, 2015). In fact, MacNe.il and By.ers (2007) found that although ind.iv.idu.als 

with m.or.e m.arit.al c.onc.erns and pr.obl.ems r.ep.ort.ed low.er m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, 

the numb.ers of m.arit.al c.onc.erns and m.arit.al pr.obl.ems account.ed f.or only 22% of 

the v.ariance in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

2.1.3  Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy 

Hendrix‘s Imago Th.er.apy approach is a sh.ort-t.erm t.reat.ment that c.omb.in.es 

ins.ight and pract.ic.al sk.ills. The background of this view or.ig.inat.es with the 

psychoan.alyt.ic the.ory of F.re.ud et al., Young‘s attach.ment and obj.ect re.lati.ons 

the.ory, int.erp.ers.on.al the.ory, I-Thou ph.il.os.ophy, and S.oc.i.al le.arn.ing the.ory. This 

p.ersp.ect.ive emphasiz.es the impact of ind.iv.idu.als‘ int.eracti.on on each oth.er, 

qu.esti.ons the ind.iv.idu.al and syst.em.ic p.arad.igm views, emphasiz.es the 

re.lati.onsh.ip p.arad.igm, and us.es the pow.er of re.lati.onsh.ip as a so.urce of he.al.ing. 

The he.art of this p.ersp.ect.ive is to h.elp coupl.es to m.ake he.althy c.ontact with each 

oth.er, m.or.e empathy f.or und.erstand.ing each oth.er through c.onv.ersati.ons and 

c.ons.cious discussi.ons, c.reati.on of a s.afe env.ir.on.ment f.or satis.facti.on of ne.eds, 

and he.al.ing the ch.ildh.oo.d wounds (Brown, 1999). In ord.er to inc.rease r.es.iliency 

and ment.al he.alth of coupl.es and de.al.ing with the pr.obl.ems d.ue to th.em, 

num.erous r.ese.arch.es h.ave re.view.ed the impact of approach.es of Imago 

Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (Et.emadi, 2005), C.og.nit.ive-Beh.avio.ur.al Th.er.apy 

(Et.emadi, 2005), Re.lati.onsh.ip Enr.ich.ment Th.er.apy (M.azloumi, 2007), and S.elf-

d.iff.er.entiati.on Educati.on (Kh.azaie, 2007) and each approach has pr.esent.ed 

sp.ec.if.ic m.ed.ic.al and educati.on.al m.eth.ods bas.ed on its sp.ec.if.ic expr.essi.ons. 



26 

Am.ong th.ese approach.es, the Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy has been g.iven the 

least c.ons.id.erati.on. Acc.ord.ing to this p.ersp.ect.ive, the growth stag.es of 

ch.ildh.oo.d, p.art.icul.arly e.arly re.lati.onsh.ips with p.ar.ents, ar.e eff.ect.ive on the 

m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip.   

Ch.oo.s.ing a spouse is n.ot only a c.ons.cious pr.oc.ess in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips, b.ut 

it‘s an imp.ortant subc.ons.cious p.art; th.er.ef.or.e, it‘s re.qui.r.ed to c.ompl.ete the 

unf.in.ish.ed stag.es of ch.ildh.oo.d and to he.al the em.oti.on.al wounds. In this 

m.eth.od, by und.erstand.ing the subc.ons.cious pr.oc.ess in the.ir spous.es and 

th.ems.elv.es, spous.es can le.arn sk.ills f.or he.al.ing the ch.ildh.oo.d wounds and 

c.reat.ing he.althy beh.avio.ur, and by t.urn.ing m.arria.ge and subc.ons.cious 

re.lati.onsh.ip in.to a c.ons.cious m.arria.ge, th.ey can achi.eve the.ir re.qui.r.ed l.ove and 

int.imacy (Hendrix cit.ed in Sadrjaha.ni et al., 2010).  

The imago re.lati.onsh.ip approach c.omb.in.es the educati.on and t.reat.ment 

pr.ogr.ams f.or coupl.es in ord.er to r.ef.orm the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips (L.oc.it and Hana cit.ed 

in Et.emadi, Am.inja.f.ari and Shahsiah, 2014). The pow.er of imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

the.ory is that f.irstly it teach.es spous.es abo.ut how and why c.onfl.icts occ.ur, and 

then it teach.es the to.ols and t.ech.niqu.es f.or s.olv.ing the issu.es (Hendr.icks, 2016). 

Imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy is a pr.oc.ess in wh.ich ind.iv.idu.als ar.e g.iven 

knowl.ed.ge and inf.ormati.on and, m.or.e imp.ortantly, th.ey ar.e t.aught abo.ut 

unc.ons.cious asp.ects of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips and the ro.ot of the.ir c.onfl.icts, rath.er 

than s.olv.ing pr.obl.ems sup.erf.ic.i.ally (L.ipthr.ott cit.ed in Sadrjaha.ni, Et.emadi, 

Sad.ipo.ur and Arian, 2010). With the go.al of re.view of impact of couple th.er.apy 

by m.eth.od of imago re.lati.onsh.ip, E.et.emadi (2005) c.onduct.ed a r.ese.arch abo.ut 

couple‘s int.imacy. The r.esults ind.icat.ed that the educati.on bas.ed on the imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip has inc.reas.ed the int.imacy b.et.ween coupl.es. P.er the r.esults of 

R.otand.ar and T.im.oc.i cit.ed in Veisi (2009), bas.ed on the coupl.es‘ imago

re.lati.onsh.ip, this patt.ern, i.e. the imago re.lati.onsh.ip, has been eff.ect.ive on 

d.es.irable m.arit.al l.ife and he.althy ch.ild.ren.    

Th.er.ef.or.e, educati.on.al int.erventi.ons in the fi.eld of l.ife impr.ov.em.ent and f.am.ily 

re.lati.onsh.ips c.ause the d.ec.rease of c.onfl.icts and inc.rease of h.app.in.ess and l.ife 
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satis.facti.on. The imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy gu.id.es ind.iv.idu.als in ass.ess.ment, 

go.al-s.ett.ing, and s.elf-chang.ing in troubl.ed fi.elds of l.ife. Inc.reas.ing r.es.iliency 

and ment.al he.alth, a w.arm and pr.omis.ing atm.osph.er.e is c.reat.ed in f.am.ily and 

f.am.ily m.emb.ers‘ re.lati.onsh.ips ar.e inc.reas.ed. G.iven that one of the m.eth.ods to 

pr.om.ote ment.al he.alth and r.es.iliency in m.arri.ed w.om.en is educat.ing and 

tra.in.ing th.em, educati.on - in the fi.elds of infrastruct.ur.al sk.ills - is a v.ery 

eff.ect.ive w.ay.   

2.1.3.1   C.omp.onents of Imago Th.er.apy  

H.arv.ille Hendrix and H.elen LaK.elly Hunt d.ev.el.op.ed imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy 

in 1980 as a the.or.et.ic.al and appli.ed m.etho.d.ol.ogy f.or w.ork.ing with coupl.es in 

c.ommitt.ed re.lati.onsh.ips (M.art.in and Bie.lawski, 2011). Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip 

Th.er.apy int.egrat.es psych.odyn.am.ic approach.es (e.g., ego psych.ol.ogy, attach.ment 

the.ory, and obj.ect.re.lati.ons psych.ol.ogy), transacti.on.al an.alysis, and c.og.nit.ive-

.beh.avio.ur.al approach.es and hyp.oth.esiz.es that unc.ons.cious fact.ors pl.ay a 

s.ign.if.icant r.ole in mate s.el.ecti.on and the d.ev.el.op.ment of c.onfl.ict in r.omant.ic 

re.lati.onsh.ips (Zi.el.inski, 1999).   

Unc.ons.cious p.artn.er s.el.ecti.on c.reat.es an opp.ortu.nity to he.al a c.onn.ecti.on that 

was l.ost in ch.ildh.oo.d by inc.reas.ing empathy, und.erstand.ing, and c.ommun.icati.on 

with one‘s adult r.omant.ic p.artn.er (L.ove and Shulk.in, 2001). In he.al.ing 

ch.ildh.oo.d wounds, Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy emphasiz.es growth with.in a 

re.lati.on.al p.arad.igm by f.ocus.ing on the s.elf-.in-.re.lati.on rath.er than the s.elf-as-

.ind.ependent. Growth is seen as occ.urr.ing through re.lati.onsh.ips, as opp.os.ed to 

through ind.iv.iduati.on and s.ep.araten.ess, wh.ich is often to.ut.ed as the p.innacle of 

p.ers.on.ality d.ev.el.op.ment (Banks, 2011).   

The s.elf-.in-.re.lati.on f.irst occ.urs in in.fancy b.et.ween ch.ild and c.ar.et.ak.er. With.in 

this f.irst int.imate re.lati.onsh.ip, the ch.ild le.arns to d.ef.ine the s.elf through acti.ons 

and w.ords that r.ece.ive eith.er v.al.idati.on or n.egl.ect fr.om e.arly c.ar.et.ak.ers. Th.ese 

int.eracti.ons, in t.urn, fac.ilitate a growth pr.oc.ess that can bu.ild c.onn.ecti.on and 

empathy or f.ost.er d.efens.ive disc.onn.ecti.on (J.ordan, 1995). If an ind.iv.idu.al 

exp.erienc.es ongo.ing vi.ol.ati.on in cl.ose re.lati.onsh.ips, then s.elf-pr.ot.ecti.on is 
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le.arn.ed and impl.em.ent.ed (J.ordan, 1995). Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy se.eks to 

c.orr.ect d.ev.el.op.ment.al stumbl.ing bl.ocks and ch.ildh.oo.d wounds by r.est.or.ing the 

c.onn.ecti.on b.et.ween p.artn.ers. Imago th.er.apists act.iv.ely h.elp coupl.es le.arn and 

apply c.onn.ecti.on-bu.ild.ing sk.ills through a numb.er of sp.ec.if.ic int.erventi.ons, such 

as the couple‘s di.al.og.ue, p.ar.ent – ch.ild di.al.og.ue, beh.avio.ur chan.ge re.qu.est 

di.al.og.ue, and imago w.or.kup. The f.ollow.ing p.aragr.aphs summ.arize th.ese 

int.erventi.ons and ar.e drawn fr.om the imago tra.in.ing manu.al:  

i. The Couple‟s Di.al.og.ue: Imago th.er.apy is p.erh.aps b.est r.ec.og.niz.ed by 

the use of the couple‘s di.al.og.ue. The couple le.arns to eff.ect.iv.ely c.ommun.icate 

by t.ak.ing t.urns as the ―send.er‖ or the ―r.ece.iv.er.‖ By us.ing a th.ree-st.ep pr.oc.ess of 

m.irr.or.ing, v.al.idat.ing c.onc.erns, and expr.ess.ing empathy, coupl.es pract.ice 

p.ar.aphras.ing, int.erpr.et.ing c.ontent and mean.ing, and ask.ing f.or cl.ar.if.icati.on. 

Coupl.es le.arn to expr.ess genu.ine c.ar.e f.or each oth.er and ar.e c.urious abo.ut each 

oth.er‘s views wh .ich c.reate fe.el.ings of s.af.ety, even in ti.m.es of disag.re.em.ent.   

ii. The P.ar.ent–Ch.ild Di.al.og.ue: This di.al.og.ue t.ak.es the send.er back to 

the.ir exp.erienc.es in ch.ildh.oo.d, allow.ing the send.er to ident.ify his or h.er thoughts 

and fe.el.ings ass.oc.iat.ed with a ch.ildh.oo.d c.ar.et.ak.er and then di.r.ect th.em tow.ards 

his or h.er c.ur.rent r.omant.ic p.artn.er. The di.al.og.ue is d.es.ign.ed to enable the 

r.ece.iv.er to exp.erience empathy f.or the send.er‘s unm.et ch.ildh.oo.d ne.eds and 

und.erstand how th.ey re.late to pr.esent ne.eds in the re.lati.onsh.ip.   

iii. The Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.est Di.al.og.ue: This pr.oc.ess is a f.orm.al 

expr.essi.on fr.om the send.er that allows the r.ece.iv.er to he.ar and empathize with a 

pr.esent frustrati.on in the re.lati.onsh.ip and how it re.lat.es to an unm.et ch.ildh.oo.d 

ne.ed. At the end of the di.al.og.ue, the send.er re.qu.ests th.ree sp.ec.if.ic, sm.all 

beh.avio.ur chang.es that re.late to the frustrati.on (e.g., ―I re.qu.est that you m.ake 

d.inn.er f.or me once d.ur.ing the next we.ek‖). The r.ece.iv.er then ch.oo.s.es to try one 

of the re.qu.est.ed beh.avio.ur chang.es. The couple is t.aught sp.ec.if.ic go.al-s.ett.ing 

t.ech.niqu.es to me.et the expr.ess.ed ne.eds and ar.e enco.urag.ed to displ.ay gratitude 

f.or the vuln.erable expr.essi.on of p.ers.on.al ne.eds.   
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v. The Imago W.or.kup: The imago w.or.kup is a psycho-.educati.on.al ex.er.cise that 

enco.urag.es ind.iv.idu.als to ident.ify p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive traits in the.ir p.artn.er 

that ar.e s.im.il.ar to th.ose of an e.arly ch.ildh.oo.d c.ar.et.ak.er (e.g., av.a.il.able, 

en.erg.et.ic, sh.ortt.emp.er.ed, or ov.er.be.ar.ing). This h.elps the couple und.erstand the 

s.im.il.ariti.es b.et.ween the.ir r.omant.ic p.artn.er and ch.ildh.oo.d c.ar.et.ak.ers and how 

th.ese s.im.il.ariti.es can c.ontr.ib.ute to re.lati.onsh.ip frustrati.ons.   

.iv. Imago R.ese.arch: S.ev.er.al n.onrand.omiz.ed, n.on-c.ontr.oll.ed p.re.l.im.in.ary 

r.ese.arch studi.es h.ave been c.onduct.ed that lend s.om.e v.al.idity to the eff.icacy of 

Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (Hannah, Luqu.et and McC.orm.ick, 1997; Luqu.et 

and Hannah, 1996). Imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy is usu.ally d.el.iv.er.ed through 

eith.er traditi.on.al inoff.ice th.er.apy or through the G.ett.ing the L.ove You Want 

W.orksh.op (GTLYW W.orksh.op), a manu.aliz.ed, 2-d.ay psycho-.educati.on.al 

w.orksh.op c.onduct.ed by c.ert.ifi.ed pr.esent.ers. Studi.es h.ave been c.onduct.ed in 

b.oth s.ett.ings (Pitn.er and Ba.il.ey, 1998; We.igle, 2016). Luqu.et and Hannah (1996) 

hyp.oth.esiz.ed that Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy would h.ave a p.osit.ive eff.ect on 

c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills and sp.ec.if.ic.ally that Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy would 

pr.om.ote empathy, int.imacy, and c.onfl.ict r.es.ol.uti.on in coupl.es‘ re.lati.onsh.ips. 

The r.ese.arch.ers adm.in.ist.er.ed the M.arit.al Satis.facti.on Invent.ory (Snyd.er, W.ills, 

and Keis.er, 2011) to an.alyse coupl.es‘ pr.ogr.ess.   

Up.on c.ompl.et.ing a manu.aliz.ed six-s.essi.on co.urse of imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy, 

the n.ine coupl.es show.ed s.ign.if.icant impr.ov.em.ent on the subsc.al.es of Gl.ob.al 

Distr.ess, Aff.ect.ive C.ommun.icati.on, and Pr.obl.em S.olv.ing C.ommun.icati.on. In a 

f.urth.er ex.am.inati.on of data an.alys.ed by Luqu.et and Hannah (1996), Hannah et 

al. (1997) ass.ess.ed p.art.ic.ipants‘ functio.n.ing in the l.ife ar.eas of f.am.ily, he.alth, 

int.imacy, s.oc.i.al l.ife, and w.ork. In the s.am.e s.ample, th.er.e w.er.e s.ign.if.icant 

chang.es on the W.ell-Be.ing, Sympt.oms, and L.ife-Functio.n.ing subsc.al.es. B.oth of 

th.ese studi.es w.er.e l.imit.ed by the.ir extr.em.e.ly sm.all s.ample size; use of a m.ostly 

C.aucasian, m.iddle-c.lass, and m.iddle-ag.ed s.ample; and re.liance on only 

c.or.re.lati.on.al an.alys.es when ex.am.in.ing ass.oc.iati.ons b.et.ween the o.utc.om.e 

measu.r.es.  
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2.1.4  Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy  

Beh.avio.ur.al m.arit.al th.er.apy st.art.ed with s.imple r.ese.arch c.onduct.ed on coupl.es 

in the 1960s. R.ob.ert Weiss and R.ich.ard Stu.art w.er.e the or.ig.in.al au.th.ors of such 

r.ese.arch. In e.arly 1970s Nathan Azr.in publish.ed his c.onc.ept of m.utu.al 

re.inf.orc.em.ent and r.ec.ipr.oc.ity. Azr.in stat.ed that human beh.avio.ur is ma.inta.in.ed 

by re.inf.orc.em.ent on the p.ers.on who p.erf.orm.ed the beh.avio.ur. Pe.ople h.ave a 

tendency to t.reat oth.ers as th.ey ar.e t.reat.ed and m.utu.al re.inf.orc.em.ent accounts at 

least p.arti.ally f.or c.onc.epts l.ike friendsh.ips, j.oy, and l.ove. Ne.il Jac.obs.on 

pi.one.er.ed the beh.avio.ur.al m.arit.al th.er.apy approach (Jacobson and Christensen, 

1996). He publish.ed a bo.ok with G.ay.la M.arg.ol.in, wh.ich la.unch.ed a s.oc.i.al 

le.arn.ing m.od.el of coupl.es‘ th.er.apy.   

In this m.od.el of th.er.apy, p.artn.ers le.arn to be n.ic.er to each oth.er through 

beh.avio.ur.al exchan.ge (c.ont.in.gency c.ontracts), c.ommun.icate b.ett.er and impr.ove 

the.ir c.onfl.ictr.es.ol.uti.on sk.ills. E.arly supp.ort c.am.e when G.ottman found that as 

l.ong as the ratio of p.osit.ive to n.egat.ive int.eracti.ons r.ema.ins at least f.ive to one, 

the re.lati.onsh.ip is st.urdy. When the ratio d.ips be.low that th.er.e is a 94 p.ercent 

chance that a couple w.ill d.iv.orce (Jacobson and Christensen, 1996). Oth.er 

au.th.ors h.ave found a r.ole f.or exchang.es as we.ll. Beh.avio.ur.al m.arit.al th.er.apy 

m.od.el r.ema.ins the m.ost r.ese.arch.ed m.od.el of f.am.ily th.er.apyand was found to be 

eff.ect.ive f.or t.reat.ing m.arit.al disc.ord and d.epr.essi.on in w.om.en. P.arts of the 

Beh.avio.ur.al Coupl.es Th.er.apy M.od.el, in p.art.icul.ar strat.eg.ic use of the 

c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills to re.inf.orce drug abst.inence and open di.al.og.ue abo.ut 

t.reat.ment, w.er.e intr.oduc.ed as a m.eth.od f.or g.ett.ing drug abus.ing p.artn.ers in.to 

t.reat.ment.   

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT) was d.ev.el.op.ed by Ne.il S. 

Jac.obs.on and And.rew Christensen, (1996). The m.od.el r.epr.esents a r.et.urn to 

c.ontextu.alism, functi.on.al an.alysis and Sk.inn.er's dist.incti.on b.et.ween 

c.ont.in.gency-sh.ap.ed and rul.eg.ov.ern.ed beh.avio.ur. Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple 

th.er.apy is ".int.egrat.ive" in at least two sens.es: F.irst, it int.egrat.es the tw.in go.als of 

acc.eptance and chan.ge as p.osit.ive o.utc.om.es f.or coupl.es in th.er.apy. Coupl.es who 
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succe.ed in th.er.apy usu.ally m.ake s.om.e c.oncr.ete chang.es to acc.omm.odate the 

ne.eds of the oth.er, b.ut th.ey also show g.reat.er em.oti.on.al acc.eptance of the oth.er. 

S.ec.ond, IBCT int.egrat.es a v.ari.ety of t.reat.ment strat.egi.es und.er a c.onsistent 

beh.avio.ur.al the.or.et.ic.al fr.am.ew.ork. It is c.ons.id.er.ed a th.ird gen.erati.on beh.avio.ur 

th.er.apyor s.om.eti.m.es c.all.ed cl.in.ic.al beh.avio.ur an.alysis 

B.oth the Int.egrat.ive and the Traditi.on.al Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy M.od.els 

h.ave or.ig.ins pr.im.ar.ily in Beh.avio.urism: the Traditi.on.al Beh.avio.ur.al Coupl.es 

Th.er.apy has m.or.e ro.ots in S.oc.i.al Le.arn.ing Pr.inc.ipl.es, wh.ile the latt.er m.od.el has 

ro.ots in Sk.inn.erian Beh.avio.urism. The latt.er m.od.el draws he.av.ily on the use of 

Functi.on.al An.alysis (Psych.ol.ogy) and the Sk.inn.erian dist.incti.on b.et.ween 

c.ont.in.gency-sh.ap.ed and rule-g.ov.ern.ed beh.avio.ur to b.al.ance acc.eptance and 

chan.ge in the re.lati.onsh.ip.   

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy em.erg.ed fr.om the obs.er.vati.on.al 

r.ese.arch of Ne.il, S. Jac.obs.on and And.rew Christensen c.onduct.ed d.ur.ing the 

1990s wh.er.e th.ey ident.ifi.ed c.onsistent s.eq.uenc.es of beh.avio.ur that 

d.iff.er.entiat.ed h.app.ily m.arri.ed fr.om unh.app.ily m.arri.ed coupl.es (Jacobson and 

Christensen, 1996). Jacobson and Christensen c.onduct.ed this r.ese.arch through the 

1980s wh.er.e th.ey sought to r.epl.icate the.ir f.ind.ings and expand the und.erstand.ing 

of what c.ontr.ib.ut.ed to m.arit.al h.app.in.ess and disc.ord. It was d.ur.ing this phase 

that Jacobson and Christensen (1996) r.ese.arch could pr.ed.ict wh.eth.er a couple 

would h.ave m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on with an av.era.ge of ov.er 90% us.ing the ratio of 

p.osit.ive to n.egat.ive c.om.ments, the pr.esence of fo.ur n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on 

patt.erns (crit.ic.ism, d.efens.iven.ess, c.ont.empt, and s.to.new.all.ing), physi.ol.ogy, and 

the Or.al Hist.ory Int.erview (Jacobson and Christensen, 1996; G.ottman, 1991; 

1994).   

Ne.il and And.rew (1996) c.ont.inu.ed the.ir r.ese.arch at the Un.iv.ersity of 

Wash.ing.to.n wh.er.e th.ey ma.inta.in.ed the Re.lati.onsh.ip R.ese.arch Instit.ute (.also 

known as the ―L.ove Lab‖). The Instit.ute‘s f.ocus is on bu.ild.ing and t.est.ing the.ir 

the.ori.es. Thus, Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy ev.olv.ed fr.om Jacobson 

and Christensen (1996) r.ese.arch and the be.li.ef that to m.ake re.lati.onsh.ips endu.re, 
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coupl.es must be b.ett.er friends, le.arn to mana.ge c.onfl.ict, and c.reate w.ays to 

supp.ort each oth.er`s h.op.es f.or the f.utu.re.   

The Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple th.er.apy m.od.el is a ―Sound Re.lati.onsh.ip 

House‖ that includ.es a s.eri.es of st.eps and ro.oms such as: bu.ild.ing l.ove m.aps, 

sh.ar.ing f.ondn.ess and adm.irati.on, t.urn.ing tow.ards one‘s p.artn.er f.or ne.eds, 

manag.ing c.onfl.ict, c.reat.ing opp.ortu.niti.es to discuss l.ife d.re.ams and h.op.es, 

c.reat.ing sh.ar.ed mean.ing, trust, and c.ommit.ment (Jacobson and Christensen, 

1996; G.ottman, 1999; G.ottman and S.ilv.er, 1999). The intent of the int.erventi.ons 

in Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy is to h.elp coupl.es inc.rease r.esp.ect, 

aff.ecti.on, and cl.osen.ess, r.es.olve c.onfl.ict when th.ey ar.e stuck, gen.erate g.reat.er 

und.erstand.ing b.et.ween p.artn.ers, and ke.ep c.onfl.ict discussi.ons c.alm. A th.er.apist 

us.ing Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy st.arts with a s.eri.es of ass.ess.ments 

and measu.r.es to d.et.erm.ine a couple‘s c.ommun.icati.on patt.erns, wh.er.e th.ey g.et 

stuck, as we.ll as oth.er fact.ors, and then leads th.em through a s.eri.es of gu.id.ed 

ex.er.cis.es that d.ev.el.ops the.ir ―Sound Re.lati.onsh.ip House‖.  

R.ese.arch abo.ut Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy is am.ong the m.or.e 

extens.ive f.or couple th.er.apy. In a rand.omis.ed cl.in.ic.al tri.al of w.orksh.ops 

teach.ing the c.omp.onents of a ―Sound Re.lati.onsh.ip House‖ on the.ir own and with 

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy, eff.ect.iven.ess was d.em.onstrat.ed with 

the g.reat.est on.eye.ar eff.ect.iven.ess f.or the c.omb.in.ed w.orksh.op and n.ine s.essi.ons 

of Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (Babc.ock, G.ottman, Ryan and 

G.ottman, 2013). S.even l.ongitud.in.al studi.es of coupl.es h.ave been c.ompl.et.ed 

expl.or.ing v.ariabl.es such as pr.ed.ict.ors of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in newlyw.eds 

(Ne.il and And.rew, 1996; C.arr.er.e and G.ottman, 1999) and what c.ontr.ib.ut.es to 

m.arti.al satis.facti.on ov.er the l.ong t.erm (G.ottman and Kr.okoff, 1989).    

As Hoffman (2011) po.ints o.ut, the couple fi.eld d.id n.ot d.ev.el.op in a 

stra.ightf.orw.ard fashi.on fr.om the ideas of e.arly th.ink.ers. The v.arious strands of 

the hist.ory of int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy in N.orth Am.er.ica h.ave been ident.ifi.ed 

as f.ollows: e.arly 20th cent.ury s.oc.i.al w.ork.ers who d.id h.om.e visits; couple and 

f.am.ily adv.ice off.er.ed by re.l.igious lead.ers such as m.in.ist.ers; the ch.ild gu.idance 
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m.ov.em.ent that em.erg.ed in the 1920s und.er the lead.ersh.ip of Alfr.ed Adl.er, 

am.ong oth.ers; the f.ormati.on of the Am.er.ican Ass.oc.iati.on of M.arria.ge and 

F.am.ily Th.er.apy in the 1940s; and the f.ormati.on of the Am.er.ican F.am.ily 

Th.er.apy Acad.emy in the 1970s (N.ich.ols, 2010).   

 

Also, the At.lant.ic Ch.ild Gu.idance Cent.re (ACGC) was establish.ed in the late 

1950s o.ut of a p.erce.iv.ed ne.ed f.or c.ommu.nity-bas.ed ch.ild and ad.ol.escent ment.al 

he.alth s.erv.ic.es. This newly inc.orp.orat.ed orga.nisati.on (ACGC) c.ol.lab.orat.ed with 

the Iza.ak W.al.to.n K.ill.am H.ospit.al (IWK) to h.ave ACGC pr.ov.ide a re.lat.iv.ely 

w.ide ran.ge of c.ommu.nity-bas.ed ch.ild and ad.ol.escent ment.al he.alth s.erv.ic.es in 

the g.reat.er H.al.if.axD.artmo.uth ar.ea. In the m.id-1990s, the N.ov.a Sc.otia 

g.ov.ern.ment re.qui.r.ed the IWK, the N.ov.a Sc.otia H.ospit.al, and the ACGC to 

m.er.ge ch.ild and ad.ol.escent ment.al he.alth s.erv.ic.es. The r.esult was a 

―Tr.if.ac.iliti.es‖ s.erv.ice, wh.ich in t.urn l.ed to the IWK t.ak.ing ov.er all ch.ild and 

ad.ol.escent ment.al he.alth s.erv.ic.es and in the ACGC ceas.ing to e.xist (Jacobson 

and Christensen, 1996; H.oll.ett, 2012).    

F.am.ily r.ese.arch with f.am.ili.es wh.er.e one m.emb.er was diagn.os.ed with 

schiz.oph.re.nia was the pr.im.ary f.ocus of the maj.ority of the pi.one.ers in the f.am.ily 

m.ov.em.ent (Gu.er.in, 1976). N.od.es of r.ese.arch, pract.ice and lead.ersh.ip w.er.e 

f.orm.ed in C.al.if.or.nia, B.alt.im.or.e, M.il.an, Ph.il.ad.elphia, New Y.ork, and At.lanta; 

and each cent.re had its own ch.arismat.ic lead.er. S.om.eti.m.es, th.ese centr.es would 

bu.ild on each oth.er‘s w.ork wh.ile often th.er.e w.er.e c.omp.et.ing p.arad.igms and 

approach.es that each vi.ed to be r.ec.og.niz.ed as the m.ost eff.ect.ive. F.or ex.ample, 

Jacks.on (1968) bu.ilt on Bat.es.on‘s cyb.ern.et.ic m.od.el through the 1960s, wh.ile 

P.aul (1985) d.ev.el.op.ed the th.ink.ing of f.am.ili.es as ev.olv.ing, n.on-.equ.il.ibrium 

syst.ems c.apable of transf.ormati.ons.   

C.ur.rently, th.er.e ar.e num.erous approach.es to w.ork.ing with coupl.es and f.am.ili.es. 

S.om.e of the m.or.e r.ecent inn.ov.ati.ons in the fi.eld draw on the r.ese.arch abo.ut 

r.es.ilience, with au.th.ors such as W.alsh (2016) and M.icha.el (2012) d.ev.el.op.ing 

approach.es to w.ork.ing with f.am.ili.es that situat.es th.em in the.ir s.oc.i.al ec.ol.ogi.es. 
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Also, Johns.on‘s (2004) use of Int.egrat.ive Couple Th.er.apy f.or w.ork.ing with 

coupl.es in an exp.erienti.al approach he.av.ily infl.uenc.ed by attach.ment the.ory and 

syst.ems the.ory that is c.ur.rently ga.in.ing p.op.ul.arity. In gen.er.al, int.egrat.ive couple 

approach views chan.ge in t.erms of the syst.ems of int.eracti.on b.et.ween m.emb.ers 

of a couple or f.am.ily. Sp.renkle, D.avis, and L.ebow (2009) exp.la.in that one 

dist.inct.ive c.omm.on el.em.ent in all l.arg.er syst.ems‘ th.er.api.es is c.onc.eptu.aliz.ing 

human d.iff.iculti.es in re.lati.on.al t.erms. Ho.we.v.er, pr.obl.ems m.ay or.ig.inate with an 

ind.iv.idu.al, be c.aus.ed by int.eracti.ons am.ong f.am.ily m.emb.ers, or arise fr.om 

f.orc.es ext.ern.al to a couple or f.am.ily such as a catastr.oph.ic event. Each couple or 

f.am.ily syst.em d.ev.el.ops u.niq.ue op.erat.ing rul.es wh.ich g.ov.ern the.ir beh.avio.ur 

and l.ife (B.alc.om, 1996). Int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy emphasis.es couple and 

f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ips as an imp.ortant fact.or in one‘s psych.ol.og.ic.al he.alth. The 

fi.eld of couple and f.am.ily th.er.apy also und.erstands that the structu.re and 

dyn.am.ics of f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ips ar.e str.ongly sh.ap.ed by f.orc.es with.in the 

broad.er s.oc.i.al c.ontext, such as cultu.re, race, gend.er, p.olit.ics, and ec.on.om.ics 

(McG.oldr.ick, 1998).    

The t.erm int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy r.ef.ers to two p.artn.ers who h.ave a 

re.lati.onsh.ip hist.ory t.og.eth.er and ant.ic.ipate a sh.ar.ed f.utu.re (M.ill.er, M.ill.er, 

Nunn.ally and Wackman, 1991). The fi.eld of int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy has a r.ich 

and d.iv.erse hist.ory ov.er the last 100 ye.ars or so. The r.ese.arch lit.eratu.re be.gan to 

em.er.ge m.or.e fully in the 1950s wh.ich f.ocus on f.am.ili.es de.al.ing with 

schiz.oph.re.nia and has ev.olv.ed s.ince then to c.ov.er a numb.er of approach.es 

ro.ot.ed in d.iff.er.ent p.arad.igms.   

2.1.4.1 C.omp.onents of Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy  

The.orists and practiti.on.ers of psych.oth.er.apy h.ave tri.ed to int.egrate the v.arious 

the.or.et.ic.al approach.es to th.er.apy. Even cl.in.ic.ians h.ave sugg.est.ed a numb.er of 

w.ays to int.egrate the v.arious couns.ell.ing the.ori.es or psych.oth.er.apy. Th.ese 

include t.echn.ic.al ecl.ect.ic.ism, the.or.et.ic.al int.egrati.on, ass.im.il.at.ive int.egrati.on, 

c.omm.on fact.ors, multi-the.or.et.ic.al psych.oth.er.apy and h.elp.ing sk.ills int.egrati.on 

(Jacobson and Christensen, 1996; N.orrcr.oss and G.olfri.ed, 2005). Int.egrat.ive 
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Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy has been an approach to thought that do.es n.ot h.old 

r.ig.idly to any s.ingle p.arad.igm or any s.ingle s.et of assumpti.ons, b.ut rath.er draws 

fr.om mult.iple the.ori.es to ga.in ins.ight in.to the exh.ibit.ed ch.allen.ge or phen.om.ena. 

In ecl.ect.ic.ism the practiti.on.er be.li.ev.es that many fact.ors infl.uence human 

beh.avio.ur and it is th.er.ef.or.e imp.ortant to c.ons.id.er clients‘ issu.es fr.om s.ev.er.al 

the.or.et.ic.al p.ersp.ect.iv.es (G.oldfi.eld, Pachankis, and B.ell, 2005).  

B.ec.ause this w.orks, an ecl.ect.ic th.er.apist us.es ass.ort.ed the.ori.es. The.or.et.ic.al 

int.egrati.on inv.olv.es the br.ing.ing t.og.eth.er of the.or.et.ic.al c.onc.epts fr.om disp.arate 

the.or.et.ic.al approach.es, s.om.e of wh.ich m.ay even pr.esent c.ontrast.ing views. 

Ho.we.v.er, the go.al is to int.egrate n.ot just th.er.apy t.ech.niqu.es, b.ut also the 

psych.oth.er.ap.eu.t.ic the.ori.es inv.olv.ed. Practiti.on.ers of the.or.et.ic.al enable th.em to 

m.ove b.ey.ond the.ir l.imitati.ons and disc.ov.er g.reat.er l.ife satis.facti.on (N.orcr.oss 

and G.oldfri.ed, 2015). The int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy m.ov.em.ent em.erg.ed in p.art 

as a reacti.on to the hist.or.ic.al patt.ern of d.ivis.iven.ess am.ong pr.op.onents of 

c.omp.et.ing psych.oth.er.ap.eu.t.ic traditi.ons.   

E.arly att.empts to r.ec.onc.ile psychoan.alyt.ic and beh.avio.ur.al views w.er.e m.et with 

r.esp.ons.es rang.ing fr.om bitt.er crit.ic.ism, to supp.ort f.or p.otenti.al c.onv.er.gence 

b.et.ween th.ese two l.in.es of inv.est.igati.on (Cas.to.ngu.ay et al., 2010). Thus be.gan a 

d.ebate that c.ont.inu.ed ov.er the ensu.ing d.ecad.es. Ho.we.v.er, by the e.arly 1980s, 

s.ev.er.al k.ey publ.icati.ons r.efl.ect.ed inc.reas.ed acc.eptance of int.egrat.ive ideas 

(Wis.er and G.oldfri.ed, 2013). S.im.il.arly, the grow.ing int.er.est in c.omb.in.ing 

th.er.api.es and psych.oth.er.api.es is in ke.ep.ing with int.egrat.ive pr.inc.ipl.es (S.afran 

and S.eg.al, 2010). As appli.ed to psych.oth.er.apy, the t.erm ―.int.egrati.on‖ has been

ascr.ib.ed v.arious mean.ings.   

The ―.int.egrat.ive p.ersp.ect.ive‖ den.ot.es a flex.ible, inclus.ive ov.er.all stance tow.ard 

the psych.oth.er.api.es view.ed broadly; its d.ef.in.ing pr.inc.ipl.es appe.ar lat.er in this 

study. Th.er.api.es that inc.orp.orate el.em.ents drawn fr.om d.iv.er.gent 

psych.oth.er.ap.eu.t.ic traditi.ons h.ave t.aken many f.orms. At the l.ev.el of t.ech.niq.ue, 

int.egrati.on has c.om.e to r.ef.er to th.ose m.eth.ods inv.olv.ing ―c.onc.eptu.al synth.esis 

of d.iv.erse the.or.et.ic.al syst.ems‖. By c.ontrast, t.echn.ic.al ecl.ect.ic m.eth.ods ar.e 
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ch.aract.eriz.ed by eff.orts to inc.orp.orate t.ech.niqu.es ind.ependent of the.ir 

the.or.et.ic.al und.erp.inn.ings (Jacobson and Christensen, 1996; N.orcr.oss and 

G.oldfri.ed, 2015). The phrase ―.int.egrat.ive approach.es‖ can also be us.ed; it r.ef.ers 

m.or.e inclus.iv.ely to the full ran.ge of strat.egi.es that h.ave been empl.oy.ed to this 

end. The re.le.vance of the int.egrat.ive p.ersp.ect.ive to m.od.ern psych.oth.er.apy 

educati.on be.g.ins with the cl.in.ic.al re.alm in wh.ich th.er.apists pract.ice (M.ess.er, 

2016).   

Mult.iple psych.oth.er.ap.eu.t.ic m.od.aliti.es ar.e now seen as appl.icable with.in the 

r.ep.er.to.i.re of v.al.id educati.on.al int.erventi.ons. Pr.ep.ar.ing educati.on.al r.es.idents to 

functi.on sk.ilfully as c.onsultants and exp.ert psych.oth.er.ap.eu.t.ic practiti.on.ers we.ll 

v.ers.ed in the broaden.ing ran.ge of av.a.il.able t.reat.ments n.ec.ess.ar.ily enta.ils 

attenti.on to this re.ality (L.ocke, 2011). Exp.ertise in this c.omplex d.oma.in 

c.ompris.es n.ot only f.am.ili.arity with the v.arious m.od.aliti.es, b.ut also 

und.erstand.ing of the.ir p.otenti.al int.eracti.ons, wh.ich m.ay we.ll aff.ect the ov.er.all 

impact of cl.in.ic.al manag.em.ent. The ab.ility to ta.il.or a c.omp.rehens.ive t.reat.ment 

p.lan to the p.art.icul.ar ne.eds of ind.iv.idu.al patients is fund.am.ent.al to cl.in.ic.ians‘

r.ol.es as exp.erts in the pr.ovisi.on of ment.al he.alth c.ar.e, tra.in.ed in b.oth bi.ol.og.ic.al 

and psych.ol.og.ic.al asp.ects of em.oti.on.al suff.er.ing and educati.on.al illn.ess (K.err, 

G.oldfri.ed, H.ay.es, Cas.to.ngu.ay and G.olds.amt, 2015).   

The ch.aract.erist.ic p.ersp.ect.ive of the int.egrat.ive m.ov.em.ent le.av.es it we.ll p.lac.ed 

to inf.orm. F.urth.er, int.egrat.ed t.reat.ments can pr.ov.ide opp.ortu.niti.es to enhance 

cl.in.ic.al ben.efit, p.art.icul.arly with patients who pr.esent with mult.iple pr.obl.ems to 

p.re.vious int.erventi.ons (N.orcr.oss, 2005). Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple 

Th.er.apy has been found to be ben.ef.ic.i.al in the co.urse of s.olv.ing human 

beh.avio.ur ch.alleng.es esp.ec.i.ally b.ec.ause of its flex.ib.ility and f.ocus on the wh.ole 

of an ind.iv.idu.al. The int.egrati.on of d.iff.er.ent approach.es means that th.er.apy can 

be ta.il.or.ed to me.et a v.ari.ety of ne.eds and c.onc.erns (Jacobson and Christensen, 

1996). With th.ose who want to ov.erc.om.e n.egat.ive patt.erns of beh.avio.ur c.aus.ed 

by an.xi.ety, fe.ar, ph.obias or any oth.er ment.al he.alth re.lat.ed issu.es, that g.reatly 

impact l.ife satis.facti.on, Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy, has been found 



37 

v.ery us.eful. Th.er.apists/psych.ol.ogists h.ave found that the fo.ur di.mensi.ons of 

human functio.n.ing - aff.ect.ive, beh.avio.ur.al, c.og.nit.ive and physi.ol.og.ic.al syst.ems, 

wh.ich ar.e aff.ect.ed by add.icti.ons, d.epr.essi.ons, past and pr.esent tr.auma, 

b.er.e.av.em.ent and low s.elf-.este.em ar.e b.ett.er addr.ess.ed through int.egrat.ive 

approach.es (L.ocke, 2011).  

It is w.orthy of n.ote h.er.e that b.ec.ause of the in-d.epth expl.orati.on of issu.es and 

s.ett.ing of go.als, int.egrat.ive couns.ell.ing typ.ic.ally re.qui.r.es a substanti.al 

inv.est.ment of ti.me by b.oth the client and the th.er.apist. This is why a qu.ick fix 

pr.oc.ess is n.ot typ.ic.al of int.egrat.ive th.er.apists. R.es.olv.ing a client‘s pr.obl.em is 

often through his/h.er d.ev.el.op.ment.al or growth pr.oc.ess esp.ec.i.ally s.ince n.egat.ive 

beh.avio.urs that h.ave emanat.ed on the client‘s l.ife m.ay n.ot be chang.ed to a 

p.osit.ive growth pr.oc.ess by a sudden ―.do.se‖ of th .er.apy (K.err, G.oldfri.ed, H.ay.es, 

Cas.to.ngu.ay and G.olds.amt, 2015).  

The length of th.er.apy w.ill d.epend on the client‘s th.er.ap.eu.t.ic go.als s.et and the 

typ.es of ch.alleng.es or issu.es the th.er.apist is try.ing to addr.ess.  

The centr.al pr.emise of int.egrat.ive couns.ell.ing is that th.er.e ar.e many w.ays in 

wh.ich human functio.n.ing, esp.ec.i.ally the ch.alleng.es in l.ife, can be expl.or.ed and 

und.ers.to.o.d so that beh.avio.ur can be p.osit.iv.ely aff.ect.ed (G.oldfri.ed and 

Cas.to.ngu.ay, 2013). Thus, int.egrati.on can occ.ur through a v.ari.ety of 

syst.ems/m.od.ifi.ed of p.ersp.ect.ive. Psych.ol.ogists h.ave c.ons.eq.uently through 

study, r.ese.arch and exp.erience re.aliz.ed that the f.ollow.ing f.orms ar.e p.oss.ible 

means of h.elp.ing clients that h.ave beh.avio.ur.al pr.obl.ems (G.reenb.erg and 

W.ebst.er, 2015). The th.er.apy can be st.art.ed by f.irstly by w.ork.ing on adjust.ing 

beh.avio.ur.al functio.n.ing and r.educ.ing sympt.oms. This is p.oss.ible by apply.ing 

c.og.nit.ive beh.avio.ur.al t.ech.niqu.es to h.elp the clients establish s.om.e c.ontr.ol ov.er 

the.ir functio.n.ing b.ef.or.e m.ov.ing to the next sta.ge of th.er.apy (H.ay.es, Cas.to.ngu.ay 

and G.oldfri.ed, 2016). Even at this sta.ge, the th.er.apist m.ay empl.oy 

psychoan.alyt.ic t.ech.niqu.es that r.ec.all ch.ildh.oo.d exp.erienc.es and int.erpr.etati.on, 

and d.re.am an.alysis of an.alysis of transf.er.ence.  
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An.oth.er asp.ect of the int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy is the issu.es of client-th.er.apist 

re.lati.onsh.ip. The pr.esence, attitude and gn.arl disp.ositi.on of the int.egrat.ive 

th.er.apist is cru.ci.al. It is gen.er.ally be.li.ev.ed – bas.ed on the exp.erience with young 

pe.ople and the.ir th.er.apists - that th.er.ap.eu.t.ic m.od.els that m.ake th.er.apists n.on-

judg.ment.al, supp.ort.ive and c.ordi.ally re.lat.ed pr.oduce b.ett.er o.utc.om.es in 

beh.avio.ur chan.ge pr.oc.ess.es (G.oldfi.eld, Pachankis and B.ell, 2005). Int.egrat.ive 

Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy enco.urag.es the sp.irit of m.utu.al r.esp.ect and 

co.op.erati.on in ord.er to en.gend.er the d.esi.r.ed p.osit.ive beh.avio.ur.al chan.ge in the 

client. It is exp.ect.ed also that the th.er.apist enga.ge in DEEP witho.ut the 

pr.esupp.ositi.ons or assumpti.ons that can dist.ort und.erstand.ing b.et.ween client and 

th.er.apist. The th.er.apist is exp.ect.ed to c.ommit h.ims.elf wh.olly to the co.urse of 

int.erventi.on. In the c.ontract b.et.ween client and couns.ell.or, it is as if the two ar.e 

equ.als (K.err et al., 2015). This w.ill h.elp th.em to expl.or.e and r.ec.og.nize patt.erns 

of beh.avio.ur that ne.ed to be addr.ess.ed through chan.ge and the s.ett.ing of new 

go.als.  

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy th.er.ef.or.e r.ests he.av.ily on c.omb.in.ed 

packa.ge or ass.ess.ment to ch.oo.se the m.ost appr.opriate t.reat.ment t.ech.niqu.es f.or 

p.art.icul.ar clients with the.ir u.niq.ue psych.ol.og.ic.al prof.il.es and ci.rcumstanc.es 

(Wis.er and G.oldfri.ed, 2013). The a.im of Int.egrat.ive Couple Th.er.apy is to 

pr.om.ote he.al.ing and fac.ilitat.ing wh.olen.ess of the client. It ensu.r.es that all l.ev.els 

of a p.ers.on‘s be.ing and functio.n.ing ar.e ma.xi.miz.ed to the.ir full p.otenti.al, be it 

ment.al, phys.ic.al or em.oti.on.al he.alth (Cas.to.ngu.ay et al., 2010). The pr.oc.ess that 

a client w.ill go through must be c.ommitt.ed to s.elf-expl.orati.on and be inv.olv.ed in 

an open ident.if.icati.on of the fact.ors in his/h.er l.ife that h.ave been c.aus.ing 

pr.obl.ems and c.ons.eq.uently c.aus.ing c.ur.rent c.onc.erns.  

It is exp.ect.ed that in the pract.ice of int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy, the client would 

n.ot h.ave f.orm.ed an op.in.i.on, exp.ectati.on or attitude b.ef.or.ehand. This disp.ositi.on 

enabl.es the clients to be f.ocus.ed on the fe.ars and h.urts that l.imit the.ir 

psych.ol.og.ic.al f.re.ed.om, and be able to r.ec.og.nize sp.ec.if.ic tr.igg.ers that m.ay be 

c.aus.ing disrupt.ive patt.erns of beh.avio.ur (Jacobson and Christensen, 1996; K.err 
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et al., 2015). Through this aw.ar.en.ess, Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy 

h.elps to c.reate a he.althy alliance b.et.ween m.ind and b.ody, empow.er.ing clients to 

st.art s.ett.ing go.als and pract.ic.ing new beh.avio.urs.  

2.1.5  R.el.igi.osity 

Acc.ord.ing to Fl.or and Kn.app (2001), re.l.igi.osity is d.ef.in.ed as re.l.igious be.li.efs 

and beh.avio.urs and s.alienc.es as appli.ed to an ind.iv.idu.al‘s l.ife. Gl.ock (2012) 

d.ef.in.ed re.l.igi.osity as re.l.igious c.ommit.ment includ.ing f.ive el.em.ents: ide.ol.og.ic.al 

(.be.li.efs), ritu.alist.ic (pract.ice), exp.erienti.al (.re.l.igious exp.erience or fe.el.ing), 

int.ell.ectu.al (knowl.ed.ge of ch.urch d.ogma or scr.iptu.re), and c.ons.eq.uenti.al 

(.re.l.igious eff.ects on s.ecul.ar l.ife). W.orth.ing.to.n et al. (2003) also d.ef.in.ed 

re.l.igious c.ommit.ment as ―the d.eg.ree to wh.ich a p.ers.on adh.er.es to his or h.er 

re.l.igious v.al.ue, be.li.efs, and pract.ic.es and us.es th.em in da.ily l.iv.ing.‖ R.el.igi.osity 

can be c.onc.eptu.aliz.ed with.in s.oc.i.al-c.og.nit.ive m.od.els of he.alth beh.avio.ur 

b.ec.ause re.l.igious be.li.efs and pract.ic.es often infl.uence c.ost/.ben.efit an.alys.es, 

v.al.ue p.erc.epti.on, p.erce.iv.ed beh.avio.ur.al c.ontr.ol, and s.oc.i.al infl.uence 

(Z.innb.au.er, P.arg.am.ent and Sc.ott, 2009).  

In fact, the p.otenti.al impact of re.l.igi.osity on beh.avio.ur could be m.ediat.ed by 

p.ers.on.al be.li.efs and exp.ectan.ci.es, by c.ommu.niti.es that re.inf.orce p.erce.iv.ed 

m.or.al beh.avio.ur, and through eff.ect.ive (he.althy) c.op.ing with l.ife d.iff.iculty. This 

ass.oc.iati.on b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity and he.alth beh.avio.urs se.ems c.once.iv.able only if 

he.alth beh.avio.urs ar.e in s.om.e w.ay p.erce.iv.ed as a v.aluable c.omp.onent of 

p.ers.on.al re.l.igious be.li.efs, re.l.igious traditi.on, or a p.ers.on.al re.l.igious identity. 

F.urth.erm.or.e, re.l.igi.osity is l.ik.ely to be a m.or.e pow.erful infl.uence of he.alth 

beh.avio.urs when b.oth p.ers.on.al be.li.ef syst.ems and re.l.igious-bas.ed s.oc.i.al 

infl.uenc.es ar.e c.ongr.uent with each oth.er. The extant lit.eratu.re, although l.imit.ed 

in sc.ope, supp.orts the hyp.oth.esis that s.om.e he.alth beh.avio.urs m.ay h.ave 

re.l.igious re.le.vance, wh.ile oth.er beh.avio.urs do n.ot. The f.ollow.ing s.ecti.ons 

pr.ov.ide a bri.ef re.view of the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity and s.ev.er.al 

c.omm.on he.alth beh.avio.urs.  
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R.el.igi.osity is a w.ord an.al.ogous to ‗p.olit.ics‘ or ‗s.oc.i.ety‘. It is n.ot a ‗th.ing‘ with

un.if.orm ch.aract.erist.ics, b.ut a c.oll.ect.ive t.erm f.or a d.iv.erse ran.ge of be.li.efs, 

pract.ic.es and instit.uti.ons (W.oo.dhead and Cat.to, 2009). By means of a ran.ge of 

d.iff.er.ent di.mensi.ons (.includ.ing symb.ols, ritu.als, pract.ic.es and f.orms of 

c.ommu.nity), re.l.igi.osity pr.omis.es to br.ing pe.ople in.to re.lati.on with a di.mensi.on 

of l.ife wh.ich is p.ortr.ay.ed and p.erce.iv.ed as m.or.e re.al, m.or.e pow.erful and m.or.e 

mean.ingful than ev.eryd.ay exp.erience. This pr.ov.id.es a t.emp.late f.or int.erpr.et.ing 

that exp.erience and pr.ov.id.ing orientati.on with.in it. Although it is c.omm.on to 

d.ef.ine re.l.igi.osity in t.erms of be.li.ef in a sup.ernat.ur.al be.ing, such a d.ef.in.iti.on is 

n.arrow, and exclud.es many f.orms of re.l.igious c.ommit.ment w.orldw.ide.  

R.el.igious identity often ov.er.la.ps with oth.er f.orms of identity, includ.ing 

ethn.ic.ity, and oth.er c.ommit.ments, includ.ing p.olit.ic.al on.es. This do.es n.ot mean 

that it is imp.oss.ible to d.ef.ine re.l.igi.osity f.or p.art.icul.ar pu.rp.os.es, b.ut that all 

d.ef.in.iti.ons ar.e l.imit.ed and c.ontext-d.ependent. ‗R.el.igi.osity‘ is a c.ont.est.ed t.erm, 

in the sense that ind.iv.idu.als and groups disag.ree ov.er how and to wh.om it can be 

appli.ed. Th.er.e ar.e often ga.ins and l.oss.es ass.oc.iat.ed with be.ing d.ef.in.ed as 

re.l.igious, d.epend.ing on c.ontext. Emblen (2015) re.ve.als that re.l.igi.osity is 

pr.im.ar.ily d.ef.in.ed as a ―syst.em of orga.niz.ed be.li.efs and w.orsh.ip (wh.ich the) 

p.ers.on pract.ic.es‖.  

R.el.igi.osity m.ay be d.ef.in.ed as orga.niz.ed and d.ogmat.ic teach.ing of a s.et of 

v.alu.es wh.ich include be.li.ef in a deity or m.or.e than one deity. It also includ.es 

traditi.on, pract.ice and ritu.als (K.ing, 2016; Z.innb.au.er, P.arg.am.ent, and Sc.ott, 

2009). It is a pr.escr.ib.ed w.ay of int.eract.ing in the w.orld with an establish.ed 

w.orldview in wh.ich the c.onc.ept of p.ers.ec.uti.on is pr.esent and events ar.e 

und.ers.to.o.d and int.erpr.et.ed (H.elm.in.i.ak, 2001; Kl.oo.s and Mo.or, 2010). Be.lai.re 

and Young (2015) d.ef.ine re.l.igi.osity as a s.et of phen.om.ena that includ.es the 

s.ett.ing, groups, act.iviti.es and a w.orldview wh.ich f.ocus.es on a se.arch f.or 

s.ign.if.icance in w.ays re.lat.ed to n.oti.ons of the sacr.ed.   

R.el.igi.osity assists pe.ople in m.ak.ing mean.ing o.ut of l.ife events and situati.ons and 

br.ings pe.ople t.og.eth.er as an orga.niz.ed group to se.arch f.or w.ays to c.ope with l.ife  
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(Be.lai.re and Young, 2015; Koen.ig, 2010). R.el.igi.osity t.ells us what l.ife is abo.ut 

and how pe.ople ar.e to l.ive it. The visi.on and its impl.em.entati.on in ind.iv.idu.als‘

l.iv.es is re.l.igi.osity; re.l.igi.osity is the s.oc.i.al veh.icle that, at its b.est, pr.oc.la.ims and 

supp.orts re.l.igi.osity. H.elm.in.i.ak (2001) c.ont.inu.es to arg.ue that re.l.igi.osity and 

instit.uti.on.alizati.on f.or m.ost p.art could h.ardly be c.ompl.et.ely s.ep.arat.ed s.ince 

ne.arly all re.l.igi.osity is a s.oc.i.ally sh.ar.ed phen.om.en.on and in.evitably enta.ils 

s.om.e d.eg.re.es of instit.uti.on.alizati.on.  

Young (2003) acknowl.edg.es that in c.onc.eptu.aliz.ing re.l.igi.osity, it is d.iff.icult to 

pr.ov.ide a c.on.cise d.ef.in.iti.on, y.et as a st.art.ing po.int, sp.irit m.ay be d.ef.in.ed as the 

a.ni.mat.ing l.ife f.orce, r.epr.esent.ed by such imag.es as b.reath, w.ind, v.igo.ur, and 

co.ura.ge.  

R.el.igi.osity is draw.ing o.ut and infusi.on of sp.irit in one‘s l.ife. It is exp.erienc.ed as 

an act.ive and pass.ive pr.oc.ess. R.el.igi.osity is also d.ef.in.ed as a c.apa.city and 

tendency that is innate and u.niq.ue to all p.ers.ons. The sp.iritu.al tendency m.ov.es 

the ind.iv.idu.al tow.ards knowl.ed.ge, l.ove, mean.ing, peace, h.ope, transcendence, 

c.onn.ect.edn.ess, c.ompassi.on, we.lln.ess, and wh.olen.ess. R.el.igi.osity includ.es one‘s

c.apa.city f.or c.reat.ivity growth, and the d.ev.el.op.ment of a v.al.ue syst.em. It 

enc.ompass.es a v.ari.ety of phen.om.ena, includ.ing exp.erienc.es, be.li.efs and 

pract.ic.es. It is also approach.ed fr.om a v.ari.ety of p.ersp.ect.iv.es, includ.ing psycho 

sp.iritu.al, re.l.igious, and transp.ers.on.al. Wh.ile re.l.igi.osity is usu.ally expr.ess.ed 

through cultu.re, it b.oth pr.ec.ed.es and transcends cultu.re. Although, l.ink.ed with 

re.l.igi.osity, sp.iritu.ality is n.ot a c.omp.onent of re.l.igi.osity. Many studi.es h.ave 

shown that m.emb.ersh.ip of a re.l.igious orga.nisati.on do.es n.ot n.ec.ess.ar.ily m.ake 

one a sp.iritu.al p.ers.on and v.ice v.ersa (C.ars.on and G.reen, 2015; Fryback and 

Re.in.ert, 2009). The two el.em.ents, ho.we.v.er, ar.e l.ink.ed f.or many pe.ople as th.ey 

re.ly on the.ir re.l.igious faith as a means of supp.ort or c.omf.ort in ti.m.es of illn.ess.   

R.el.igi.osity is a c.omplex c.onc.ept and d.iff.icult to d.ef.ine f.or at least two reas.ons: 

The f.irst reas.on is the unc.erta.inty and impr.ec.ise natu.re of the English langua.ge.  

C.olloqui.ally, in R.og.et‘s Th.esa.urus (Lewis, 2004), re.l.igi.osity is found to be 

syn.onymous with such t.erms as re.l.igiousn.ess, ortho.do.xy, faith, be.li.ef, piousn.ess, 
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d.ev.oti.on, and h.ol.in.ess. Th.ese syn.onyms r.efl.ect what studi.es of re.l.igi.osity would 

t.erm as di.mensi.ons of re.l.igi.osity, rath.er than t.erms that ar.e equ.iv.alent to 

re.l.igi.osity. A s.ec.ond reas.on f.or this c.omple.xity is that c.ur.rent int.er.est in the 

c.onc.ept of re.l.igi.osity cr.oss.es s.ev.er.al acad.em.ic disc.ipl.in.es, each approach.ing 

re.l.igi.osity fr.om d.iff.er.ent vanta.ge po.ints, and few c.onsult.ing one an.oth.er 

(C.ard.we.ll, 1980). Psych.ol.ogists m.ight ch.oo.se to addr.ess the di.mensi.ons of 

d.ev.oti.on, h.ol.in.ess, and piousn.ess, wh.er.eas s.oc.i.ol.ogists would c.ons.id.er the 

c.onc.ept of re.l.igi.osity to include ch.urch m.emb.ersh.ip, ch.urch attendance, be.li.ef 

acc.eptance, d.octr.in.al knowl.ed.ge, and l.iv.ing the faith (C.ard.we.ll, 1980).  

Gl.ock and St.ark (1995) h.ave been infl.uenti.al in d.ef.in.ing re.l.igious orientati.ons, 

or.ig.ins, and di.mensi.ons. In do.ing so, Gl.ock and St.ark (1995) ident.ifi.ed f.ive 

di.mensi.ons of re.l.igi.osity: exp.erienti.al, ritu.alist.ic, ide.ol.og.ic.al, int.ell.ectu.al, and 

c.ons.eq.uenti.al. The exp.erienti.al di.mensi.on f.ocus.es on the p.ers.on.al faith 

exp.erience, p.erh.aps a transcendent encount.er, wh.ile the ritu.alist.ic d.oma.in 

inv.olv.es the w.orsh.ip exp.erience that is inv.olv.ed in c.ommu.nity. The ide.ol.og.ic.al 

di.mensi.on is c.onstit.ut.ed by exp.ectati.ons that the re.l.igious w.ill h.old to c.erta.in 

be.li.efs (i.e., prof.ess.ed d.octr.in.es), wh.ile the int.ell.ectu.al di.mensi.on ―has to do

with the exp.ectati.on that the re.l.igious p.ers.on w.ill be inf.orm.ed and 

knowl.ed.geable abo.ut the bas.ic ten.ets of his faith and sacr.ed scr.iptu.r.es. Gl.ock 

and St.ark (1995) admitt.ed that th.ese latt.er two di.mensi.ons ar.e cl.os.ely re.lat.ed, 

s.ince knowl.ed.ge of a be.li.ef is a n.ec.ess.ary c.onditi.on f.or its acc.eptance. 

Ho.we.v.er, th.ey also acknowl.edg.ed that be.li.ef do.es n.ot n.ec.ess.ar.ily flow fr.om 

knowl.ed.ge, n.or do.es all re.l.igious knowl.ed.ge acc.ompany be.li.ef.  

B.ergan and McC.onatha (2000) d.ef.in.ed re.l.igi.osity as a numb.er of di.mensi.ons 

ass.oc.iat.ed with re.l.igious be.li.efs and m.arit.al satis.facti.on. In arr.iv.ing at this 

d.ef.in.iti.on, th.ey po.int.ed o.ut that e.arly r.ese.arch ass.oc.iat.ed with re.l.igi.osity 

f.ocus.es pr.im.ar.ily on the one di.mensi.on.al c.onc.ept of re.l.igious attendance. 

Sp.iritu.ality has m.ost often been d.ef.in.ed in t.erms of ind.iv.idu.al be.li.efs and 

pract.ic.es re.lat.ed to G.od or a h.igh.er pow.er in the un.iv.erse, although th.ese be.li.efs 

m.ay also be enti.re.ly s.ecul.ar (Mas.on, S.ingl.et.o.n, and W.ebb.er, 2007).  
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R.el.igi.on has gen.er.ally been assum.ed to h.ave an eff.ect on ind.iv.idu.al beh.avio.ur, 

b.ut much of the r.ese.arch has fa.il.ed to d.ef.ine v.ariabl.es in a the.or.et.ic.al c.ontext 

and thus much of the lit.eratu.re in this ar.ea was inc.onsistent and has m.erit.ed 

sugg.esti.ons that the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.on and m.arit.al satis.facti.on is 

s.pu.rious (C.ochran, Mitchell, Beeghley, and Melissa, 2004). Cle.arly, a the.or.et.ic.al 

m.od.el must be pr.op.os.ed when study.ing re.l.igi.on and m.arit.al o.utc.om.es. This w.ill 

lead to m.or.e v.al.id, c.onsistent, and r.epl.icable measu.r.es of re.l.igi.osity and 

sp.iritu.ality that pr.ov.ide a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of the r.ole of re.l.igious and 

sp.iritu.al c.onstructs in infl.uenc.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. R.el.igi.osity is a 

c.omplex, mult.idi.mensi.on.al c.onstruct and r.ef.ers to the d.eg.ree to wh.ich a p.ers.on 

is re.l.igious fr.om a pr.im.ar.ily s.oc.i.al and d.octr.in.al p.ersp.ect.ive and is thus m.or.e 

eas.ily quant.ifiable than abstract t.erms such as re.l.igi.on (M.ill.er, 2015).  

S.imply pu.t, re.l.igi.osity inv.olv.es re.l.igious aff.iliati.on, p.art.ic.ipati.on, and 

ass.oc.iati.on. Sp.iritu.ality, on the oth.er hand, is view.ed fr.om the p.ersp.ect.ive of the 

ind.iv.idu.al an d his or h.er re.lati.onsh.ip to, c.onn.ecti.on with, and fe.el.ings abo.ut G.od 

or s.om.e h.igh.er pow.er, and how this c.onn.ecti.on is re.lat.ed to an ind.iv.idu.al‘s

se.arch f.or s.elf and mean.ing (Steger, Kashdan, Sullivan, and Lorenz, 2008). Aga.in, 

ho.we.v.er, it is n.ot n.ec.ess.ary f.or th.ese be.li.efs to be sh.ap.ed in any w.ay by re.l.igious 

d.octr.ine, and m.ay be enti.re.ly s.ecul.ar f.or s.om.e ind.iv.idu.als (Mas.on, 2007). 

R.el.igi.osity is d.ef.in.ed as a s.oc.i.al phen.om.en.on with an orga.niz.ed structu.re; 

ho.we.v.er one pu.rp.ose of m.ost re.l.igi.ons is to cult.iv.ate sp.iritu.ality in its m.emb.ers, 

wh.ich c.aus.es an ov.er.la.p b.et.ween the c.onc.epts of sp.iritu.ality and re.l.igi.osity 

(M.ill.er, 2015). F.or ex.ample, ind.iv.idu.al pr.ay.er is typ.ic.ally d.ef.in.ed as a measu.re 

of sp.iritu.ality; ho.we.v.er ind.iv.idu.al pr.ay.er occ.urs with.in the c.ontext of re.l.igious 

s.erv.ic.es and in the pr.iv.ate pract.ic.es of ind.iv.idu.als as p.art of the.ir re.l.igious 

be.li.efs. In sum, it is imp.oss.ible to c.reate two dist.inct groups of pe.ople d.ef.in.ed as 

eith.er re.l.igious or sp.iritu.al; m.ost pe.ople ar.e ch.aract.eriz.ed by el.em.ents of b.oth, to 

v.ary.ing d.eg.re.es (De.lan.ey, M.ill.er and Bis.ono, 2007).   

G.iven the functi.on of sp.iritu.ality with.in re.l.igi.ons and the t.rends in re.l.igi.osity, it 

is reas.onable to exp.ect that pe.ople m.ay be re.l.igious and sp.iritu.al or that th.ey
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m.ay be sp.iritu.al b.ut n.ot re.l.igious or that th.ey m.ay be neith.er. It is n.ot exp.ect.ed 

that pe.ople w.ill be re.l.igious b.ut n.ot sp.iritu.al, s.ince sp.iritu.ality is inc.orp.orat.ed 

in.to re.l.igi.ons and is man.if.est.ed in pract.ic.es such as pr.ay.er and w.orsh.ip. To 

und.erstand how th.ese c.onstructs op.erate in a mean.ingful w.ay, it is n.ec.ess.ary to 

d.ef.ine th.em s.ep.arat.ely and to empl.oy mult.iple measu.r.es b.ec.ause of the.ir 

c.omplex natu.r.es. S.om.e of the m.or.e c.omm.on measu.r.es of re.l.igi.osity ar.e 

den.om.inati.on.al ident.if.icati.on, f.re.q.uency of p.art.ic.ipati.on in re.l.igious s.erv.ic.es, 

the mean.ingfuln.ess of re.l.igi.on to an ind.iv.idu.al, and cl.osen.ess to oth.ers in a 

re.l.igious group (N.eff, 2006). Measu.r.es of sp.iritu.ality typ.ic.ally include one‘s

be.li.ef in G.od or a h.igh.er pow.er, ind.iv.idu.al pr.ay.er or m.editati.on, the fe.el.ing of 

the pr.esence or gu.idance of G.od in the m.idst of da.ily act.iviti.es, and exp.erienc.ing 

a c.onn.ecti.on to l.ife (N.eff, 2006).   

2.1.6  S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status  

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (SES) is pr.obably the m.ost w.id.ely us.ed c.ontextu.al 

v.ariable in r.ese.arch.SES is often measu.r.ed as a c.omb.inati.on of educati.on, 

inc.om.e, and occupati.on. It is c.omm.only c.onc.eptu.aliz.ed as the s.oc.i.al stand.ing or 

c.lass of an ind.iv.idu.al or group. When view.ed through a s.oc.i.al c.lass lens, 

pr.iv.ile.ge, pow.er, and c.ontr.ol ar.e emphasiz.ed. F.urth.erm.or.e, an ex.am.inati.on of 

SES as a gradient or c.ont.in.uous v.ariable re.ve.als in.equiti.es in acc.ess to and 

distr.ib.uti.on of r.eso.urc.es.  Although SES has been at the c.or.e of a v.ery act.ive 

fi.eld of r.ese.arch, th.er.e se.ems to be an ongo.ing dis.pu.te abo.ut its c.onc.eptu.al 

mean.ing and emp.ir.ic.al measu.r.em.ent in studi.es c.onduct.ed with ch.ild.ren and 

ad.ol.escents (B.ornste.in and Bradl.ey, 2003). Many r.ese.arch.ers use SES and s.oc.i.al 

c.lass int.erchan.geably, witho.ut any rati.on.ale or cl.ar.if.icati.on, to r.ef.er to s.oc.i.al 

and ec.on.om.ic ch.aract.erist.ics of ind.iv.idu.als (Ensm.ing.er and F.oth.erg.ill, 2003). In 

gen.er.al t.erms, ho.we.v.er, SES d.escr.ib.es an ind.iv.idu.al‘s or a f.am.ily‘s rank.ing on a 

hi.er.archy acc.ord.ing to acc.ess to or c.ontr.ol ov.er s.om.e c.omb.inati.on of v.alu.ed 

c.omm.oditi.es such as we.alth, pow.er, and s.oc.i.al status (Sp.il.erman, 2000). Wh.ile 

th.er.e is disag.re.em.ent abo.ut the c.onc.eptu.al mean.ing of SES, th.er.e se.ems to be an 

ag.re.em.ent on Duncan, Feath.erman, and Duncan‘s (1972) d.ef.in.iti.on of the 
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tr.ip.artite natu.re of SES that inc.orp.orat.es p.ar.ent.al inc.om.e, p.ar.ent.al educati.on, 

and p.ar.ent.al occupati.on as the th.ree ma.in ind.icat.ors of SES (Smith, Muld.er, 

Bowl.es and H.ill, 2011).    

L.ar.e.au (2004) obs.erv.es that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status is typ.ic.ally br.oken in.to th.ree 

cat.eg.ori.es, h.igh, m.iddle, and low to d.escr.ib.e the th.ree ar.eas a f.am.ily or an 

ind.iv.idu.al m.ay f.all in.to when p.lac.ing a f.am.ily or ind.iv.idu.al in.to one of th.ese 

cat.eg.ori.es any or all of the th.ree v.ariabl.es inc.om.e, educati.on, and occupati.on can 

be ass.ess.ed. Additi.on.ally, low inc.om.e and little educati.on h.ave shown to be 

str.ong pr.ed.ict.ors of a ran.ge of phys.ic.al and ment.al he.alth pr.obl.ems d.ue to 

env.ir.on.ment.al c.onditi.ons m.ay be the enti.re c.ause of that p.ers.on‘s s.oc.i.al 

pr.ed.ic.am.ent to be.g.in with. S.im.iyu (2001) argu.es that the f.am.ily inc.om.e r.ef.ers 

to wag.es s.al.ari.es, profit, rents and any flow of e.arn.ings r.ece.iv.ed. Inc.om.e can 

also c.om.e in the f.orm of un.empl.oy.ment or w.ork.ers c.ompensati.on, s.oc.i.al 

s.ec.urity, pensi.ons, int.er.ests or d.iv.idends, r.oy.alti.es, trusts, al.im.ony, or oth.er 

g.ov.ern.ment.al, publ.ic, or f.am.ily f.inan.ci.al assistance. Inc.om.e can be lo.ok.ed at in 

two t.erms, re.lat.ive and abs.ol.ute. Abs.ol.ute inc.om.e, as the.oriz.ed by ec.on.omist 

D.avis-Kean (2005) is the re.lati.onsh.ip in wh.ich as inc.om.e inc.reas.es, so w.ill 

c.onsumpti.on, b.ut n.ot at the s.am.e rate. Re.lat.ive inc.om.e d.ictat.es a p.ers.on or 

f.am.ily‘s s.av.ings and c.onsumpti.on bas.ed on the f.am.ily‘s inc.om.e in re.lati.on to 

oth.ers. Inc.om.e is c.omm.only us.ed measu.re of s.oc.i.al ec.on.om.ic status b.ec.ause it 

is re.lat.iv.ely easy to f.igu.re f.or m.ost ind.iv.idu.als. Inc.om.e in.equ.ality is m.ost 

c.omm.only measu.r.ed around the w.orld by the G.in.i Co.eff.ic.ient, wh.er.e 0 

c.orr.esp.onds to p.erf.ect equ.ality and 1 means p.erf.ect in.equ.ality (D.avis-Kean, 

2005).   

Low inc.om.e f.ocus.es on me.et.ing imm.ediate ne.eds and do n.ot accumu.late we.alth 

that could be pass.ed on to f.utu.re gen.erati.ons, thus inc.reas.ing in.equ.ality. 

F.am.ili.es with h.igh.er and expendable inc.om.e can accumu.late we.alth and f.ocus 

on me.et.ing imm.ediate ne.eds wh.ile be.ing able to c.onsu.me and enj.oy lux.uri.es and 

weath.er cris.es. Ful.to.n and T.urn.er, (2008) obs.erv.es that Educati.on pl.ays a maj.or 

r.ole in sk.ill s.ets f.or acqu.ir.ing j.obs, as we.ll as sp.ec.if.ic qu.aliti.es that strat.ify 
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pe.ople with h.igh.er fr.om low.er S.oc.i.al ec.on.om.ic status. L.ar.e.au (2004) spe.aks on 

the idea of c.onc.ert.ed cult.iv.ati.on, wh.er.e m.iddle c.lass p.ar.ents t.ake an act.ive r.ole 

in the.ir ch.ild.ren‘s educati.on and d.ev.el.op.ment by us.ing c.ontr.oll.ed orga.niz.ed 

act.iviti.es and f.ost.er.ing a sense of entitl.em.ent through enco.urag.ed discussi.on. 

L.ar.e.au argu.es that f.am.ili.es with low.er inc.om.e do n.ot p.art.ic.ipate in this 

m.ov.em.ent, c.aus.ing the.ir ch.ild.ren to h.ave a sense of c.onstra.int. A d.ivisi.on in 

educati.on atta.in.ment is thus b.orn o.ut of th.ese two d.iff.er.enc.es in ch.ild re.ar 

G.onz.alez-DeHass, W.ill.ems and H.ol.be.in (2005) ind.icat.e that occupati.on.al 

pr.est.ig.e as one c.omp.onent of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status enc.ompass.es b.oth inc.om.e 

and educati.on.al atta.in.ment. Occupati.on.al status r.efl.ects the educati.on.al 

atta.in.ment re.qui.r.ed to obta.in the j.ob and inc.om.e l.ev.els that v.ary with d.iff.er.ent 

j.obs and with.in ranks of occupati.ons. Additi.on.ally, it shows achi.ev.em.ent in 

sk.ills re.qui.r.ed f.or the j.ob.   

Occupati.on.al status measu.r.es s.oc.i.al p.ositi.on by d.escr.ib.ing j.ob ch.aract.erist.ics, 

d.ec.isi.on m.ak.ing ab.ility and c.ontr.ol, and psych.ol.og.ic.al d.emands on the j.ob 

(Er.ick, 2012). Occupati.ons ar.e rank.ed and s.om.e of the m.ost pr.est.igious 

occupati.ons ar.e phys.ic.ians and s.ur.ge.ons, lawy.ers, ch.em.ic.al and bi.om.ed.ic.al 

eng.ine.ers, and c.ommun.icati.ons an.alysts. Th.ese j.obs, c.ons.id.er.ed to be group.ed 

in the h.igh status in c.lass.if.icati.on, pr.ov.ide m.or.e ch.alleng.ing w.ork, ab.ility and 

g.reat.er c.ontr.ol ov.er w.ork.ing c.onditi.ons. Th.ose j.obs with low.er rank.ings w.er.e 

f.oo.d pr.ep.arati.on w.ork.ers, count.er attendants, b.artend.ers and h.elp.ers, 

dishwash.ers, ja.nit.ors, ma.ids and hous.eke.ep.ers, veh.icle clean.ers, and p.ark.ing l.ot 

attendants. The j.obs that w.er.e l.ess v.alu.ed w.er.e also pa.id s.ign.if.icantly l.ess and 

ar.e m.or.e lab.orious, v.ery h.az.ar.dous, and pr.ov.ide l.ess au.to.n.omy.  

Acc.ord.ing to B.ollen and St.eckl.ov (2001), inc.om.e as an ind.icat.or of SES r.efl.ects 

the p.otenti.al f.or s.oc.i.al and ec.on.om.ic r.eso.urc.es that ar.e av.a.il.able to the f.am.ili.es. 

The s.ec.ond traditi.on.al SES c.omp.onent, educati.on, is c.ons.id.er.ed one of the m.ost 

stable asp.ects of SES b.ec.ause it is typ.ic.ally establish.ed at an e.arly a.ge and tends 

to r.ema.in the s.am.e ov.er ti.me. M.or.e.ov.er, educati.on is an ind.icat.or of f.am.ily 

inc.om.e b.ec.ause inc.om.e and educati.on ar.e h.ighly c.or.re.lat.ed in the U.nit.ed Stat.es 
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(H.aus.er and W.ar.ren, 1997). The th.ird traditi.on.al SES c.omp.onent, occupati.on, is 

rank.ed on the basis of the educati.on and inc.om.e re.qui.r.ed to h.ave a p.art.icul.ar 

occupati.on (H.aus.er, 1994).  

Occupati.on.al measu.r.es such as Duncan‘s S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Index (1961) as qu.ot.ed 

by Ar.emu, (2000) pr.oduce inf.ormati.on abo.ut the s.oc.i.al and ec.on.om.ic status of a 

househ.old in that th.ey r.epr.esent inf.ormati.on n.ot only abo.ut the inc.om.e and 

educati.on re.qui.r.ed f.or an occupati.on b.ut also abo.ut the pr.est.ig.e and cultu.re of a 

g.iven s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic stratum. In r.ecent ye.ars, ho.we.v.er, r.ese.arch.ers h.ave 

emphasiz.ed the s.ign.if.icance of v.arious h.om.e r.eso.urc.es as ind.icat.ors of f.am.ily 

SES background (Duncan and Bro.oks-Gunn, 1997; Entwisle and As.to.ne, 1994). 

Th.ese r.eso.urc.es include househ.old p.oss.essi.ons such as bo.oks, c.om.pu.t.ers, and a 

study ro.om, as we.ll as the av.a.il.ab.ility of educati.on.al s.erv.ic.es aft.er scho.ol 

(McL.oyd, 1998).  

Acc.ord.ing to Am.utabi (2003), the s.eg.re.gat.ing natu.re of s.oc.i.al c.lass, ethn.ic.ity 

m.ay we.ll r.educe the v.ari.ety of enr.ich.ing exp.erienc.es thought to be pr.er.e.quisite 

f.or succ.ess in l.ife. S.oc.i.al c.lass, ethn.ic.ity, d.ictate ne.ighbo.urh.oo.d, hous.ing, and 

acc.ess to r.eso.urc.es that aff.ect enr.ich.ment or d.epr.iv.ati.on as we.ll as the 

acquisiti.on of sp.ec.if.ic v.al.ue syst.ems. F.am.ili.es with low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status 

often lack the f.inan.ci.al, s.oc.i.al, and educati.on.al supp.orts that ch.aract.erize 

f.am.ili.es with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. Po.or f.am.ili.es also m.ay h.ave 

inad.equate or l.imit.ed acc.ess to c.ommu.nity r.eso.urc.es that pr.om.ote and supp.ort 

ch.ild.ren's d.ev.el.op.ment such as scho.ol read.in.ess.   

 

2.1.7  The.or.et.ic.al Fr.am.ew.ork  

2.1.7.1 Attach.ment The.ory  

Attach.ment the.ory or.ig.inat.ed fr.om a v.ari.ety of the.ori.es of human beh.avio.ur. 

Bowlby (1969) was c.all.ed the fath.er of attach.ment the.ory and he studi.ed in the 

psychoan.alyt.ic traditi.on. Bowlby‘s Attach.ment The.ory (1979) exp.la.ins the 

re.lati.onsh.ips b.et.ween ch.ild.ren and the.ir f.irst c.ar.e.g.iv.ers. Bowlby sugg.ests that 

the natu.re of that f.irst re.lati.onsh.ip is the int.ern.al m.od.el that the ch.ild has abo.ut 
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cl.ose re.lati.onsh.ips and it infl.uenc.es the ch.aract.erist.ics of his or h.er re.lati.onsh.ips 

all through his or h.er l.ife. Acc.ord.ing to Bowlby (1980), a p.ers.on‘s int.ern.al 

w.ork.ing m.od.els d.ev.el.op fr.om his or h.er attach.ment styl.es wh.ich ar.e establish.ed 

at e.arly ag.es and gu.ide the approach.es to oth.er re.lati.onsh.ips, f.or ex.ample, couple 

re.lati.onsh.ips. This infl.uence in.iti.ally aff.ects the exp.ectati.ons a p.ers.on has abo.ut 

the em.oti.on.al av.a.il.ab.ility of oth.ers. That is, the w.ay a p.ers.on re.lat.ed to his or 

h.er p.ar.ents or c.ar.e.g.iv.ers w.ill d.et.erm.ine how he or she w.ill re.late to a p.artn.er in 

the f.utu.re.   

Attach.ment the.ory is a broad, c.omp.rehens.ive the.ory that pr.ov.id.es an 

ev.ol.uti.on.ary, bi.ol.og.ic.ally-bas.ed account f.or why m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al f.orm and 

ma.inta.in cl.ose em.oti.on.al b.onds with oth.ers. Bowlby (1980) or.ig.in.ally pr.op.os.ed 

that the attach.ment-.beh.avio.ur.al syst.em functi.ons to pr.ot.ect coupl.es fr.om h.arm 

and inc.rease the.ir l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of s.urv.iv.al by ke.ep.ing th.em cl.ose to each.oth.er and 

lead.ing th.em to se.ek pro.xi.mity and c.ontact when m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al encount.er 

p.otenti.ally th.reaten.ing or dang.erous situati.ons. C.omf.ort and c.ontact with coupl.es 

h.elps each oth.er re.gu.late fe.el.ings of distr.ess and re-.establish a sense of 

em.oti.on.al we.ll-.be.ing, or f.elt s.ec.urity (Sroufe and Wat.ers, 1977).   

As this s.eq.uence of events impli.es, a pr.im.ary functi.on of the attach.ment-

.beh.avio.ur.al syst.em is to re.gu.late fe.el.ings of distr.ess: the p.erc.epti.on of th.reat 

push.es couple cl.os.er to the.ir attach.ment f.igu.re, who typ.ic.ally w.ill pr.ov.ide 

c.omf.ort and s.af.ety, lead.ing coupl.es to exp.erience em.oti.on.al re.li.ef (M.ik.ul.inc.er 

and Sh.av.er, 2007). Through int.eracti.ons of this s.ort, m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als d.ev.el.op 

int.ern.al w.ork.ing m.od.els (.ment.al r.epr.esentati.ons) abo.ut th.ems.elv.es in re.lati.on to 

imp.ortant oth.ers that ar.e thought to gu.ide attach.ment pr.oc.ess.es fr.om coupl.es 

through length of m.arria.ge (Bowlby, 1980; M.ik.ul.inc.er and Sh.av.er, 2007; 

Pi.etr.om.onaco and B.arr.ett, 2000).  

Attach.ment the.ory has spawn.ed a l.ar.ge numb.er of the.or.et.ic.al and emp.ir.ic.al 

studi.es in d.ev.el.op.ment.al and s.oc.i.al psych.ol.ogy. Or.ig.in.ally f.ormu.lat.ed by 

Bowlby (1969), attach.ment the.ory c.onc.eptu.aliz.es the un.iv.ers.al couple ne.ed to 

f.orm aff.ecti.on.al b.onds with oth.ers. With.in this the.ory, attach.ment is d.escr.ib.ed 
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as a beh.avio.ur.al syst.em wh.ich is bas.ed on h.er.edit.ary m.ot.iv.ati.on (Bowlby, 

1969). It has em.erg.ed as a r.esult of gen.et.ic s.el.ecti.on, wh.ich f.avou.r.ed attach.ment 

beh.avio.ur b.ec.ause it inc.reas.ed the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of husband-w.ife pro.xi.mity and 

c.ons.eq.uently, of offspr.ing s.urv.iv.al. The functi.on of the attach.ment syst.em is to 

pr.ov.ide spouse with a sense of s.ec.urity (A.insw.orth, Bleh.ar, Wat.ers and W.all, 

1978). Thus, e.arly in l.ife a m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al acqui.r.es a c.erta.in attach.ment 

style, or ch.aract.erist.ic mann.er of d.ev.el.op.ing b.onds with oth.ers (B.eck.er, 

B.ill.ings, Ev.el.eth and G.ilb.ert, 1997).   

M.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al attach.ment has a d.iff.er.ent c.omp.onent c.omp.ar.ed with oth.er 

coupl.es attach.ment. Coupl.es attach.ment usu.ally f.ocus.es on s.ec.urity and 

pr.ot.ecti.on includ.es a l.ong.ing to c.omf.ort a p.artn.er or enga.ge in sexu.al act.ivity. 

H.azan and Sh.av.er (1987) d.ev.el.op.ed a s.elf-r.ep.ort measu.r.em.ent that ident.ifi.ed 

coupl.es attach.ment c.lass.if.icati.ons on the basis of A.insw.orth‘s c.lass.if.icati.ons: 

s.ecu.re, avo.idant, and an.xious-.amb.iv.alent. B.arth.ol.om.ew (1990) expand.ed H.azan 

and Sh.av.er‘s th.ree c.lass.if.icati.ons of couple attach.ment styl.es to a fo.ur-cat.eg.ory 

m.od.el: s.ecu.re, p.re.occupi.ed, dismiss.ing, and fe.arful. C.ur.rently, the fo.ur d.iff.er.ent 

attach.ment c.lass.if.icati.ons ar.e s.ecu.re, an.xious-p.re.occupi.ed (AX), dismiss.ive-

.avo.idant (AV), and fe.arful-.avo.idant/dis.orga.niz.ed (Gr.iff.in and B.arth.ol.om.ew, 

1994). A v.ari.ety of invent.ori.es now e.xist to measu.re the qu.ality of couple 

re.lati.onsh.ips. Th.ose invent.ori.es h.ave f.ocus.ed on c.ur.rent fe.el.ings and beh.avio.urs 

in int.imate re.lati.onsh.ips (Crittenden, 1988).    

2.1.7.2  S.oc.i.al Exchan.ge The.ory  

L.ev.ing.er (1976) and Hus.to.n and B.urg.ess (1979) p.osit.ed that when study.ing 

m.arit.al pr.oc.ess.es of s.ev.er.al ye.ars, the stab.ility or instab.ility of coupl.es is 

pr.oduc.ed b.ec.ause the ad.vantag.es (f.or ex.ample, em.oti.on.al s.ec.urity and s.oc.i.al 

status) o.ut.we.igh the b.arri.ers to end.ing the m.arria.ge (s.oc.i.al and re.l.igious 

r.estr.icti.ons, and f.inan.ci.al expens.es). Beh.avio.ur.al the.ori.es abo.ut m.arria.ge, such 

as the S.oc.i.al Exchan.ge The.ory h.ave the.ir or.ig.ins in the w.ork of Th.ib.au.t and 

K.elly (1959). This the.ory is bas.ed on r.ese.arch on the beh.avio.urs that ar.e 

exchang.ed in c.onfl.ict r.es.ol.uti.on and has been gu.id.ed by the pr.emise that 
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grat.ify.ing and p.osit.ive beh.avio.urs impr.ove the gl.ob.al e.v.aluati.on of m.arria.ge, 

wh.er.eas pu.nit.ive or n.egat.ive beh.avio.urs tend to aff.ect sa.id e.v.aluati.on adv.ers.ely. 

Through ti.me, the accumu.lati.on of exp.erienc.es d.ur.ing and aft.er int.eracti.on 

infl.uenc.es the spous.es‘ judg.ments re.g.ard.ing the qu.ality of the.ir m.arit.al re.lati.on 

(Bradb.ury and F.inch.am, 1991). When coupl.es ar.e satisfi.ed, each satis.fact.ory 

int.eracti.on inc.reas.es the.ir satis.facti.on with the re.lati.onsh.ip.   

2.1.7.3  C.og.nit.ive-Beh.avio.ur.al The.ory   

Ev.ery syst.ems-.orient.ed m.od.el of th.er.apy is bas.ed on sp.ec.if.ic the.or.et.ic.al 

assumpti.ons re.lat.ed to the eti.ol.ogy of the pr.esent.ing pr.obl.ems, the ma.intenance 

of the pr.esent.ing pr.obl.ems, and the a.gents of th.er.ap.eu.t.ic chan.ge. The ten.ets of 

each the.or.et.ic.al m.od.el inf.orm th.er.ap.eu.t.ic obj.ect.iv.es and int.erventi.ons ut.iliz.ed 

when c.onduct.ing coupl.es th.er.apy. C.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al the.ory p.ostu.lat.es the 

int.erc.onn.ect.edn.ess of c.og.niti.ons, beh.avio.urs, and em.oti.ons, such that a chan.ge 

in one is exp.ect.ed to lead to a chan.ge in the oth.er. Int.erp.ers.on.al pr.obl.ems arise 

as fa.ulty c.og.niti.ons and dysfuncti.on.al beh.avio.urs ar.e le.arn.ed and re.inf.orc.ed 

through r.ep.etit.ive int.eracti.ons am.ong the inv.olv.ed ind.iv.idu.als. Wh.ile 

int.eract.ing, each m.emb.er of a couple is beh.av.ing, pr.oc.ess.ing and int.erpr.et.ing the 

oth.er‘s beh.avio.ur, and then react.ing to the.ir p.artn.er.   

The exp.lanati.on or attr.ib.uti.on ass.ign.ed by one p.artn.er g.iv.es mean.ing to the 

oth.er p.artn.er‘s beh.avio.ur, and it pr.ompts the ind.iv.idu.al to r.esp.ond bas.ed up.on 

the.ir thoughts, re.g.ardl.ess of the.ir acc.uracy (Epste.in and B.auc.om, 2015). This 

means that dist.orti.ons in ind.iv.idu.als‘ c.og.niti.ons abo.ut the.ir p.artn.er and 

re.lati.onsh.ip, such as n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons abo.ut c.aus.es of the p.artn.er‘s acti.ons, 

and le.arn.ed m.al.ad.apt.ive beh.avio.urs, such as po.or c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills and 

psych.ol.og.ic.al abuse, ar.e the t.arg.ets of th.er.ap.eu.t.ic int.erventi.on. M.od.ify.ing 

fa.ulty c.og.niti.ons and re.inf.orc.ing p.osit.ive int.eracti.ons b.et.ween p.artn.ers leads to 

chan.ge in c.og.niti.ons and beh.avio.urs ass.oc.iat.ed with the pr.obl.ems. To enact 

c.og.nit.ive and beh.avio.ur.al chan.ge, the c.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al th.er.apist ut.iliz.es 

c.og.nit.ive r.estruct.ur.ing int.erventi.ons and sk.ills tra.in.ing, am.ong oth.er 

int.erventi.ons.   
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D.ue to r.ec.ipr.oc.ity, the re.lat.iv.ely b.al.anc.ed exchan.ge of p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive 

beh.avio.urs b.et.ween p.artn.ers, one p.artn.er‘s c.og.nit.ive and beh.avio.ur.al chan.ge is 

exp.ect.ed to infl.uence the oth.er p.artn.er‘s chan.ge. Chang.es in b.oth p.artn.ers‘

c.og.niti.ons and beh.avio.urs infl.uenc.es the couple‘s int.eracti.ons, the.or.et.ic.ally 

d.im.in.ish.ing the pr.esent.ing pr.obl.ems and c.ontr.ib.ut.ing to the couple‘s g.reat.er 

subj.ect.ive satis.facti.on re.g.ard.ing the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip (B.auc.om, Epste.in, and 

LaTa.il.lade, 2015; Epste.in and B.auc.om, 2015). It is imp.ortant to n.ote that 

wh.er.eas c.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al approach.es to couple th.er.apy (Epste.in and 

B.auc.om, 2015) sp.ec.if.ic.ally t.arg.et th.ese typ.es of c.og.nit.ive and beh.avio.ur.al 

chang.es, many oth.er the.or.et.ic.al approach.es to couple th.er.apy also addr.ess 

c.og.niti.on and beh.avio.ur, al.beit often l.ess expl.ic.itly.   

C.ons.eq.uently, it is reas.onable to assu.me that c.og.nit.ive and beh.avio.ur.al chang.es 

el.ic.it.ed in the oth.er approach.es to couple th.er.apy also would r.esult in s.om.e 

d.eg.re.es of c.og.nit.ive and beh.avio.ur.al chan.ge, wh.ich can lead to inc.reas.ed 

re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on. One c.onditi.on is c.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al th.er.apy, 

d.es.ign.ed to sp.ec.if.ic.ally t.arg.et the r.estruct.ur.ing of c.og.niti.ons, as we.ll as a 

d.ec.rease in n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur, ut.iliz.ing manu.aliz.ed t.ech.niqu.es fr.om the 

c.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al m.od.el of couple th.er.apy (B.auc.om and Epste.in, 1990; 

Epste.in and B.auc.om, 2015). The oth.er is the usu.al t.reat.ment (UT) c.onditi.on, 

d.es.ign.ed to chan.ge n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur with int.erventi.ons fr.om a v.ari.ety of 

syst.ems m.od.els of th.er.apy that ar.e ro.ut.in.ely appli.ed in the o.utpatient couple and 

f.am.ily th.er.apy cl.in.ic (Epste.in and B.auc.om, 2015).  

C.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy (CBCT) sp.ec.if.ic.ally f.ocus.es on b.oth 

beh.avio.ur.al chan.ge (d.ec.reas.ing the p.artn.ers‘ f.orms of n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on 

beh.avio.ur and inc.reas.ing p.osit.ive c.ommun.icati.on) and d.ev.el.op.ing each 

p.artn.er‘s ab.ility to ident.ify p.ers.on.al c.og.niti.ons and m.od.ify in.appr.opriate 

c.og.niti.ons, includ.ing un.re.alist.ic n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons abo.ut the p.artn.er (Epste.in 

and B.auc.om, 2015). C.og.nit.ive r.estruct.ur.ing int.erventi.ons ar.e p.art of CBCT, 

with the go.al of inc.reas.ing each p.artn.er‘s w.ill.ingn.ess to acc.ept r.esp.ons.ib.ility f.or 

the impr.ov.em.ent of the re.lati.onsh.ip and d.ec.reas.ing each p.artn.er‘s bl.am.e of the 
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oth.er. Th.er.ef.or.e, ind.iv.idu.als‘ n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons abo.ut the.ir p.artn.ers ar.e 

exp.ect.ed to d.ec.rease ov.er the co.urse of CBCT. Int.erventi.ons ut.iliz.ed in the 

syst.ems-.orient.ed couple th.er.apy approach.es includ.ed in the UT c.onditi.on (e.g., 

em.oti.on.ally f.ocus.ed th.er.apy, n.arrat.ive th.er.apy, strat.eg.ic th.er.apy) also ar.e 

exp.ect.ed to m.od.ify p.artn.ers‘ n.egat.ive c.og.niti.ons.    

One of the fact.ors impl.icat.ed as a c.ontr.ibu.t.or to m.arit.al satis.facti.on is 

c.og.niti.ons. Much of the emp.ir.ic.al r.ese.arch ex.am.in.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween 

ind.iv.idu.als‘ m.arit.al c.og.niti.ons and m.arit.al satis.facti.on has f.ocus.ed on the r.ole 

of attr.ib.uti.ons (Bradb.ury, F.inch.am and Beach, 2015). An ass.oc.iati.on b.et.ween 

m.al.ad.apt.ive attr.ib.uti.ons f.or re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems and low.er l.ev.els of 

re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on has accumu.lat.ed supp.ort (Bradb.ury and F.inch.am, 1990; 

Epste.in and B.auc.om, 2015). Thus, the use of CBCT is exp.ect.ed to r.educe a 

couple‘s n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons as we.ll as the.ir n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur tow.ard each 

oth.er. F.urth.erm.or.e, the d.eg.ree of r.educti.on in n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons, as we.ll as in 

n.egat.ive beh.avio.ur, w.ill, thus, be ass.oc.iat.ed with the d.eg.ree of inc.rease in 

p.artn.ers‘ re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on.   

The c.og.nit.ive-.beh.avio.ur.al m.od.el of couple th.er.apy includ.es an assumpti.on that 

c.og.nit.ive chang.es should lead to beh.avio.ur.al chang.es (Epste.in and B.auc.om, 

2015).  R.ese.arch sugg.ests a l.ink b.et.ween m.or.e n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons and h.igh.er 

rat.es of n.egat.ive couple beh.avio.urs, such as n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.ur 

d.ur.ing pr.obl.em-s.olv.ing (Bradb.ury, Beach, F.inch.am and N.els.on, 1996). As 

f.urth.er ev.idence of the l.ink b.et.ween p.artn.ers‘ c.og.niti.ons and beh.avio.ur, 

H.oltzw.orth-Munroe and H.utch.ins.on (1993) found that vi.olent husbands 

attr.ib.ut.ed m.or.e n.egat.ive intent tow.ard the.ir w.iv.es c.omp.ar.ed to n.on-distr.ess.ed 

n.onvi.olent men. Bas.ed on the c.og.nit.ive.beh.avio.ur.al m.od.el and pri.or r.ese.arch 

l.ink.ing attr.ib.uti.ons and beh.avio.ur, the d.eg.ree to wh.ich th.er.apy r.esults in 

r.educti.on of p.artn.ers‘ n.egat.ive attr.ib.uti.ons is exp.ect.ed to be ass.oc.iat.ed with the 

d.eg.ree to wh.ich th.er.e ar.e r.educti.ons in psych.ol.og.ic.al abuse and the d.eg.re.es to 

wh.ich th.er.e w.ill be inc.rease in p.osit.ive c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.urs and d.ec.rease 

in n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.ur. In additi.on, b.ec.ause CBCT f.ocus.es on the 
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m.od.if.icati.on of p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive couple beh.avio.ur.al int.eracti.ons, l.arg.er 

r.educti.ons in n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.ur, impr.ov.em.ents in p.osit.ive 

c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.ur, and l.arg.er r.educti.ons in abus.ive beh.avio.ur is 

exp.ect.ed in the CBCT c.onditi.on c.omp.ar.ed to the UT c.onditi.on.     

2.1.7.4  Abrah.am Maslow‟s The.ory of Ne.eds 

Hist.or.ic.ally, Abrah.am Maslow was a f.amous psych.ol.ogist who c.ontr.ib.ut.ed 

s.ign.if.icantly to the growth and d.ev.el.op.ment of human psych.ol.ogy as ev.idently 

shown in the study of human ne.eds and m.ot.iv.ati.on in human env.ir.on.ment in the 

c.ont.emp.or.ary s.oc.i.ety. Abrah.am Maslow was, inde.ed, re.g.ard.ed to be am.ong the 

found.ing fath.ers of human psych.ol.ogy and m.ot.iv.ati.on in human env.ir.on.ment. 

Mulwa (2008) r.ightly views Abrah.am Maslow as one of the found.ing fath.ers of 

the study of human psych.ol.ogy and m.ot.iv.ati.on in the c.ont.emp.or.ary s.oc.i.ety.  

Abrah.am Maslow pr.opound.ed the the.ory of human ne.eds wh.ich is p.op.ul.arly 

known as Maslow‘s hi.er.archy of ne.eds in human env.ir.on.ment in the s.oc.i.ety. 

Onah (2015) r.em.arks that in 1943 that Brandeis Un.iv.ersity prof.ess.or of 

psych.ol.ogy, Abrah.am Maslow as a renown.ed r.ese.arch.er in the study of human 

ne.eds and m.ot.iv.ati.on c.am.e up with his hi.er.archy of ne.eds the.ory with a 

pr.op.os.al that pe.ople ar.e m.ot.iv.at.ed by f.ive l.ev.els of ne.eds n.am.e.ly: (1) 

Physi.ol.og.ic.al ne.eds, (2) s.af.ety ne.eds, (3) be.l.ong.ing ne.eds, (4) este.em ne.eds and 

(5) s.elf-actu.alizati.on ne.eds.  

S.elf-actu.alizati.on c.om.es fr.om Maslow‘s hi.er.archy of ne.eds wh.ich stat.es that 

b.ey.ond the n.orm.al a.ir, wat.er, f.oo.d, and sex, th.er.e ar.e oth.er ne.eds that ne.ed to be 

addr.ess.ed and t.aken c.ar.e of b.ef.or.e one would b.ec.om.e s.elf-actu.aliz.ed. The 

hi.er.archy of ne.eds is pyr.am.id-sh.ap.ed with fo.ur d.iff.er.ent l.ev.els b.ef.or.e b.ec.om.ing 

s.elf-actu.aliz.ed. M.or.e.ov.er to Maslow, s.elf-actu.alizati.on is a pr.oc.ess by wh.ich 

ind.iv.idu.als m.ay ascend a hi.er.archy of ne.eds that is l.ine.ar as opp.os.ed to 

di.al.ect.ic.al. Acc.ord.ing to G.oldste.in, actu.alizati.on is "the tendency to actu.alize, as 

much as p.oss.ible, ind.iv.idu.al c.apa.citi.es" in the w.orld. The tendency to s.elf-

actu.alizati.on is "the only dr.ive by wh.ich the l.ife of an orga.nism is d.et.erm.in.ed.‖

He d.ef.in.ed S.elf-Actu.alizati.on as a dr.iv.ing l.ife f.orce that w.ill ult.imat.ely lead to 



54 

ma.xi.miz.ing one's ab.iliti.es and d.et.erm.ine the path of one's l.ife. McG.oldr.ick also 

n.ot.ed that b.ec.om.ing a couple is one of the m.ost c.omplex and d.iff.icult transiti.ons 

of the f.am.ily l.ife cycle even though it is often p.erce.iv.ed as the least c.ompl.icat.ed 

and m.ost j.oyous. M.arria.ge is a l.eg.ally sancti.on.ed c.ontract b.et.ween a man and a 

w.oman ent.er.ing in.to a m.arria.ge c.ontract chang.es the l.eg.al status of p.arti.es, 

g.iv.ing husband and w.ife new r.ights and obl.igati.ons.  

Publ.ic p.ol.icy is str.ongly in f.avo.ur of m.arria.ge bas.ed on the be.li.ef that it 

pr.es.erv.es the f.am.ily u.nit. Traditi.on.ally, m.arria.ge has been view.ed as vit.al to the 

pr.es.er.vati.on of m.or.als and c.iv.ilizati.on.  The s.oc.i.al s.cience lit.eratu.re has 

d.ocu.ment.ed impr.ess.ive p.osit.ive ass.oc.iati.ons b.et.ween m.arria.ge and the e.arn.ings 

of men, f.am.ily inc.om.e, we.alth, ment.al he.alth, l.on.ge.vity, h.app.in.ess, and the 

succ.ess of ch.ild.ren (Instit.ute f.or Am.er.ican V.alu.es, 2002). G.ary B.eck.er‘s stat.ed 

s.em.in.al w.ork, m.arria.ge m.ak.es f.am.ili.es b.ett.er off p.artly by allow.ing ind.iv.idu.als 

with.in f.am.ili.es to sp.ec.i.alize, wh.ich yi.elds g.reat.er pr.oduct.ivity on the p.art of the 

m.oth.er and fath.er. Maslow d.ef.in.ed s.elf-actu.alizati.on as the inst.inctu.al ne.ed of 

humans to m.ake the m.ost of the.ir ab.iliti.es and to str.ive to be the b.est th.ey can be, 

c.ont.inu.ally w.ork.ing to fulf.ill the.ir p.otenti.als and b.ec.om.ing all th.ey ar.e c.apable 

of be.ing.   

This st.ep in the pyr.am.id includ.es m.or.ality, c.reat.ivity, sp.ontaneity, pr.obl.em 

s.olv.ing and acc.eptance. S.elf-actu.aliz.ed p.ers.ons can embrace the facts and 

re.aliti.es of the w.orld rath.er deny.ing or avo.id.ing th.em. Th.ey can be sp.ontaneous 

and c.reat.ive in the.ir ideas and acti.ons. Th.ey ar.e int.er.est.ed in s.olv.ing pr.obl.ems, 

includ.ing pr.obl.ems of oth.er, and this is often a f.ocus in the w.ay th.ey l.ive l.ife. 

Th.ey fe.el cl.ose to oth.ers and appr.ec.iate l.ife. Th.ey p.oss.ess a fully int.ern.aliz.ed 

syst.em that is ind.ependent of ext.ern.al au.th.ority. M.ot.iv.ati.on the.ory wh.ich 

sugg.ests f.ive int.erd.ependent l.ev.els of bas.ic human ne.eds (m.ot.iv.at.ors) that must 

be satisfi.ed in a str.ict s.eq.uence st.art.ing with the low.est l.ev.el. Physi.ol.og.ic.al 

ne.eds f.or s.urv.iv.al (.to st.ay al.ive and r.epr.oduce) and s.ec.urity (.to fe.el s.afe) ar.e the 

m.ost fund.am.ent.al and m.ost pr.ess.ing ne.eds. Th.ese f.ollow.ed by s.oc.i.al ne.eds (f.or 

l.ove and be.l.ong.ing) and s.elf-.este.em ne.eds (.to fe.el w.orthy, r.esp.ect.ed, and h.ave 
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status).The f.in.al and h.igh.est l.ev.el ne.eds ar.e s.elf-actu.alizati.on ne.eds (s.elf-

fulf.ill.ment and achi.ev.em.ent). Its und.erly.ing th.em.e is that human be.ings ar.e 

'want.ing' be.ings: as th.ey satisfy one ne.ed the next em.erg.es on its own and 

d.emands satis.facti.on and so on unt.il the ne.ed f.or s.elf-actu.alizati.on that, by its 

v.ery natu.re, cann.ot be fully satisfi.ed and thus do.es n.ot gen.erate m.or.e ne.eds.   

This the.ory stat.es that once a ne.ed is satisfi.ed, it st.ops be.ing a m.ot.iv.at.or of 

human be.ings. In m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, if all the ne.eds ar.e m.et it w.ill enhance 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on. Ho.we.v.er, if all th.ese bas.ic ne.eds ar.e n.ot m.et, it w.ill lead to 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. He sugg.est.ed that human be.ings h.ave a hi.er.archy of 

ne.eds. That is, all humans act in a w.ay wh.ich w.ill addr.ess bas.ic ne.eds, b.ef.or.e 

m.ov.ing on to satisfy oth.er, so-c.all.ed h.igh.er l.ev.el ne.eds. Maslow r.epr.esent.ed this 

the.ory as a hi.er.arch.ic.al triangle. This shows how bas.ic ne.eds must be m.et b.ef.or.e 

one can ―cl.imb‖ the hi.er.archy, to addr.ess m.or.e c.omplex ne.eds.  

2.1.7.5  Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on  

The pr.esent study is anch.or.ed on the Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al 

Dissatis.facti.on. When two pe.ople m.arry, in s.om.e cas.es, th.ey h.ope the.ir m.arria.ge 

w.ill last all the.ir l.iv.es. Oth.ers be.li.eve the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip w.ill last as l.ong as th.ey 

l.ove the oth.er p.ers.on. Also, th.er.e ar.e pe.ople who c.onditi.on the.ir m.arit.al status to 

the satis.facti.on of the.ir sexu.al ne.eds and the.ir re.qui.r.em.ents in t.erms of aff.ecti.on 

and pr.ot.ecti.on (Bradb.ury, F.inch.am and Beach, 2015; Sabat.elli and R.ip.oll, 2004). 

As P.oma (2012) establish.ed, r.ese.arch f.ind.ings illustrate that sexu.al int.imacy is 

str.ongly re.lat.ed to m.arit.al satis.facti.on.  On the one hand, when pe.ople l.ive 

t.og.eth.er as coupl.es, th.ey m.ay reass.ess the.ir go.als and wish.es of r.ema.in.ing 

t.og.eth.er and d.ec.ide to end the re.lati.onsh.ip (McNulty and K.arn.ey, 2004). In oth.er 

cas.es, the idea of c.ont.inu.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip m.ay p.ersist f.or many ye.ars, as th.er.e 

m.ay be pow.erful p.ers.on.al fact.ors that m.ot.iv.ate do.ing so and b.ec.ause th.er.e is a 

g.reat de.al of satis.facti.on d.er.iv.ed fr.om the re.lati.onsh.ip. Am.ong th.ese 

ci.rcumstanc.es, coupl.es und.ergo d.iff.er.ent exp.erienc.es that c.onditi.on the co.urse 

of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips.   
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Emp.ir.ic.al ev.idence on Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on shows 

that, through the ye.ars, each couple‘s re.lati.onsh.ip c.ons.ol.idat.es its own m.arit.al 

traj.ect.ory acc.ord.ing to the m.emb.ers‘ exp.erienc.es and p.ers.on.al ch.aract.erist.ics, 

the int.eracti.on of the spous.es, and the.ir c.ontext (C.arb.onne.au and V.all.erand, 

2013; L.avn.er and Bradb.ury, 2012). A m.arit.al traj.ect.ory can be d.ef.in.ed as the 

d.escr.ipti.on of the co.urse of a m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip that m.ay or m.ay n.ot end in 

s.ep.arati.on and d.iv.orce. The co.urse of a re.lati.onsh.ip is d.et.erm.in.ed by the 

c.ont.in.uous ev.ol.uti.on of the satis.facti.on d.er.iv.ed by the spous.es ov.er ti.me. Thus, 

the stab.ility of a m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip is d.em.onstrat.ed by the fact that it ends or 

r.ema.ins intact (K.arn.ey and Bradb.ury, 1995; K.arn.ey, Bradb.ury, and Johns.on, 

1999). S.om.e the.ori.es h.ave pr.op.os.ed exp.lanati.ons re.g.ard.ing couple re.lati.onsh.ips 

and the p.artn.ers‘ m.ot.iv.ati.ons f.or ma.inta.in.ing th.em.   

The Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory is one of th.em. S.om.e psych.ol.og.ic.al approach.es h.ave 

also an.alys.ed the t.op.ic. M.or.e than a cent.ury ago, Ch.arl.es D.arw.in pr.op.os.ed a 

re.v.ol.uti.on.ary exp.lanati.on re.g.ard.ing the myst.eri.es of pa.ir.ing (D.arw.in, 2003). He 

b.ec.am.e intr.igu.ed by the disc.onc.ert.ing w.ays in wh.ich a.ni.m.als had d.ev.el.op.ed 

ch.aract.erist.ics that se.em.ed to int.erf.er.e with the.ir s.urv.iv.al such as br.ight 

pluma.ge and h.orns. The answ.er li.es in the fact that th.ese featu.r.es l.ed to 

ind.iv.idu.al sexu.al succ.ess and pr.ov.id.ed a c.omp.etit.ive ad.vanta.ge in acqu.ir.ing a 

d.es.irable p.artn.er and c.ont.inu.ing the gen.et.ic l.inea.ge (To.oby and C.osm.id.es, 

2005). In that sense, D.arw.in‘s the.ory of ev.ol.uti.on exp.la.ins pa.ir.ing beh.avio.urs by 

ident.ify.ing two d.ec.is.ive pr.oc.ess.es: the pr.ef.er.ence f.or a sp.ec.if.ic p.artn.er and the 

struggle f.or that p.artn.er. The appl.icati.on of th.ese c.onc.epts to human be.ings 

be.gan in the fi.elds of Anthr.op.ol.ogy and Psych.ol.ogy (Buss, 2007).   

Ev.ol.uti.on.ary psych.ol.ogy, then, se.eks to ident.ify the und.erly.ing psych.ol.og.ic.al 

m.echa.nisms of ev.ol.uti.on that exp.la.in n.ot only the extra.ord.in.ary flex.ib.ility of 

human beh.avio.ur, b.ut also the strat.egi.es f.or act.ive pa.ir.ing d.ev.el.op.ed by men 

and w.om.en.  On one hand, an ev.ol.uti.on.ary approach pr.op.os.es that in ord.er to 

c.ons.erve the u.ni.on, the ind.iv.idu.als in the couple should be faithful, h.ave ch.ild.ren 

t.og.eth.er, be we.ll-.to-.do, friendly, gen.erous, und.erstand.ing, and th.ey should n.ot 
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sexu.ally rej.ect or n.egl.ect the.ir p.artn.ers (Buss, 2007). That is, in ord.er to ma.inta.in 

a re.lati.onsh.ip, its m.emb.ers ar.e exp.ect.ed to displ.ay d.es.irable attitud.es in the.ir 

thoughts, fe.el.ings and beh.avio.urs, r.efl.ect.ing in that mann.er, the b.est p.oss.ible 

v.ersi.on of th.ems.elv.es (To.oby and C.osm.id.es, 2005). On the oth.er hand, 

c.ont.emp.or.ary beh.avio.ur.al tenden.ci.es ind.icate that th.ose acti.ons do n.ot 

n.ec.ess.ar.ily gu.arantee a last.ing m.arria.ge. D.iv.orce data in d.iff.er.ent p.arts of the 

w.orld show a s.im.il.ar situati.on.   

In E.ur.ope, acc.ord.ing to the Nati.on.al Statist.ics Instit.ut.es, Spa.in and France 

r.ep.ort.ed 110.764 and 134.000 d.iv.orc.es in 2011 and 2010 r.esp.ect.iv.ely. In 

Am.er.ica, p.art.icul.arly the U.nit.ed Stat.es, one in fo.ur m.arriag.es end.ed in d.iv.orce 

in 2009; in Mex.ico, 16 p.ercent of all m.arri.ed coupl.es d.iv.orc.ed in 2011; in C.osta 

R.ica 12.592 d.iv.orc.es w.er.e r.ep.ort.ed in 2011; in Br.az.il the d.iv.orce rate r.ose 0.4% 

and in C.ol.ombia, d.iv.orce rate has inc.reas.ed 26.2%, in the f.irst s.em.est.er of 2011, 

th.er.e w.er.e 6,889 cas.es, wh.ile in the s.am.e p.eri.od in 2012, the numb.er of coupl.es 

who d.ec.id.ed to end the.ir m.arit.al u.ni.on r.ose to 8,694 (To.oby and C.osm.id.es, 

2005). Transf.ormat.ive chan.ge would be a disc.ont.in.uous p.osit.ive or n.egat.ive 

chan.ge with.in an it.erat.ive pr.oc.ess that m.ight lead the couple to functi.on 

d.iff.er.ently fr.om the w.ay it had beh.av.ed p.re.viously. If the transf.ormati.on is 

n.egat.ive, the re.lati.onsh.ip m.ight end in s.ep.arati.on or d.iv.orce (To.oby and 

C.osm.id.es, 2005). On the oth.er hand, if the transf.ormati.on is p.osit.ive, what m.ay 

em.er.ge is a m.or.e s.ecu.re and c.onf.ident w.ay of re.lat.ing to each oth.er. As a 

c.ons.eq.uence, the chan.ge in the w.ay the couple functi.ons also transf.orms the 

re.lati.onsh.ip.   

The in.iti.al satis.facti.on of a re.lati.onsh.ip d.im.in.ish.es in ti.me, as the r.eso.urc.es that 

each m.emb.er should pr.ov.ide b.ec.om.e d.epl.et.ed. The re.lati.onsh.ip m.ight end when 

it is p.erce.iv.ed that oth.ers m.ight pr.ov.ide th.ose r.eso.urc.es (.alt.ernat.iv.es) and that 

th.er.e ar.e no s.ign.if.icant b.arri.ers to le.av.ing the c.ur.rent re.lati.onsh.ip. S.om.e 

ev.ol.uti.on.ary exp.lanati.ons m.ight be c.ons.id.er.ed in ord.er to cl.ar.ify this traj.ect.ory. 

Buss (2007) p.osits that unl.ess each m.emb.er of a couple m.ak.es his or h.er 
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r.esp.ect.ive c.ontr.ib.uti.ons in ord.er f.or the re.lati.onsh.ip to c.ont.in.ue, he or she runs 

the risk of be.ing aban.do.n.ed.   

Additi.on.ally, the p.artn.er pr.ov.id.es a m.od.el f.or c.omp.aris.on; in oth.er w.ords, the 

d.ec.isi.on to c.ons.erve a p.artn.er or f.ree on.es.elf of h.im or h.er d.epends on the r.esult 

of a c.omp.aris.on to oth.ers. If the man no l.ong.er pr.ov.id.es s.oc.i.al status, mat.urity, 

and f.inan.ci.al r.eso.urc.es (r.eso.urce acquisiti.on in p.otenti.al, acc.ord.ing to Buss, 

1989), the w.oman m.ay c.ont.emp.late the opti.on of oth.er men (.alt.ernat.iv.es) and 

the s.am.e can h.appen if the w.oman l.os.es h.er yo.uthful appe.arance and is no 

l.ong.er phys.ic.ally attract.ive.  In a s.im.il.ar mann.er, the f.re.q.uency of sexu.al 

re.lati.ons d.ec.reas.es c.onstantly as the re.lati.onsh.ip pr.ogr.ess.es; aft.er a ye.ar of 

m.arria.ge, it has r.educ.ed to h.alf of what it was d.ur.ing the f.irst m.onth. This occ.urs 

gradu.ally (K.arn.ey and Bradb.ury, 1995). Men, aft.er know.ing the.ir p.artn.ers f.or 

just a we.ek, st.ill admit to the p.oss.ib.ility of h.av.ing sexu.al re.lati.ons with a 

d.iff.er.ent p.artn.er. W.om.en state that this is h.ighly impr.obable (Buss, 2007). 

C.ons.id.er.ing alt.ernat.ive p.artn.ers enta.ils the p.oss.ible occ.ur.rence of extr.am.arit.al 

re.lati.ons. This m.ay end the re.lati.onsh.ip and aff.ect its stab.ility.    

This study is anch.or.ed on ev.ol.uti.on.ary the.ory of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on s.imply 

b.ec.ause it g.iv.es a cle.ar.er und.erstand.ing of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on ind.ic.es. Many 

p.artn.ers se.ek new r.omanc.es b.ec.ause th.ey ar.e f.ollow.ing an unc.ons.cious im.pulse 

to h.ave m.or.e v.ari.ed offspr.ing (K.arn.ey and Bradb.ury, 1995). It is h.ighly pr.obable 

that the traj.ect.ory of this re.lati.onsh.ip w.ill end once d.iff.er.ent b.arri.ers, such as 

ch.ild re.ar.ing, ar.e ov.erc.om.e, or when a new p.artn.er, one who pr.ov.id.es the 

c.orr.esp.ond.ing r.eso.urc.es and satisfi.es the ne.eds in the re.lati.onsh.ip, is found. The 

traj.ect.ory of this couple‘s re.lati.onsh.ip tends to be sh.ort b.ec.ause f.or its m.emb.ers, 

the ev.ol.uti.on.ary exp.lanati.ons we.igh m.or.e than oth.er p.oss.ible fact.ors that m.ight 

be m.or.e imp.ortant in oth.er traj.ect.ori.es. Fish.er (2004), fr.om his po.int of view, 

exp.la.ins that the in.iti.al attracti.on b.ec.om.es str.ong.er and m.or.e intense as men and 

w.om.en b.ec.om.e coupl.es and raise the.ir ch.ild.ren as a te.am. The ch.ild then, 

b.ec.om.es a b.arri.er to le.av.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip. Ho.we.v.er, as the ch.ild grows, many 
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coupl.es w.ill st.art to lo.ok f.or new l.ove int.er.ests and the ch.ild w.ill no l.ong.er be a 

s.ign.if.icant b.arri.er.  

 

2.2  Emp.ir.ic.al R.eview  

2.2.1  M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on am.ong M.arri.ed Ind.iv.idu.als  

R.ese.arch eff.orts to und.erstand the p.lace of re.lati.onsh.ip in human l.iv.es r.ar.e.ly 

study intact coupl.es in ongo.ing re.lati.onsh.ips. Scatt.er.ed exc.epti.ons can be found, 

pr.im.ar.ily in studi.es of m.arit.al pr.obl.ems or m.ed.ic.al c.onditi.ons, inf.ert.ility 

(P.et.ers.on, P.irritano, Christensen, and Schm.idt, 2008), chro.n.ic p.elv.ic pa.in and 

m.arit.al dysfuncti.on t.reat.ment (Fish.er, R.osen, E.ardl.ey, Sand, and G.oldste.in, 

2005). C.ons.eq.uently, th.er.e is l.imit.ed r.ese.arch ev.idence c.onc.ern.ing m.arit.al 

patt.erns and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on acr.oss the l.ife span and c.onc.ern.ing the 

ind.ependent, addit.ive, and int.eract.ive c.ontr.ib.uti.ons of couple p.artn.ers to one 

an.oth.er‘s sex and m.arit.al satis.facti.on.  

The eti.ol.ogy of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on can be trac.ed to inad.equate m.arit.al 

inf.ormati.on, n.egat.ive attitude tow.ard m.arria.ge, un.re.alist.ic exp.ectati.on abo.ut sex 

and b.re.ak.down of int.erp.ers.on.al c.ommun.icati.on. Once a dysfuncti.on d.ev.el.ops, it 

is ma.inta.in.ed by the sp.ec.if.ic an.xi.ety exp.erienc.ed by an ind.iv.idu.al when p.lac.ed 

in a m.arit.al situati.on p.erce.iv.ed as d.emand.ing. The ind.iv.idu.al is ov.erly 

c.onc.ern.ed by his ―p.erf.ormance‖ and the atta.in.ment of s.om.e end go.als.  In this 

c.ontext the m.arit.al inexp.erienc.ed p.ers.on often ad.opts the ―sp.ectat.or‖ r.ole 

(Mast.ers and Johns.on, 2010) wh.er.e he or she imag.in.es fa.il.ing to ad.equat.ely 

c.ompl.ete the m.arria.ge act. Osund.iya (2005) found that 15 to 20% of men in 

N.ig.eria suff.er one type of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on or the oth.er. In an.oth.er study, 

Ak.inade and Su.la.iman (2005) also found that 40-50% of men in N.ig.eria 

exp.erience v.ary.ing d.eg.re.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

A r.ecent ex.am.inati.on of m.arit.al beh.avio.ur and satis.facti.on in old.er ind.iv.idu.als 

(40– 80 ye.ars old) found that the pr.ed.ict.ors of m.arit.al we.ll-.be.ing, d.ef.in.ed us.ing 

fo.ur v.ariabl.es (phys.ic.al pleasu.re with re.lati.onsh.ip in the last 12 m.onths, 

em.oti.on.al satis.facti.on with re.lati.onsh.ip in the last 12 m.onths, c.ur.rent m.arit.al 
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functio.n.ing/m.arit.al he.alth satis.facti.on, and imp.ortance of sex to l.ife ov.er.all), 

w.er.e l.ar.ge.ly c.onsistent acr.oss 29 nati.ons and that men usu.ally r.ep.ort.ed h.igh.er 

l.ev.els of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on than d.id w.om.en, re.g.ardl.ess of s.oc.io-cult.ur.al 

c.ontext (L.aumann et al., 2016). The study f.ocus.ed on ind.iv.idu.als, n.ot p.ers.ons 

and the.ir p.artn.ers, and the p.ercent of the s.ample that was m.arri.ed or cohabit.ing 

was, in fact, n.ot us.ed in the an.alys.es. Th.er.e thus r.ema.ins unansw.er.ed qu.esti.ons 

c.onc.ern.ing the r.ole and re.lat.ive imp.ortance of m.arit.al beh.avio.urs and 

int.eracti.ons, he.alth status, re.lati.onsh.ip v.ariabl.es, and hist.or.ic.al m.arit.al events 

that m.ight h.elp to c.onc.eptu.alize the patt.erns of m.arit.al and re.lati.onsh.ip 

satis.facti.on in c.ommitt.ed coupl.es, p.art.icul.arly th.ose in l.ong.er t.erm 

re.lati.onsh.ips.   

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is a re.le.vant c.omp.onent of human re.lati.onsh.ip that is 

c.ons.id.er.ed to be the last sta.ge of the m.arit.al r.esp.onse cycle and a m.arit.al r.ight 

(W.orld He.alth Orga.nizati.on, 2010). It is also a k.ey fact.or in ind.iv.idu.als‘ ov.er.all 

qu.ality of l.ife. F.or ex.ample, b.ett.er state of phys.ic.al and psych.ol.og.ic.al he.alth 

(Sc.ott, Sandb.erg, H.arp.er and M.ill.er, 2012) and ov.er.all we.ll-.be.ing and qu.ality of 

l.ife has been ass.oc.iat.ed with h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. S.im.il.arly, re.lati.on.al 

asp.ects such as h.igh re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on (Hend.ers.on, Leh.av.ot and S.imo.ni, 

2009), c.ommun.icati.on with one‘s p.artn.er (MacNe.il and By.ers, 2009), and 

m.arit.al ass.ert.iven.ess (Ha.avio-Man.il.a and K.ontu.la, 2007) h.ave been found to be 

re.lat.ed to g.reat.er m.arit.al satis.facti.on. S.om.e studi.es h.ave found a re.lati.onsh.ip 

b.et.ween g.oo.d m.arit.al functio.n.ing and h.igh m.arit.al satis.facti.on (Hend.ers.on et 

al., 2009).   

Oth.er v.ariabl.es such as s.oc.i.al supp.ort (Hend.ers.on et al., 2009), g.oo.d 

re.lati.onsh.ips with the ch.ild.ren and f.am.ily, and h.igh.er s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (Ji 

and N.orl.ing, 2004) h.ave also been ass.oc.iat.ed with h.igh l.ev.els of m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on. R.el.igi.osity has also been t.aken in.to account to exp.la.in m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on: low re.l.igious be.li.ef has been ass.oc.iat.ed with g.reat.er m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on (H.igg.ins, Truss.ell, Mo.or.e, and D.av.ids.on, 2010). S.ince m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on can be aff.ect.ed by ind.iv.idu.al or re.lati.on.al ch.aract.erist.ics as we.ll as 
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v.ariabl.es such as s.oc.i.al supp.ort or re.l.igi.on, it is int.er.est.ing to exp.la.in it in the 

fr.am.ew.ork of ec.ol.og.ic.al the.ory (Br.onfenb.renn.er, 2004). An ex.ample of this is 

the use of the ec.ol.og.ic.al m.od.el to study m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. It was pr.op.os.ed 

by Hend.ers.on et al. (2009), who expl.or.ed the eff.ect of v.ariabl.es c.orr.esp.ond.ing 

to the m.icr.osyst.em l.ev.el (i.e., d.epr.essi.on, ch.ild m.arit.al abuse, and int.ern.aliz.ed 

h.om.oph.obia), the m.es.osyst.em l.ev.el (i.e., re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on and m.arit.al 

functio.n.ing), and the exo-syst.em l.ev.el (i.e., s.oc.i.al supp.ort and p.ar.enth.oo.d) in 

w.om.en.   

R.esults re.ve.al.ed that d.epr.ess.ive sympt.oms, int.ern.aliz.ed h.om.oph.obia (.in 

l.esbians), satis.facti.on with the re.lati.onsh.ip, m.arit.al functio.n.ing, and s.oc.i.al 

supp.ort w.er.e v.ariabl.es ass.oc.iat.ed with m.arit.al satis.facti.on. In this ad.aptati.on of 

ec.ol.og.ic.al the.ory to the study of m.arit.al satis.facti.on, the m.icr.osyst.em r.ef.ers to 

ind.iv.idu.al ch.aract.erist.ics (e.g., gend.er, a.ge, p.ers.on.ality, s.elf-.este.em); the 

m.es.osyst.em r.ef.ers to int.imate re.lati.onsh.ips, that is, the imm.ediate env.ir.on.ment 

of the ind.iv.idu.al (e.g., m.arit.al satis.facti.on, c.ommun.icati.on, m.arit.al 

ass.ert.iven.ess, m.arit.al functio.n.ing, m.arit.al dysfuncti.on); the ex.osyst.em r.ef.ers to 

s.oc.i.al n.etw.orks or s.oc.i.al status (e.g., f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ips, p.ar.enth.oo.d, s.oc.i.al 

supp.ort, s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status), and the macr.osyst.em r.ef.ers to instit.uti.on.al and 

s.oc.i.al fact.ors (e.g., p.olit.ic.al ide.ol.ogy, re.l.igious be.li.efs) (Br.onfenb.renn.er, 2004; 

Hend.ers.on et al., 2009).   

M.arit.al re.lati.on is one of the imp.ortant v.ariabl.es in m.arit.al re.lati.ons b.ec.ause if 

this re.lati.onsh.ip is n.ot satisfy.ing it w.ill r.esult to the sense of d.epr.iv.ati.on, 

frustrati.on and the lack of s.af.ety fe.el.ing (Sh.aml.oo, 2007). Many pr.obl.ems of 

m.od.ern man r.esult.ed in a lack of tr.ue m.arit.al satis.facti.on and ign.orance of 

c.omplex di.mensi.ons of this fund.am.ent.al m.ot.iv.ati.on. M.arit.al beh.avio.urs and 

re.lati.ons l.ike eat.ing and dr.ink.ing ar.e p.art of pe.ople‘s ne.eds and ar.e n.ec.ess.ary 

f.or a he.althy m.arit.al l.ife and s.urv.iv.al of the next gen.erati.on. Aft.er that, Mast.ers 

and Johns.on (2015) be.gan a syst.emat.ic study of human m.arit.al beh.avio.ur, and it 

b.ec.am.e cle.ar that m.arit.al pr.obl.ems and m.arit.al dysfuncti.on is m.or.e c.omm.on 

than was p.re.viously thought.   
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2.2.2  Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy and M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on   

R.ese.arch.ers h.ave expl.or.ed imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apists‘ use of Imago sk.ills in 

th.er.apy and th.er.apists‘ dyad .ic adjust.ment in re.lati.on to the.ir use of Imago sk.ills 

with the coupl.es th.ey had w.ork.ed with (Be.et.o.n, 2016; Ne.il and And.rew, 1996). 

Pitn.er and Ba.il.ey (1998) s.urv.ey.ed 110 coupl.es who attend.ed n.ine d.iff.er.ent 

imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy w.orksh.ops (c.all.ed ―G.ett.ing the L.ove You Want‖)

acr.oss the U.nit.ed Stat.es. The w.orksh.op p.art.ic.ipants show.ed an inc.rease in the.ir 

M.arit.al Satis.facti.on Sc.aleSh.ort F.orm sc.or.es aft.er the w.orksh.op and aga.in at six 

we.eks aft.er the c.ompl.eti.on of the w.orksh.op.  

Additi.on.al r.ese.arch expl.or.ing the impact on m.arit.al satis.facti.on aft.er 

p.art.ic.ipat.ing in a sh.ort-t.erm int.erventi.on of imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy (Hannah 

et al., 1997; Luqu.et and Hannah, 1996) and p.art.ic.ipati.on in the imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy w.orksh.op (H.ogan, Hunt, Em.ers.on, H.ay.es, and K.ett.er.er, 

1996) r.ep.ort.ed an impr.ov.em.ent in m.arit.al satis.facti.on and r.educti.on in c.onfl.ict. 

Imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy c.la.ims to pr.ov.ide coupl.es the sk.ills to de.al with the 

fo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip patt.erns that Ne.il and And.rew (1996) and G.ottman (1993) 

d.et.erm.in.ed w.er.e pr.ed.ict.ors of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on: crit.ic.ism, d.efens.iven.ess, 

s.to.new.all.ing, and c.ont.empt. Ho.we.v.er, imago the.ory off.ers an ant.id.ote to the 

n.egat.ive re.lati.onsh.ip attitud.es that h.ave been found to be ind.icat.ors of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on (M.arkman and Hahl.we.g, 1993).    

Imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy is a f.orm of m.arria.ge th.er.apythat t.ak.es a re.lati.onsh.ip 

approach rath.er than an ind.iv.idu.al approach to pr.obl.em s.olv.ing in a m.arria.ge. It 

was d.ev.el.op.ed by Dr. H.arv.ille Hendrixand d.ocu.ment.ed in his 1988 bo.ok, 

G.ett.ing the L.ove You Want: A Gu.ide f.or Coupl.es. Hendrix and Hunt s.el.ect.ed the 

w.ord ".imago," the Lat.in w.ord f.or ".ima.ge," as a n.am.e f.or the "unc.ons.cious 

ima.ge of the opp.osite sex that you had been f.orm.ing s.ince b.irth." Imago 

re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy f.ocus.es on c.ol.lab.orat.iv.ely he.al.ing ch.ildh.oo.d wounds 

coupl.es sh.ar.e.   

Acc.ord.ing to Hendrix and Hunt (2010), the human bra.in has a c.omp.ell.ing 

n.onn.eg.otiable dr.ive to r.est.or.e fe.el.ings of al.iven.ess and wh.olen.ess with wh.ich 
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pe.ople c.am.e in.to the w.orld. It is be.li.ev.ed by imago th.er.apists that a p.ers.on's 

bra.in c.onstructs an ima.ge of ch.aract.erist.ics fr.om the.ir pr.im.ary c.ar.et.ak.ers 

includ.ing b.oth the.ir b.est and w.orst traits.  The bra.in's unc.ons.cious dr.ive is to 

r.epa.ir d.ama.ge do.ne in ch.ildh.oo.d, ne.eds n.ot m.et, by f.ind.ing a p.artn.er who can 

g.ive us what o.ur c.ar.et.ak.ers fa.il.ed to pr.ov.ide. This is why traits of a f.utu.re 

p.artn.er often r.efl.ect o.ur p.ar.ents' traits.   

Pe.ople unc.ons.ciously dr.ive tow.ards this to se.ek he.al.ing and to r.es.olve 

unr.es.olv.ed ch.ildh.oo.d wounds, in ord.er to grow. In this w.ay, wounds r.ece.iv.ed by 

a p.ers.on, fr.om the.ir p.ar.ents, tend to be re-st.imu.lat.ed by new adult p.artn.ers and 

p.otenti.al p.artn.ers. The re-st.imu.lati.on tr.igg.ers old, unr.es.olv.ed em.oti.ons (Luqu.et 

and Hannah, 1996). B.oth pe.ople in the re.lati.onsh.ip can le.arn how to he.al one 

an.oth.er, and appr.ec.iate each oth.er f.or the p.ers.on th.ey ar.e this t.ak.es ti.me. 

Coupl.es must enga.ge in a sp.ec.if.ic type of di.al.og.ue f.or Imago th.er.apy to w.ork. 

The c.ons.cious s.elf m.ay n.ot be able to see and und.erstand cle.arly the r.efl.ecti.on of 

unr.es.olv.ed p.ar.ent.al issu.es in his or h.er c.ur.rent m.arria.ge p.artn.er. N.on.eth.el.ess, 

o.ur unc.ons.cious c.onn.ects with this p.ers.on in its b.est (unc.ons.cious) eff.ort to he.al 

old wounds and allow l.ove in.to yo.ur l.ife aga.in.  

R.ese.arch has shown that if coupl.es can mana.ge c.onfl.icts in a p.osit.ive w.ay and 

h.ave the ab.ility to s.olve th.em, the c.onfl.ict is n.ot inj.urious (S.if.ertz and Scho.artz, 

2010).This is the natu.re of the int.eracti.on b.et.ween coupl.es that s.om.eti.m.es 

disag.re.em.ent occ.urs b.et.ween th.em and so th.ey would h.ave fe.el.ings of ang.er, 

dis.appo.int.ment and dissatis.facti.on to one an.oth.er. So it should be assum.ed that 

in m.arria.ge, c.onfl.ict is a p.art of the m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip and m.arria.ge. So the 

couple must le.arn to r.es.olve the.ir c.onfl.icts f.or be.ing h.appy (Suda.ni and 

Sh.afiabadi, 2009).   

Int.erp.ers.on.al c.onfl.icts ar.e s.om.e s.ort of int.eracti.ons in wh.ich the ind.iv.idu.als 

expr.ess the.ir d.esi.r.es, views and c.onfl.ict.ing op.in.i.ons and s.om.e r.ese.arch.ers know 

it as n.orm.al occ.ur.rence in the m.arria.ge (Kle.in, Pleasant, Vai.to.n and M.arkman, 

2016). M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is n.ot alw.ays n.egat.ive, b.ut the w.ay in wh.ich 

coupl.es empl.oy to mana.ge c.onfl.ict, m.ay h.ave a n.egat.ive eff.ect on the 
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re.lati.onsh.ip. Coupl.es that can mana.ge the c.onfl.icts in the re.lati.onsh.ip 

p.osit.iv.elyby us.ing l.ess n.egat.ive d.emands c.reate an env.ir.on.ment in wh.ich th.er.e 

ar.e m.or.e opp.ortu.niti.es f.or s.elf-discl.osu.re and so th.er.e w.ill be ag.re.em.ent on 

f.am.ily pr.obl.ems (Johanss.on and Klinth, 2008).  

Am.ong the v.arious (B.in.ary Ag.re.em.ent, 2005; M.arit.al Int.imacy (trust and 

co.op.erati.on), the M.eth.od of L.ov.ing and Sexu.al Po.intl.essn.ess (B.ayat, 2015); 

Chang.ing the Attitud.es Tow.ards Spouse (M.osae.ed, 2009), approach.es that h.ave 

been c.ons.id.er.ed in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, Imago Th.er.apy was found to 

be a p.osit.ive and eff.ect.ive approach to impr.ove the re.lati.ons b.et.ween coupl.es 

and enhance the.ir c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills (Veiss.ey, 2007). Imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy (IRT) is an an.alyt.ic.al t.reat.ment that Hendrix (1993) found through s.om.e 

approach.es. As the n.am.e impli.es, the m.ost imp.ortant c.onc.ept that was g.iven 

g.reat attenti.on by Hendrix was imag.ery and c.ommun.icati.on. This the.orist by 

ment.al imag.ery r.et.urn.ed the coupl.es to the.ir ch.ildh.oo.d m.em.ori.es and by 

r.em.ind.ing the.ir e.arly m.em.ori.es c.onv.ey the.ir ins.ights and r.educe the.ir inj.uri.es.  

C.onc.epts of pow.er c.onfl.icts, vi.olence and the w.ays to c.ontr.ol ang.er, sexu.ality, 

f.org.iven.ess and re-.illustrati.on of the spouse ar.e c.ons.id.er.ed aft.er und.erstand.ing 

the ch.ildh.oo.d d.ama.ge (Hussa.in.i, 2012). This approach is a sh.ort-t.erm t.reat.ment 

that c.omb.in.es ins.ight of pract.ic.al sk.ills. Background of this approach is F.re.ud 

and his c.olle.g.es‘ (Yung) psychoan .alyt.ic the.ory, attach.ment the.ory and obj.ect 

re.lati.ons, int.erp.ers.on.al and s.oc.i.al le.arn.ing the.ory. This p.ersp.ect.ive emphasiz.es 

on the ind.iv.idu.als int.eracti.ons on each oth.er and qu.esti.ons abo.ut the p.ers.on.al 

and syst.em ins.ight p.arad.igm and f.ocus.es on the re.lati.on p.arad.igm (Et.emadi, 

N.av.ab.inejad, Ahmadi and F.arzad, 2007).    

Imago re.lati.onsh.ip is a pr.oc.ess in wh.ich the coupl.es ar.e g.iven aw.ar.en.ess and 

inf.ormati.on. M.ost imp.ortantly, that th.ey w.ill be tra.in.ed abo.ut unc.ons.cious 

asp.ects of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip and w.ill be assist.ed to ex.am.ine the ro.ots of the.ir 

c.onfl.ict. Rath.er than try.ing to s.olve it at the s.ur.face (Sadrjahany et al., 2011), 

imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy approach c.omb.in.es the c.ommun.icati.on, educati.on 
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and t.reat.ment pr.ogr.ams to h.elp coupl.es to impr.ove the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips (Loukit 

and Hannah, 1996; Sadrjaha.ni et al., 2011).   

The eff.ect of Imago re.lati.onsh.ip the.ory is that f.irst of all, the coupl.es ar.e tra.in.ed 

abo.ut the c.ause of c.onfl.ict.ing and ar.e then off.er.ed to.ols and t.ech.niqu.es to 

r.es.olve the c.onfl.icts. Thus, th.ey w.ill be f.am.ili.ar with the unsatisfi.ed ne.eds in 

ch.ildh.oo.d, the re.qui.r.em.ents such as appr.ov.al, attenti.on, int.er.est and av.a.il.ab.ility 

of p.ar.ents. Th.ese ne.eds c.om.e fr.om the nat.ur.al im.puls.es to grow and as l.ong as 

th.ey ar.e n.ot satisfi.ed, th.ey w.ill n.ot go aw.ay. If th.ese ne.eds do n.ot b.ec.om.e 

c.ons.cious, aft.er a qu.ick end in r.omant.ic l.ove, the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween coupl.es 

w.ill lead to the grow.ing pow.er struggle and inc.reas.ing distance in re.lati.onsh.ip 

(Hendr.icks, 2016).   

 

2.2.3 Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy and M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on  

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy was b.orn o.ut of the r.ese.arch that 

pr.ov.ed that m.arit.al int.eracti.on d.id inde.ed h.ave eff.ect on m.arit.al satis.facti.on and 

that h.elp with c.ommun.icati.on and qu.ality ti.me spent t.og.eth.er could inc.rease the 

qu.ality of one‘s re.lati.onsh.ip (Jacobson and Christensen, 1996). The rati.on.ale f.or 

re.lati.onsh.ip enhanc.em.ent is a d.esi.re to c.ombat the h.igh l.ev.el of distr.ess found in 

many re.lati.onsh.ips, and the acc.ompany.ing h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on rate in o.ur 

s.oc.i.ety. N.ot only is th.er.e a h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on rate, b.ut num.erous 

coupl.es r.ema.in in stable b.ut distr.ess.ed re.lati.onsh.ips, l.iv.ing am.ong v.ari.ed 

d.eg.re.es of str.ess ov.er ti.me.   

Mace and Mace (1980) sugg.est.ed that am.ong m.arriag.es that do n.ot end in 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, l.ess than 50% ar.e truly h.appy m.arriag.es. The h.igh 

distr.ess and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on rat.es lead to an inc.reas.ing amount of distr.ess, 

disrupti.on, and disl.ocati.on of l.iv.es, susc.ept.ib.ility to phys.ic.al and ment.al 

dis.ord.ers, and grow.ing str.ess on s.oc.i.al instit.uti.ons (M.arkman et al., 1986). 

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is a s.oc.i.et.al iss.ue that has n.ot been fully de.alt with and 

m.ost approach.es to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on occ.ur aft.er the pr.obl.ems h.ave al.ready 
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d.ev.el.op.ed when th.er.e has been a n.egat.ive eff.ect on spous.es and ch.ild.ren 

(Blo.om, 1985).   

The pr.im.ary p.re.venti.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on d.iff.ers fr.om th.er.apy in that it is 

bas.ed on the ident.if.icati.on and int.erventi.on of v.ariabl.es m.ost pr.ed.ict.ive of lat.er 

distr.ess. The int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy assum.es such a pr.im.ary 

f.ocus.  

Ren.ick et al. (1992) po.int o.ut that ―the centr.al m.essag.es in int.egrat.ive couple 

th.er.apy ar.e that c.onstruct.ive handl.ing of disag.re.em.ents can p.re.vent lat.er distr.ess 

and that coupl.es can chan.ge the.ir c.ommun.icati.on beh.avio.ur and t.ake c.ontr.ol of 

the.ir c.onfl.icts, instead of the.ir c.onfl.icts c.ontr.oll.ing th.em (Ren.ick et al, 1992).   

The int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy m.od.el was d.es.ign.ed to teach 

re.lati.onsh.ip sk.ills and ground rul.es f.or handl.ing c.onfl.ict and pr.om.ot.ing 

int.imacy. Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy is us.ed f.or the p.re.venti.on of 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and m.arit.al disc.ord (Ren.ick et al., 1992). The th.er.apy 

t.arg.ets enhanc.em.ent of pr.ot.ect.ive, p.osit.ive, asp.ects of re.lati.onsh.ips, ho.we.v.er, 

r.ese.arch also ind.icat.es that it is m.ost cru.ci.al that coupl.es le.arn w.ays to handle 

d.iff.er.enc.es and n.egat.ive aff.ect c.onstruct.iv.ely (Stanl.ey et al, 1995). The c.or.e 

int.erventi.ons of int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy ar.e al.ong the beh.avio.ur.al 

and c.og.nit.ive l.in.es.   

Coupl.es ar.e t.aught v.ery sp.ec.if.ic beh.avio.ur.al int.erventi.ons f.or eff.ect.ive 

c.ommun.icati.on and pr.obl.em s.olv.ing (e.g. the spe.ak.er-listen.er t.ech.niq.ue is 

t.aught to l.et the couple know who has the flo.or and who is listen.ing and to teach 

the coupl.es to be able to slowly and eff.ect.iv.ely c.ommun.icate). Int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy also us.es many typ.es of c.og.nit.ive int.erventi.ons (e.g. 

coupl.es ar.e educat.ed abo.ut one‘s tendency to dist .ort p.erc.epti.ons) (Stanl.ey et al, 

1995). In a study ass.ess.ing th.irteen m.arti.al enr.ich.ment pr.ogr.amm.es, includ.ing 

int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy, Ja.kubowski et al. (2004) found int.egrat.ive couple 

th.er.apy to be an eff.ica.cious m.arria.ge enr.ich.ment pr.ogr.am.me with l.ongitud.in.al 

data av.a.il.able to d.em.onstrate the eff.ect.iven.ess of this pr.ogr.am.me.   
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In 1992, 83 coupl.es w.er.e st.ill p.art.ic.ipat.ing in the l.ongitud.in.al study. The study 

found that coupl.es that p.art.ic.ipat.ed in the int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy, when 

c.omp.ar.ed to c.ontr.ol coupl.es, had m.or.e stable re.lati.onsh.ips, impr.ov.ed 

c.ommun.icati.on in the sh.ort-t.erm, impr.ov.ed or ma.inta.in.ed a h.igh l.ev.el of 

re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on in the l.ong t.erm, exh.ibit.ed low.er l.ev.els of n.egat.ive 

c.ommun.icati.on, had few.er instanc.es of n.egat.ive c.ommun.icati.on and husbands 

r.ep.ort.ed g.reat.er re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on (M.arkman, Fl.oyd, Stanl.ey and 

St.or.aasli, 2008; M.arkman, Ren.ick, Fl.oyd, Stanl.ey and Cl.em.ents, 1993).   

Stanl.ey et al. (2001) c.ompl.et.ed an.oth.er study lo.ok.ing at the diss.em.inati.on of the 

int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy with.in re.l.igious orga.nizati.ons. The 

subj.ects w.er.e 138 coupl.es p.lann.ing m.arria.ge f.or the f.irst ti.me in the Denv.er 

M.etro ar.ea. The couple‘s av.era.ge ag.es w.er.e in the m.id-20s. Th.ey us.ed b.oth p.re- 

and p.ost-.int.erventi.on ass.ess.ments includ.ing s.elf-r.ep.ort measu.r.es, and a t.ap.ed 

int.erview—.includ.ing a pr.obl.em-s.olv.ing discussi.on and a discussi.on of the 

coupl.es‘ t.op pr.obl.em ar.ea f.or 10 to 15 m.in.ut.es. The f.ind.ings w.er.e that cl.ergy 

and l.ay lead.ers w.er.e as eff.ect.ive in the sh.ort run as un.iv.ersity st.aff in 

impl.em.ent.ing the int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy, coupl.es t.ak.ing the 

m.or.e sk.ills orient.ed int.erventi.on show.ed ad.vantag.es ov.er coupl.es r.ece.iv.ing 

nat.ur.ally occ.urr.ing s.erv.ic.es on int.eracti.on qu.ality and coupl.es r.ep.ort.ed that the 

c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills c.omp.onents of int.egrat.ive couple th.er.apy w.er.e the m.ost 

h.elpful (Stanl.ey et al., 2001).   

Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy att.empts to p.re-.empt th.ose issu.es that can 

arise in the m.arria.ge. If m.arria.ge educati.on is f.ocus.ed on p.re.venti.on, then 

coupl.es can le.arn new sk.ills b.ef.or.e d.estruct.ive patt.erns of beh.avio.ur and 

int.eracti.on has b.ec.om.e establish.ed. Studi.es h.ave shown that coupl.es that h.ave 

p.art.ic.ipat.ed in int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy ar.e b.ett.er off than th.ose 

who do n.ot p.art.ic.ipate in one (G.ibl.in, Sp.renkle, and Sheehan, 1985) and that 

c.erta.in p.re.venti.on pr.ogr.amm.es pr.ov.ide pr.omise f.or coupl.es in enhanc.ing 

c.omp.etence, re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on and r.educ.ing distr.ess, m.arit.al 
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dissatis.facti.on and vi.olence (S.ill.iman, Stanl.ey, Coff.in, M.arkman, and J.ordan, 

2015).   

Although r.ese.arch is cle.ar abo.ut a few fact.ors that infl.uence m.arit.al satis.facti.on, 

th.er.e ar.e num.erous fact.ors that can inc.rease the risk of m.arit.al fa.ilu.re or m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on. The fact.ors ar.e inde.ed plent.iful b.ut a few ar.e as f.ollows: 

diss.im.il.ar int.er.ests in act.iviti.es and sexu.al re.lati.ons, pr.em.arit.al cohabitati.on, 

p.ar.ent.al m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, c.ommun.icati.on withdraw.al and inv.al.idati.on, 

dissatis.facti.on with p.artn.ers‘ p.ers.on.ality and habits and re.l.igious diss.im.il.arity 

(Stanl.ey et al., 2001).  

Stanl.ey (2001) writ.es that am.ong such a pl.eth.ora of t.arg.ets, it m.ak.es sense to 

f.ocus p.re.venti.on eff.orts on risk fact.ors that ar.e re.lat.iv.ely m.or.e dyn.am.ic and 

chan.geable v.ersus th.ose that ar.e m.or.e stat.ic and l.ess l.ik.ely to chan.ge (Stanl.ey, 

2001). He go.es on to s.ay that c.ur.rent r.ese.arch sugg.ests that a numb.er of dyn.am.ic 

v.ariabl.es that ar.e ass.oc.iat.ed with risk (and m.ake p.la.us.ible t.arg.ets f.or 

p.re.venti.on) such as n.egat.ive int.eracti.on, c.onfl.ict manag.em.ent, dysfuncti.on.al 

attitud.es and exp.ectati.ons, the pr.es.er.vati.on of friendsh.ip and c.ommit.ment 

be.li.efs and dyn.am.ics. In di.r.ect c.ontrast to th.ese dyn.am.ic v.ariabl.es ar.e stat.ic 

v.ariabl.es, such as p.ers.on.ality, wh.ich w.on‘t l.ik.ely chan.ge.   

Ho.we.v.er, it is us.eful to h.elp a couple disc.ov.er that if the.ir p.artn.er is rath.er 

n.eu.r.ot.ic, f.or ex.ample, th.ey m.ay h.ave c.erta.in tenden.ci.es, and th.ose tenden.ci.es 

can aff.ect int.eracti.on d.ur.ing c.onfl.ict. Studi.es h.ave shown that the pr.ed.icti.on of 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on h.ave po.int.ed to the qu.ality of the 

int.eracti.on of the p.artn.ers as h.ighly pr.ed.ict.ive of f.utu.re o.utc.om.es (Stanl.ey et al., 

2001). With this in m.ind, the int.eracti.on b.et.ween two p.artn.ers appe.ars to be 

dyn.am.ic and chan.geable. Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy h.ave f.ocus.ed 

on the asp.ects of the m.arria.ge that can be chang.ed to ult.imat.ely inc.rease 

re.lati.onsh.ip satis.facti.on and try to e.vade m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   
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2.2.4 S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status and M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on   

Lane (2000) found that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status has b.ec.om.e an ar.ea of inc.reas.ing 

c.onc.ern with r.esp.ect to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on the w.orld ov.er. S.ince a spouse 

wants ass.urance that the.ir husband w.ill be ready to t.ake c.ar.e of th.em f.inan.ci.ally, 

that w.ill infl.uence the.ir we.ll.be.ing. A.ina (2007) ex.am.in.ed the re.lati.onsh.ip 

b.et.ween s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on; he found that the 

re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status and m.arit.al satis.facti.on was str.ong.er 

f.or f.am.ili.es with h.igh.er l.ev.els of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status than th.ose with low.er 

l.ev.els of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status.   

F.inan.ci.al matt.ers aff.ect n.ot only f.inan.ci.al satis.facti.on, b.ut also m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on and qu.ality of l.ife. With the p.otenti.al to infl.uence so many asp.ects of 

ev.eryd.ay l.ife, c.ont.inu.ed r.ese.arch in und.erstand.ing the pr.oc.ess.es inv.olv.ed in this 

fund.am.ent.al ar.ea of f.am.ily studi.es is vit.al. Satis.facti.on with one's f.inan.ci.al 

status can enhance m.arit.al satis.facti.on, and m.or.e broadly, l.ife satis.facti.on. 

C.onv.ers.ely, f.inan.ci.al d.iff.iculti.es and dissatis.facti.on with one's f.inan.ci.al status 

can lead to m.arit.al c.onfl.ict and d.iv.orce. How a p.ers.on manag.es his/h.er p.ers.on.al 

f.inance has been shown to be a maj.or fact.or c.ontr.ib.ut.ing to satis.facti.on or 

dissatis.facti.on with one's f.inan.ci.al status. It has been sugg.est.ed that f.inan.ci.al 

manag.em.ent sk.ills m.ay r.educe the chance f.or m.arit.al disag.re.em.ents, wh.ile the 

lack of such sk.ills m.ay actu.ally c.reate crisis situati.ons.   

Inc.om.e, empl.oy.ment, d.ebt, ass.ets, and the d.ivisi.on of househ.old lab.or all sh.ape 

the qu.ality and stab.ility of m.arri.ed l.ife. In oth.er w.ords, e.arn.ing, spend.ing, 

s.av.ing, and sh.ar.ing m.on.ey ar.e int.egr.al di.mensi.ons of c.ont.emp.or.ary m.arri.ed l.ife 

(W.ilc.ox, 2009). F.inan.ci.al issu.es ar.e a c.omm.on so.urce of disc.ord in p.ers.on.al, 

m.arit.al, and f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ips (H.ibb.ert and B.eu.tl.er, 2001; P.oduska and 

Allr.ed, 1990; V.oydanoff, 1990). Satis.facti.on with one's f.inan.ci.al status can 

enhance m.arit.al satis.facti.on, and m.or.e broadly, l.ife satis.facti.on (B.erry and 

W.illi.ams, 1987; Mu.genda, H.ira and Fanslow, 1990). C.onv.ers.ely, f.inan.ci.al 

d.iff.iculti.es and dissatis.facti.on with one's f.inan.ci.al status can lead to m.arit.al 

c.onfl.ict, dissatis.facti.on and d.iv.orce (P.oduska and Allr.ed, 1990). Also, coupl.es 
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who f.elt m.or.e in c.ontr.ol of the.ir l.iv.es f.elt m.or.e satisfi.ed with the.ir f.inan.ci.al 

status (P.arr.otta and Johns.on, 1998).   

H.ibb.ert and B.eu.tl.er (2001) found that qu.ality of f.am.ily l.ife was p.erce.iv.ed to be 

h.igh.er am.ong f.am.ili.es in wh.ich f.inan.ci.al s.elf-.re.liance was m.or.e h.ighly v.alu.ed.  

F.am.ili.es wh.ich w.er.e prudent in p.ay.ing b.ills on ti.me, l.iv.ing with.in the f.am.ily‘s

inc.om.e, and avo.id.ing unn.ec.ess.ary d.ebt inc.reas.ed r.esp.ect f.or the f.am.ily, a sense 

of s.elf-w.orth, and d.im.in.ish.ed f.inan.ci.ally dr.iven f.am.ily tensi.ons. Th.ey also 

c.onclud.ed that imprudent f.inan.ci.al beh.avio.ur l.ed to g.reat.er f.am.ily unk.indn.ess, 

d.ec.reas.ed f.am.ily c.ommun.icati.on, and d.im.in.ish.ed qu.ality of l.ife. W.ilc.ox and 

Dew‘s (2008) r.ese.arch ind.icat.es that husbands ar.e s.ign.if.icantly l.ess h.appy in 

the.ir m.arriag.es, and m.or.e l.ik.ely to c.ont.emp.late d.iv.orce, when the.ir w.iv.es t.ake 

the lead in b.readw.inn.ing. On av.era.ge, men do n.ot h.ave d.iff.iculti.es with w.ork.ing 

w.iv.es, so l.ong as the.ir w.iv.es w.ork abo.ut the s.am.e amount of ti.me or l.ess than 

th.ey do (W.ilc.ox and Dew, 2008). V.ery few studi.es h.ave ex.am.in.ed wh.eth.er 

f.inan.ci.al issu.es such as c.onsum.er d.ebt or f.inan.ci.al ass.ets ar.e l.ink.ed to m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on and d.iv.orce. One study has sugg.est.ed that neith.er c.onsum.er d.ebt 

n.or f.inan.ci.al ass.ets ar.e ass.oc.iat.ed with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on (Sanchez and 

Gag.er, 2000). M.or.e.ov.er, s.om.e sch.ol.ars h.ave ass.ert.ed that f.inan.ci.al issu.es do 

n.ot pr.ed.ict d.iv.orce witho.ut actu.ally t.est.ing the pr.op.ositi.on (And.ersen, 2005; 

Dean, C.arr.oll and Yang, 2007).   

A study by Dew (2007) ind.icat.es that c.onsum.er d.ebt pl.ays an imp.ortant r.ole in 

er.od.ing the qu.ality of m.arri.ed l.ife. C.onsum.er d.ebt fu.els a sense of f.inan.ci.al 

unease am.ong coupl.es and inc.reas.es the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of a qu.ar.re.l ov.er m.on.ey 

matt.ers; m.or.e.ov.er, this f.inan.ci.al unease casts a p.all ov.er m.arriag.es in gen.er.al, 

rais.ing the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of an argu.ment ov.er issu.es oth.er than m.on.ey and 

d.ec.reas.ing the ti.me th.ey spend with one an.oth.er. F.or instance, newlyw.ed 

coupl.es who t.ake on substanti.al c.onsum.er d.ebt b.ec.om.e l.ess h.appy in the.ir 

m.arriag.es ov.er ti.me. By c.ontrast, newlyw.ed coupl.es who pa.id off any c.onsum.er 

d.ebt th.ey brought in.to the.ir m.arria.ge or acqui.r.ed e.arly in the.ir m.arria.ge had 

low.er d.ecl.in.es in the.ir m.arit.al qu.ality ov.er ti.me (Dew, 2007). C.onsum.er d.ebt is 
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also an equ.al-.opp.ortu.nity m.arria.ge d.estr.oy.er no matt.er if coupl.es ar.e r.ich or 

po.or, fr.om w.ork.ing c.lass or m.iddle c.lass. If coupl.es accr.ue substanti.al d.ebt, it 

pu.ts a stra.in on the.ir m.arria.ge.   

Ass.ets, on the oth.er hand, s.we.eten and s.ol.id.ify the ti.es b.et.ween spous.es. Ass.ets 

m.in.i.mize any sense of f.inan.ci.al unease that coupl.es fe.el, with the r.esult that th.ey 

exp.erience l.ess c.onfl.ict. Ass.ets also d.ec.rease the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on and d.iv.orce. Int.er.est.ingly, the pr.ot.ect.ive pow.er of ass.ets only 

w.orks f.or w.iv.es, and f.or two reas.ons. F.irst, w.iv.es with m.or.e m.arit.al ass.ets ar.e 

h.appi.er in the.ir m.arriag.es and, as a c.ons.eq.uence, ar.e l.ess l.ik.ely to se.ek 

s.ep.arati.on. S.ec.ond, ass.ets m.ake w.iv.es m.or.e re.luctant to pu.rs.ue a d.iv.orce 

b.ec.ause th.ey re.alize that the.ir stand.ard of l.iv.ing would f.all m.ark.edly aft.er a 

d.iv.orce (Dew, 2009). P.erc.epti.ons of how we.ll one‘s spouse handl.es m.on.ey also 

pl.ay a r.ole in sh.ap.ing the qu.ality and stab.ility of f.am.ily l.ife. When ind.iv.idu.als 

fe.el that the.ir spouse do.es n.ot handle m.on.ey we.ll, th.ey r.ep.ort low.er l.ev.els of 

m.arit.al h.app.in.ess (Britt, Grable, Briana, Goff and White, 2008). In fact, in one 

study, fe.el.ing that one‘s spouse spent m .on.ey fo.olishly inc.reas.ed the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d 

of d.iv.orce f.or b.oth men and w.om.en (Ama.to and R.og.er, 1997).   

M.or.e gen.er.ally, c.onfl.ict ov.er m.on.ey matt.ers is one of the m.ost imp.ortant 

pr.obl.ems in c.ont.emp.or.ary m.arri.ed l.ife. C.omp.ar.ed with disag.re.em.ents ov.er 

oth.er t.op.ics, f.inan.ci.al disag.re.em.ents last l.ong.er, ar.e m.or.e s.alient to coupl.es, and 

gen.erate m.or.e n.egat.ive c.onfl.ict tact.ics, such as y.ell.ing or hitt.ing, esp.ec.i.ally 

am.ong husbands. P.erh.aps b.ec.ause th.ey ar.e s.oc.i.aliz.ed to be pr.ov.id.ers, men se.em 

to t.ake f.inan.ci.al c.onfl.ict p.art.icul.arly h.ard (P.app, Cumm.ings and Go.eke-M.or.ey, 

2009). The inc.rease in the c.ost of l.iv.ing, with its c.onc.omitant n.egat.ive eff.ect on 

ec.on.om.ic we.ll.be.ing, is a maj.or c.onc.ern of coupl.es.   

R.ese.arch.ers D.avis and C.arr, (1992), D.avis and We.b.er (1990), G.arman and 

F.org.ue (2000), Tys.on, (1994) pr.esent f.orm.al f.inan.ci.al manag.em.ent strat.egi.es as 

the ide.al. Such strat.egi.es as go.al s.ett.ing, budg.et.ing, s.av.ing, and r.ec.ord ke.ep.ing 

w.er.e found to be inv.ers.ely re.lat.ed to f.inan.ci.al argu.ments b.et.ween spous.es 

(Law.rence, Th.omass.on, Woz.ni.ak and Prawitz, 1993). It has been sugg.est.ed that 
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f.inan.ci.al manag.em.ent sk.ills m.ay r.educe the chance f.or m.arit.al disag.re.em.ents, 

wh.ile the lack of such sk.ills m.ay actu.ally c.reate crisis situati.ons (Isra.elsen, 

1990). When coupl.es arg.ue abo.ut f.inanc.es, th.ey tend to disag.ree m.or.e abo.ut how 

av.a.il.able f.inanc.es should be manag.ed or spent rath.er than abo.ut how much or 

how little th.ey h.ave (Blumste.in and Schw.artz, 1983; Law.rence, Th.omass.on, 

Woz.ni.ak and Prawitz, 1993, W.illi.ams and B.erry, 1984). G.odw.in (1996) 

ident.ifi.ed p.erc.epti.ons of inc.om.e ad.equacy and m.on.ey manag.em.ent as we.ll as 

actu.al m.on.ey manag.em.ent beh.avi.ors as int.erven.ing v.ariabl.es b.et.ween 

―f.inan.ci.al and m.arit.al we.ll-.be.ing‖.  

Although ma.inta.in.ing a fulf.ill.ing m.arria.ge is ch.alleng.ing in all s.eg.ments of 

s.oc.i.ety, it appe.ars to be dispr.op.orti.onat.ely ch.alleng.ing with.in low-.inc.om.e 

c.ommu.niti.es, wh.er.e rat.es of s.ep.arat.ing and d.iv.orce ar.e ne.arly tw.ice as h.igh as 

in m.or.e affl.uent c.ommu.niti.es (Br.aml.ett and M.osh.er, 2002; R.al.ey and Bumpass, 

2003). R.ec.og.niz.ing the he.ighten.ed vuln.erab.ility of low-.inc.om.e coupl.es, and the 

s.ev.er.e.ly n.egat.ive c.ons.eq.uenc.es of d.iv.orce f.or low-.inc.om.e spous.es and the.ir 

ch.ild.ren (e.g., p.ov.erty, m.ort.ality, low.er educati.on) (McLanahan and Sand.ef.ur, 

1994;R.og.ers, 1995;Sm.ock, Mann.ing and Gupta, 1999). Y.et th.er.e ar.e str.ong 

reas.ons to exp.ect that low.er-.inc.om.e coupl.es m.ay exp.erience a d.iff.er.ent ran.ge of 

re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems than th.ose fac.ed by m.or.e affl.uent coupl.es.   

S.ev.er.al the.or.et.ic.al p.ersp.ect.iv.es c.onv.er.ge to sugg.est that, in c.ontexts wh.er.e 

chro.n.ic str.ess is h.igh, coupl.es‘ c.onc.erns abo.ut r.eso.urc.es w.ill t.ake pr.ec.edence 

ov.er the.ir c.onc.erns abo.ut em.oti.on.al fulf.ill.ment. Maslow‘s (1943) ―hi.er.archy of 

ne.eds‖ is the c.lass.ic expr.essi.on of this idea, pr.ed.ict.ing that b.ef.or.e ind.iv.idu.als 

can d.ev.ote attenti.on tow.ard h.igh.er-.ord.er ne.eds such as int.imacy and em.oti.on.al 

fulf.ill.ment, th.ey must addr.ess bas.ic ne.eds, such as m.on.ey, f.oo.d, and hous.ing. 

F.or low-.inc.om.e coupl.es wh.ose bas.ic ne.eds ar.e n.ot eas.ily or pr.ed.ictably m.et, 

re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems re.lat.ed to inc.om.e and empl.oy.ment m.ay attract m.or.e 

attenti.on than ch.alleng.es re.lat.ed to ma.inta.in.ing or impr.ov.ing em.oti.on.al 

c.onn.ecti.ons.    
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E.lab.orat.ing on the pr.emise that a f.am.ily‘s l.ev.el of stable r.eso.urc.es aff.ects the.ir 

int.erpr.etati.on of and c.op.ing with sp.ec.if.ic str.ess.ors, H.ill‘s Crisis The.ory (1949) 

pr.ed.icts that wh.er.e r.eso.urc.es ar.e few (e.g., in low-.inc.om.e c.ommu.niti.es), 

str.ess.ors that m.ay be m.in.or ann.oyanc.es in m.or.e affl.uent c.ommu.niti.es m.ay be 

h.ighly s.alient, and m.ay th.er.ef.or.e aff.ect m.arriag.es in th.ose c.ommu.niti.es 

dispr.op.orti.onat.ely. Thus, although low.er-.inc.om.e coupl.es v.al.ue h.av.ing a he.althy 

m.arria.ge as much as h.igh.er-.inc.om.e coupl.es (Tra.il and K.arn.ey, 2012), the 

intrusi.on of ext.ern.al str.ess.ors in.to low-.inc.om.e coupl.es‘ l.iv.es m.ay draw f.ocus 

aw.ay fr.om c.onc.erns abo.ut the re.lati.onsh.ip, such as c.ommun.icati.on and 

int.imacy, and tow.ard c.onc.erns abo.ut f.inan.ci.al and phys.ic.al s.ec.urity.  

On the c.ontr.ary, few studi.es h.ave ass.ess.ed p.erc.epti.ons of re.lati.onsh.ip 

ch.alleng.es with.in low-.inc.om.e c.ommu.niti.es (Adm.in.istrati.on f.or Ch.ild.ren and 

F.am.ili.es, 2012; Lundquist, Hs.ueh, Low.erste.in, F.auc.etta, Gubits, M.ich.al.opoul.os 

and Kn.ox, 2014). Th.ose studi.es c.onf.irm that low-.inc.om.e ind.iv.idu.als do 

p.erce.ive a w.id.er arr.ay of re.lati.onsh.ip ch.alleng.es than m.or.e affl.uent ind.iv.idu.als. 

F.or ex.ample, rat.ings of the s.ev.erity of re.lati.onsh.ip-sp.ec.if.ic issu.es l.ike 

c.ommun.icati.on, sex, and be.ing a p.ar.ent do n.ot d.iff.er s.ign.if.icantly by inc.om.e, 

b.ut low-.inc.om.e ind.iv.idu.als do rate m.on.ey, dr.ink.ing or drug use, be.ing faithful, 

and friends as m.or.e d.iff.icult pr.obl.ems f.or the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips than do m.or.e 

affl.uent r.esp.ondents (Tra.il and K.arn.ey, 2012).   

Studi.es of d.iv.orc.ed ind.iv.idu.als found that the.ir reas.ons f.or d.iv.orc.ing d.iff.er.ed by 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status, such that low.er-SES ind.iv.idu.als w.er.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to 

attr.ib.ute the.ir d.iv.orce to issu.es such as abuse, f.inan.ci.al pr.obl.ems, empl.oy.ment 

pr.obl.ems, and cr.im.in.al act.iviti.es, wh.er.eas h.igh.er-SES ind.iv.idu.als w.er.e m.or.e 

l.ik.ely to attr.ib.ute the.ir d.iv.orce to p.ers.on.ality c.lash.es, inc.ompat.ib.ility, and lack 

of c.ommun.icati.on (Ama.to and P.re.viti, 2003;Kits.on 1992). Qu.alitat.ive r.ese.arch 

on low-.inc.om.e, cohabit.ing coupl.es in the Frag.ile F.am.ili.es study reach.ed a 

s.im.il.ar c.onclusi.on, re.ve.al.ing that the maj.ority of th.ese coupl.es exp.erienc.ed 

tensi.ons ov.er issu.es of hous.ing, ec.on.om.ics, empl.oy.ment, ch.ildc.ar.e, househ.old 

ch.or.es, and p.ers.on.al issu.es such as drug and alcoh.ol use (W.all.er, 2008). 
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T.og.eth.er, th.ese r.esults sugg.est that re.lati.onsh.ips in low.er.inc.om.e c.ommu.niti.es 

m.ay face a g.reat.er arr.ay of re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems than re.lati.onsh.ips in m.or.e 

affl.uent c.ommu.niti.es.   

Ho.we.v.er, the rank.ing of f.inanc.es and oth.er c.ontr.ibu.t.ors to d.iv.orce v.ary fr.om 

study to study (Albr.echt, Bahr and G.oo.dman, 1983; Lown and Chandl.er, 1993). 

In additi.on, r.ese.arch by K.erkmann, Th.omas, Jean and Sc.ot, (2000) found that 

f.inan.ci.al pr.obl.ems s.ign.if.icantly c.ontr.ib.ut.ed to low.er r.ep.ort.ed m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es. Blumste.in and Schw.artz (1983) c.onclud.ed 

that ―m.on.ey establish.es the b.al.ance of pow.er in re.lati.onsh.ips‖ thus, s.ett.ing the 

to.ne f.or m.arit.al int.eracti.ons.  

Qu.amma and G.reenb.erg (1994) found that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status h.elps the 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al to l.essen spouse abuse and enhance m.arit.al satis.facti.on. Th.ey 

also found that s.oc.i.al supp.ort and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status could h.elp the m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.al mana.ge and l.essen the.ir m.arit.al pr.obl.ems. Idi.alu (2003) found that 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status could act as a pr.ot.ect.ive fact.or that could d.ec.rease m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al such as f.inan.ci.al str.ess. A study by 

White and R.og.ers (2000) found that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status pr.ov.id.es m.ot.iv.ati.on.al 

infl.uence on coupl.es‘ m.arit.al satis.facti.on. This study is supp.ort.ed by the f.ind.ings 

by Qu.amma and G.reenb.erg (1994) who found that l.ess s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status 

fr.om th.ese so.urc.es would lead to coupl.es m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and spous.al 

abuse.  

F.urth.erm.or.e, a p.osit.ive c.or.re.lati.on b.et.ween s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on has been r.ep.ort.ed by S.inha and V.erma (1992) in that low l.ev.el of 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status h.ave been ass.oc.iat.ed with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and 

d.epr.essi.on am.ong coupl.es. S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status was found to be one of the 

m.ost imp.ortant pr.ot.ect.ive fact.ors f.or m.arit.al satis.facti.on (Risi, G.erh.ardste.in and 

Kistn.er, 2003). S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status could h.elp m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als to c.ope 

with ev.eryd.ay l.ife str.ess.ors and enhance m.arit.al satis.facti.on. Witho.ut enough 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status, th.ey would be in l.ess m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  
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Idi.alu (2003) inv.est.igat.ed the c.aus.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong coupl.es in 

E.do State. In h.er study, emphasis was p.lac.ed on f.am.ily f.inanc.es. A maj.or 

c.onclusi.on reach.ed in the w.ork has to do with the fact that f.inan.ci.al pr.obl.ems pu.t 

en.ormous stra.in on f.am.ily re.lati.onsh.ip. She argu.ed that c.ont.emp.or.ary m.arriag.es 

exp.erience m.or.e stra.in b.ec.ause of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status/f.inan.ci.al matt.ers than 

any oth.er fact.ors. This c.onclusi.on also ag.re.ed with that of L.au.er (1992) who 

found that maj.or reas.ons why coupl.es enga.ge in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on w.er.e as a 

r.esult of insuff.ic.ient inc.om.e.  Acc.ord.ing to s.om.e cr.oss-cult.ur.al an.alysis of 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status c.onduct.ed in s.el.ect.ed 

ge.op.olit.ic.al zo.n.es in N.ig.eria. A.ina (2004), inv.est.igat.ed the phen.om.en.on am.ong 

the Y.orubas, Tenuche‘s (2004) study f.ocus.ed on T.iv, Id.oma, and Ig.ede pe.opl.es 

of K.ogi and Ben.ue Stat.es. The m.in.ority ethn.ic groups in E.do and D.elta Stat.es 

w.er.e expl.or.ed by Ad.er.in.to (2004), wh.ile Alumanah (2004) und.er.to.ok a study of 

the Igb.os. Us.ing s.emi-structu.r.ed qu.esti.ons, ind.epth int.erviews and F.ocus Group 

Discussi.on (FGD) gu.id.es, th.ey r.ep.ort.ed that the inc.idence of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on is s.om.eth.ing at p.artn.ers, de.ni.al of hous.eke.ep.ing allowance to 

menti.on a few. Ho.we.v.er, the w.orks of the ab.ove-n.am.ed sch.ol.ars f.ocus.ed 

attenti.on only on the s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status c.aus.es of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, 

wh.ich in m.ost cas.es is only an asp.ect of d.om.est.ic c.onfl.icts.  

S.im.il.arly, Ren.nis.on and W.elchans (2002) found that coupl.es l.iv.ing in 

househ.olds with low.er annu.al househ.old inc.om.es exp.erienc.ed m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on at s.ign.if.icantly h.igh.er rat.es than coupl.es in househ.olds with 

h.igh.er annu.al inc.om.es. This h.appens b.ec.ause when r.eso.urc.es re.qui.r.ed to t.ake 

c.ar.e of r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es at h.om.e ar.e n.ot m.et by a man, such could m.ake the w.ife 

to dis.ob.ey the husband or l.ess f.id.el to h.im as an Afr.ican wh.ich m.ay r.esult to 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Acc.ord.ing to Seabi (2009), it h.urts men to know that 

w.iv.es/p.artn.ers do n.ot r.esp.ect th.em and l.ay ch.arg.es aga.inst th.em and obta.in.ed 

pr.ot.ecti.on fr.om the publ.ic through nagg.ing or c.omp.la.ints.  
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2.2.5  R.el.igi.osity and M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on   

R.el.igi.on has a cl.ose re.lati.onsh.ip with human l.ife. One of the m.ost p.op.ul.ar ar.eas 

re.g.ard.ing re.l.igious infl.uence to wh.ich r.ese.arch.ers h.ave pa.id attenti.on has been 

the m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip (Dudl.ey and K.os.inski, 1990). M.arria.ge has been cl.os.ely 

ass.oc.iat.ed with re.l.igi.on b.ec.ause it is re.g.ard.ed as a re.l.igious sacr.am.ent that 

coupl.es pl.ed.ge to l.ive t.og.eth.er in the ey.es of G.od (W.orth.ing.to.n el al., 2005). 

When coupl.es be.li.eve in a re.l.igi.on that pu.ts emphasis on m.arria.ge, th.ey m.ake a 

b.ett.er c.ommit.ment in the.ir m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ip (C.all and Hea.to.n, 1997).  

F.irst, m.or.e re.l.igious ind.iv.idu.als m.ay ant.ic.ipate as we.ll as exp.erience add.ed 

c.og.niti.ons or fe.el.ings of gu.ilt and fa.ilu.re if a d.iv.orce occ.urr.ed (e.g., I am 

vi.ol.at.ing a vow I made to G.od), c.omp.ar.ed to l.ess re.l.igious ind.iv.idu.als who m.ay 

be m.or.e l.ik.ely to view dissatis.facti.on as an acc.eptable s.ol.uti.on to de.al with 

un.rew.ard.ing m.arriag.es. S.ec.ond, m.or.e re.l.igious ind.iv.idu.als m.ay risk g.reat.er 

ext.ern.al dis.appr.ov.al if th.ey d.iv.orce b.ec.ause the.ir friends and f.am.ily m.emb.ers 

obj.ect to d.iv.orce on re.l.igious grounds (e.g., d.iv.orce r.epr.esents a s.erious sp.iritu.al 

fa.ilu.re). (p. 586). In s.om.e cas.es, ind.iv.idu.als m.ay h.ave been l.ess re.l.igious to 

be.g.in with and subs.eq.uently m.or.e l.ik.ely to d.iv.orce and r.em.arry. F.or oth.ers, a 

fe.el.ing of gu.ilt, fa.ilu.re, or sh.am.e m.ay p.re.vent th.em fr.om r.et.urn.ing to a re.l.igious 

instit.uti.on. Although re.l.igious teach.ings often pr.ov.ide substant.ive el.em.ents in 

the f.orm of sp.ec.if.ic gu.id.el.in.es f.or spous.al r.ol.es that sh.ape identiti.es, attitud.es, 

and beh.avio.urs, spous.es in r.em.arriag.es and c.omplex f.am.ily structu.r.es m.ay f.ind 

it d.iff.icult to fulf.ill the r.ol.es and exp.ectati.ons that ar.e d.ef.in.ed and s.et f.orth by 

re.l.igious instit.uti.ons.   

Chatt.ers and T.ayl.or (2005) sugg.est that ―pr.obl.ems in enact.ing m.arit.al and 

p.ar.ent.al r.ol.es (e.g., d.iff.er.enc.es in m.arit.al r.ole d.ef.in.iti.ons) m.ay h.ave di.r.ect 

n.egat.ive infl.uenc.es on f.am.ily o.utc.om.es (e.g., m.arit.al satis.facti.on)‖ (p. 520). It is

p.oss.ible that spous.es in m.arria.ge m.ay fe.el unsu.re abo.ut the.ir r.ol.es and m.ay n.ot 

imm.ediat.ely fe.el l.ike th.ey  

―fit‖ in a re.l.igious s.ett.ing, wh.ich m.ay add additi.on.al str.ess and fe.el.ings of n.ot 

be.l.ong.ing b.ec.ause of the impl.ic.it or expl.ic.it m.essa.ge abo.ut d.iv.orce and 
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r.em.arry.ing th.ey m.ay r.ece.ive fr.om a re.l.igious instit.uti.on and fr.om s.oc.i.ety m.or.e 

broadly. Th.ese p.erc.epti.ons and fe.el.ings of ins.ec.urity and un.re.alist.ic stand.ards 

and exp.ectati.ons often add str.ess to the f.am.ily, p.art.icul.arly f.or coupl.es in a 

r.em.arria.ge (Br.ay and K.elly, 1998; Vish.er and Vish.er, 1993). T.ayl.or and Chatt.ers 

(1988) obs.erv.ed that d.iv.orce and s.ep.arati.on m.ay be st.igmatiz.ed pr.oc.ess.es that 

m.ay c.ause ch.urch n.etw.orks to withdraw supp.ort. C.onv.ers.ely, although r.ese.arch 

f.ind.ings ind.icate that coupl.es in f.irst m.arriag.es that h.ave s.im.il.ar l.ev.els of 

re.l.igi.osity and sh.ar.e the s.am.e faith ar.e h.appi.er, this m.ay n.ot be tr.ue f.or coupl.es 

in r.em.arriag.es. S.imply stat.ed, re.l.igious issu.es m.ay n.ot be as imp.ortant to 

spous.es in a r.em.arria.ge c.omp.ar.ed with oth.er issu.es th.ey m.ay be exp.erienc.ing. 

P.erh.aps spous.es in a r.em.arria.ge sense a b.arri.er that many re.l.igi.ons impl.ic.itly or 

expl.ic.itly imp.ose re.g.ard.ing d.iv.orce (L.ev.ing.er, 1976).   

F.ind.ings fr.om oth.er ar.eas of r.ese.arch ind.icate that s.am.e-.faith m.arriag.es ar.e 

m.or.e stable than int.er.faith m.arriag.es (Bahr, 1981) and th.ose spous.es in s.am.e-

.faith m.arriag.es r.ep.ort h.igh.er l.ev.els of m.arit.al satis.facti.on (Glenn, 1982; Hea.to.n, 

1984). K.almijn (1998) in his study disc.ov.er.ed that, if coupl.es sh.ar.e s.im.il.ar 

knowl.ed.ge and be.li.efs abo.ut re.l.igi.on this m.ay enco.ura.ge p.osit.ive 

c.ommun.icati.on, int.eracti.ons, and m.utu.al und.erstand.ing. Also, s.im.il.ar v.alu.es and 

op.in.i.ons sh.ar.ed by spous.es lead to s.im.il.ar beh.avio.urs and w.orldviews, wh.ich 

ar.e m.utu.ally c.onf.irm.ed and supp.ort.ed. F.in.ally, s.im.il.ar re.l.igious views m.ay 

pr.om.ote jo.int act.iviti.es, b.oth re.l.igious and n.on.re.l.igious, wh.ich can st.rengthen 

the re.lati.onsh.ip b.ond. C.urtis and Ellis.on (2002) add that re.l.igious and 

den.om.inati.on.al s.im.il.arity am.ong coupl.es m.ay fac.ilitate a g.reat.er l.ik.el.ih.oo.d f.or 

c.onsensus when it c.om.es to f.am.ily matt.ers and jo.int d.ec.isi.ons on th.ese issu.es. 

Attend.ing a ch.urch also pr.ov.id.es a cl.ose n.etw.ork of supp.ort. T.ayl.or and Chatt.ers 

(1988) obs.erv.ed that the m.or.e inv.olv.ed pe.ople ar.e in the.ir ch.urch n.etw.orks, the 

g.reat.er the supp.ort th.ey typ.ic.ally r.ece.ive. Th.ey f.urth.er n.ote that ―m.arit.al and 

f.am.ily events such as d.iv.orce and s.ep.arati.on m.ay be st.igmatiz.ed occ.ur.renc.es 

that m.ay c.urta.il supp.ort fr.om ch.urch n.etw.orks‖ (Chatt.ers and T.ayl.or, 2005). 
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Ho.we.v.er, r.ese.arch re.lat.ed to d.iv.orc.ed and r.em.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als and re.l.igi.osity 

and ch.urch n.etw.ork supp.ort is lack.ing.   

Ex.am.in.ing re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al and f.am.ily l.ife has expand.ed in r.ecent 

d.ecad.es; th.er.e is much to be le.arn.ed abo.ut the r.ole re.l.igi.on pl.ays in the l.iv.es of 

coupl.es in d.iv.erse f.am.ily structu.r.es, includ.ing r.em.arriag.es. Statist.ics ind.icate 

that appro.xi.mat.ely h.alf of all m.arriag.es ent.er.ed in.to to.d.ay in a r.em.arria.ge f.or 

one or b.oth p.artn.ers (U.S. Census Bu.re.au, 2000). As a r.esult, r.em.arriag.es ar.e 

b.ec.om.ing one of the m.ost c.omm.on f.am.ily f.orms in c.iv.iliz.ed s.oc.i.eti.es (Fe.in, 

B.urste.in, Fe.in and L.indb.erg, 2003). R.ese.arch ind.icat.es that c.omp.ar.ed with 

coupl.es in traditi.on.al m.arriag.es, m.arriag.es ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to end in s.ep.arati.on 

and/.or d.iv.orce (Br.aml.ett and M.osh.er, 2002; K.re.id.er, 2005). S.ev.er.al studi.es 

h.ave pr.ov.id.ed exp.lanati.ons f.or the h.igh.er rate of diss.ol.uti.on am.ong m.arriag.es. 

Bo.oth and Edw.ards (1992) an.alyz.ed data c.oll.ect.ed fr.om mult.iple ph.one 

int.erviews with 2,033 m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als and c.onclud.ed that the.ir m.arriag.es ar.e 

m.or.e frag.ile b.ec.ause th.ey ar.e l.ess l.ik.ely to h.ave p.osit.ive s.oc.i.al supp.orts, th.ey 

ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to see d.iv.orce as a s.ol.uti.on, and th.er.e ar.e few.er av.a.il.able 

p.artn.ers with wh.om th.ey h.ave s.im.il.ar v.alu.es to ch.oo.se fr.om.    

S.im.il.ar to the emp.ir.ic.al w.ork ex.am.in.ing re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al functio.n.ing, the 

b.ody of lit.eratu.re expl.or.ing issu.es re.lat.ed to the m.arit.al qu.ality of coupl.es in 

m.arriag.es has inc.reas.ed in r.ecent d.ecad.es. Ho.we.v.er, v.arious r.ol.es h.ave 

acc.ompany.ing exp.ect.ed patt.erns of beh.avio.ur and pr.oscr.ib.e n.orms f.or 

int.erp.ers.on.al int.eracti.ons. R.el.igi.on can h.ave a pow.erful infl.uence on r.ol.es, 

beh.avio.urs, and s.oc.i.al int.eracti.ons. R.el.igious instit.uti.ons often pr.ov.ide a 

fr.am.ew.ork of be.li.efs and pract.ic.es that re.inf.orce r.ole identiti.es such as what it 

means to be a p.ar.ent or spouse (Ellis.on, 1994). R.el.igious instit.uti.ons and 

act.iviti.es pr.ov.ide a m.echa.nism to r.ece.ive s.oc.i.al supp.ort fr.om pe.ople with 

s.im.il.ar attitud.es and v.alu.es.   

Mah.on.ey, P.arg.am.ent, T.ar.ak.eshw.ar and Swank (2001) emphasize that ―such

ben.efits of ch.urch m.emb.ersh.ip could occ.ur re.g.ardl.ess of p.art.icul.ar re.l.igious 

be.li.efs abo.ut f.am.ily l.ife‖ (p. 585). S.ec.ond, the substant.ive el.em.ent of re.l.igi.on is 
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the c.omb.inati.on of be.li.efs and pract.ic.es pr.om.ot.ed by re.l.igious instit.uti.ons that 

sh.ape the attitud.es, be.li.efs, and beh.avio.urs of ind.iv.idu.als. One substant.ive 

el.em.ent of re.l.igi.on is the ass.erti.on that m.arria.ge should be a l.if.el.ong 

c.ommit.ment and, th.er.ef.or.e, in m.ost situati.ons d.iv.orce is n.ot just.ifiable 

(Mah.on.ey, P.arg.am.ent, T.ar.ak.eshw.ar and Swank, 2001).  

Although the re.l.igious be.li.efs sh.ape the f.am.ily l.ife, f.am.ili.es‘ attitud.es tow.ard 

re.l.igi.on also sh.ape the c.ont.inuity and transmissi.on of the re.l.igious v.alu.es and 

beh.avio.urs to oth.er gen.erati.ons. M.arks int.erview.ed s.eventy-six h.ighly re.l.igious 

m.ind.ed Musl.im, Jewish, M.orm.on, and Christian m.arri.ed coupl.es to ex.am.ine the 

re.l.igi.ons‘ th.ree di.mensi.ons (.re.l.igious pract.ice, sp.iritu.al pract.ice and, and faith 

c.ommu.nity) and the.ir impact on m.arria.ge. The.ir study re.ve.al.ed that re.l.igi.osity 

and h.arm.ony of faith in G.od and pract.ice and be.li.efs pr.ol.ong.ed the m.arit.al 

functio.n.ing of re.l.igious coupl.es (M.arks, 2005).  

In the p.re.vious study, D.av.id and St.aff.ord (2013) appli.ed a re.l.igi.on and 

sp.iritu.alitybas.ed re.lati.on.al m.od.el, us.ing the ass.oc.iati.on of pe.ople with G.od, 

re.l.igious coupl.es‘ jo.int c.ommun.icati.on and the.ir f.org.iven.ess beh.avio.urs as the 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on pr.ed.ict.ors. The study show.ed that one‘s sp.iritu.al re.lati.onsh.ip 

with G.od is the indi.r.ectly crit.ic.al fact.or f.or qu.ality of m.arria.ge and se.ems to 

man.if.est its.elf b.et.ween m.arri.ed coupl.es in re.l.igious c.ommun.icati.on, wh.ich was 

di.r.ectly ass.oc.iat.ed with m.arit.al qu.ality (D.av.id and St.aff.ord, 2013). Acc.ord.ing to 

N.av.id, Moh.ammadi, Sasannejad, Ali.akb.ari Dehk.ordi, M.aroufizadeh, H.afezi and 

Oma.ni-S.ama.ni (2018), th.er.e ar.e th.ree fund.am.ent.al p.ersp.ect.iv.es on m.arria.ge: 

m.arria.ge as a c.er.em.ony, m.arria.ge as a c.onc.ordat and m.arria.ge as an ag.re.em.ent. 

The p.erc.epti.on of m.arria.ge as a c.er.em.ony d.er.iv.es fr.om the re.l.igious cust.om. 

The p.ersp.ect.ive of m.arria.ge as a t.reaty is the pr.ed.om.inant view of re.l.igious 

ph.il.os.ophy. The int.erpr.etati.on of the ag.re.em.ent is that m.arria.ge is a two-s.id.ed 

indentu.re that is w.ill.ingly sh.ap.ed, susta.in.ed, and diss.olv.ed (B.oyce and W.oo.d, 

2016).  

Acc.ord.ing to the lit.eratu.re, re.l.igi.osity c.reat.es m.arit.al satis.facti.on and int.imacy 

am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es and supp.orts the imp.ortance of m.arria.ge, wh.ich c.reat.es 
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m.arit.al c.ommit.ment am.ong spous.es. Thus, re.l.igi.osity leads to a satisfi.ed and 

h.appy m.arria.ge. Acc.ord.ing to Aust.in, Mac.do.n.ald, and MacLe.od (2018), 

re.l.igious coupl.es h.ave n.egat.ive fe.el.ings abo.ut d.iv.orce and ar.e w.ill.ing to 

sacr.if.ice f.or each oth.er to ma.inta.in the.ir m.arria.ge. Aust.in, Mac.do.n.ald, and 

MacLe.od (2018), f.urth.er disc.ov.er.ed that re.l.igi.osity and its c.omp.onents, 

re.l.igious c.ommit.ment and re.l.igious pract.ice al.ong with infl.uenti.al fact.ors, w.er.e 

ass.oc.iat.ed with the m.arit.al satis.facti.on of m.arri.ed coupl.es.   

Esp.ec.i.ally, ch.urch attendance by coupl.es (Pl.och and Hast.ings, 1998) and the.ir‘

r.ole f.or transmissi.on of re.l.igious be.li.efs and beh.avio.urs ar.e cru.ci.al (Bao, 

Whitb.eck, H.oyt and C.ong.er, 1999). Many r.ese.arch.ers und.erl.in.ed the ass.oc.iati.on 

b.et.ween re.l.igiousn.ess and m.arit.al satis.facti.on (Anth.ony, 1993; Dudl.ey and 

K.os.inski, 1990; Shehan, B.ock and Lee, 1990). G.ibl.in (1997) argu.ed that re.l.igi.on 

aff.ects c.ommun.icati.on, c.onfl.ict r.es.ol.uti.on, d.ec.isi.on m.ak.ing, c.ommit.ment, 

sexu.ality, and p.ar.ent.ing di.mensi.ons of m.arria.ge. M.or.e.ov.er, p.artn.er‘s s.im.il.ar 

re.l.igious be.li.efs (BeitH.all.ami and Argyle, 1997), read.ing b.ible or re.l.igious 

mat.eri.als, pr.ay.ing, ch.urch attendance (Bo.oth, Johns.on, Bran.aman and S.ica, 

1995), and attendance to re.l.igious s.erv.ic.es (C.all and Hea.to.n, 1997) w.er.e found 

to be re.lat.ed to low.er.ed d.iv.orce rat.es and even to the low.er tendency to th.ink or 

discuss the d.iv.orce. B.utl.er, G.ardn.er and B.ird (1998) c.lai.m.ed that pr.ay.ing is a 

‗‗soften.ing‘‘ act.ivity f.or re.l.igious coupl.es when th.ey ar.e exp.erienc.ing a c.onfl.ict. 

Th.ey found that, pr.ay.ing enhanc.ed re.lati.on and p.artn.er orientati.on, inc.reas.ed 

empathy, unbias.ed p.ersp.ect.ive, s.elf-chan.ge f.ocus, d.ec.reas.ed h.ost.ile em.oti.ons, 

and em.oti.on.al reacti.ons. S.im.il.arly, Mah.on.ey, P.arg.am.ent, Je.we.ll, Swank, Sc.ott, 

Em.ery and Rye (1999) found that pro.xi.m.al re.l.igious c.onstructs (i.e., p.erce.iv.ed 

sacr.ed qu.aliti.es of m.arria.ge, faith in the man.if.estati.on of G.od in m.arria.ge) 

r.efl.ect.ed an int.egrati.on of re.l.igi.on and m.arria.ge.  

N.on.eth.el.ess, ov.er.all h.igh.er l.ev.els of re.l.igi.osity ar.e re.lat.ed to adjust.ment to 

m.arria.ge, acc.omm.odat.ing the ne.eds and exp.ectati.ons of a spouse and ad.apt.ing to 

chang.es r.esult.ing fr.om be.ing m.arri.ed (Er.ik and M.arg.ar.et, 1984). Even am.ong 

the unh.app.ily m.arri.ed, inc.reas.ed re.l.igi.osity has been l.ink.ed to h.igh.er l.ev.els of 
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m.arria.ge satis.facti.on (Da.ni.el and A.lan, 2005). Additi.on.ally, although re.l.igious 

p.art.ic.ipati.on do.es n.ot appe.ar to di.r.ectly r.educe b.arri.ers to m.arria.ge diss.ol.uti.on, 

a str.ong re.l.igious be.li.ef in m.arria.ge as a l.if.eti.me c.ommit.ment has been l.ink.ed to 

h.igh.er l.ev.els of m.arria.ge stab.ility and qu.ality (T.im and Stan, 1991; Shl.omo, 

1996).  

In his study, G.ary (1987) obs.erv.ed that w.om.en d.ev.el.op gend.er- and re.l.igious-

bas.ed v.alu.es of c.ompassi.on, s.elf-sacr.if.ice, ob.edience and hum.ility, r.esult.ing in 

low.er exp.ectati.ons of s.ign.if.icant rew.ards fr.om m.arria.ge wh.ile st.ill be.ing 

satisfi.ed, re.g.ardl.ess of the.ir l.ev.el of re.l.igi.osity. Th.er.e also appe.ars to be an 

int.eracti.on eff.ect on the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.on and m.arria.ge o.utc.om.es 

re.lat.ed to dyad.ic re.l.igi.osity, with h.igh.er l.ev.els of sh.ar.ed re.l.igious be.li.efs 

b.et.ween spous.es, sh.ar.ed re.l.igious c.onv.icti.ons abo.ut the sanctity of m.arria.ge and 

sh.ar.ed re.l.igious be.li.efs c.onc.ern.ing l.if.el.ong m.arria.ge be.ing l.ink.ed to b.ett.er 

m.arria.ge o.utc.om.es, esp.ec.i.ally f.or w.iv.es (Fl.or.ence and J.am.es, 1996).   

B.eli.ef in m.arria.ge as sacr.ed has been l.ink.ed to a d.ec.rease in the d.etri.ment.al 

eff.ects of str.ess.ing events and an inc.rease in d.es.irable m.arria.ge o.utc.om.es am.ong 

old.er adults (Allen, Amy and J.ak.ob, 2014; Christ.oph.er, And.rea, N.orv.al and 

Krist.ine, 2011; La.ura, D.av.id and St.erl.ing, 2014). R.el.igious be.li.efs c.onc.ern.ing 

re.lati.on.al v.alu.es (e.g., f.org.iven.ess, c.ommit.ment and sacr.if.ice) appe.ar to 

indi.r.ectly impr.ove m.arria.ge satis.facti.on and qu.ality (Rand.al and A.lan,  2013), 

and be.li.efs abo.ut the sanct.if.icati.on of m.arria.ge m.ay h.elp m.arri.ed coupl.es 

r.es.olve c.onfl.ict by p.re.vent.ing c.onfl.ict, impr.ov.ing c.onfl.ict r.es.ol.uti.on and 

enhanc.ing re.lati.onsh.ip r.ec.onc.iliati.on (Natha.ni.el and D.av.id , 2006). Pe.ople who 

be.li.eve that m.arria.ge is sacr.ed m.ay also be m.or.e l.ik.ely to r.ema.in c.ommitt.ed to 

m.arria.ge b.ec.ause th.ey h.ave made a pr.omise to G.od, th.ey want to ab.ide by G.od‘s

gu.id.el.in.es f.or m.arria.ge and th.ey be.li.eve the.ir m.arria.ge is p.art of G.od‘s w.ill 

(Judith, Amy, P.edra and Sh.eryl, 2011). Pe.ople inv.est in the sacr.ed, pr.ot.ect that 

wh.ich is sacr.ed, ga.in satis.facti.on in the pu.rsuit of the sacr.ed, glean sp.iritu.al 

em.oti.ons fr.om the sacr.ed and suff.er s.ev.er.e c.ons.eq.uenc.es fr.om the l.oss of the 

sacr.ed (Kenn.eth, 2005).   
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Also, M.icha.el and D.av.id (2006) r.ep.ort that a be.li.ef in sacr.ed m.arria.ge that 

includ.es a be.li.ef that m.arria.ge is p.art of G.od‘s p.lan and that G.od is inv.olv.ed in 

the m.arria.ge r.esults in m.arriag.es that exh.ibit m.or.e stab.ility and u.nity, inc.reas.ed 

growth and m.ot.iv.ati.on and h.igh.er l.ev.els of h.app.in.ess and peace. R.el.igi.on is 

be.li.ev.ed to pr.ov.ide mean.ing to c.ommit.ment in m.arria.ge b.ec.ause it has a sacr.ed 

pu.rp.ose and pr.ov.id.es pe.ople a p.ersp.ect.ive that h.elps th.em st.ay t.og.eth.er d.ur.ing 

str.ess.ing events (M.icha.el, D.av.id, L.or.en and Em.ily, 2013; Natha.ni.el and D.av.id, 

2008). R.el.igious disco.urse am.ong coupl.es who be.li.eve the.ir m.arria.ge is sacr.ed 

has also been l.ink.ed to p.osit.ive m.arria.ge o.utc.om.es. Acc.ord.ing to Kath.er.ine, 

Ann.ette, Kenn.eth and Alfr.ed (2014), inc.reas.ed l.ev.els of re.l.igious disco.urse 

b.et.ween spous.es, coupl.ed with a sh.ar.ed be.li.ef in the sanct.if.icati.on of m.arria.ge, 

d.ec.reas.ed the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of n.egat.ive int.eracti.ons d.ur.ing p.eri.ods of c.onfl.ict. 

R.el.igious disco.urse appe.ars to h.ave the str.ong.est infl.uence on pe.ople‘s ev.eryd.ay 

l.ife d.ec.isi.ons when th.ey p.art.ic.ipate in re.l.igious c.ommu.niti.es that str.ess the 

s.alience of re.l.igi.on‘s r.ole in ev.eryd.ay d.ec.isi.ons (Sigalow, Shain and Bergy, 

2012). R.el.igious disco.urse c.onc.ern.ing the et.ern.al natu.re of m.arria.ge b.ey.ond 

death has been l.ink.ed to end.ur.ing m.arriag.es, as we.ll (Natha.ni.el and D.av.id, 

2008).  

P.re.vious studi.es show that re.l.igi.on has pl.ay.ed an imp.ortant p.art to m.od.erate the 

sympt.oms of the s.erious cris.es of human l.ife (Ahmadi, Azad-M.arzabadi, and 

Nab.ipo.or Ashr.afi, 2008). When coupl.es g.et m.arri.ed, th.ey h.ave to n.eg.otiate 

s.ev.er.al issu.es such as ch.ildc.ar.e, wh.er.e to l.ive t.og.eth.er, h.ol.id.ay p.lans, and 

re.l.igious act.iviti.es. In this pr.oc.ess, th.ey m.ay exp.erience tensi.on, str.ess, c.onfl.ict, 

and dissatis.facti.on (P.ars.ons et al., 2007).  

R.el.igious c.omp.onents include ind.iv.idu.al pr.ay.er ti.m.es, group engag.em.ent in 

re.l.igious s.erv.ic.es, the read.ing of re.l.igious scr.iptu.re, ke.ep.ing an ortho.do.x be.li.ef, 

and displ.ay.ing re.l.igious c.ommit.ment (C.ornw.all, 1989). The study of the 

re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and re.l.igi.osity shows how re.l.igious 

fact.ors pl.ay an imp.ortant r.ole in m.arit.al re.lati.onsh.ips. Acc.ord.ing to Koen.ig and 

Ken.in (1992), pe.ople who ar.e m.or.e c.ommitt.ed in re.l.igi.on h.ave a pr.opensity to 
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de.al m.or.e appr.opriat.ely with str.ess, d.epr.essi.on, an.xi.ety, and phys.ic.al illn.ess 

than n.on-.re.l.igious pe.ople. Many p.re.vious studi.es also show that re.l.igi.osity has a 

cl.ose re.lati.onsh.ip with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  S.om.e r.ese.arch.ers h.ave us.ed 

s.ev.er.al re.l.igious fact.ors to measu.re re.l.igi.osity such as ch.urch attendance 

(G.odd.ard, M.arsh.all, Ols.on, and Den.nis, 2012; Sussman and Alexand.er, 1999), 

ch.urch aff.iliati.on (Snow and C.omp.to.n, 2016), re.l.igious h.om.og.amy, 

h.et.er.og.amy, or c.ongr.uence of re.l.igious faith b.et.ween coupl.es (Brandt, 2004; 

Shehan, B.ock, and Lee, 1990), pr.ay.er (Tl.oczynski and Fritzsch, 2015), re.l.igious 

orientati.on (Br.imh.all and B.utl.er, 2007), and re.l.igious c.ommit.ment (M.ocka.bee, 

M.ons.on, and Grant, 2001). Much of the r.ese.arch wh.ich inv.est.igat.ed the 

re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on was on the basis of 

the idea that m.or.e re.l.igious coupl.es ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to h.ave a h.appy and stable 

m.arit.al l.ife than oth.er coupl.es (C.all and Hea.to.n, 1997; Sull.iv.an, 2001).   

Alm.ost all r.ese.arch abo.ut re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on was r.ep.ort.ed 

fr.om Am.er.ica, Canada, or New Ze.al.and. S.om.e of the r.esults fr.om oth.er 

countri.es such as T.urk.ey (Eremsoy, Celimli, and Gencoz, 2005) and Iran 

(Ahmadi and H.osse.in-abadi, 2009) w.er.e r.ep.ort.ed in jo.urn.als and also show.ed 

that re.l.igiousn.ess was an imp.ortant pr.ed.ict.or of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. The t.erm 

―sp.iritu.ality‖ can be int .erchan.geably us.ed with re.l.igi.on (N.edum.ar.uthumch.al.il, 

2009). Ho.we.v.er, wh.ile re.l.igi.on f.ocus.es on re.l.igious be.li.efs, ritu.als, and 

traditi.ons in a re.l.igious c.ommu.nity (C.arls.on, K.irkpatr.ick, H.eck.er, and K.illm.er, 

2015), sp.iritu.ality emphasiz.es ind.iv.idu.al exp.erience. Acc.ord.ing to W.alsh 

(2009), sp.iritu.ality is ―an ov.er.arch.ing c.onstruct, wh.ich r.ef.ers to di.mensi.on of 

human exp.erience inv.olv.ing p.ers.on.al transcendent be.li.efs and pract.ic.es, with.in 

or o.uts.ide f.orm.al re.l.igi.on, through f.am.ily and cult.ur.al h.erita.ge, and in 

c.onn.ecti.on with natu.re and huma.nity‖. In this p.ersp.ect.ive, this study includ.es 

b.oth re.l.igi.osity and sp.iritu.ality in the d.ef.in.iti.on of re.l.igi.osity.    

S.ev.er.al r.ese.arch studi.es expl.or.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity or 

re.l.igi.on and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in So.uth K.or.ea h.ave been c.onduct.ed (Je.ong, 

2005; P.ark, 2001). Ho.we.v.er, m.ost studi.es in So.uth K.or.ea r.ecruit.ed the 
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p.op.u.lati.on in one city or l.imit.ed ar.eas in So.uth K.or.ea. The studi.es also f.ocus on 

the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween faith in G.od and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. This study w.ill 

r.ecruit the s.ample in s.ev.er.al m.etr.op.olitan ar.eas (Seoul, Daeje.on, Da.egu, and 

Busan, 2017) in So.uth K.or.ea. R.ese.arch on the r.ole of re.l.igi.on and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on re.ve.als that re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on h.ave a p.osit.ive 

re.lati.onsh.ip with each oth.er.   

R.ese.arch inv.est.igat.ing the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on shows that m.or.e re.l.igious coupl.es h.ave h.appi.er and m.or.e stable 

m.arriag.es than oth.er coupl.es (C.all and Hea.to.n, 1997; Sull.iv.an, 2001; Schr.amm, 

M.arsh.all, H.arris and Lee, 2012). K.arslow and R.ob.ins.on (1996) found that 

re.l.igious be.li.efs ar.e rank.ed as the f.ifth m.ost imp.ortant el.em.ent f.or m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on. M.ost studi.es on re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on supp.ort the 

c.or.re.lati.on b.et.ween the two v.ariabl.es. Much r.ese.arch ind.icat.es that th.er.e is a 

p.osit.ive c.or.re.lati.on b.et.ween m.arti.al satis.facti.on and re.l.igi.osity. R.el.igi.osity has 

an eff.ect on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on f.or the f.ollow.ing reas.ons: F.irst, re.l.igi.osity 

c.reat.es cl.ose c.onn.ect.edn.ess b.et.ween coupl.es; the coupl.es h.ave s.im.il.ar re.l.igious 

be.li.efs, wh.ich lead to a sense of be.ing cl.os.er (R.ob.ins.on, 1994).  

S.ec.ond, re.l.igi.osity st.rengthens the imp.ortance of m.arria.ge wh.ich c.reat.es m.arit.al 

c.ommit.ment b.et.ween the husband and the w.ife (L.ars.on and G.oltz, 1989).  

W.orth.ing.to.n (1990) intr.oduc.es the idea that Christian m.arria.ge is n.ot a c.ontract 

b.ut a c.ovenant c.ommit.ment wh.ich inc.reas.es m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on and 

c.ommit.ment. Th.ird, ch.urch attendance and sh.ar.ed be.li.efs lead to a satisfy.ing 

m.arria.ge (Lehr.er and Chisw.ick, 1993). Fo.urth, re.l.igious teach.ing abo.ut n.on-

m.arit.al sex or extr.am.arit.al af.fa.irs r.estra.ins Christian coupl.es fr.om h.av.ing sex 

with oth.er p.artn.ers (C.all and Hea.to.n, 1997).    

M.arkman, Stanl.ey, and Bl.urnb.erg (1994) show.ed th.ree r.esults that exp.la.in why 

re.l.igious coupl.es pu.t a h.igh v.al.ue on m.arria.ge. F.irst, re.l.igious coupl.es who ar.e 

m.or.e c.ons.er.vat.ive ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to s.ay that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is wr.ong 

than n.on.re.l.igious coupl.es. S.ec.ond, when re.l.igious pe.ople face d.iff.icult pr.obl.ems 

in the.ir l.ife, th.ey w.ill exp.erience s.ign.if.icant s.oc.i.al d.emands to st.ay t.og.eth.er and 
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s.olve the pr.obl.ems. Th.ird, re.l.igious coupl.es ar.e m.or.e l.ik.ely to s.ay that th.ey ar.e 

satisfi.ed with the.ir sacr.if.ice f.or one an.oth.er. Th.ese o.utc.om.es m.ay c.om.e fr.om 

the fact that traditi.on.al re.l.igious groups emphasize the imp.ortance of m.arria.ge 

and l.ov.ing the oth.er p.ers.on m.or.e than on.es.elf.   

Glenn and We.av.er (2016) found that re.l.igious h.om.og.amy had a p.osit.ive 

re.lati.onsh.ip with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Schr.amm (2012) also c.ontend.ed that 

coupl.es who h.ave the s.am.e re.l.igious den.om.inati.ons h.ave h.igh.er m.arit.al 

adjust.ment than coupl.es who h.ave d.iff.er.ent den.om.inati.ons. W.ils.on and 

F.ils.ing.er (1986) found ritu.al exp.erience and be.li.ef to be s.ign.if.icantly c.or.re.lat.ed 

with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Bahr and Chadw.ick (2005) found that ch.urch 

aff.iliati.on and ch.urch attendance c.or.re.lat.ed with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.   

Acc.ord.ing to Dudl.ey and K.os.inski (1990), f.am.ily w.orsh.ip and c.ongr.uence with 

spouse on re.l.igi.osity and ch.urch attendance w.er.e the str.ong.est re.l.igious 

pr.ed.ict.ors of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. My.ers (2016) also found a s.ign.if.icant 

re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween spous.al s.im.il.arity in ch.urch attendance and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on and stab.ility on the basis of nati.on.al s.urv.eys fr.om 1980 and 1997. 

Many r.ese.arch studi.es str.ongly supp.ort that re.l.igi.osity is one of the m.ost 

imp.ortant pr.ed.ict.ors f.or m.arit.al satis.facti.on. L.icht.er and C.arm.alt (2008) 

ex.am.in.ed the re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween re.l.igi.on (.aff.iliati.on, be.li.ef, and pract.ice) and 

m.arit.al st.rength and stab.ility with low inc.om.e m.arri.ed coupl.es.   

The p.art.ic.ipants of the study w.er.e 433 low inc.om.e m.arri.ed coupl.es with m.in.or 

ch.ild.ren and the r.ese.arch.ers us.ed s.urv.ey data in the M.arit.al and Re.lati.onsh.ip 

S.urv.ey. Th.ey found that the maj.ority of low inc.om.e coupl.es r.ec.ord.ed 

s.urpris.ingly h.igh sc.or.es on s.ev.er.al di.mensi.ons of m.arit.al qu.ality such as 

c.ommit.ment and em.oti.on.al supp.ort am.ong oth.ers. Sp.iritu.ality also has a str.ong 

re.lati.onsh.ip with m.arit.al satis.facti.on. R.oth (1988) inv.est.igat.ed the re.lati.onsh.ip 

b.et.ween sp.iritu.al we.ll-.be.ing and m.arit.al adjust.ment. The r.ese.arch.er studi.ed 147 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als fr.om th.ree So.uth.ern C.al.if.or.nia U.nit.ed M.eth.odist and 

B.aptist ch.urch.es. R.oth found that th.er.e was a s.ign.if.icant re.lati.onsh.ip b.et.ween 

the two v.ariabl.es and s.ign.if.icant gend.er d.iff.er.ence. 
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 2.2.6   C.onc.eptu.al M.od.el f.or the Study  

 

 

 

2.2.6.1  Exp.lanati.on of C.onc.eptu.al M.od.el  

The c.onc.eptu.al m.od.el f.or this study is c.omp.os.ed of the ind.ependent v.ariable or 

the t.reat.ment packag.es n.am.e.ly; Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT) and 

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT). Th.ese v.ariabl.es w.ill be 

man.ip.u.lat.ed by the r.ese.arch.er to see the.ir eff.ect on the d.ependent v.ariable 

(M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on). The int.erven.ing or m.ediat.ing v.ariabl.es c.onsists of 

orga.nism.ic and env.ir.on.ment.al fact.ors. The orga.nism.ic fact.ors ar.e th.ose fact.ors 

wh.ich ar.e r.es.ident with.in the ind.iv.idu.al such as re.l.igi.osity, gend.er, l.ocus of 

c.ontr.ol, s.elf-.este.em, s.elf- eff.icacy and a.ge am.ong oth.ers. The env.ir.on.ment.al 

fact.ors ar.e v.ariabl.es wh.ich ar.e r.es.ident o.uts.ide the ind.iv.idu.al and could aff.ect 

the r.esp.ons.es of the p.art.ic.ipants to the t.reat.ment packa.ge 
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Ex.ampl.es of env.ir.on.ment.al fact.ors ar.e s.oc.i.al supp.ort, w.ork ov.erload and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status, am.ong oth.ers. Th.ese v.ariabl.es int.ervene b.et.ween the 

ind.ependent and d.ependent v.ariable and when man.ip.u.lat.ed w.ill be exp.ect.ed to 

pr.oduce meas.urable eff.ects on the d.ependent v.ariable wh.ich is r.educti.on of 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Though s.ev.er.al int.erven.ing v.ariabl.es ar.e c.apable of 

infl.uenc.ing the eff.ect.iven.ess of the int.erventi.ons in achi.ev.ing r.educti.on of 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in this study, the int.erven.ing v.ariabl.es of int.er.est ar.e 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. This is b.ec.ause lit.eratu.r.es h.ave shown that 

th.ese h.ave s.ign.if.icant infl.uence in r.educti.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.   
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CHAPTER THREE  

METHODOLOGY  

This ch.apt.er f.ocus.es on the exp.lanati.on of how the study was c.arri.ed o.ut. This 

includ.es the d.escr.ipti.on of the r.ese.arch d.es.ign, the study p.op.u.lati.on, the s.ample 

and s.ampl.ing t.ech.niqu.es, instru.mentati.on, pr.oc.edu.re f.or data c.oll.ecti.on, 

summ.ary of act.iviti.es in the exp.eri.ment.al groups and m.eth.od of data an.alysis.  

 3.1   R.ese.arch D.es.ign  

The study ad.opt.ed a c.onc.ur.rent mix.ed d.es.ign, us.ing f.ocus.ed group discussi.on 

anda p.re-t.est-p.ost-t.est, c.ontr.ol group quasi-exp.eri.ment.al d.es.ign with a 3x3x2 

fact.ori.al matrix. In essence, the row c.onsists of Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy and 

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy and the c.ontr.ol. The row was cr.oss.ed 

with re.l.igi.osity v.ari.ed at two l.ev.els (H.igh and Low) and S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status 

v.ari.ed at th.ree l.ev.els (H.igh SES, Av.era.ge and Low SES). Also the study ad.opt.ed 

qu.alitat.ive m.eth.od us.ing a F.ocus Group Discussi.on (FGD) in oth.er to enhance 

the qu.ality of the inf.ormati.on.  

This is r.epr.esent.ed in the table be.low. 

 

Table 2: A 3x3x2 Fact.ori.al Matrix.es f.or the R.educti.on of M.arit.al 

Dissatis.facti.on of M.arri.ed Ind.iv.idu.als 

T.reat.ments   S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status  

H.igh SES (B1)  M.od.erate SES (B2)  

 

Low SES  (B3)  

 

 

 R.el.igi.osity   

H.igh (C1)  Low 

(C2)  

H.igh (C1)  Low   

(C2)  

H.igh (C1)  Low  (C2)  T.ot.al  

 IRT (A1)  5 6  6  4  7 4  32  

IBCT (A2)  6  5  5  5  5  5  31  

CG (A3)  6  4  5  6  5  7  33  

T.ot.al  17  15  16  5  17  16  N=96 
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K.ey:  RL = R.el.igi.osity, SES =S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status, IRT =Imago 

Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy, IBCT = Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy, CG 

=C.ontr.ol Group A1= IRT  

A2=IBCT  

A3=C.ontr.ol 

B1= H.igh SES 

B2= Av.era.ge SES 

B3= Low SES 

C1= H.igh re.l.igi.osity 

C2= Low re.l.igi.osity 

 

This d.es.ign is sch.emat.ic.ally r.epr.esent.ed as  

O1 X O2  

O3 X O4  

O5     O6  

O1, O3 and O5 = P.re-t.est Sc.or.es  

O2, O4 and O6 = P.ost-t.est Sc.or.es  

          XA1 = Exp.eri.ment.al t.reat.ment of Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy  

          XA2 = Exp.eri.ment.al t.reat.ment of Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple 

Th.er.apy. = No t.reat.ment was g.iven to the C.ontr.ol Group  

 

 3.2   P.op.u.lati.on 

The p.op.u.lati.on f.or the study c.ompris.ed of all m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in the Cath.ol.ic 

Ch.urch.es with n.ot m.or.e than 10 ye.ars in m.arria.ge with.in the th.ree (3) senat.ori.al 

distr.icts (Lag.os W.est, Lag.os East and Lag.os Centr.al) in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria, as 

r.ec.og.nis.ed by the nati.on.al c.onstit.uti.on. Pr.esently, th.er.e ar.e 161 Cath.ol.ic 

ch.urch.es with a r.ec.ord of ov.er 600,000 m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in Lag.os State, 

N.ig.eria.  
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 3.3   S.ample and S.ampl.ing T.ech.niq.ue 

Multi-sta.ge s.ampl.ing pr.oc.edu.re was us.ed to s.el.ect the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the study. 

The f.irst sta.ge inv.olv.ed a s.imple rand.om s.ampl.ing t.ech.niq.ue in s.el.ect.ing one 

l.oc.al g.ov.ern.ment ar.ea fr.om each of the th.ree (3) e.xist.ing Lag.os senat.ori.al 

distr.icts (Lag.os W.est, Lag.os East and Lag.os Centr.al). S.ec.ondly, a s.imple 

rand.om s.ampl.ing t.ech.niq.ue was us.ed to s.el.ect one (1) p.arish in each of the l.oc.al 

g.ov.ern.ment ar.eas s.el.ect.ed fr.om each of the th.ree (3) senat.ori.al distr.icts. The 

s.el.ect.ed Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in each l.oc.al g.ov.ern.ment ar.ea made up the th.ree 

groups f.or the study. The t.reat.ments w.er.e rand.omly ass.ign.ed to groups. F.in.ally, 

fr.om each of the th.ree (3) p.arish.es s.el.ect.ed, the sc.reen.ing t.est sc.or.e and 

inclusi.on crit.eria w.er.e us.ed to r.ecruit p.art.ic.ipants f.or the study.  

 

 3.4  Instru.mentati.on  

3.4.1 M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on Sc.ale: M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on sc.ale d.ev.el.op.ed by 

Ha.avio-Man.il.a and K.ontu.la (2007) was us.ed to sc.reen the p.art.ic.ipants in 

c.ol.lab.orati.on with the inclusi.on crit.eria stat.ed in the study. M.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on sc.ale is a 15-it.em invent.ory. Ex.ampl.es of it.ems in the sc.ale 

include: ―My p.artn.er and I p.art.ic.ipat.ed equ.ally when m.ak.ing m.ost d.ec.isi.ons, 

When my p.artn.er and I discuss, we b.oth att.empt n.ot to allow f.or equ.al a.ir ti.me, 

My p.artn.er and I often enga.ge in mean.ingl.ess c.onv.ersati.ons when we sh.ar.e ti.me 

al.one, and My p.artn.er and I w.ork as a te.am when we s.olve re.lati.onsh.ip 

pr.obl.ems”. Each it.em was rat.ed on a 4-po.int sc.ale (1=str.ongly disag.ree to 

4=str.ongly ag.ree). This sc.ale is a summat.ive sc.ale bas.ed on the it.ems with 

c.og.nizance of s.om.e it.ems be.ing re.v.ers.ed in sc.or.ing. All answ.ers g.iven w.ill be 

sc.or.ed and add.ed up to ind.icate the l.ev.el of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. The cand.idat.es with ab.ove 30 po.ints w.er.e re.g.ard.ed as 

ind.iv.idu.als with h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on wh.ile th.ose be.low 30 po.ints w.ill be 

cat.eg.oriz.ed as coupl.es with low m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. F.or the pu.rp.ose of this 

study, only coupl.es with h.igh m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on (Ab.ove 30 po.ints) w.ill be 

us.ed in this study. The int.ern.al c.onsistency re.liab.ility co.eff.ic.ient of the sc.ale 
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acc.ord.ing to the au.th.ors was 82. Ho.we.v.er, the ad.apt.ed v.ersi.on of the instru.ment 

was re-v.al.idat.ed by the r.ese.arch.er and Cr.onbach alpha of 79 was obta.in.ed in a 

p.il.ot t.est wh.ich inv.olv.ed an adm.in.istrati.on of the instru.ment to a s.el.ect.ed 

s.ample of th.irty (30) m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Ibadan, Oyo 

State, N.ig.eria. 

3.4.2 M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on Index Sc.ale: M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on was measu.r.ed 

us.ing the m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on index sc.ale (MDIS) d.ev.el.op.ed by Azize (2013). 

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on index sc.ale is a 25-it.em invent.ory. Ex.ampl.es of it.ems in 

the sc.ale include: ―When we qu.ar.re.l, my spouse h.elps us to f.ind a b.est w.ay to 

s.olve it, s.om.eti.m.es I want to le.ave my spouse, I do n.ot fe.el l.ike exh.ibit.ing l.ove to 

my spouse, and we do n.ot h.ave any c.omm.on t.op.ics to t.alk abo.ut with my 

spouse”. Each it.em was rat.ed on a 4-po.int sc.ale (1=str.ongly disag.ree to 

4=str.ongly ag.ree). This sc.ale is a summat.ive sc.ale bas.ed on the it.ems with 

c.og.nizance of s.om.e it.ems be.ing re.v.ers.ed in sc.or.ing. All answ.ers g.iven w.er.e 

sc.or.ed and add.ed up to ind.icate the l.ev.el of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als, with a h.igh numb.er ind.icat.ing a g.reat.er inc.idence of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on.  V.al.idity f.ind.ings of the or.ig.in.al v.ersi.on of the sc.ale ind.icat.ed 

ran.ge fr.om 76 to 91. The int.ern.al c.onsistency re.liab.ility co.eff.ic.ient was 89. 

Ho.we.v.er, the ad.apt.ed v.ersi.on of the instru.ment was re-v.al.idat.ed by the 

r.ese.arch.er and Cr.onbach alpha of 86 was obta.in.ed in a p.il.ot t.est wh.ich inv.olv.ed 

an adm.in.istrati.on of the instru.ment to a s.el.ect.ed s.ample of th.irty (30) m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Ibadan, Oyo State, N.ig.eria. 

3.4.3 R.el.igi.osity Sc.ale: R.el.igi.osity sc.ale (RS) d.ev.el.op.ed by De Vries-Schot, 

Pieper and Van Uden (2012) was us.ed as a measu.re of re.l.igi.osity of m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es. It c.onsists of 16 it.ems with 4-po.int sc.or.es in 

wh.ich r.esp.ondents rate the.ir re.l.igi.osity fr.om str.ongly ag.ree (4) to str.ongly 

disag.ree (1). Ex.ampl.es of the it.ems in the sc.ale include: I h.ave the idea that I 

entrust mys.elf m.or.e and m.or.e to G.od, The mean.ing and s.ign.if.icance of my l.ife is 

in my re.lati.onsh.ip with G.od, I be.li.eve s.inc.er.e.ly, n.ot ma.inly o.ut of obl.igati.on or 

fe.ar, My faith is orient.ed to v.alu.es that transcend phys.ic.al and s.oc.i.al ne.eds, and 
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I am w.ill.ing to be accountable to G.od and my f.ellow humans abo.ut my w.ay of 

l.ife. This sc.ale is a summat.ive sc.ale bas.ed on the it.ems with c.og.nizance of s.om.e 

it.ems be.ing re.v.ers.ed m.ak.ing a t.ot.al of 64 po.ints in re.l.igi.osity l.ev.el of m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als. The cand.idat.es be.low 21 po.ints w.ill be re.g.ard.ed as coupl.es with low 

re.l.igi.osity, 21-42 po.ints m.od.erate re.l.igi.osity and th.ose ab.ove 42 po.ints w.er.e 

cat.eg.oriz.ed as coupl.es with h.igh re.l.igi.osity. The int.ern.al c.onsistency re.liab.ility 

co.eff.ic.ient of the instru.ment acc.ord.ing to the A.uth.ors was 81. P.art.ic.ipants 

r.esp.ond to it.ems by ind.icat.ing the.ir cho.ice of r.esp.ons.es. Ho.we.v.er, the ad.apt.ed 

v.ersi.on of the instru.ment was re-v.al.idat.ed by the r.ese.arch.er and Cr.onbach alpha 

of 87 was obta.in.ed in a p.il.ott.est wh.ich inv.olv.ed an adm.in.istrati.on of the 

instru.ment to a s.el.ect.ed s.ample of th.irty (30) m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic 

Ch.urch.es in Ibadan, Oyo State, N.ig.eria. 

3.4.4 S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status Sc.ale: S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status was measu.r.ed us.ing 

the P.ar.ents S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status (PSES) d.ev.el.op.ed by S.al.ami (2000a). It was 

d.ev.el.op.ed to measu.re the educati.on.al, occupati.on.al and s.oc.i.al status of m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.al. The it.ems in the sc.ale re.qu.est.ed f.or data of the p.art.ic.ipants also. 

Th.ese it.ems includ.ed p.ar.ents‘ occupati.on.al type (10 m.arks), p.ar.ents l.ev.el of 

educati.on (12 m.arks), p.ar.ents r.es.idence (5 m.arks), p.ar.ents p.oss.essi.on of 

n.ec.ess.ary and lux.ury it.ems (29 m.arks) g.iv.ing the t.ot.al ma.xi.mum sc.or.e of 56. 

All th.ese w.er.e summ.ariz.ed to ind.icate the p.art.ic.ipants‘ f.am.ily s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

background as be.ing h.igh, or low. The h.igh.est sc.or.e obta.inable is 56 wh.ile the 

least is 6. The t.est-r.et.est re.liab.ility of the sc.ale when adm.in.ist.er.ed am.ong 100 

s.ec.ond.ary scho.ol students in Ibadan, Oyo state, N.ig.eria was 0.73 with an int.erv.al 

of th.ree we.eks. Ho.we.v.er, the t.est re-t.est measu.r.em.ent t.ech.niq.ue was us.ed to 

d.et.erm.ine the re.liab.ility of the ad.apt.ed v.ersi.on of the instru.ment. A p.il.ot study 

was c.onduct.ed us.ing 20 m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Ibadan, 

Oyo State, N.ig.eria. The qu.esti.onnai.re was adm.in.ist.er.ed to th.em tw.ice with.in an 

int.erv.al of two we.eks. The two s.ets of data c.oll.ect.ed w.er.e t.reat.ed to Pe.ars.on (r) 

and a re.liab.ility co.eff.ic.ient of 0.82 was establish.ed.  
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3.5 Inclusi.on Crit.eria 

The f.ollow.ing crit.eria w.er.e us.ed in s.el.ect.ing the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the study:  

i. P.art.ic.ipants who sc.or.ed h.igh in the sc.reen.ing instru.ment adm.in.ist.er.ed     

(Ab.ove 30).  

ii. P.art.ic.ipants who w.er.e w.ill.ing to p.art.ic.ipate in the study.  

iii. P.art.ic.ipants who ar.e m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als in the Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch. 

iv. P.art.ic.ipants with the m.arit.al p.eri.od n.ot exce.ed.ing 10 ye.ars a.ge of 

m.arria.ge.  

 

3.6 Pr.oc.edu.re f.or Data C.oll.ecti.on  

The r.ese.arch.er obta.in.ed appr.ov.al f.or the study fr.om the Un.iv.ersity of Ibadan 

Eth.ic.al C.ommittee (ass.ign.ed numb.er: UI/EC/21/0012). Aft.erw.ards, the 

r.ese.arch.er re.qu.est.ed p.ermissi.on fr.om re.le.vant ch.urch/p.arish au.th.oriti.es b.ef.or.e 

c.arry.ing o.ut the study. R.ese.arch assistants w.er.e tra.in.ed to assist the r.ese.arch.er in 

the fi.eld. Also, the study was c.arri.ed o.ut in fo.ur phas.es: p.re-s.essi.on.al act.iviti.es, 

p.re-t.est, t.reat.ment and p.ost-t.est. At the p.re-s.essi.on, act.iviti.es include the 

sc.reen.ing, r.ecruit.ment and ass.ign.ment of p.art.ic.ipants to the two exp.eri.ment.al 

groups and c.ontr.ol group. Adv.ertis.em.ent was made to re.qu.est f.or p.art.ic.ipants 

fr.om the rand.omly s.el.ect.ed Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es f.or the study. A p.re.l.im.in.ary 

me.et.ing was orga.niz.ed f.or f.am.ili.arizati.on and s.ol.ic.it.ing the int.er.est.ed of the 

p.art.ic.ipants to p.art.ic.ipate in the study. At the p.re-t.est sta.ge, a qu.esti.onnai.re 

c.ompris.ing of S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status Sc.ale (SES), R.el.igi.osity Sc.ale (RS) and 

M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on Index (MDIS) w.er.e adm.in.ist.er.ed to the p.art.ic.ipants. 

P.art.ic.ipants in the two exp.eri.ment.al groups only w.er.e exp.os.ed to e.ight s.essi.ons 

of t.reat.ment (Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy and Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al couple 

th.er.apy). Each s.essi.on was span f.or an av.era.ge of 60 m.in.ut.es (i.e. one ho.ur (1 

Ho.ur). Though the c.ontr.ol group w.er.e n.ot be t.reat.ed, p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e exp.os.ed 

to a l.ectu.re titl.ed,“Open and Distance Le.arn.ing Educati.on in N.ig.eria”. The 

p.ost-t.est was adm.in.ist.er.ed f.ollow.ing the c.onclusi.on of the pr.ogr.am.me.  

 



94 

3.7      C.ontr.ol of Extraneous V.ariabl.es  

Extraneous v.ariabl.es ar.e th.ose fact.ors or attr.ib.ut.es that m.ay aff.ect the o.utc.om.e 

of the exp.eri.ment.al study as.ide fr.om the psych.oth.er.api.es to be empl.oy.ed. The 

r.ese.arch.er w.ill gu.ide aga.inst eff.ects of such v.ariabl.es through the f.ollow.ing: 

appr.opriate rand.omisati.on of p.art.ic.ipants in.to the two int.erventi.on groups and 

the c.ontr.ol group; adh.er.ence to inclusi.on crit.eria; eff.ect.ive use of the 3x3x2 

fact.ori.al matrix d.es.ign and the An.alysis of C.ov.ariance (ANCOVA) statist.ic.al 

to.ol that w.ill be us.ed to equ.ally t.ake c.ar.e of l.ik.ely extraneous v.ariabl.es.  

 

3.8. TREATMENT PACKAGES  

EXPERIMENTAL GROUP 1: IMAGO RELATIONSHIP THERAPY (IRT)  

SESSION 1  

T.op.ic: Gen.er.al Intr.oducti.on and Adm.in.istrati.on of Instru.ment to obta.in 

Pr.et.est Sc.or.es  

The pu.rp.ose of this s.essi.on was to adm.in.ist.er M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on Index 

Sc.ale  

(MDIS) as we.ll as R.el.igi.osity Sc.ale (RS) so as to d.et.erm.ine the pr.esent 

situati.on.al l.ev.el of the p.art.ic.ipants re.g.ard.ing the d.ependent v.ariable (M.arit.al 

Dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als) and the m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es (R.el.igi.osity 

and S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status).  

Act.ivity  

• The r.ese.arch.er w.armly we.lc.om.ed the p.art.ic.ipants in.to the pr.ogr.am.me. 

P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e inf.orm.ed that th.ey w.ill be h.av.ing e.ight (8) s.essi.ons of 1 ho.ur 

each f.or a p.eri.od of e.ight we.eks.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the reas.on f.or the pr.ogr.am.me and the ben.efit(s) 

d.er.iv.able fr.om it.  

• The r.ese.arch.er also exp.la.in.ed the rul.es gu.id.ing the c.onduct of the 

pr.ogr.am.me and what was exp.ect.ed of the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er adm.in.ist.er.ed the p.re-t.est instru.ments to the p.art.ic.ipants.  
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• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven a t.ake-h.om.e ass.ign.ment to ident.ify d.iff.er.ent 

fact.ors that c.ontr.ib.ute to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• At the end of the s.essi.on, p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and 

ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

 

 

SESSION 2  

T.op.ic: The Imago, the Bra.in, and Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand and exp.la.in the mean.ing of Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy  

• Und.erstand the bra.in‘s functi.on in the.ir typ.ic.al frustrati.ons and 

argu.ments, and to emphasize the imp.ortance of s.af.ety in a re.lati.onsh.ip by l.ett.ing 

th.em exp.erience b.oth a n.on-pr.oduct.ive and pr.oduct.ive transacti.ons  

• Know and und.erstand what coupl.es di.al.og.ue is, and how this 

c.ommun.icati.on to.ol can transf.orm the.ir m.arria.ge if th.ey use it in all c.onfl.ict 

situati.ons  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants and 

pr.ov.id.es acc.urate empathy f.or the p.art.ic.ipants on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―the Imago, the Bra.in, and Coupl.es 

Di.al.og.ue‖ thus:  

St.ep 1:   The Imago and the Bra.in  

The w.ord imago is Lat.in f.or ima.ge and r.ef.ers to the idea that, ins.ide o.ur m.inds, 

we h.old imag.es of b.oth the p.osit.ive and n.egat.ive asp.ects of o.ur e.arly ch.ildh.oo.d 
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c.ar.et.ak.ers. This ima.ge is h.eld in the ―unc.ons.cious‖ or that p.art of the bra.in that 

can h.old m.em.ori.es b.ut has no spe.ech. The unc.ons.cious is actu.ally a v.ery old 

p.art of the bra.in, and in s.om.e f.orm is found in all m.amm.als, although we usu.ally 

r.ef.er to an a.ni.m.al, unc.ons.cious as inst.inct. F.or o.ur pu.rp.os.es, the unc.ons.cious 

w.ill be r.ef.err.ed to as the old bra.in.   

i.St.art.ing with the bra.in st.em, the old bra.in extends in.to the cent.re of the bra.in 

and is c.omp.os.ed of two s.eg.ments: the ―r.ept.ilian‖ bra.in and the ―m.amm.alian‖

bra.in. The r.ept.ilian bra.in is wh.er.e c.ontr.ol of o.ur b.od.ily functi.ons, esp.ec.i.ally the 

th.ings we do.n‘t th.ink abo.ut, such as he.art.beat, d.ig.esti.on, and b.reath.ing t.ak.es 

p.lace; o.ur s.urv.iv.al m.echa.nisms ar.e l.ocat.ed h.er.e.  ii.The m.amm.alian p.art of the 

old bra.in is wh.er.e ind.iv.idu.als st.or.e the.ir fe.el.ings, ne.eds f.or re.lati.onsh.ips, and 

the tendency to l.ive in groups.   

iii.This th.ird l.ay.er of bra.in matt.er is the c.er.e.br.al c.ortex. It c.onta.ins spe.ech, 

writ.ing, read.ing, and all l.og.ic.al pr.oc.ess.es.   

 

St.ep 2: The Unc.ons.cious Natu.re   

This unc.ons.cious asp.ect of the bra.in is of s.ign.if.icance to a couple. When a 

couple me.et and f.all in l.ove, th.ey ar.e exp.erienc.ing a sense of s.af.ety. Act.iviti.es 

such as pl.ay.ing, n.urt.ur.ing and sexu.al act.ivity ar.e s.om.e asp.ects of what the old 

bra.in do.es when it is fe.el.ing ―s.afe.‖  

i. The old bra.in appe.ars to be the p.lace wh.er.e tr.aumas, d.epr.iv.ati.ons, 

frustrati.ons, and ch.ildh.oo.d m.em.ori.es ar.e st.or.ed. Also, b.ec.ause it has no sense of 

ti.me (that‘s in the l.og.ic.al bra.in), the old bra.in often cann.ot dist.inguish b.et.ween 

be.ing frustrat.ed in the pr.esent and be.ing frustrat.ed by s.om.e.one fr.om the past.  

ii. One w.ay ind.iv.idu.als react to dang.er is by eith.er c.onstr.ict.ing (f.reez.ing, 

submitt.ing, h.id.ing) or expl.od.ing (f.ight.ing, flee.ing). How this re.lat.es to coupl.es 

is that the c.onstr.ict.or and the expl.od.er alw.ays m.arry each oth.er. It is imp.ortant to 

know that human be.ings ar.e structu.r.ed to w.ork this w.ay.   
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St.ep 3: Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue   

In Imago Th.er.apy, th.er.e is s.om.eth.ing c.all.ed the Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue or Intenti.on.al 

Di.al.og.ue. H.er.e the p.art.ic.ipants w.ill be t.aught how to intenti.on.ally and 

c.ons.ciously listen to the.ir p.artn.ers. This is in c.ontrast to coupl.es who usu.ally 

c.ommun.icate in what is c.all.ed a diatr.ib.e. A diatr.ib.e occ.urs when p.artn.ers try.ing 

to c.ommun.icate ar.e obs.erv.ed to be th.ink.ing of how th.ey w.ill r.esp.ond in ord.er to 

d.efend th.ems.elv.es or the.ir stance. Such acti.on imm.ediat.ely inv.al.idat.es what 

the.ir p.artn.ers sa.id just b.ef.or.e the.ir r.esp.onse and c.reat.es uns.afe c.ommun.icati.on.   

 Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue allows the send.er of a stat.em.ent to fe.el fully he.ard and 

und.ers.to.o.d.   

 Also, Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue allows the r.ece.iv.er of the stat.em.ent to he.ar it 

witho.ut fe.el.ing as if he or she has to ag.ree or b.ec.om.e symbi.ot.ic with the oth.er; it 

allows f.or two re.aliti.es.   

 Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue is a th.ree-p.art pr.oc.ess c.onsist.ing of m.irr.or.ing, 

v.al.idat.ing, and empathiz.ing. Th.ey ar.e exp.la.in.ed thus:   

 

i. M.irr.or.ing  

The f.irst st.ep of the di.al.og.ue pr.oc.ess, m.irr.or.ing, has the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er 

r.epeat.ing back to the send.ing p.artn.er what was sa.id, n.ot what he or she thought 

was sa.id or what he or she want.ed to be sa.id. This p.art of the pr.oc.ess establish.es 

c.ontact and l.ets the send.ing p.artn.er know that he or she was he.ard. It is p.erf.ectly 

appr.opriate f.or the r.ece.iv.er to ask the send.er to r.epeat the stat.em.ent; the idea is 

to g.et the m.essa.ge acr.oss.   

ii. V.al.idat.ing  

Once the r.ece.iv.er has acc.urat.ely m.irr.or.ed the p.artn.er, he or she then v.al.idat.es 

what the p.artn.er sa.id. V.al.idati.on is n.ot the s.am.e as ag.re.em.ent, although 

ag.re.em.ent m.ay occ.ur. Bas.ic.ally, v.al.idati.on impli.es see.ing th.ings through the 

lens of one‘s p.artn.er.  
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 iii.Empathiz.ing  

Empathiz.ing can only occ.ur aft.er v.al.idati.on, and f.or the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er to 

empathize, he or she m.er.e.ly ne.eds to gu.ess what the send.ing p.artn.er m.ay be 

fe.el.ing. Quite often an ind.iv.idu.al is able to h.ave two, th.ree, or m.or.e fe.el.ings at 

the s.am.e ti.me; even c.ontrad.ict.ory fe.el.ings ar.e n.ot.ic.ed.   

A succ.essful di.al.og.ue w.ill show how the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er intenti.on.ally m.irr.ors, 

v.al.idat.es, and empathiz.es with the send.ing p.artn.er unt.il the send.ing p.artn.er fe.els 

fully he.ard.   

 

 

St.ep 4: H.om.ew.ork  

This h.om.ew.ork was d.es.ign.ed to h.elp the p.art.ic.ipants g.et ov.er the awkw.ard 

sta.ge of le.arn.ing the di.al.og.ue pr.oc.ess so th.ey can m.ove f.orw.ard in.to m.or.e 

s.erious issu.es.   

1. P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed to emphasize on the c.ar.ing beh.avio.urs as an 

imp.ortant to.ol in r.ep.lac.ing the n.egat.ive beh.avio.urs exh.ibit.ed tow.ard the.ir 

p.artn.ers pri.or to this int.erventi.on.  

2. Also, it was essenti.al f.or p.art.ic.ipants to p.lace imp.ortance on p.osit.ive 

beh.avio.urs, even if this is tentat.ive at f.irst.   

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e inf.orm.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 3  

T.op.ic: D.ev.el.op.ment, Ch.ildh.oo.d Exp.erienc.es, and Mate S.el.ecti.on 

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• G.et accust.om.ed to the idea that the r.ese.arch.er ch.eck the h.om.ew.ork each 

we.ek  



99 

• Ev.aluate the.ir h.om.ew.ork exp.erience with the h.elp of the r.ese.arch.er so as 

to know if th.ey ar.e he.ar.ing the.ir p.artn.ers fully us.ing the Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue  

• Und.erstand how the.ir e.arly ch.ildh.oo.d aff.ects the.ir cho.ice of wh.om th.ey 

p.ick as a p.artn.er  

• Gath.er m.em.ori.es fr.om the.ir ch.ildh.oo.d to be.g.in the pr.oc.ess of 

c.ons.ciously und.erstand.ing the pu.rp.ose of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―D.ev.el.op.ment, Ch.ildh.oo.d 

exp.erienc.es and  

Mate S.el.ecti.on‖ thus:  

St.ep 1: D.ev.el.op.ment, Ch.ildh.oo.d Exp.erienc.es, and Mate S.el.ecti.on 

Last we.ek we lo.ok.ed at the ev.ol.uti.on.ary pr.oc.ess ev.ident in o.ur own bra.in – we 

discuss.ed the ‗.old bra.in‘ and its functi.ons. We w.ill c.ont.in.ue fr.om th.er.e.   

 At b.irth, you‘.re n.ot y.et d.ev.el.op.ed, b.ut you ar.e wh.ole. This means you 

h.ave ev.eryth.ing you ne.ed to m.ake a ―wh.ole‖ p.ers.on, or, pu.t an.oth.er w.ay, you 

h.ave p.otenti.al. Ho.we.v.er, to fully thr.ive, you ne.ed the r.ight env.ir.on.ment.  

 S.om.e pe.ople ar.e pr.ov.id.ed with l.ov.ing and supp.ort.ive env.ir.on.ments that 

allow th.em full growth, wh.ile many m.or.e grow up in env.ir.on.ments that l.imit and 

c.onstr.ict the.ir d.ev.el.op.ment.   

 

St.ep 2: The Stag.es of D.ev.el.op.ment  

What ar.e ch.ildh.oo.d vuln.erab.iliti.es and ad.aptati.ons?  

The attach.ment sta.ge spans fr.om b.irth to 2 ye.ars of a.ge. D.ur.ing this sta.ge, the 

ch.ild wants only to be attach.ed to a c.ar.et.ak.er and ne.eds the bas.ics of av.a.il.ab.ility 

and w.armth. The ch.ild‘s ma.in obj.ect.ive d.ur.ing this ti.me is to grow and s.urv.ive.   

 When a ch.ild r.ece.iv.es po.or h.old.ing or has a p.ar.ent who is un.av.a.il.able to 

th.em at this a.ge, a d.ev.el.op.ment.al vuln.erab.ility or ―wound‖ occ.urs. As a di.r.ect 

r.esult, one of two th.ings can h.appen: the ch.ild can eith.er b.ec.om.e a cl.ing.er or an 



100 

avo.id.er. An inj.ury at this po.int of d.ev.el.op.ment pr.oduc.es a h.urt that, in t.urn, 

pr.oduc.es a ch.aract.er ad.aptati.on to ke.ep the p.ers.on fr.om fe.el.ing the h.urt.   

 The s.ec.ond sta.ge of d.ev.el.op.ment is that of expl.orati.on (2 to 3 ye.ars). In 

this sta.ge, a ch.ild ne.eds two th.ings: to be able to expl.or.e, and to h.ave s.om.e.one to 

c.om.e back to. Pr.obl.ems arise f.or k.ids who n.ev.er g.et the chance to expl.or.e, or, 

when th.ey do, th.er.e‘s no one around to c.om.e back to.   

 The identity sta.ge (b.et.ween3–4 ye.ars old): This is a fun sta.ge d.ur.ing 

wh.ich k.ids ar.e reach.ing the end of be.ing babi.es and ar.e st.art.ing to f.ind a sense of 

s.elf. At this sta.ge th.ey exp.eri.ment with a v.ari.ety of s.elv.es. What a ch.ild ne.eds at 

this sta.ge is to be m.irr.or.ed. Pow.er and c.omp.etence. Now, if k.ids g.et what th.ey 

ne.ed at the identity sta.ge, th.ey m.ove on at abo.ut a.ge 4 (usu.ally through 6 ye.ars 

of a.ge) to the sta.ge of pow.er and c.omp.etence. At this sta.ge, th.ey‘.re p.oss.ibly 

attend.ing pr.escho.ol and be.g.inn.ing to do th.ings o.uts.ide the h.om.e.  

And that‘s what this sta.ge is all abo.ut: b.ec.om.ing c.omp.etent o.uts.ide of the h.om.e, 

in scho.ol, as we.ll as with oth.er pe.ople. What th.ey ne.ed at this sta.ge is praise, 

aff.irmati.on, and m.irr.or.ing.  

 The sta.ge of c.onc.ern (b.et.ween 6 to 9 ye.ars): D.ur.ing the sta.ge of 

c.onc.ern ch.ild.ren ar.e now pl.ay.ing o.uts.ide of the h.om.e and d.ev.el.op.ing 

friendsh.ips. Th.er.e ar.e th.ree th.ings th.ey ne.ed to mast.er at this sta.ge: th.ey ne.ed to 

f.ind friends; then, th.ey ne.ed to f.ind a b.est friend (and you he.ar k.ids all the ti.me 

s.ay.ing, ―This is my b.est friend!‖); and last c.om.es what we c.all ―Th.ird  

p.arty is a th.reat.‖  

 

St.ep 3:M.in.i.miz.ers and Ma.xi.miz.ers  

Pe.ople tend to m.arry th.ose who h.ave opp.osite ch.aract.er ad.aptati.ons and opp.osite 

w.ays of us.ing en.ergy to expr.ess th.ems.elv.es. Imago Th.er.apy t.erms th.ese 

opp.osite en.ergy ch.aract.erist.ics as m.in.i.miz.er and ma.xi.miz.er. 
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St.ep 4: Gu.id.ed Imag.ery: F.ind.ing Yo.ur Imago  

A gu.id.ed imag.ery is a w.ay to re.lax so that you can acc.ess yo.ur m.em.ori.es m.or.e 

cle.arly. It is n.ot hypn.osis, ho.we.v.er. The m.or.e inf.ormati.on you can gath.er fr.om 

the imag.ery, the b.ett.er the r.esults w.ill be f.or you.   

 i.  Gu.id.ed Imag.ery   

 So be.g.in to re.lax, and go in.to yo.urs.elf. L.et yo.ur c.ons.ciousn.ess be on 

yo.ur b.reath.ing and on the sound of the mus.ic.   

 T.ake a de.ep b.reath ins.ide yo.ur ch.est and di.aphragm, and h.old it to the 

count of fo.ur, and slowly l.et it o.ut to the count of e.ight.    

 Now, in this re.lax.ed state, the w.ord s.afe appe.ars in yo.ur m.ind as a l.ight. 

And the l.ight sh.in.es down up.on you in a w.arm and g.olden glow. You fe.el s.afe.   

 H.old that fe.el.ing of re.laxati.on and s.af.ety; b.ec.om.e aw.ar.e of the 

s.urround.ings: the s.me.lls, textu.r.es, and th.ings of yo.ur ch.ildh.oo.d h.om.e. I want 

you to be.g.in to b.ec.om.e aw.ar.e of yo.ur f.em.ale c.ar.et.ak.er. Be aw.ar.e of h.er 

fe.el.ings and h.er thoughts.   

 L.et yo.urs.elf r.ec.all and c.onstruct adj.ect.iv.es of yo.ur m.oth.er.ing c.ar.et.ak.er.   

 Ask yo.ur f.em.ale c.ar.et.ak.er to sit down with you. Ey.eb.all to ey.eb.all, s.ay 

to h.er,  

―M.om, the th.ing that you do that h.urts me the m.ost is…‖ and t.ell h.er what she 

do.es that h.urts you the m.ost. S.ay to h.er, ―What I want.ed fr.om you and n.ev.er g.ot 

was…‖ and t.ell h.er what you ne.ed.ed.   

  Now r.em.emb.er yo.ur r.ec.urr.ing frustrati.ons with h.er.   

 R.em.emb.er how you f.elt and what you d.id when frustrat.ed: l.eft the house, 

g.ot qui.et, y.ell.ed, t.alk.ed with friends. Now sh.ift with h.er, and t.ell h.er the 

p.osit.iv.es.  

T.ell h.er, ―M.om, yo.ur sh.in.ing m.om.ent with me was…‖ and t.ell h.er what she d.id 

that was w.ond.erful.   

 L.et yo.ur m.oth.er.ing ima.ge fade, and br.ing in.to yo.ur m.ind yo.ur fath.er.ing 

ima.ge. Be aw.ar.e of his fe.el.ings and his thoughts. As a ch.ild, l.et yo.urs.elf 
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r.em.emb.er and exp.erience his fe.el.ings: angry, j.oyful, d.epr.ess.ed, gu.ilty, h.appy, 

and ex.cit.ed.   

 L.et yo.urs.elf r.ec.all and c.onstruct adj.ect.iv.es of yo.ur fath.er.ing c.ar.et.ak.er.   

 Now, ask yo.ur m.ale c.ar.et.ak.er to sit down with you. Ey.eb.all to ey.eb.all, 

s.ay to h.im, ―Dad, the th.ing that you do that h.urts me the m.ost is…‖ and t.ell h.im 

what he do.es that h.urts you the m.ost. S.ay to h.im, ―What I want.ed fr.om you and 

n.ev.er g.ot was…‖ and t.ell h.im what you ne.ed.ed. T.ell h.im abo.ut yo.ur pa.in with 

h.im.   

 Now r.em.emb.er yo.ur frustrat.ing ti.m.es with yo.ur fath.er. R.em.emb.er how 

you f.elt and what you d.id: y.ell.ed, l.eft the house, br.oo.d.ed, and g.ave in. Now sh.ift 

with h.im and t.ell h.im the p.osit.iv.es. T.ell h.im, ―Dad, yo.ur sh.in.ing m.om.ent with 

me was…‖ and t.ell h.im what he d.id that was w.ond.erful. Now I would l.ike you to 

l.et yo.ur fath.er.ing ima.ge fade.   

 Lo.ok around in yo.ur m.ind and see any.one else who m.ay h.ave been 

r.esp.ons.ible f.or yo.ur we.lf.ar.e or touch.ed you in s.ign.if.icant w.ays, b.oth pa.inful 

and c.ar.ing. See th.em and the.ir traits in the s.am.e w.ays as you d.id yo.ur m.ale and 

f.em.ale c.ar.et.ak.ers.   

 L.et the p.lace of ch.ildh.oo.d fade and you f.ind yo.urs.elf on a path with all of 

yo.ur m.em.ori.es. And you c.ont.in.ue on a path to the l.ight b.ey.ond. At the ed.ge 

wh.er.e the l.ight is, you f.ind a veh.icle of yo.ur cho.ice to r.et.urn you to this p.lace 

and ti.me and in this ro.om. At the count of 5 to 1, you w.ill be h.er.e al.ert and 

aw.ake. At the count of 1, you w.ill be ready f.or instructi.ons on what to do with 

yo.ur m.em.ori.es: 5-4-3-2-1! You ar.e h.er.e in this ro.om, al.ert and aw.ake with yo.ur 

m.em.ori.es.   

Han.do.ut and H.om.ew.ork Instructi.ons f.or S.essi.on 3  

1. Coupl.es D.ev.el.op.ment.al Sc.ale  

P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven the Coupl.es D.ev.el.op.ment.al Sc.ale (CDS) pri.or to do.ing 

the d.ev.el.op.ment l.ectu.re. This was to allow th.em to f.ollow al.ong and pr.ov.ide the 

opp.ortu.nity to discuss the sc.ale in the.ir di.al.ogu.es in the next s.essi.on.   
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2. Instructi.ons to the P.art.ic.ipants f.or F.ind.ing Yo.ur Imago and 

Ch.ildh.oo.d Frustrati.ons/ P.osit.ive M.em.ori.es of Ch.ildh.oo.d She.ets  

This han.do.ut c.onsist.ed of th.ree pag.es: ―Instructi.ons to the Couple,‖ a pa.ge 

entitl.ed ―F.ind.ing Yo.ur Imago‖ that is r.ec.og.nizable by the l.ar.ge he.art on it, and a 

pa.ge that s.ays ―Ch.ildh.oo.d Frustrati.ons and P.osit.ive M.em.ori.es of Ch.ildh.oo.d.‖

Th.ese she.ets w.er.e us.ed by the p.art.ic.ipants to orga.nize the.ir m.em.ori.es fr.om the 

gu.id.ed imag.ery. The instructi.on she.et and the inf.ormati.on on each pa.ge w.er.e 

suff.ic.ient in h.elp.ing the p.art.ic.ipants fulf.il this task; ho.we.v.er, the r.ese.arch.er 

re.view.ed it with th.em f.ollow.ing the gu.id.ed imag.ery.   

 

P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed that th.ey ar.e writ.ing down the traits of the.ir e.arly 

ch.ildh.oo.d c.ar.et.ak.ers, n.ot inf.ormati.on on th.ems.elv.es or the.ir p.artn.er. S.om.e 

c.omp.la.in.ed that th.ey h.ave no m.em.ori.es of the.ir ch.ildh.oo.d. Ho.we.v.er, the 

r.ese.arch.er w.ork.ed with the p.art.ic.ipants to h.elp th.em gen.erate a little 

inf.ormati.on.   

 

3. H.om.ew.ork Instructi.ons f.or S.essi.on Two  

Each p.art.ic.ipant r.ece.iv.ed one of th.ese she.ets to ke.ep track of the h.om.ew.ork. The 

emphasis was on f.ill.ing o.ut the f.orms th.oroughly and br.ing.ing th.em back to the 

next s.essi.on.   

The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed to c.ont.in.ue pract.ic.ing the di.al.og.ue pr.oc.ess a 

m.in.i.mum of th.ree ti.m.es a we.ek.   

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e also inf.orm.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next 

s.essi.on  
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SESSION 4  

T.op.ic: D.ev.el.op.ing Empathy and Re.imag.ing the P.artn.ers  

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

 See with the use the Imago f.orm that the.ir cho.ic.es of p.artn.ers w.er.e 

unc.ons.cious and bas.ed on n.egat.ive and p.osit.ive traits of the.ir e.arly ch.ildh.oo.d 

c.ar.et.ak.ers  

 See that th.ey and the.ir p.artn.ers ar.e alli.es rath.er than en.emi.es  

 D.ev.el.op empathy f.or the.ir p.artn.ers Act.ivity  

 The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly  

 The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ments with the p.art.ic.ipants. Thus the 

r.ese.arch.er be.gan the s.essi.on by f.ill.ing o.ut the ―My Imago‖ she.ets f.or each 

p.art.ic.ipant with the inf.ormati.on the p.art.ic.ipants brought back fr.om the.ir 

h.om.ew.ork.  

 

St.ep 1: F.ill.ing O.ut the “My Imago” F.orm: 

The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e gu.id.ed on how to f.ill o.ut the.ir ―My Imago‖ f.orm, wh.ich 

was the foundati.on f.or the d.ay‘s s.essi.on.   

 

St.ep 2: Us.ing the Imago W.or.kup: 

 

 P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e gu.id.ed on how to int.erpr.et the inf.ormati.on on the.ir 

―My Imago‖ f.orm. This was an eye-.open.ing s.essi.on f.or s.om.e of th.em.   

 Abo.ut the L.ectu.re: This s.essi.on had two sh.ort l.ectu.r.es d.es.ign.ed to h.elp 

the p.art.ic.ipants be.g.in to th.ink abo.ut the imp.ortance of empathy in the.ir 

re.lati.onsh.ip.   

 The l.ectu.r.es w.er.e d.es.ign.ed to open up the p.art.ic.ipants to the exp.erience 

of the P.ar.ent–Ch.ild Di.al.og.ue and the H.old.ing Ex.er.cise. The r.ese.arch.er 

exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―D.ev.el.op.ing Empathy and Re.imag.ing the P.artn.ers‖ thus:  
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i. D.ev.el.op.ing Empathy and Re.imag.ing the P.artn.ers  

So, natu.re se.ems to h.ave brought t.og.eth.er two t.ot.ally inc.ompat.ible pe.ople f.or a 

pu.rp.ose. And that pu.rp.ose is to r.ec.reate the scene fr.om o.ur ch.ildh.oo.d, so that we 

can f.in.ally g.et now what we d.id n.ot g.et then and, thus, m.ove on. When we do 

n.ot co.op.erate with Natu.re, it‘s n.ot s.afe. And when it‘s n.ot s.afe, we w.ill f.ight, 

flee, pl.ay dead or f.reeze, h.ide, or submit. It‘s only nat.ur.al.  

ii. The Th.ree Typ.es of L.ove   

One of the pr.obl.ems with o.ur langua.ge is that human be.ings h.ave only one w.ord 

f.or l.ove: L-O-V-E. In an.cient G.re.ece, d.iff.er.ence typ.es of what we to.d.ay c.all 

―l.ove‖ w.er.e r.ec.og.niz.ed viz.: er.os (r.omant.ic l.ove), ph.ilia (friendly or br.oth.erly 

l.ove) and ag.ape (.altruist.ic or un.iv.ers.al l.ove).   

 

iii. Empathy   

Empathy is be.ing able to see th.ings through the oth.er‘s ey.es. It‘s us.ing yo.ur he.art 

to fe.el what an.oth.er is fe.el.ing.   

 

St.ep 3: P.ar.ent–Ch.ild Di.al.og.ue  

This ex.er.cise was d.es.ign.ed to h.elp coupl.es be.g.in the pr.oc.ess of re-.establish.ing 

empathy. It is bas.ed on the idea that natu.re has s.et up coupl.es to be, in a sense, 

―s.urr.ogate p.ar.ents‖ to each oth.er, so that th.ey can f.in.ally g.et what th.ey d.id n.ot 

g.et as ch.ild.ren. In this s.essi.on, the r.ese.arch.er pract.ic.ed the di.al.og.ue with one 

p.art.ic.ipant as an ex.ample, wh.ile the r.est w.er.e enco.urag.ed to do it as h.om.ew.ork.   

 

St.ep 4: The H.old.ing P.ositi.on (R.ole-pl.ay.ed by a Couple b.ef.or.e P.art.ic.ipants) 

This ex.er.cise is meant to intens.ify the pr.oc.ess of re-.establish.ing empathy that 

was in.itiat.ed with the p.ar.ent-ch.ild di.al.og.ue.   

At this po.int, the p.artn.er who is to be the ―p.ar.ent‖ or r.ece.iv.er in the P.ar.ent–

Ch.ild Di.al.og.ue was ask.ed to sit on the flo.or aga.inst eith.er a w.all. The p.artn.er 

was p.ositi.on.ed to sit with the r.ight l.eg stra.ight wh.ile bend.ing the l.eft l.eg up. The 

send.ing p.artn.er sat on the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er‘s r.ight, h.ip-.to-h.ip, and fac.ed the 
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opp.osite w.ay with h.er arms f.old.ed in fr.ont. The send.ing p.artn.er was t.old to f.all 

to h.er r.ight and in.to the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er‘s l.eft arm. The send.ing p.artn.er was 

t.old n.ot to h.old h.ers.elf up b.ut should allow h.ers.elf to be fully supp.ort.ed by the 

r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er (babi.es do n.ot h.old th.ems.elv.es up!). The couple w.er.e t.old to 

be as cl.ose as p.oss.ible, with the.ir fac.es abo.ut 6 inch.es ap.art.  

At the end of the illustrati.on the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e enco.urag.ed to pract.ice it at 

h.om.e b.ef.or.e the next s.essi.on.   

H.om.ew.ork Instructi.ons f.or S.essi.on 4  

The p.art.ic.ipants r.ece.iv.ed the h.om.ew.ork she.et. This she.et g.ave the instructi.ons 

f.or the.ir h.om.ew.ork f.ollow.ing the discussi.on. The r.ese.arch enco.urag.ed the 

p.art.ic.ipants to f.ind s.om.e un.int.errupt.ed ti.me with the.ir p.artn.ers at h.om.e to s.et a 

qui.et m.oo.d in ord.er to pract.ice the ex.er.cis.es le.arnt to.d.ay.   

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e also inf.orm.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next 

s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 5  

T.op.ic: Re-r.omant.ic.iz.ing the Re.lati.onsh.ip  

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand the imp.ortance of em.oti.on.al s.af.ety and und.erstand the po.int 

that pleasu.re inc.reas.es the sense of s.af.ety   

• C.reate a list of c.ar.ing beh.avio.urs and s.urpris.es that when do.ne by one 

p.artn.er w.ill m.ake the oth.er p.artn.er fe.el c.ar.ed f.or and s.afe in the re.lati.onsh.ip  

• Know the imp.ortance of da.ily be.lly la.ughs as a w.ay of inc.reas.ing s.af.ety 

and a sense of we.ll-.be.ing  
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Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er ch.eck.ed h.om.ew.ork g.iven, and ask what th.ey exp.erienc.ed 

aft.er the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―Re-r.omant.ic.iz.ing the Re.lati.onsh.ip‖

thus:  

 

St.ep 1:  Re-r.omant.ic.iz.ing Yo.ur Re.lati.onsh.ip  

In additi.on to what we h.ave le.arnt ov.er the past 3 we.eks, I want you to 

und.erstand that f.or growth and he.al.ing to occ.ur, the m.ost imp.ortant ingr.edient is 

n.ot l.ove, b.ut em.oti.on.al s.af.ety: em.oti.on.al s.af.ety is the so.il in wh.ich the se.ed of 

l.ove grows.   

 

St.ep 2:   C.ar.ing Beh.avio.urs Ex.er.cise 

The C.ar.ing Beh.avio.urs ex.er.cise was br.oken down 

thus:  i.  The C.ar.ing Beh.avio.urs List  

• “Hit My C.ar.e B.ut.to.n”  

In the f.irst p.art of the ex.er.cise, p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed to d.ev.el.op a list of 

beh.avio.urs that each p.artn.er d.id that m.ak.es each of th.em fe.el l.ov.ed and c.ar.ed 

f.or, i.e. beh.avio.urs that hit the.ir c.ar.e b.ut.to.ns.   

• “You D.on‟t Send Me Flow .ers Anym.or.e”  

When coupl.es ar.e in the.ir e.arly r.omant.ic sta.ge, th.ey often do many th.ings that 

m.ake the p.artn.er fe.el sp.ec.i.al, b.ut as re.lati.onsh.ips m.ove in.to pow.er-struggle 

stag.es, th.ese beh.avio.urs ar.e often f.org.otten. The s.ec.ond p.art of the C.ar.ing 

Beh.avio.urs Ex.er.cise was d.es.ign.ed to r.es.urr.ect the beh.avio.urs that once show.ed 

c.ar.ing fe.el.ings.   
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• “Go Ahead M.ake My D.ay”  

The th.ird p.art of the C.ar.ing Beh.avio.urs List g.ave the couple the opp.ortu.nity to 

ask f.or c.ar.ing beh.avio.urs th.ey h.ave n.ot ask.ed f.or b.ec.ause of fe.ar or 

emb.arrass.ment.   

 

St.ep 3:  Little S.urpris.es Ex.er.cise 

The Little S.urpris.es Ex.er.cise was m.or.e of a l.ectu.re to enco.ura.ge the type of 

c.ar.ing beh.avio.urs at h.om.e that fe.el l.ike s.urpris.es. As a matt.er of fact, m.ak.ing 

the c.ommit.ment to s.urprise each oth.er once a m.onth – or even just the 

ant.ic.ipati.on of the s.urprise - can ke.ep coupl.es on a h.appy ed.ge.   i. B.elly L.aughs 

Ex.er.cise 

This ex.er.cise is usu.ally a l.ot of fun. Often when pe.ople c.om.e to th.er.apy, th.ey 

h.ave al.ready quit h.av.ing fun in the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip. The pu.rp.ose of the ex.er.cise 

was to m.ake the p.art.ic.ipants und.erstand the imp.ortance of la.ught.er as a 

m.ed.ic.ine. S.om.e sugg.est.ed ex.er.cis.es h.er.e include:   

 

ii. B.utt.erfly kiss. The couple face each oth.er and g.et cl.ose enough to pu.t 

the.ir ey.es t.og.eth.er so that when th.ey bl.ink, th.ey ar.e t.ickl.ing each oth.er with the.ir 

lash.es.   

 

iii. Suck and blow. H.er.e you ask one p.artn.er to t.ake o.ut a l.icense or a cr.edit 

c.ard. If you suck on the c.ard, it w.ill st.ick to yo.ur mo.uth. The obj.ect of the g.am.e 

is f.or th.em to suck and blow the c.ard back and f.orth b.et.ween each oth.er t.ill th.ey 

ult.imat.ely end up kiss.ing!  iv. ―I can do that” is an.oth.er ex.er.cise coupl.es can 

pract.ice.  At the c.onclusi.on of th.ese th.ree ex.er.cis.es, the r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed and 

g.ave the p.art.ic.ipants a h.om.ew.ork on M.utu.al Re.lati.onsh.ip Visi.on.   

 

St.ep 4:   M.utu.al Re.lati.onsh.ip Visi.on H.om.ew.ork 

The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e to c.om.e up with a M.utu.al Re.lati.onsh.ip Visi.on wh.ich 

c.onta.in.ed a written n.ote of what the.ir ―d.re.am‖ m.arria.ge would lo.ok l.ike.   
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H.om.ew.ork 

The h.om.ew.ork she.et was g.iven to the p.art.ic.ipants at the end of the s.essi.on. It 

instruct.ed th.em to c.ompl.ete the C.ar.ing Beh.avio.urs List, p.erf.orm one of the 

c.ar.ing beh.avio.urs da.ily and to h.ave at least th.ree be.lly la.ughs or p.art.ic.ipate in 

s.om.e h.ighen.ergy fun g.am.e.    

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e inf.orm.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 6  

T.op.ic: R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons  

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand the imp.ortance of s.af.ety in r.estruct.ur.ing frustrati.ons.   

• Know that frustrati.ons ar.e d.esi.r.es stat.ed n.egat.iv.ely.   

• Fully und.erstand that the.ir frustrati.ons with each oth.er c.orr.esp.ond 

di.r.ectly with p.arts of th.ems.elv.es that ar.e ―l.ost,‖ and th.ey w.er.e now be.ing g.iven 

the opp.ortu.nity to r.ec.la.im th.ese l.ost p.arts.   

• Und.erstand the phrase ―Yo.ur p.artn.er has the blu.epr.int f.or yo.ur growth‖

and und.erstand that the send.er‘s list of Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.ests be.ing 

d.ev.el.op.ed is the r.ece.iv.er‘s blu.epr.int.   

• Le.arn that chan.ge is slow and n.ot easy and that g.iv.ing one‘s p .artn.er what 

is ne.ed.ed is he.al.ing to the p.artn.er and, at the s.am.e ti.me, p.art of his or h.er l.ost 

s.elf.   

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly  

• The r.ese.arch.er ch.eck.ed the.ir h.om.ew.ork, and ask.ed what th.ey 

exp.erienc.ed as th.ey d.id the w.ork  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons‖ thus:  
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St.ep 1:  R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons  

Go.ing back to the f.irst s.essi.on, we sa.id that we ar.e try.ing to grow in.to o.ur full.est 

p.otenti.al. O.ur en.ergy, or p.otenti.al, expr.ess.es its.elf in fo.ur w.ays: through o.ur 

th.ink.ing, o.ur acti.ons, o.ur fe.el.ings, and o.ur ―sens.ing.‖  

 

St.ep 2:  Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.est Pr.oc.ess 

This ex.er.cise was d.es.ign.ed to teach the p.art.ic.ipants how to t.ake the.ir frustrati.ons 

and list th.em in a w.ay that the.ir p.artn.er can n.ot only he.ar, b.ut also do s.om.eth.ing 

abo.ut. We be.li.eve that beh.ind ev.ery frustrati.on is a d.esi.re that ne.eds to be 

expr.ess.ed. The ex.er.cise inv.olv.ed t.ak.ing the list of d.esi.r.es and chang.ing it in.to a 

list of sp.ec.if.ic Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.ests.    

 

St.ep 3: St.art.ing the Ex.er.cise  

The f.irst task in this s.essi.on was to m.ake a d.ec.isi.on. Includ.ed in the hand- o.uts 

w.er.e two w.ays to c.onduct the Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.est Ex.er.cise. The 

―R.estruct.ur.ing N.egat.ive Beh.avio.urs‖ and ―R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons‖ f.orms 

w.er.e adm.in.ist.er.ed as re.qui.r.ed.   

 i.  Frustrati.on Ladd.er  

P.art.ic.ipants us.ed the Frustrati.on Ladd.er to rank the.ir frustrati.ons fr.om 1 to 10, 

with 10 be.ing the m.ild.est frustrati.on. The pu.rp.ose of the Frustrati.on Ladd.er was 

to h.elp the couple orga.nize the.ir frustrati.ons in a vis.ibly structu.r.ed mann.er. Th.ey 

d.id n.ot h.ave to show the p.artn.er the.ir list.   

 

St.ep 3:   R.estruct.ur.ing N.egat.ive Beh.avio.urs F.orm  

Aft.er the p.art.ic.ipants had written down the.ir frustrati.ons, eff.orts w.er.e made to 

assist th.em on chang.ing th.ose frustrati.ons to d.esi.r.es. F.or ex.ample, ―I hate when

you ar.e late‖ can be chang.ed to ―I would l.ike you to be on ti.me.‖  
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Aft.er the frustrati.ons had been chang.ed and r.ecast in.to p.osit.ive, meas.urable, and 

doable beh.avio.urs, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven instructi.ons to c.ont.in.ue the.ir lists 

f.or h.om.ew.ork and di.al.og.ue s.ev.er.al re.qu.ests with the.ir p.artn.ers.  i. 

R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons F.orm  

Wh.ile f.orm se.em.ed m.or.e c.ompl.icat.ed, it flow.ed in such a w.ay that it g.ave a 

p.artn.er a de.ep.er und.erstand.ing of the oth.er‘s frustrati.on. It was also v.ery 

c.onve.nient f.or the couple to di.al.og.ue and g.ave m.or.e cho.ic.es of beh.avio.ur 

chang.es f.or the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er.   

 

H.om.ew.ork Instructi.ons f.or S.essi.on F.ive  

H.om.ew.ork she.ets w.er.e g.iven to the p.art.ic.ipants at the end of the s.essi.on al.ong 

with b.lank ―R.estruct.ur.ing N.egat.ive Beh.avio.urs‖ or ―R.estruct.ur.ing Frustrati.ons‖

f.orms.  Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e inf.orm.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 7  

T.op.ic: R.es.olv.ing Ra.ge  

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand the exp.erience of expr.ess.ing ang.er and ra.ge in a s.afe 

c.onta.in.ment pr.oc.ess.   

• Fully und.erstand that h.urt und.erli.es ang.er and that it is imp.ortant to he.ar 

o.ur p.artn.er‘s h.urt.   

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er ch.eck.ed the.ir h.om.ew.ork, and ask.ed what th.ey 

exp.erienc.ed as th.ey d.id the w.ork  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―R.es.olv.ing Ra.ge‖ thus:  
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St.ep 1:  R.es.olv.ing Ra.ge  

Ra.ge and ang.er ar.e extr.em.e em.oti.ons, and when ov.erc.om.e by such em.oti.ons we 

run the risk of h.urt.ing o.urs.elv.es and o.ur p.artn.er. When p.artn.ers m.ake stat.em.ents 

in ang.er, we usu.ally r.esp.ond with a stat.em.ent d.es.ign.ed to t.ake the punch o.ut of 

it. Ho.we.v.er, if we l.et o.urs.elv.es re.ally listen to o.ur p.artn.er‘s stat.em.ent, we m.ay 

f.ind that it has a re.al pu.rp.ose and a re.al mean.ing.   

 

St.ep 2: The C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess 

At this po.int, the r.ese.arch.er l.ed the p.art.ic.ipants through a s.even-st.ep pr.oc.ess.  

The C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess inv.olv.es one p.artn.er listen.ing with empathy to the oth.er 

p.artn.er‘s ang.er no matt.er how loud the ang.er is expr.ess.ed. Thus, the r.ece.iv.ing 

p.artn.er h.olds or b.ec.om.es the c.onta.in.er f.or the send.ing p.artn.er‘s ang.er.   

 

i. It is m.or.e imp.ortant that the couple le.arn the st.eps in this s.essi.on than f.or 

th.em to h.ave a ―g.oo.d argu.ment.‖ Th.ey must le.ave with the idea that, fr.om now 

on, all argu.ments must be do.ne through the C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess or, in oth.er w.ords, 

by appo.int.ment only.   

ii. The coupl.es w.er.e enco.urag.ed to d.ec.ide who was go.ing to be the send.ing 

p.artn.er and who was go.ing to be the r.ece.iv.ing p.artn.er, as we.ll as le.arn how to 

sch.edule appo.int.ments f.or the c.onta.in.er pr.oc.ess.    

iii. The s.ec.ond st.ep of the C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess is f.or the send.er to state in one 

or two sentenc.es what the ang.er is abo.ut and f.or the r.ece.iv.er to m.irr.or this back.   

iv. D.ur.ing the fo.urth st.ep of the ex.er.cise, s.ev.er.al th.ings can h.appen. The 

send.er m.ay b.re.ak in.to te.ars, i.e. h.ave an ―.impl.osi.on‖, and should be brought in.to 

the h.old.ing p.ositi.on th.ey w.er.e t.aught s.ev.er.al s.essi.ons ago.   

v. The sixth st.ep is a Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.est made by the send.ing 

p.artn.er that is re.lat.ed to b.oth the tr.igg.er and the wound. The send.ing p.artn.er w.ill 

m.ake th.ree Beh.avio.ur Chan.ge R.equ.ests, wh.ich the r.ece.iv.er w.ill then m.irr.or. 

The send.er w.ill lat.er write th.ose re.qu.ests on the C.onta.in.er R.ec.ord.   
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vi. The s.eventh st.ep is essenti.al. The couple just went through a v.ery 

em.oti.on.al ex.er.cise, and b.ec.ause of this, th.ey m.ay se.em ti.r.ed and dra.in.ed. So, 

the s.eventh st.ep is f.or th.em to exp.erience a susta.in.ed be.lly la.ugh or s.om.e h.igh 

en.ergy fun.   

St.ep 3:  V.ariati.ons of C.onta.in.ers  

The enti.re C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess lasts b.et.ween 30 to 45 m.in.ut.es, ut.iliz.es s.even 

st.eps, and is us.ed by coupl.es to de.al with intense ang.er. Th.er.e ar.e two v.ariati.ons 

that w.ill assist coupl.es in m.ak.ing the expr.essi.on of ang.er s.afe and pr.oduct.ive in 

the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip.  i. The C.onta.in.er Transacti.on  

Th.er.e ar.e ti.m.es in any g.iven we.ek when frustrat.ing events pr.oduce m.ild ang.er 

b.et.ween p.artn.ers. This p.eri.od of m.ild ang.er m.ay n.ot h.ave any c.onn.ecti.on to 

ch.ildh.oo.d, b.ut m.ay ne.ed a s.afe f.orum f.or expr.essi.on. F.or frustrat.ing events that 

ne.ed m.or.e than Coupl.es Di.al.og.ue, b.ut l.ess than the C.onta.in.er Pr.oc.ess, we 

r.ec.om.mend the C.onta.in.er Transacti.on.   

 ii.  C.onta.in.er D.ays  

Pe.ople le.arn through r.ep.etiti.on, exp.erience, and pract.ice. C.onta.in.ers ar.e n.ot easy 

or nat.ur.al f.or coupl.es to do, so in an eff.ort to anch.or the sk.ills, you m.ay want to 

r.ec.om.mend C.onta.in.er D.ays. C.onta.in.er D.ays inv.olv.es the couple alt.ernat.ing 

b.et.ween be.ing the c.onta.in.er, i.e. the r.ece.iv.er on m.utu.ally ag.re.ed d.ays.   

 

St.ep 4: Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:   

The r.ese.arch.er c.reat.ed ro.om f.or the p.art.ic.ipants to expr.ess th.ems.elv.es through 

the.ir qu.esti.ons and g.ave th.em an ass.ign.ment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



114 

 SESSION 8  

T.op.ic: Ov.er.all re.view, P.ost-Exp.eri.ment T.est Adm.in.istrati.on and 

C.onclusi.onObj.ect.iv.es: By the end of the s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Summ.arize the.ir exp.erience bas.ed on what th.ey h.ave ben.efit.ed fr.om the 

v.arious sk.ills th.ey h.ave le.arnt s.ince the c.om.menc.em.ent of the pr.ogr.am.me.  

• R.esp.ond to the p.ost-t.est instru.ments. Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e w.armly we.lc.om.ed and the h.om.ew.ork was 

re.view.ed t.og.eth.er with the r.ese.arch.er.  

• Th.er.e was an int.eract.ive s.essi.on b.et.ween the r.ese.arch.er and the 

p.art.ic.ipants to asc.erta.in the eff.ect of the th.er.ap.eu.t.ic pr.ogr.am.me. Act.iviti.es of 

the p.re.vious s.essi.ons w.er.e r.ole-pl.ay.ed to be su.re the p.art.ic.ipants had atta.in.ed 

p.osit.ive exp.erienc.es via the int.erventi.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven the p.ost-t.est instru.ments. The r.ese.arch.er 

thank.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co-.op.erati.on wh.ile a t.oken g.ift was g.iven to 

each one of th.em in appr.ec.iati.on of the.ir p.art.ic.ipati.on in the pr.ogr.am.me.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir un.re.lent.ing 

co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e enco.urag.ed to ut.ilize eff.ect.iv.ely the sk.ills th.ey had 

acqui.r.ed via the int.erventi.on pr.ogr.am.me 

 

 

EXPERIMENTAL GROUP 2 

TOPIC:  INTEGRATIVE BEHAVIOURAL COUPLE THERAPY (IBCT) 

SESSION 1: P.re-t.est adm.in.istrati.on  

T.op.ic: P.re-t.est adm.in.istrati.on and Intr.oducti.on 

Obj.ect.iv.es: At the end of the s.essi.on, the r.ese.arch.er was able to; 

• I.nitiate and establish a r.app.ort with the p.art.ic.ipants, and we.lc.om.ed the 

p.art.ic.ipants in.to the pr.ogr.am.me. P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e inf.orm.ed that th.ey would be 

h.av.ing e.ight  
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(8) s.essi.ons of one ho.ur each f.or a p.eri.od of e.ight we.eks.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the reas.on f.or the pr.ogr.am.me and the ben.efit 

d.er.iv.able at the end of the pr.ogr.am.me.  

• The r.ese.arch.er also exp.la.in.ed the rul.es gu.id.ing the c.onduct of the 

pr.ogr.am.me and what was exp.ect.ed of the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er adm.in.ist.er.ed the p.re-t.est instru.ments to the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven a t.ake-h.om.e ass.ign.ment to ident.ify d.iff.er.ent 

fact.ors that c.ontr.ib.ute to M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

 

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e also r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next 

s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 2  

T.op.ic: P.ick.ing an Iss.ue to F.ocus On  

Obj.ect.iv.es: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• H.ave a b.ig p.ictu.re of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip  

• D.escr.ib.e cle.arly how th.ey fe.el abo.ut the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip  

• Ch.oo.se the c.or.e iss.ue to f.ocus on in this pr.ogr.am  

 

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants and 

pr.ov.id.es acc.urate empathy f.or the p.art.ic.ipants on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―P.ick.ing An Iss.ue To F.ocus On‖

thus:  
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St.ep 1: P.ick.ing an Iss.ue to F.ocus On  

i. Re.lati.onsh.ip St.rengths and D.iff.iculti.es: In this act.ivity, you w.ill answ.er 

s.om.e qu.esti.ons to h.elp you d.ev.el.op a sn.apsh.ot of yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. ii. A 

Sn.apsh.ot of My Re.lati.onsh.ip: It is often h.elpful to st.ep back and g.et a ―b.ig 

p.ictu.re‖ sense of o.ur re.lati.onsh.ips. Und.erstand.ing how we ar.e fe.el.ing abo.ut o.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip, and how that c.omp.ar.es to oth.er coupl.es, can h.elp us ch.oo.se the b.est 

th.ing to f.ocus on in this pr.ogr.am. To g.ive you that b.ig p.ictu.re we ar.e go.ing to 

ask you a t.ot.al of 12 qu.esti.ons abo.ut how you fe.el abo.ut yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. 

 

iii. Re.lati.onsh.ip Satis.facti.on  

H.er.e, p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed qu.esti.ons answ.ers to wh.ich re.ve.al.ed the natu.re of, 

as we.ll as the.ir l.ev.el of satis.facti.on with r.esp.ect to the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip with the.ir 

p.artn.er.  iii.A N.egat.ive or a Lack of P.osit.ive re.lati.onsh.ip:  

When we th.ink of re.lati.onsh.ip ―pr.obl.ems, we often f.ocus on the pr.esence of 

n.egat.ive asp.ects of o.ur re.lati.onsh.ip, f.or ex.ampl.es, crit.ic.ism or f.ights abo.ut 

m.on.ey or ch.ild.ren. Ho.we.v.er, th.er.e is an.oth.er imp.ortant so.urce of p.otenti.al 

pr.obl.ems, the lack of p.osit.ive, enj.oyable th.ings in a re.lati.onsh.ip.  

iv. Re.lati.onsh.ip N.egat.iv.es  

• B.ott.om L.ine: Yo.ur sc.or.es sugg.est that you h.ave many n.egat.iv.es (e.g. 

c.onfl.ict, crit.ic.isms) in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

• What this means: Wh.ile this m.ay be ups.ett.ing to he.ar, unl.ike many 

coupl.es who ar.e exp.erienc.ing this many n.egat.iv.es, you h.ave t.aken the imp.ortant 

f.irst st.ep of se.ek.ing h.elp f.or yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

v. Re.lati.onsh.ip P.osit.iv.es  

• B.ott.om L.ine: Yo.ur sc.or.es sugg.est that you h.ave few p.osit.iv.es (e.g. 

em.oti.on.al and/.or sexu.al int.imacy) in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

• What this means: Although it‘s ups.ett.ing, it do.esn‘t mean yo.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip w.ill alw.ays be this w.ay. B.ec.ause a lack of p.osit.iv.es se.ems to be a 

ma.in pr.obl.em in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip, s.el.ect.ing a ―c.or.e iss.ue‖ that f.ocus.es on 



117 

st.rengthen.ing p.osit.iv.es m.ay be a g.oo.d fit f.or yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip and can h.elp you 

r.em.emb.er what brought you t.og.eth.er in the f.irst p.lace.  

Aft.er re.view.ing yo.ur fe.edback, you pr.obably h.ave a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of 

wh.er.e th.ings stand in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

 

vi. Now Isn‟t the B.est Ti.me to Discuss With Yo.ur P.artn.er  

Please do n.ot t.alk abo.ut fe.edback with yo.ur p.artn.er y.et. T.alk.ing abo.ut any 

pr.obl.ems now can c.reate m.or.e pr.obl.ems or even st.art a f.ight. In the f.ollow.ing 

s.essi.ons, you w.ill ga.in b.ett.er and m.or.e d.eta.il.ed und.erstand.ing of yo.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip.  

St.ep 2:  What M.ak.es a G.oo.d C.or.e Issu.es?  

In this act.ivity, you w.ill ch.oo.se what we c.all yo.ur ―c.or.e issu.es‖. B.ec.ause you 

w.ill f.ocus on this c.or.e issu.es f.or the r.est of this th.er.apy, it‘s re.ally imp.ortant that 

you p.ick a g.oo.d one.   

✓ Now that you‘ve had a chance to see how yo .ur re.lati.onsh.ip is do.ing in 

gen.er.al, you‘.re ready to f.ocus on sp.ec.if.ic pr.obl.ems you‘.re exp.erienc.ing. In this 

act.ivity, you w.ill ch.oo.se what we c.all yo.ur ―c.or.e iss.ue‖‖. You‘ll f.ocus on this 

c.or.e iss.ue f.or the r.est of the OUR re.lati.onsh.ip pr.ogr.am. OUR stands f.or 

OBSERVE, UNDERSTAND, RESPOND. Th.ese ar.e the th.ree phas.es this 

th.er.ap.eu.t.ic pr.ogr.am w.ill und.ergo. This s.essi.on and the th.ird s.essi.on next we.ek 

ar.e p.art of the Obs.erve Phase. So, what is a c.or.e iss.ue? Th.er.e ar.e f.ive k.ey ideas 

that m.ake a c.or.e iss.ue w.ork we.ll with this pr.ogr.am.   

• F.irst, it must be s.om.eth.ing that can be chang.ed by you or yo.ur p.artn.er.   

• S.ec.ond, yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue should be s.om.eth.ing that YOU want to chan.ge - 

s.om.eth.ing that would m.ake you h.appy in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. It‘s n.ot what you 

th.ink yo.ur p.artn.er wants.  

• Th.ird, it‘s imp.ortant that you p.ick just one c.or.e iss.ue that you want to 

w.ork on.  

• Fo.urth, m.ake su.re yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue la.be.ls the pr.obl.em in a n.on-bl.am.ing 

w.ay. If yo.ur p.artn.er fe.els attack.ed, he or she isn‘t go.ing to want to w.ork with 
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you on it. Also, this is n.ot the ti.me to t.alk abo.ut why the pr.obl.em h.appens just 

d.escr.ib.e it f.or now.  

• F.in.ally, pr.obably the m.ost imp.ortant th.ing abo.ut a g.oo.d c.ar.e iss.ue is that 

it‘s sp.ec.if.ic. The m.or.e sp.ec.if.ic you ar.e, the m.or.e h.elpful this pr.ogr.am is go.ing 

to be.  

 An.oth.er c.omm.on iss.ue that is often n.ot sp.ec.if.ic enough is 

C.ommun.icati.on. S.om.eti.m.es c.ommun.icati.on d.iff.iculti.es ar.e l.ess abo.ut a c.erta.in 

t.op.ic, and m.or.e abo.ut typ.es of c.onv.ersati.ons.  

 P.ick.ing Yo.ur C.or.e Iss.ue  

In the next s.ecti.on, we ar.e go.ing to ask you to p.ick the broad cat.eg.ory yo.ur c.or.e 

issu.es f.all in.to. We w.ill now exp.la.in each cat.eg.ory b.ef.or.e you m.ake yo.ur p.ick.  

C.ommun.icati.on  

• We do n.ot t.alk abo.ut (sp.ec.if.ic iss.ue)  

• Lack of c.ommun.icati.on in gen.er.al  

• We do n.ot m.ake b.ig d.ec.isi.ons t.og.eth.er  

• T.alk.ing abo.ut (iss.ue) usu.ally st.arts a f.ight, etc.  

Ang.er/Vi.olence  

• You s.we.ar at me or c.all me n.am.es  

• I s.we.ar at you or c.all yo.ur n.am.es  

• We s.we.ar and c.all each oth.er n.am.es  

• You hit me, push, or throw th.ings at each oth.er, etc.  

Em.oti.on.al Int.imacy/Lack of L.ove  

• We fe.el l.ike ro.ommat.es/p.ar.ents b.ut n.ot a couple  

• We do n.ot spend enough ti.me t.og.eth.er  

• We do n.ot fe.el supp.ort.ed by each oth.er   

• We do n.ot/cann.ot c.om.e to each oth.er when str.ess.ed, etc.  

 

Phys.ic.al Int.imacy/Sex  

• We do n.ot h.ave enough sex  

• We h.ave to.o much sex
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• T.alk.ing abo.ut sex is unc.omf.ortable  

• Sex is unc.omf.ortable/awkw.ard/n.ot pleas.urable, etc.  

Trust/Inf.id.elity/Af.fa.irs  

• R.ebu.ild.ing trust f.ollow.ing an af.fa.ir   

• W.orry.ing that that the oth.er is cheat.ing  

• W.orry.ing that the oth.er is ly.ing  

• Fl.irt.ing to.o much with oth.er pe.ople, etc.  

Ti.me T.og.eth.er  

• We do n.ot spend enough ti.me t.og.eth.er  

• Spend.ing m.or.e ti.me with f.am.ily/friends  

• Spend.ing l.ess ti.me with f.am.ily/friends  

• Do.ing d.iff.er.ent th.ings when we‘.re t.og.eth.er  

M.on.ey/Ch.or.es/P.ar.ent.ing/In Laws  

• Cann.ot ag.ree on a budg.et t.og.eth.er  

• Cann.ot ag.ree on j.obs/scho.ols f.or o.ur f.am.ily •We do n.ot m.ake d.ec.isi.ons 

abo.ut m.on.ey t.og.eth.er  

• Sh.ar.ing househ.old r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es (ch.or.es), etc.  

P.ers.on.ality/habits/B.eli.efs  

• Be.ing c.ons.id.erate of each oth.er‘s ti.me  

• Drug/.alcoh.ol use  

• My/Yo.ur d.epr.essi.on or an.xi.ety  

• We disag.ree abo.ut re.l.igious issu.es  

Oth.er/S.om.eth.ing N.ot List.ed  

If n.one of the cat.eg.ori.es ar.e a g.oo.d fit f.or yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue, please p.ick one that 

is:  

1. Und.er you or yo.ur p.artn.er‘s c.ontr.ol  

2. S.om.eth.ing YOU want to chan.ge  

3. F.ocus.ed on ONE c.or.e iss.ue  

4. D.escr.ipt.ive rath.er than bl.am.ing  

5. Sp.ec.if.ic   
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St.ep 3:  P.ick.ing Yo.ur C.or.e Issu.es  

Now you h.ave a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of the broad cat.eg.ori.es. S.el.ect the broad 

cat.eg.ory that yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue f.alls und.er. i. D.escr.ib.e Yo.ur C.or.e Issu.es  

Bas.ed on the broad cat.eg.ori.es you s.el.ect.ed ab.ove, h.er.e ar.e s.om.e g.oo.d c.or.e 

issu.es la.be.ls that m.ight fit the pr.obl.em you‘.re h.av.ing. Fe.el f.ree to c.opy the la.be.l 

di.r.ectly or edit it to b.est fit yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip  

Coupl.es who struggle with Em.oti.on.al Int.imacy/Lack of L.ove m.ight la.be.l it 

as:  

• We fe.el l.ike ro.ommat.es/p.ar.ents b.ut n.ot a couple  

• We do n.ot spend enough ti.me t.og.eth.er  

• We do n.ot fe.el supp.ort.ed by each oth.er  

• We do n.ot/cann.ot c.om.e to each oth.er when str.ess.ed, etc.  

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il).  

 

Coupl.es who struggle with Phys.ic.al Int.imacy/Sex m.ight la.be.l it as; 

• We do n.ot h.ave enough sex  

• We h.ave to.o much sex  

• T.alk.ing abo.ut sex is unc.omf.ortable  

• Sex is unc.omf.ortable/awkw.ard/n.ot pleas.urable, etc.   

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able 

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.ils.  

 

Coupl.es who struggle with C.ommun.icati.on m.ight la.be.l it as:  

• We do n.ot t.alk abo.ut (sp.ec.if.ic issu.es)  

• Lack of c.ommun.icati.on in gen.er.al  

• We do n.ot m.ake b.ig d.ec.isi.ons t.og.eth.er  
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• T.alk.ing abo.ut (sp.ec.if.ic issu.es) usu.ally st.art a f.ight, etc. Write a bri.ef 

la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you w.ill be able to 

d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il).  

 

Coupl.es who struggle with Ang.er/Vi.olence m.ight la.be.l it as:  

• You s.we.ar at me or c.all me n.am.es  

• I s.we.ar at you or c.all you n.am.es  

• We s.we.ar and c.all each oth.er n.am.es  

• You hit me, push me, or throw th.ings at me, etc.  

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low, (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  

 

 

Coupl.es who struggle with Trust/Inf.id.elity/Af.fa.irs m.ight la.be.l it as:  

• R.ebu.ild.ing trust f.ollow.ing an af.fa.ir  

• W.orry.ing that the oth.er is cheat.ing  

• W.orry.ing that the oth.er is ly.ing  

• Fl.irt.ing to.o much with oth.er pe.ople, etc.  

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  

 

Coupl.es who struggle with Ti.me T.og.eth.er m.ight la.be.l it as:  

• We do n.ot spend enough ti.me t.og.eth.er  

• Spend.ing m.or.e ti.me with f.am.ily/friends  

• Spend.ing l.ess ti.me with f.am.ily/friends  

• Do.ing d.iff.er.ent th.ings when we‘.re t.og.eth.er  

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  
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Couples who struggle with Money/Chors/ Parenting/In-Law might label it as: 

• Cann.ot ag.ree on a budg.et t.og.eth.er  

• Cann.ot ag.ree on j.obs/scho.ols f.or o.ur f.am.ily •We do n.ot m.ake d.ec.isi.ons 

abo.ut m.on.ey t.og.eth.er  

• Sh.ar.ing househ.old r.esp.ons.ib.iliti.es (ch.or.es), etc.  

Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  

 

Coupl.es who struggle with P.ers.on.ality/Habits/B.eli.efs m.ight la.be.l it as:  

• Be.ing c.ons.id.erate of each oth.er‘s ti.me  

• Drug/.alcoh.ol use  

• My/Yo.ur d.epr.essi.on or an.xi.ety  

• We disag.ree abo.ut re.l.igious issu.es  

 Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll be able

to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  

 

 

If n.one of the cat.eg.ori.es ar.e a g.oo.d fit f.or yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue, p.ick one that is:  

• Und.er you or yo.ur p.artn.er‘s c.ontr.ol  

• S.om.eth.ing YOU want to chan.ge  

• F.ocus.ed on ONE c.or.e iss.ue  

• D.escr.ipt.ive rath.er than bl.am.ing  

• Sp.ec.if.ic  

• Write a bri.ef la.be.l f.or yo.ur c.or.e issu.es be.low. (In the next s.ecti.on, you‘ll

be able to d.escr.ib.e it in m.or.e d.eta.il.)  
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St.ep 4:   Expand.ing on Yo.ur C.or.e Iss.ue  

Now, d.escr.ib.e in a few sentenc.es the c.or.e iss.ue you p.ick.ed  

 

 

Size of Pr.obl.em  

H.er.e, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed to d.escr.ib.e the size of the b.igg.est pr.obl.em 

(c.or.e iss.ue) in the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip. 

 

i. Handl.ing C.or.e Issu.es  

H.er.e p.art.ic.ipants‘ op.in.i.on of the.ir ab.ility (.or lack of) to, jo.intly with the.ir 

p.artn.er, succ.essfully handle c.onfl.icts that c.om.e up around the b.igg.est pr.obl.em 

(c.or.e iss.ue).in the.ir re.lati.onsh.ip was sought. 

 

ii. Why Impr.ov.ing My C.or.e Issu.es is Imp.ortant  

 

F.in.ally, t.ake a m.om.ent to write abo.ut why impr.ov.ing this c.or.e iss.ue is imp.ortant 

to you. What pr.obl.ems would you no l.ong.er h.ave to de.al with?  

 

 

Close Remarks 

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  
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SESSION 3  

T.op.ic: Th.ree S.id.es to Ev.ery St.ory  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Le.arn abo.ut c.omm.on tr.aps coupl.es f.all in.to when de.al.ing with 

re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems.  

• D.ev.el.op a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of th.ems.elv.es, the.ir p.artn.ers and the.ir 

re.lati.onsh.ips.  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e w.armly we.lc.om.ed.  

• The r.ese.arch.er also re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er then exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―Th.ree S.id.es to Ev.ery St.ory‖.

thus:  

St.ep 1: Th.ree S.id.es to Ev.ery St.ory 

i.  Esc.ap.ing the Bl.am.e Tr.ap  

When you h.ave pr.obl.ems, it is c.omm.on to bl.am.e s.om.e.one else f.irst. This is 

often tr.ue in re.lati.onsh.ips as we.ll.   

• Who is to Bl.am.e?: When we ar.e spend.ing m.or.e ti.me f.ig.ur.ing o.ut who‘s

to bl.am.e f.or o.ur re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems than we‘.re spend.ing try.ing to fix th.ose 

pr.obl.ems, we h.ave f.allen in.to the bl.am.e tr.ap.   

St.ep 2:  Chang.ing How You View Th.ings  

We all m.ake up st.ori.es abo.ut o.ur p.artn.ers and o.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. S.om.eti.m.es th.ese 

st.ori.es ar.e a pr.etty cle.ar p.ictu.re of the tr.uth and can h.elp us f.igu.re o.ut what to 

do.  

S.om.eti.m.es, ho.we.v.er, th.ey can g.et us in.to 

trouble. i.  Do You Do Any of Th.ese?  

L.et‘s t.ake a cl.os.er lo.ok at how pe.ople exp.la.in re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems. Pe.ople 

usu.ally exp.la.in th.em in one of th.ree w.ays:  

• It‟s yo.ur enti.re F.ault: When we h.ave pr.obl.ems, usu.ally the f.irst th.ing 

we do is try to f.igu.re o.ut who c.aus.ed it. 
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• You h.ave g.ot a Pr.obl.em: Oth.er ti.m.es, we see o.ur p.artn.ers as h.av.ing 

s.om.e k.ind of psych.ol.og.ic.al pr.obl.em.  

• You ar.e a Sc.rew Up: Or, m.ay.be we d.ec.ide that o.ur p.artn.ers ar.e just 

unable to be g.oo.d p.artn.ers or even g.oo.d pe.ople. Thus, we try to push o.ur 

p.artn.ers to be b.ett.er. 

 

 

 ii.  If N.ot This, Then What?  

In ord.er to achi.eve the th.ird s.ide of the st.ory, i.e. acc.urate und.erstand.ing of yo.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip and yo.ur p.artn.er, we sugg.est that you d.ev.el.op a DEEP 

und.erstand.ing of yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. The next s.essi.on w.ill go a l.ong in h.elp.ing 

you to re.alize that cru.ci.al th.ird s.ide of the st.ory.  

St.ep 3:  My S.ide of the St.ory  

In this act.ivity, you w.ill answ.er s.om.e qu.esti.ons to h.elp you d.ev.el.op a b.ett.er 

und.erstand.ing of yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip. Please p.ay attenti.on to the instructi.on f.or 

each qu.esti.on.  

a. P.ers.on.ality  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to allow p.art.ic.ipants d.escr.ib.e th.ems.elv.es in 

t.erms of the.ir p.ers.on.ality.   

b. Em.oti.ons  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge the ease with wh.ich p.art.ic.ipants 

w.er.e able to d.escr.ib.e and sh.ar.e the.ir fe.el.ings in gen.er.al, NOT only around yo.ur 

p.artn.er al.one.  

c. Cl.osen.ess  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge p.art.ic.ipants‘ tenden.ci.es as it re.lat.es 

to cl.osen.ess with r.omant.ic p.artn.ers in gen.er.al, NOT just with the.ir c.ur.rent 

p.artn.er al.one.   
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d.  P.erce.iv.ed Str.ess  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge how p.art.ic.ipants p.erce.iv.ed p.oss.ible 

str.ess.ors in the.ir l.iv.es with.in the past m.onth.  

e. Knowl.ed.ge  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge p.art.ic.ipants‘ knowl.ed.ge of the 

c.aus.es of c.onfl.ict in the.ir m.arria.ge and how th.ey f.elt th.ey could b.ett.er mana.ge 

th.ose fact.ors.   

 

f. C.onfl.ict  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to pe.ek in.to the natu.re of c.onfl.icts that 

e.xist.ed b.et.ween the p.art.ic.ipant and the.ir p.artn.er with.in the past m.onth. 

St.ep 4:     My P.artn.er‟s S.ide of the St.ory  

In this act.ivity, you w.ill answ.er s.om.e qu.esti.ons abo.ut yo.ur p.artn.er. Yo.ur 

answ.ers w.ill h.elp you g.et a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ips lat.er in the 

pr.ogr.am. If you do n.ot know how yo.ur p.artn.er would answ.er the qu.esti.on, please 

t.ake yo.ur b.est gu.ess. 

a. P.ers.on.ality  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed wh.ich ask.ed p.art.ic.ipants to d.escr.ib.e 

el.em.ents of the.ir p.artn.er‘s p.ers.on.ality.  

b. P.erce.iv.ed Str.ess  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge how p.art.ic.ipants p.erce.iv.ed p.oss.ible 

str.ess.ors in the l.iv.es of the.ir p.artn.er with.in the past m.onth. 

c. Cl.osen.ess  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge how p.art.ic.ipants p.erce.iv.ed the.ir 

cl.osen.ess with the.ir p.artn.er. 

d. Em.oti.ons  

H.er.e a qu.esti.onnai.re was d.es.ign.ed to g.au.ge how p.art.ic.ipants p.erce.iv.ed the.ir 

em.oti.on.al b.ond with the.ir p.artn.er.   

All the c.ompl.et.ed qu.esti.onnai.r.es w.er.e r.etri.ev.ed fr.om the p.art.ic.ipants, sc.or.ed 

and the r.esults int.erpr.et.ed to the p.art.ic.ipant in the co.urse of the subs.eq.uent 
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s.essi.ons. The r.esults h.elp.ed th.em d.ev.el.op a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of th.ems.elv.es, 

the.ir p.artn.ers and the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 4  

T.op.ic: My DEEP Und.erstand.ing: D.iff.er.enc.es  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand how nat.ur.al d.iff.er.enc.es (.or s.im.il.ariti.es) in p.ers.on.ality and 

oth.er ar.eas can c.ause re.lati.onsh.ip pr.obl.ems – or m.ake th.ose pr.obl.ems w.orse.  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―My De.ep Und.erstand.ing: D.iff.er.enc.es‖

thus: 

St.ep 1:    D.iff.er.enc.es  

i. Nat.ur.al D.iff.er.enc.es and S.im.il.ariti.es   

We ar.e all d.iff.er.ent. So, of co.urse th.er.e w.ill be nat.ur.al d.iff.er.enc.es b.et.ween you 

and yo.ur p.artn.er. Th.ese d.iff.er.enc.es m.ay c.reate pr.obl.ems at ti.m.es, b.ut th.ey can 

also be a so.urce of enj.oy.ment. Th.ey m.ay h.ave even been one of the th.ings that 

f.irst attract.ed you to yo.ur p.artn.er. In the s.am.e w.ay, s.im.il.ariti.es with yo.ur 

p.artn.er m.ay be n.ice b.ut th.ey also m.ight dra.in a re.lati.onsh.ip of n.ov.elty and 

ex.cit.em.ent. In this s.essi.on, you‘.re go.ing to h.ave a chance to lo.ok at c.omm.on 

d.iff.er.enc.es and s.im.il.ariti.es and how th.ey aff.ect yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

 a.  K.im‟s and M.ike‟s P.ers.on.aliti.es  

H.er.e we w.ill be c.ons.id.er.ing a couple, s.ay K.im and M.ike. Th.ey h.ave been l.iv.ing 

t.og.eth.er f.or 10 ye.ars and h.ave two young k.ids. L.ike many coupl.es, K.im and 

M.ike h.ave had the.ir ups and downs. K.im and M.ike ar.e s.im.il.ar in s.om.e w.ays,
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b.ut v.ery d.iff.er.ent in oth.ers. H.er.e we sh.all c.ons.id.er the.ir sc.or.es in the.ir f.ive k.ey 

p.ers.on.ality traits. Know.ing the.ir sc.or.es w.ill h.elp us und.erstand s.om.e of the 

argu.ments we‘ll see lat.er in this s.essi.on. In additi.on to p.ers.on.ality, two oth.er 

traits h.ave been found to be v.ery imp.ortant to re.lati.onsh.ips-.em.oti.on.al 

expr.ess.iven.ess and c.omf.ort with cl.osen.ess.  

 

• Em.oti.on.al React.ivity: K.im and M.ike ar.e pr.etty d.iff.er.ent on this trait. 

K.im sc.or.es h.igh on this trait, mean.ing she tends to react str.ongly to str.essful 

situati.ons, b.ec.om.ing an.xious or unh.appy m.or.e often. M.ike is low, mean.ing he 

tends to st.ay c.alm.er and in c.ontr.ol even when und.er str.ess. 

• Extr.av.ersi.on: K.im and M.ike b.oth sc.or.ed h.igh on this tra.il, mean.ing 

th.ey b.oth l.ike to be around oth.er pe.ople. Th.ose who sc.or.e low on this trait ne.ed 

to spend m.or.e ti.me al.one to r.ech.ar.ge. 

• N.ov.elty Se.ek.ing: K.im and M.ike ar.e b.oth pr.etty low on this trait, 

mean.ing th.ey tend to pr.ef.er f.ollow.ing f.am.ili.ar ro.ut.in.es or patt.erns. If th.ey had 

been h.igh on this trait th.ey would enj.oy lo.ok.ing f.or new exp.erienc.es and enj.oy 

chan.ge. 

• Ag.reeablen.ess: K.im and M.ike ar.e b.oth pr.etty h.igh on this trait, mean.ing 

th.ey tend to g.et al.ong we.ll with oth.er pe.ople. If th.ey had been low on this trait, 

th.ey would tend to c.ompl.ete or arg.ue m.or.e with oth.ers. 

• Orga.nizati.on: K.im is h.igh on this trait, and also tends to be v.ery 

orga.niz.ed and st.ick to a sch.edule. M.ike is low on this trait, and he is m.or.e 

re.lax.ed and l.ess f.ocus.ed on go.als. 

• Em.oti.on.al Expr.ess.iven.ess: Em.oti.on.al expr.ess.iven.ess is how easy it is 

f.or you to r.ec.og.nize and d.escr.ib.e yo.ur em.oti.ons. M.ike sc.or.es low on this trait 

b.ec.ause he often do.esn‘t n.ot.ice he‘s fe.el.ing a c.erta.in w.ay unt.il s.om.e.one asks 

abo.ut it.K.im on the oth.er hand sc.or.ed h.igh b.ec.ause she can eas.ily track h.er 

em.oti.on.al ups and downs and t.ell pe.ople abo.ut th.em. 

• C.omf.ort with Cl.osen.ess: C.omf.ort and cl.osen.ess d.escr.ib.e how 

c.omf.ortable you ar.e be.ing em.oti.on.ally c.onn.ect.ed with oth.ers. B.oth K.im and 
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M.ike h.ave low c.omf.ort with cl.osen.ess, p.erh.aps b.ec.ause th.ey‘ve had past 

exp.erienc.es with p.ar.ents or r.omant.ic p.artn.ers wh.er.e th.ey le.arn.ed it wasn‘t s.afe 

to d.epend on oth.ers.  

 

St.ep 2:  The Pr.obl.em with S.im.il.ariti.es 

S.im.il.ariti.es can c.reate pr.obl.ems in re.lati.onsh.ip to.o. As you saw e.arli.er, M.ike 

and K.im ar.e b.oth low in c.omf.ort with cl.osen.ess. That means that th.ey‘.re n.ot 

c.omf.ortable d.epend.ing on each oth.er or sh.ar.ing the.ir fe.ars or w.orri.es. Thus, th.ey 

r.ob th.ems.elv.es of the chance to re.ly on – and c.ar.e f.or – the oth.er.   

i.  Oth.er  Imp.ortant  D.iff.er.enc.es  and  S.im.il.ariti.es  .to 

 C.ons.id.er Ambitious/La.id-back  

Is one of you m.or.e f.ocus.ed on yo.ur c.ar.e.er? If you‘.re m.or.e ambitious, you m.ay 

be frustrat.ed when yo.ur p.artn.er do.esn‘t se.em to fully supp.ort yo.ur c.ar.e.er; if you 

ar.e m.or.e la.idback, you m.ay be unh.appy that yo.ur p.artn.er s.om.eti.m.es pu.ts w.ork 

b.ef.or.e yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip and wish that th.ey c.ar.ed m.or.e abo.ut d.iff.er.ent th.ings. 

The m.or.e ambitious p.ers.on can f.ocus on f.inan.ci.al succ.ess wh.ile the m.or.e 

la.idback p.ers.on can n.urtu.re h.om.e or s.oc.i.al l.ife.  

• F.am.ily Background: O.ur f.am.ily background can often aff.ect o.ur 

exp.ectati.ons of how th.ings do (.or should) w.ork, who should be r.esp.ons.ible f.or 

what, and how to re.late to oth.er pe.ople. 

• F.am.ily Orient.ed/Au.to.n.omous: When f.am.ily orient.ed and au.to.n.omous 

p.ers.ons m.arry each oth.er, the.ir d.iff.er.enc.es can be h.armo.niz.ed to h.elp s.et a 

b.al.ance b.et.ween st.ay.ing c.onn.ect.ed to f.am.ily wh.ile also t.ak.ing c.ar.e of 

ind.iv.idu.al and re.lati.onsh.ip ne.eds. 

• Fun/Str.ict P.ar.ent: Many p.ar.ents f.ind that one of th.em spends m.or.e ti.me 

m.ak.ing rul.es or pu.nish.ing, wh.ile the oth.er spends m.or.e ti.me pl.ay.ing and h.av.ing 

fun. Ho.we.v.er, m.ost ch.ild.ren do b.est with a c.omb.inati.on of l.imits and l.ov.ing 

attenti.on, so h.av.ing p.ar.ents who c.ompl.em.ent each oth.er can be in the.ir b.est 

int.er.ests. 
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• Ra.ci.al/ Ethn.ic D.iff.er.enc.es: H.av.ing d.iff.er.ent ra.ci.al or ethn.ic 

backgrounds can often be a so.urce of fr.icti.on am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es, b.ut, 

f.ortunat.ely, it can also m.ake the re.lati.onsh.ip m.or.e fun or ex.cit.ing b.ec.ause b.oth 

p.artn.ers g.et a chance to expl.or.e a d.iff.er.ent cultu.re and new traditi.ons. 

 

 

St.ep 3:    R.el.igious D.iff.er.enc.es  

Do you h.ave d.iff.er.ent re.l.igi.ons? Is one of you m.or.e re.l.igious wh.ile the oth.er is 

l.ess re.l.igious or do.es n.ot pract.ice at all? If you h.ave str.ong re.l.igious be.li.efs or 

identiti.es, it can be frustrat.ing if yo.ur p.artn.er do.es n.ot sh.ar.e or se.em to r.esp.ect 

yo.ur views. Ho.we.v.er, s.ince we each g.et p.ers.on.al c.omf.ort and st.rengths fr.om 

d.iff.er.ent p.lac.es d.ur.ing d.iff.icult situati.ons, re.l.igious d.iff.er.enc.es can show us that 

th.er.e ar.e d.iff.er.ent w.ays to c.ope with th.ings.  

 

St.ep 4:   Sexu.ally Advent.urous/C.ons.er.vat.ive  

Do you disag.ree abo.ut the amount or k.ind of sex you‘d l.ike to h.ave? P.artn.ers 

who want to enga.ge in m.or.e f.re.q.uent sexu.al int.imacy or try s.om.eth.ing new can 

fe.el l.on.ely, frustrat.ed, or h.urt by the.ir p.artn.er‘s lack of int.er.est or ex.cit.em.ent. 

The oth.er p.artn.er m.ay fe.el an.xious, h.urt, or even offend.ed when ask.ed to do 

s.om.eth.ing th.ey do.n‘t fe.el c.omf.ortable with. Ho.we.v.er, s.om.e coupl.es f.ind th.ese 

d.iff.er.enc.es h.elpful, as the p.artn.er with the h.igh.er sex dr.ive adds ex.cit.em.ents, 

wh.ile the p.artn.er with the low.er sex dr.ive ensu.r.es th.ey m.ake ti.me f.or em.oti.on.al 

and n.on-sexu.al phys.ic.al cl.osen.ess.  

 

i. Spend.er/S.av.er  

Do you ag.ree abo.ut m.on.ey a l.ot? If you ar.e a s.av.er, h.av.ing a p.artn.er who wast.es 

m.on.ey can be w.orris.om.e. C.ontr.ar.ily, if you‘.re a spend.er, it can be frustrat.ing to 

fe.el that yo.ur p.artn.er do.es n.ot want to enj.oy the g.oo.d th.ings you two h.ave. 
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ii. O.ur M.ost Imp.ortant D.iff.er.ence or S.im.il.arity  

Now, it‘s ti.me to s.el.ect the d.iff.er.enc.es or s.im.il.arity that has the b.igg.est eff.ect on 

the c.or.e issu.es you s.el.ect.ed. If you ch.oo.se ‗.oth.er‘ as yo.ur opti.on, write a bri.ef 

d.escr.ipti.on of the d.iff.er.enc.es or s.im.il.arity be.low.    

             Em.oti.on.al React.ivity  

             Extr.av.ersi.on  

N.ov.elty Se.ek.ing  

             Ag.reeablen.ess  

             Orga.nizati.on  

             Em.oti.on.al Expr.ess.iven.ess   

             C.omf.ort with Cl.osen.ess  

             Spend.er vs S.av.er  

             Ambitious vs Re.lax.ed  

             R.el.igious D.iff.er.enc.es  

             Sexu.ally Adventitious vs C.ons.er.vat.ive  

             Fun vs Str.ict P.ar.ent  

             Ra.ci.al/Ethn.ic D.iff.er.enc.es  

             F.am.ily orient.ed vs Couple orient.ed  

             F.am.ily Background   

Oth.er (.if oth.er, please ind.icate be.low)  

Do s.im.il.ariti.es or d.iff.er.enc.es in this ar.ea c.reate m.or.e d.iff.iculti.es f.or yo.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip?  

Ch.oo.se the opti.on  

D.iff.er.enc.es              

S.im.il.ariti.es   

 iii.  How Do.es It Aff.ect Yo.ur C.or.e Iss.ue?  

Now that you h.ave ch.osen the d.iff.er.enc.es or s.im.il.arity, d.escr.ib.e how it aff.ects 

yo.ur c.or.e issu.es (.includ.ing an ex.ample if you can th.ink of one). B.ec.ause you 

m.ay d.ec.ide to sh.ar.e this with yo.ur p.artn.er lat.er, try writ.ing this as if yo.ur p.artn.er 

w.er.e the one who was go.ing to read it. F.or ex.ample, write ―You and I g.et in a l.ot 
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of argu.ments abo.ut ―rath.er than ―My p .artn.er and I g.et in a l.ot of argu.ment abo.ut. 

Ent.er yo.ur thoughts in the text b.ox  

 

 vii. How Do.es it M.ake Yo.ur Re.lati.onsh.ip B.ett.er?  

Can you th.ink of any w.ays in wh.ich this s.im.il.arly/d.iff.er.ence actu.ally m.ak.es 

yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip b.ett.er? F.or ex.ample, was it p.art of s.om.eth.ing that in.iti.ally 

attract.ed you to yo.ur p.artn.er or p.art of s.om.eth.ing you l.ike now? Ent.er yo.ur 

thoughts in the text b.ox. 

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 5  

T.op.ic: My DEEP Und.erstand.ing: Em.oti.ons  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand how the em.oti.ons th.ey expr.ess to the.ir p.artn.ers and th.ose 

th.ey ke.ep h.idden m.ake the.ir c.or.e iss.ue w.orse.  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er f.urth.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―My De.ep Und.erstand.ing: 

Em.oti.ons‖ thus:  
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St.ep 1: Und.erstand.ing Em.oti.ons   

i. S.ur.face and H.idden Em.oti.ons  

In this s.essi.on, you w.ill le.arn how em.oti.ons aff.ect yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue. S.ur.face 

em.oti.ons ar.e em.oti.ons that we show to o.ur p.artn.er. Th.ey include em.oti.ons l.ike 

ang.er, irritati.on, frustrati.on, and so on. On the oth.er hand, h.idden em.oti.ons ar.e 

m.or.e subtle and at f.irst ar.e n.ot eas.ily r.ec.og.nizable. Ex.ampl.es include an.xi.ety, 

rej.ecti.on, and so on. We do.n‘t usu.ally t.alk abo.ut h.idden em.oti.ons with o.ur 

p.artn.ers. In fact, a l.ot of ti.m.es we ar.en‘t even aw.ar.e of th.em o.urs.elv.es. B.ut 

f.ig.ur.ing o.ut th.ese h.idden em.oti.ons is re.ally imp.ortant b.ec.ause it h.elps us 

und.erstand the s.ur.face em.oti.ons.  

 

St.ep 2:  S.ur.face and H.idden Em.oti.ons  

H.er.e we w.ill expl.or.e the d.iff.er.ent w.ays of expr.ess.ing o.ur s.ur.face and h.idden 

em.oti.ons viz.:  

i.S.ur.face Em.oti.ons: Em.oti.ons that oth.ers can see ii.H.idden Em.oti.ons: The 

f.irst em.oti.ons we fe.el, often h.idden by o.ur s.ur.face em.oti.ons. H.idden em.oti.ons 

usu.ally fe.el sc.ari.er to show than the s.ur.face em.oti.ons.  

iii. Em.oti.ons in Yo.ur Re.lati.onsh.ips: At this po.int, I want you to th.ink 

abo.ut you and yo.ur p.artn.er‘s em.oti.ons and reas.ons you m.ight be fe.el.ing that 

w.ay.  

iv. O.ur S.ur.face Em.oti.ons: Th.ink abo.ut the last few ti.m.es you and yo.ur 

p.artn.er argu.ed abo.ut yo.ur c.or.e issu.es. T.alk.ing abo.ut sp.ec.if.ic issu.es usu.ally 

st.arts a f.ight. Now, th.ink abo.ut the s.ur.face em.oti.ons the two of you show. 

Ex.ampl.es of em.oti.ons:  

Disr.esp.ect.ed: Disr.esp.ect.ed, Inf.eri.or, Ins.ign.if.icant, M.ock.ed, Brush.ed off, 

Mistrust.ed  

D.efens.ive: D.efens.ive, Untrust.ing, Gu.ard.ed, P.oss.ess.ive, Cl.os.ed off  

Afra.id:  Afra.id, C.au.ti.ons, Int.im.idat.ed, An.xious, Ov.erwh.elm.ed, W.orri.ed  

Sad: Sad, Dis.appo.int.ed, H.urt, N.egl.ect.ed, Rej.ect.ed, Unl.ov.ed  

C.ontr.oll.ed: C.ontr.oll.ed, B.oss.ed, L.ectu.r.ed, Pow.erl.ess, L.imit.ed, C.la.ustr.oph.ob.ic  



134 

Angry: Angry, Frustrat.ed, Piss.ed off, Irritat.ed, Mad, R.esentful  

Gu.ilty: Gu.ilty. Emb.arrass.ed, R.egr.etful, S.orry, 

Sh.am.eful Je.alous: Je.alous, L.eft O.ut, L.on.ely, 

Misl.ed i.    My S.ur.face Em.oti.on  

Write yo.ur s.ur.face em.oti.ons in the text b.ox be.low.  

 

 

 

ii. Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s S.ur.face Em.oti.on  

Write yo.ur p.artn.ers s.ur.face em.oti.ons in the text b.ox be.low.  

 

 

iii. O.ur H.idden Em.oti.ons  

Now, th.ink abo.ut yo.ur h.idden em.oti.on when yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue c.om.es up.  

 H.idden em.oti.ons ar.e:   

• What we tend to fe.el r.ig.id b.ef.or.e we fe.el o.ur s.ur.face em.oti.ons.  

• Em.oti.ons that o.ur p.artn.er m.ay n.ot know we fe.el.  

• If o.ur s.ur.face em.oti.on is ang.er, frustrati.on or s.om.eth.ing s.im.il.ar, h.idden 

em.oti.ons ar.e the ―soft.er‖ fe.el.ings that m.ay m.ake us fe.el vuln.erable or exp.os.ed. 

Ex.ampl.es of em.oti.ons; Disr.esp.ect.ed, D.efens.ive, Afra.id, Sad,  

C.ontr.oll.ed, Angry, Gu.ilty and Je.alous iv. 

 My H.idden Em.oti.on  

 Write yo.ur h.idden em.oti.ons in the text b.ox be.low  

 

 

 v.  Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s H.idden Em.oti.on: 

Write yo.ur p.artn.ers h.idden em.oti.ons in the text b.ox be.low.  



135 

 

Can You Th.ink of an Ex.ample?  

Now d.escr.ib.es an ex.ample of when you f.elt yo.ur h.idden em.oti.on b.ut instead 

show.ed yo.ur s.ur.face em.oti.on to yo.ur p.artn.er. It‘s imp.ortant to  

• D.escr.ib.e what c.aus.ed yo.ur h.idden em.oti.on  

• D.escr.ib.e how yo.ur h.idden em.oti.on c.aus.ed yo.ur s.ur.face em.oti.on if yo.ur 

s.ur.face em.oti.on is ―no em.oti.on‖ d.escr.ib.e why you d.idn‘t expr.ess yo.ur h.idden 

em.oti.on.  

I tend to show a s.ur.face em.oti.on of: 

D.efens.ive  

When I‘m actu.ally fe.el.ing  

Gu.ilt  

An ex.ample of when this h.appen.ed is:  

Write yo.ur ex.ample in the text bow be.low:  

St.ep 3:   The R.ole of Past Exp.erienc.es  

H.idden em.oti.ons ar.e often re.lat.ed to pa.inful past exp.erienc.es.  

 

St.ep 4:    What A.re Yo.ur Past Exp.erienc.es?  

Now to the f.in.al qu.esti.on:  

i. What past exp.erience(s) m.ak.es the h.idden em.oti.on you fe.el d.ur.ing yo.ur 

c.or.e iss.ue so str.ong?  

 

Write a d.escr.ipti.on of yo.ur exp.erience in the text b.ox be.low.  
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Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.ill be c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and 

enco.urag.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.ill also be r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next 

s.essi.on.  

SESSION 6  

T.op.ic: My DEEP Und.erstand.ing: Ext.ern.al Str.ess  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Und.erstand how th.ings that h.appen o.uts.ide o.ur re.lati.onsh.ips (ext.ern.al 

str.ess) can c.ause c.or.e issu.es or m.ake th.em a l.ot h.ard.er to de.al with.  

Act.ivity  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e we.lc.om.ed w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―My De.ep Und.erstand.ing: Ext.ern.al str.ess‖

thus: 

St.ep 1:    Ext.ern.al Str.ess  

The th.ird p.art of yo.ur DEEP Und.erstand.ing is Ext.ern.al Str.ess, i.e. th.ings that 

h.appen o.uts.ide of o.ur re.lati.onsh.ip b.ut can h.ave a b.ig impact on it.  

St.ep 2:   C.omm.on So.urc.es of Str.ess  

C.omm.on so.urc.es of str.ess in a re.lati.onsh.ip include:  

i. M.on.ey  

M.on.ey is one of the m.ost c.omm.on th.ings coupl.es f.ight abo.ut.  

Str.ess abo.ut m.on.ey c.om.es in many f.orms:  

• N.ot be.ing able to p.ay b.ills on ti.me  



137 

• N.ot be.ing able to b.uy ne.ed.ed it.ems  

• N.ot m.ak.ing ne.ed.ed r.epa.irs  

• Wait.ing to go to the d.oct.or b.ec.ause you can‘t p.ay f.or it, etc.   

ii. New J.ob/Educati.on Pr.ogr.am  

A new c.ar.e.er path or educati.on pr.ogr.am can be re.ally ex.cit.ing, b.ut also v.ery 

str.essful.  

You m.ay exp.erience:  

• An.xi.ety abo.ut me.et.ing deadl.in.es  

• W.orri.es abo.ut fitt.ing in with co-w.ork.ers or c.lassmat.es   

• Fe.ars that you fa.il  

• W.orry that the new p.ositi.on w.ill t.ake aw.ay fr.om ti.me with f.am.ily, etc. 

iii.      Fe.el.ing ov.erwh.elm.ed/Ov.erw.ork.ed  

Str.ess re.lat.ed to w.ork d.uti.es is v.ery c.omm.on. T.op j.ob str.ess.ors include:  

• Un.reas.onable w.orkloads and deadl.in.es  

• L.ong c.omm.ut.es  

• D.iff.icult re.lati.onsh.ips with co-w.ork.ers  

• Po.or w.ork l.ife b.al.ance, etc.  

iv. Trouble F.ind.ing W.ork  

It is d.iff.icult f.or many to f.ind a g.oo.d p.lace to w.ork. This is str.essful in many 

w.ays:  

• Fe.ars abo.ut m.ak.ing ends me.et f.inan.ci.ally  

• Try.ing to b.al.ance the ne.ed to f.ind any j.ob with f.ind.ing one that you 

actu.ally want to do  

• The n.egat.ive em.oti.ons that can c.om.e with n.ot g.ett.ing hi.r.ed.  

 

v. M.ov.ing to a New City/ H.om.e  

M.ov.ing and h.om.e b.uy.ing man se.em ex.cit.ing at the be.g.inn.ing, b.ut each c.om.e 

with a l.ot of str.essful issu.es  

• F.ind.ing a p.lace to l.ive that you can aff.ord  

• De.al.ing with new/l.ong.er c.omm.ut.es to w.ork  
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• B.al.anc.ing ne.eds, wants, and what you can aff.ord  

• M.ov.ing expens.es (e.g., b.ox.es, m.ov.ing vans etc.), etc.  

vi. Ch.ild.ren/P.ar.ent.ing  

Str.ess can also c.om.e fr.om th.ings that ar.e ex.cit.ing, or p.osit.ive, such as pr.ep.ar.ing 

f.or a new baby and/.or rais.ing ch.ild.ren. In fact, studi.es of p.ar.ent.ing t.ell us that 

this is a v.ery d.iff.icult ti.me in coupl.es‘ l.iv.es. Str.ess fr.om p.ar.ent.ing:   

• D.iff.er.ent ideas abo.ut how to p.ar.ent and/.or pu.nish yo.ur ch.ild.ren  

• Ti.me spent p.ar.ent.ing t.ak.ing aw.ay fr.om the ti.me you and yo.ur p.artn.er 

h.ave t.og.eth.er  

• Ke.ep.ing up with all the new ch.or.es and oth.ers th.ings you h.ave to do  

• B.al.anc.ing w.ork and f.am.ily l.ife.  

vii. F.am.ily/.in-Laws/F.orm.er P.artn.ers  

Str.ess fr.om f.am.ili.es can c.om.e in many f.orms:  

• Disag.re.em.ents on how ti.me should be spent with f.am.ily  

• C.ar.ing or supp.ort.ing a f.am.ily m.emb.er  

• And then th.er.e‘s in-.laws! Yo.ur p.artn.er m.ay also h.ave a c.ompl.et.ely 

d.iff.er.ent s.et of issu.es  

• Esp.ec.i.ally if you h.ave a ch.ild with a p.re.vious p.artn.er, it can be d.iff.icult 

to f.igu.re o.ut the r.ole of yo.ur f.orm.er p.artn.er in yo.ur c.ur.rent re.lati.onsh.ips  

viii. Ment.al He.alth (D.epr.essi.on, An.xi.ety)  

L.ots of pe.ople struggle with ment.al he.alth issu.es such as d.epr.essi.on and/.or 

an.xi.ety.  

Str.ess fr.om th.ese c.onditi.ons can c.om.e on when:  

• Sympt.oms c.aus.es f.ights or c.reate distance b.et.ween p.artn.ers  

• Sympt.oms p.re.vent you fr.om t.ak.ing c.ar.e of th.ings at h.om.e or w.ork  

• P.ers.on witho.ut sympt.oms p.icks up the s.lack and can   
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a. Yo.ur Str.ess-M.or.e Sp.ec.if.ics  

Now that you h.ave had a chance to th.ink abo.ut yo.ur ov.er.all l.ev.el of str.ess, write 

up to th.ree th.ings that ar.e c.aus.ing you the m.ost str.ess.  

 

 

How do you typically try o cope witth this stress? 

Select one 

             Try to s.olve it r.ight aw.ay on my own  

             Dr.ink or use drugs to h.elp me c.ope with it on my own  

             Pr.ay abo.ut it on my own  

             T.ake a b.re.ak fr.om the pr.obl.em and de.al with it lat.er, etc.  

 

 

 

b. We H.ave D.iff.er.ent W.ays of De.al.ing with Str.ess  

The two of you m.ay h.ave d.iff.er.ent w.ays to c.ope with str.ess. That can m.ake the 

eff.ect of str.ess w.orse in two w.ays:  

1. When we‘.re str.ess.ed, we tend to th.ink abo.ut what we ne.ed rath.er than 

what o.ur p.artn.er ne.eds. So we ar.e go.ing to do what m.ak.es us fe.el b.ett.er, wh.ich 

m.ight actu.ally m.ake th.ings w.orse f.or o.ur p.artn.ers.  

2. When o.ur p.artn.ers ar.e str.ess.ed, we tend to h.elp th.em in the w.ay we want 

to be h.elp.ed when we ar.e str.ess.ed – wh.ich m.ay be d.iff.er.ent than what o.ur 

p.artn.ers would f.ind h.elpful.  

 

St.ep 3:   How D.iff.er.ent C.op.ing Strat.egi.es Can M.ake Th.ings W.orse  

H.er.e a scen.ario was us.ed to illustrate how h.av.ing d.iff.er.ent c.op.ing strat.egi.es 

could aff.ect a couple‘s re.lati.onsh.ip.  

c. How Do.es Yo.ur P.artn.er React to Yo.ur Str.ess?  

Th.ink.ing abo.ut ti.m.es when YOU h.ave been str.ess.ed r.ecently, what do.es he/she 

usu.ally do?  
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S.el.ect one of the f.ollow.ing:  

Downpl.ay how b.ig of a pr.obl.em it is or try to distract me fr.om my        

pr.obl.em  

Try to h.elp me s.olve the pr.obl.em  

T.ell me what I d.id to c.reate the pr.obl.em or what I do to m.ake it w.orse  

 

Listen to me and t.ake my s.ide, etc.  

 

D.escr.ib.e a r.ecent ex.ample of yo.ur p.artn.er react.ing to yo.ur str.ess in that w.ay. If 

it was a g.oo.d or bad fit f.or yo.ur c.op.ing style, exp.la.in why. How d.id it m.ake 

th.ings b.ett.er or w.orse?  

 

 

 

d. Your Partner‟s Stress 

You now h.ave an idea abo.ut yo.ur own str.ess l.ev.el and how it aff.ects the c.or.e 

iss.ue yo.ur ch.ose. B.ut yo.ur p.artn.er l.ik.ely has his/h.er own str.ess. In the last 

act.ivity, you thought abo.ut the eff.ect yo.ur str.ess has on you and yo.ur 

re.lati.onsh.ip. Now, you‘ll h.ave a chance to th.ink abo.ut how yo.ur p.artn.er‘s str.ess 

(and the c.omb.inati.on of b.oth of yo.ur str.ess.ors) aff.ects yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ips. Of 

co.urse, you‘.re n.ot the only one who g.ets str.ess.ed- yo.ur p.artn.er do.es to.o! Yo.ur 

p.artn.er sa.id that he/she has a l.ot of str.ess and that he/she often struggl.es to 

mana.ge the str.ess in his/h.er l.ife. Yo.ur p.artn.er s.om.eti.m.es fe.els l.ike th.er.e is just 

to.o much go.ing on and w.ond.ers how to handle ev.eryth.ing. Yo.ur p.artn.er‘s str.ess 

can h.ave a b.ig impact on yo.ur c.or.e issu.es and re.lati.onsh.ip, so this s.ecti.on w.ill be 

v.ery imp.ortant f.or b.oth of you in le.arn.ing w.ays to c.ope.  

 

 

Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s Str.ess –M.or.e Sp.ec.if.ics  

Write up to th.ree th.ings that you susp.ect ar.e c.aus.ing yo.ur p.artn.er the m.ost str.ess.
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e. How do.es yo.ur p.artn.er typ.ic.ally c.ope with this str.ess?  
S.el.ect one  

Tri.es to s.olve it r.ight aw.ay on his/h.er own  

Dr.inks or us.es drugs to h.elp c.ope with it 

  

Pr.ays abo.ut it on his/h.er own  

 

T.ak.es a b.re.ak fr.om the pr.obl.em and de.als with it lat.er, etc.  

 

 

f. What do you usu.ally do when yo.ur p.artn.er is str.ess.ed? 

S.el.ect one  

 Downpl.ay how b.ig of a pr.obl.em it is (.or distract my p.artn.er) to m.ake 

h.im/h.er fe.el b.ett.er  

Try to h.elp my p.artn.er s.olve the pr.obl.em  

Try to h.elp my p.artn.er see what he/she d.id to c.reate the pr.obl.em or 

d.id to m.ake it w.orse  

Listen to my p.artn.er and t.ake his/h.er s.ide, etc.  

 

St.ep 4:   Eff.ect of Str.ess on the C.or.e Iss.ue  

How do.es str.ess m.ake yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue m.or.e d.iff.icult? F.or s.om.e coupl.es, str.ess 

can m.ake the nat.ur.al D.iff.er.enc.es around the c.or.e iss.ue b.igg.er. F.or ex.ample, 

Jada and  

T.er.re.ll‘s d.iff.er.enc.es in how much th.ey l.ike to go o.ut w.er.e re.ally tr.igg.er.ed when 

th.ey w.er.e b.oth str.ess.ed.  

Str.ess can also m.ake the Em.oti.ons m.or.e sensit.ive. F.or ex.ample, K.im and M.ike‘s

em.oti.ons – includ.ing K.im fe.el.ing h.urt and M.ike fe.el.ings frustrat.ed – made it 

h.ard.er to handle pr.obl.em s.olv.ing when th.ey w.er.e b.oth str.ess.ed. If th.ose th.ings 

do.n‘t h.appen in yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip, m.ay be str.ess just m.ak.es the f.ights abo.ut yo.ur 
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c.or.e iss.ue m.or.e n.egat.ive or h.ard.er to st.op. B.elow, d.escr.ib.e the eff.ect yo.ur 

AND/OR p.artn.er‘s ext.ern.al str.ess has on yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue. If yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue IS 

ext.ern.al str.ess (―.we f.ight abo.ut m.on.ey‖ or ―.we disag.ree abo.ut p.ar.ent.ing styl.es‖)

write abo.ut how yo.ur c.or.e issu.es is made w.orse when you‘.re str.ess.ed abo.ut 

OTHER th.ings.  

 

  

 

 

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks: 

 The p.art.ic.ipants w.ill be c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and 

enco.urag.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.ill also be r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next 

s.essi.on.  

 

 

 

 

SESSION 7  

T.op.ic: My DEEP Und.erstand.ing: Patt.erns of C.ommun.icati.on  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to:  

• Le.arn abo.ut the beh.avio.urs th.ey and the.ir p.artn.ers do that pull th.em in.to 

a n.egat.ive patt.ern of c.ommun.icati.on.  

Act.ivity  

• The r.ese.arch.er we.lc.om.ed the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―My De.ep Und.erstand.ing: Patt.erns of 

C.ommun.icati.on‖ thus:  
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St.ep 1:    Patt.erns of C.ommun.icati.on i.  Patt.erns d.ur.ing a f.ight  

The c.or.e iss.ue in a re.lati.onsh.ip isn‘t just WHAT we f.ight abo.ut b.ut HOW we 

f.ight abo.ut it. In this s.essi.on, you‘ll th.ink abo.ut the beh.avio.urs you and yo.ur 

p.artn.ers do that pull you in.to a n.egat.ive patt.ern of c.ommun.icati.on.  

 

 ii.  C.ommun.icati.on Patt.erns d.ur.ing a f.ight  

In this f.irst act.ivity, you‘ll p.ick the c.ommun.icati.on patt.ern you g.et in.to DURING 

f.ights abo.ut yo.ur c.or.e iss.ue, then in the next act.ivity, you‘ll p.ick the patt.ern the 

two of you g.et in.to AFTER a f.ight.    

St.ep 2:     My P.artn.er‟s Beh.avio.ur  

Wh.ich cat.eg.ory b.est d.escr.ib.es what yo.ur p.artn.er usu.ally do.es when yo.ur c.or.e 

issu.es c.om.es up?  

 

 

 

 

 

Bl.am.e or Crit.ic.ize  Avo.id  .or  F.all  

Aw.ay  

Qu.esti.on  C.almly Discuss  

Bl.am.e or crit.ic.ize 

me; be s.arcast.ic; 

insist that he/she is 

r.ight and that I am 

wr.ong; y.ell and 

sc.re.am  

 

R.efuse to t.alk 

abo.ut it/ chang.es 

the subj.ect; act 

l.ike it‘s n.ot a b.ig 

de.al; insist it 

d.idn‘t h.appen; 

le.ave the ro.om  

Watch or ch.eck on 

me; c.all me often 

ask wh.er.e I‘ve

been; has been 

inv.est.igate or act 

l.ike a d.et.ect.ive   

D.escr.ib.e h.er view 

c.almly; ask f.or my 

view or op.in.i.on; 

f.ocus on s.olv.ing 

the pr.obl.em  

t.og.eth.er   
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D.escr.ib.e yo.ur p.artn.er‟s beh.avio.ur in the text b.ox 

 

 

i. My Beh.avio.ur  

Wh.ich cat.eg.ory b.est d.escr.ib.es what YOU usu.ally do wh.er.e you c.or.e issu.es 

c.om.es up?  

Ch.oo.se one of the fo.ur cat.eg.ori.es that b.est fits you and then d.escr.ib.es it be.low  

  

Bl.am.e or Crit.ic.ize  Avo.id  .or  F.all Qu.esti.on  C.almly Discuss  

 Aw.ay    

Bl.am.e or crit.ic.ize 

my p.artn.er; be 

s.arcast.ic; insist that 

I‘m r.ight and that 

he/she is wr.ong; 

y.ell and sc.re.am  

 

R.efuse to t.alk 

abo.ut it; chan.ge 

the subj.ect; act l.ike 

it‘s n.ot a b.ig de.al; 

insist it d.idn‘t

h.appen; le.ave the 

ro.om  

Watch or ch.eck on 

my p.artn.er; c.all 

h.im/h.er often; ask 

wh.er.e my p.artn.er 

has  .been; 

inv.est.igate or act 

l.ike a d.et.ect.ive   

D.escr.ib.e my view 

c.almly; ask f.or my 

p.artn.ers‘ view or

op.in.i.on; f.ocus on 

s.olv.ing the  

pr.obl.em t.og.eth.er   

 

 

D.escr.ib.e yo.ur p.artn.er‟s beh.avio.ur in the text b.ox  

 

 

•At this po.int the r.ese.arch.er w.ill use one of the r.esp.ons.es g.iven by a p.art.ic.ipant 

as an ex.ample to show the ben.efits and pr.obl.ems with such patt.erns.  
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ii. What Yo.ur Patt.ern Means  

You sa.id that d.ur.ing f.ights abo.ut yo.ur c.or.e issu.es, you tend to avo.id and yo.ur 

p.artn.er tends to bl.am.e. This is pr.obably the m.ost c.omm.on c.ommun.icati.on 

patt.ern coupl.es g.et stuck in.  

iii.  Ben.efit of this Patt.ern  

By avo.id.ing, you do.n‘t h.ave to de.al with the n.egat.ive em.oti.ons that c.om.e with 

f.ights. On the oth.er hand, yo.ur p.artn.er m.ay fe.el that he/she had the chance to s.ay 

what was on his/h.er m.ind or pr.ove that he/she was r.ight.  

.iv. Pr.obl.ems with this Patt.ern  

Although it m.ight fe.el b.ett.er in the m.om.ent, this patt.ern do.esn‘t s.olve the 

or.ig.in.al pr.obl.em. In spite of the bl.am.ing, yo.ur p.artn.er do.esn‘t g.et what he/she 

wants. In fact, this patt.ern tends to st.rengths ov.er ti.me. The bl.am.ing m.ak.es you 

avo.id m.or.e wh.ich m.ak.es yo.ur p.artn.er bl.am.e m.or.e and so on. Th.ese patt.erns can 

also g.et re.ally he.al.ed. One or b.oth of you m.ay b.ec.om.e phys.ic.al by push.ing, 

s.la.pp.ing, or throw.ing s.om.eth.ing. If this is tr.ue f.or you, r.educ.ing aggr.essi.on 

d.ur.ing c.onfl.ict m.ay be a g.oo.d beh.avio.ur to chan.ge in the R.esp.ond phase.  

 

v. Patt.erns aft.er a F.ight  

Often, even when you and yo.ur p.artn.er h.ave st.opp.ed f.ight.ing the c.onfl.ict isn‘t

re.ally ov.er. Pe.ople h.ave d.iff.er.ent w.ays of m.ov.ing on or r.ec.ov.er.ing fr.om f.ights 

and s.om.eti.m.es that c.reat.es even m.or.e pr.obl.ems. iv. G.ett.ing o.ut of C.onfl.ict 

Ev.ery couple f.ights, it‘s an un.avo.idable p.art of be.ing in a re.lati.onsh.ip. 

Th.er.ef.or.e, it is imp.ortant you can r.ec.ov.er fr.om th.ese c.onfl.icts in a h.elpful w.ay.   

Th.ree imp.ortant p.arts of r.ec.ov.ery ar.e:   

R.ec.ov.ery m.eth.od – wh.eth.er you t.alk abo.ut it or l.et it go.  

R.ec.ov.ery spe.ed – how qu.ickly you want to (.or ar.e able to) g.et back to n.orm.al, 

and the  

 

R.ole of ap.ol.ogi.es 
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 A DEEP Und.erstand.ing: At this po.int you h.ave now pu.t the fo.ur pi.ec.es of the 

DEEP und.erstand.ing t.og.eth.er – D.iff.er.enc.es, Em.oti.ons, Ext.ern.al str.ess, and 

Patt.erns of c.ommun.icati.on.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e c.om.mend.ed f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on and enco.urag.ed 

to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork.  

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed of the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

 

SESSION 8  

T.op.ic: Acc.eptance and Chan.ge, P.ost-Exp.eri.ment T.est Adm.in.istrati.on and 

C.onclusi.on  

Obj.ect.ive: By the end of this s.essi.on, the p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to: 

• Le.arn how us.ing acc.eptance in the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips can c.reate pow.erful 

chang.es in the.ir c.or.e iss.ue. 

• Le.arn how little chang.es in the.ir own beh.avio.ur can impr.ove the.ir 

re.lati.onsh.ips.  

• Le.arn ideas on how th.ey and the.ir p.artn.ers can chan.ge to avo.id g.ett.ing 

stuck in the.ir patt.erns.  

• Le.arn t.ips (c.ommun.icati.on sk.ills) re.lat.ed to each patt.ern type (Qu.esti.on, 

Bl.am.e, Avo.idance, Discuss).  

• R.esp.ond to the p.ost-t.est instru.ments.  

Act.ivity  

• The r.ese.arch.er we.lc.om.ed the p.art.ic.ipants w.armly.  

• The r.ese.arch.er re.view.ed the ass.ign.ment with the p.art.ic.ipants.  

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed the th.em.e ―Acc.eptance and Chan.ge‖ thus:  

 

St.ep 1:  Acc.eptance and Chan.ge  

One of the m.ost pow.erful to.ols in a re.lati.onsh.ip is Acc.eptance. Acc.eptance 

inv.olv.es und.erstand.ing the th.ings that can be chang.ed, as we.ll as the th.ings that 

cann.ot be chang.ed.  
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 i.  What cann.ot be chang.ed?   

D.iff.er.enc.es, H.idden Em.oti.ons, and s.om.e typ.es of Ext.ern.al Str.ess can be pr.etty 

h.ard to chan.ge. ii. What Can You Do: So, what if s.om.e of th.ese th.ings abo.ut 

yo.ur p.artn.er ar.e re.ally b.oth.er.ing you and yo.ur p.artn.er can‘t chan .ge th.em? The 

answ.er is: Acc.eptance. Unf.ortunat.ely, Acc.eptance is Re.ally H.ard. iii. 

Acc.eptance is Also Pow.erful  

How is it pow.erful? To b.orrow fr.om the S.er.e.nity Pr.ay.er, we‘.re h.op.ing that you 

can f.ind the th.ings you can acc.ept. iv. What Can You Try to Acc.ept?  

T.ake a m.om.ent to th.ink abo.ut pi.ec.es of the DEEP Und.erstand.ing:  

• D.iff.er.enc.es: Em.oti.on.al React.ivity  

• Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s H.idden Em.oti.on: C.ontr.oll.ed  

• Yo.ur Ext.ern.al Str.ess.ors: W.ork, Po.or f.inance, Tr.aff.ic  

• Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s Ext.ern.al Str.ess.ors: Lack of m.on.ey, lack of r.est, h.ect.ic 

j.ob.  

 

Is anyth.ing abo.ut th.ese ar.eas h.elpful to acc.ept? If so, write th.em be.low.  

Ent.er yo.ur thoughts in the text b.ox be.low.  

 

 

 

St.ep 2:     M.ak.ing Chang.es  

In ord.er to c.om.e up with a g.oo.d chan.ge p.lan, it‘s imp.ortant to th.ink abo.ut who 

should chan.ge f.irst.  

 

i. Who Should Chan.ge F.irst? S.om.eti.m.es it‘s h.ard to d.ec.ide who should chan.ge 

f.irst One of the f.irst pr.obl.ems coupl.es often face is f.ig.ur.ing o.ut who should 

chan.ge f.irst. 
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iii. You H.ave the Pow.er to Chan.ge: When coupl.es ar.e w.ill.ing to chan.ge 

t.og.eth.er, as a te.am, it m.ak.es it p.oss.ible f.or w.in-w.in o.utc.om.es, wh.ich ar.e 

m.utu.ally ben.ef.ic.i.al. 

 v.  Chan.ge Yo.ur Patt.erns: C.ommun.icati.on Sk.ills  

• Spe.ak.ing Sk.ills: In this act.ivity, you'll le.arn fo.ur imp.ortant t.ips to how to 

be a g.oo.d spe.ak.er. 

• L.et yo.ur P.artn.er In: P.ay.ing attenti.on to the w.ay you st.art imp.ortant 

c.onv.ersati.ons with yo.ur p.artn.er is pr.obably the m.ost imp.ortant Spe.ak.er t.ip we 

can off.er to lead to a pr.oduct.ive c.onv.ersati.on. 

• Open Up: Sh.ar.ing yo.ur em.oti.ons, esp.ec.i.ally h.idden on.es can h.elp yo.ur 

p.artn.er listen to what you ar.e s.ay.ing. 

• Ask f.or H.elp: Ask.ing f.or h.elp often sends the m.essa.ge that you be.li.eve, 

with yo.ur p.artn.er‘s co.op.erati.on, you can jo.intly s.olve what.ev.er pr.obl.em it is 

you‘.re fac.ing. 

• St.art with a P.osit.ive: If you st.art with s.om.eth.ing you l.ike abo.ut what 

yo.ur p.artn.er is do.ing, it can h.elp yo.ur p.artn.er be m.or.e open to the th.ings that 

w.ill be h.ard.er to he.ar lat.er in the c.onv.ersati.on. 

• Do n.ot Jud.ge: Sh.ar.ing yo.ur em.oti.ons is imp.ortant when you‘.re the 

spe.ak.er.  

B.ut just b.ec.ause you st.art with ―I fe.el…‖ do.esn‘t mean it expr.ess.es em.oti.on – 

often it h.id.es a judg.ment.  

• Watch T.one of Vo.ice: Even if you sh.ar.e yo.ur h.idden em.oti.on, a bl.am.ing 

or judg.ment.al to.ne w.ill pu.t yo.ur p.artn.er on the d.efens.ive.  

K.ey th.ings to r.em.emb.er:  

  P.ay attenti.on to the w.ay you t.alk just as much as what you ar.e t.alk.ing 

abo.ut.  

  When you f.ind yo.urs.elf to.o angry or ups.et, t.ake a b.re.ak you ar.e l.ik.ely to 

m.ake th.ings w.orse. T.ell yo.ur p.artn.er you w.ill be back in f.ive m.in.ut.es aft.er you 

c.alm down and can t.alk abo.ut it in a h.elpful w.ay.  
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• Avo.id S.olv.ing Pr.obl.ems R.ight Aw.ay: As the Spe.ak.er, yo.ur f.irst j.ob is 

to "L.et Yo.ur P.artn.er In". Once yo.ur p.artn.er knows WHY you want to chan.ge, 

yo.ur p.artn.er m.ay h.ave s.om.e g.oo.d ideas f.or chan.ge that you h.aven't thought of.  

 

St.ep 3:   Listen.ing Sk.ills  

Be.ing a g.oo.d spe.ak.er w.ill only g.et you h.alfw.ay in c.onv.ersati.ons with yo.ur 

p.artn.er. It is just as imp.ortant if n.ot m.or.e imp.ortant to be a g.oo.d listen.er!  

• Summ.arize What Yo.ur P.artn.er is S.ay.ing: To l.et yo.ur p.artn.er know 

you he.ard h.im/h.er, summ.arize what you he.ard. This is NOT the ti.me to off.er 

yo.ur own s.ide of the st.ory or to disag.ree with yo.ur p.artn.er. 

• Ask yo.ur p.artn.er if you g.ot ev.eryth.ing: Aft.er you'.re do.ne 

summ.ariz.ing, asks yo.ur p.artn.er, "D.id I g.et ev.eryth.ing?" That w.ill allow yo.ur 

p.artn.er to add anyth.ing that he/she fe.els is imp.ortant, as we.ll as expr.ess what.ev.er 

else th.ey h.ave to s.ay. 

• Switch in.to the Spe.ak.er r.ole: If you h.ave do.ne a g.oo.d j.ob summ.ariz.ing 

and yo.ur p.artn.er has been able to fully expr.ess his/h.er po.int of view, yo.ur p.artn.er 

w.ill now be much m.or.e l.ik.ely to listen to what you'.re abo.ut to s.ay. 

 ii.  The Imp.ortance of Summ.ariz.ing  

The reas.on to summ.arize what yo.ur p.artn.er sa.id is so yo.ur p.artn.er knows you 

he.ard h.im or h.er. When you summ.arize, yo.ur p.artn.er knows that you ar.e 

listen.ing and you do und.erstand.   

a.  T.ips f.or when you ar.e Summ.ariz.ing 

B.elow ar.e t.ips to h.elp you summ.arize:  

•Ask if you ar.e n.ot su.re: It‘s ok.ay to ask yo.ur p.artn.er to s.ay s.om.eth.ing aga.in if 

you ar.e n.ot su.re abo.ut it. R.em.emb.er it is ok.ay to include th.ings you disag.ree 

with. Summ.ariz.ing th.ings do.esn‘t mean you ag.ree with th.em. You can s.ay ―It

fe.els to you l.ike…‖ or ―You th.ink that…‖. 
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St.ep 4:   Chang.ing Yo.ur Patt.erns 

B.elow ar.e t.ips on how you can chan.ge yo.ur Patt.ern of C.ommun.icati.on.  

i. W.ays to Chan.ge Yo.ur Own Beh.avio.ur: L.et‘s f.irst th.ink abo.ut w.ays you 

can impr.ove or p.re.vent the patt.ern by chang.ing the w.ay you act b.ef.or.e and d.ur.ing 

a discussi.on of the c.or.e iss.ue.  

• M.ake su.re yo.ur p.artn.er knows you‟.re ready. If you ar.e an avo.id.er, 

yo.ur p.artn.er m.ight n.ot re.alize that you‘d l.ike to st.art a c.onv.ersati.on, esp.ec.i.ally 

s.ince it‘s n.ot s.om.eth.ing you typ.ic.ally do! So, be v.ery cle.ar. F.or ex.ample, you 

can st.art by s.ay.ing, ―I‘d l.ike to t.alk with you abo.ut s.om.eth.ing imp.ortant.‖ 

• Be in the r.ight p.lace at the r.ight ti.me. When you d.ec.ide to st.art the 

c.onv.ersati.on, ch.oo.se a ti.me and p.lace that w.orks f.or you b.oth. 

• Th.ink abo.ut what it is you want o.ut of the c.onv.ersati.on. Wh.ile yo.ur 

ma.in go.al in the past was pr.obably p.re.vent.ing or m.in.i.miz.ing a f.ight, th.ink abo.ut 

oth.er go.als m.ov.ing f.orw.ard. 

ii. D.ur.ing a Discussi.on  

To ke.ep yo.urs.elf fr.om avo.id.ing the c.or.e iss.ue when it c.om.es up, try the 

f.ollow.ing:  

• T.ake r.esp.ons.ib.ility f.or yo.ur beh.avio.ur. T.ak.ing r.esp.ons.ib.ility 

p.osit.iv.ely s.ign.als to yo.ur p.artn.er that you‘.re w.ill.ing to h.ave a wh.ol.es.om.e 

c.onv.ersati.on with th.em and is l.ik.ely to el.ic.it a s.im.il.ar beh.avio.ur.al r.esp.onse 

fr.om th.em.  

• R.em.emb.er yo.ur Listen.ing t.ips. The listen.ing t.ips you le.arnt e.arli.er w.ill 

c.om.e in handy h.er.e.  

• As the Spe.ak.er, spe.ak yo.ur m.ind! Try to be as open and h.on.est as you 

can abo.ut what you th.ink/fe.el and what you ne.ed fr.om yo.ur p.artn.er, ide.ally in 

n.on-bl.am.ing t.erms.  

• T.ake a b.re.ak – b.ut c.ar.efully! If you‘.re fe.el.ing attack.ed, or ne.ed a 

b.re.ak fr.om the c.onv.ersati.on, t.ell yo.ur p.artn.er that you ne.ed to st.op the 

c.onv.ersati.on.  
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D.on‘t just w.alk aw.ay – that‘ll l.ik.ely m.ake th.ings w.orse. W.ork t.og.eth.er to 

sch.edule a m.utu.ally ben.ef.ic.i.al appo.int.ment at wh.ich ti.me you w.ill c.ont.in.ue 

yo.ur discussi.on.  

iii. Chang.ing Yo.ur R.esp.onse to Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s Beh.avio.ur  

To m.ake a c.onv.ersati.on go we.ll, th.ink b.oth abo.ut the beh.avio.urs you‘.re do.ing 

AND the beh.avio.urs yo.ur p.artn.er is do.ing.  

iv. W.ays to Impr.ove Yo.ur R.esp.onse to Yo.ur P.artn.er‟s Beh.avio.ur  

• Do n.ot be D.efens.ive. No matt.er yo.ur typ.ic.al r.ole in the Patt.ern of 

c.ommun.icati.on, when pe.ople fe.el bl.am.ed, the c.omm.on r.esp.onse is to d.efend 

aga.inst the accusati.ons th.ey fe.el ar.e be.ing made aga.inst th.em. If you b.ec.om.e 

d.efens.ive, yo.ur p.artn.er w.ill l.ik.ely t.urn up the v.olu.me and bl.am.e even m.or.e.  

• Summ.arize even if you do.n‟t ag.ree with it. You do.n‘t h.ave to ag.ree 

with th.ings that you do.n‘t fe.el ar.e c.orr.ect or fa.ir – b.ut try to summ.arize th.em.  

• Watch yo.ur beh.avio.ur. When yo.ur p.artn.er bl.am.es, it‘s re.ally easy to 

f.all in.to yo.ur Patt.ern beh.avio.ur as we.ll. So, try yo.ur b.est to int.errupt the Patt.ern 

and s.ave yo.ur re.lati.onsh.ip.  

• Ch.eck in with yo.ur p.artn.er. If you st.art to n.ot.ice yo.ur p.artn.er bl.am.ing, 

it m.ight be h.elpful to p.ause and ch.eck-.in with h.im/h.er.  

• R.em.emb.er DEEP Und.erstand.ing: R.em.emb.er.ing yo.ur DEEP 

und.erstand.ing m.ay h.elp you t.ake a de.ep b.reath and be m.or.e acc.ept.ing in the 

m.om.ent.  

• Use Spe.ak.er/Listen.er Sk.ills: B.ef.or.e a c.onv.ersati.on st.arts, try 

approach.ing yo.ur p.artn.er in a d.iff.er.ent w.ay m.ay.be via ema.il or text when you 

want to discuss s.om.eth.ing imp.ortant.  

• STOP: When all else fa.ils, s.om.eti.m.es you just ne.ed to end the 

c.onv.ersati.on. D.on‘t just w.alk aw.ay that w.ill pr.obably m.ake th.ings w.orse. 

Instead, f.irst t.ell yo.ur p.artn.er you w.ill t.alk abo.ut it lat.er when you‘ve b.oth 

c.alm.ed down.  
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v. T.ips to Impr.ove R.ec.ov.ery M.eth.od  

Th.er.e is no r.ight or wr.ong w.ay to r.ec.ov.er fr.om a c.onfl.ict around yo.ur c.or.e 

iss.ue.  

Ho.we.v.er, b.ec.ause the two of th.em d.iff.er in the w.ays th.ey l.ike to r.ec.ov.er, it‘s

imp.ortant that th.ey do.n‘t l.et that d.iff.er.ence m.ake th.ings w.orse.  

 

vi. R.ole of Ap.ol.ogi.es  

Ap.ol.ogiz.ing is v.ery imp.ortant, b.ut it is imp.ortant that you do.n‘t yo.ur att.empt at 

h.av.ing a discussi.on d.ev.olv.es in.to a d.ebate abo.ut who should ap.ol.ogize. 

vii.Chang.es to My R.ec.ov.ery Patt.ern  

Now that you‘ve had a chance to re.view how you b.oth r.ec.ov.er fr.om yo.ur c.or.e 

iss.ue, it‘s ti.me to s.el.ect what you would l.ike to chan.ge abo.ut what the two of you 

do. F.irst, write what you can do to impr.ove this patt.ern.  

Chang.es I can m.ake:   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

A s.ec.ond chan.ge I want to m.ake: (If you can't th.ink of one, write 'N.one')  

_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chang.es I would l.ike my p.artn.er to m.ake to his/h.er r.ec.ov.ery patt.ern 

What chan.ge(s) can my p.artn.er m.ake to impr.ove his/h.er r.ec.ov.ery patt.ern?  

Chang.es my p.artn.er can m.ake to the w.ay he/she r.ec.ov.ers:  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

A s.ec.ond chan.ge I want my p.artn.er to m.ake: (.if you can‟t th.ink of one, write  

„n.one‟)  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• P.ost-T.est: Adm.in.istrati.on of P.ost-T.est  

The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e g.iven the p.ost-t.est instru.ments. The r.ese.arch.er thank.ed the 

p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co-.op.erati.on wh.ile a t.oken g.ift was g.iven to each one of 

th.em in appr.ec.iati.on of the.ir p.art.ic.ipati.on in the pr.ogr.am.me.  

 

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mends the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir un.re.lent.ing 

co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e enco.urag.ed to ut.ilize eff.ect.iv.ely the sk.ills th.ey 

h.ave acqui.r.ed via the int.erventi.on pr.ogr.am.me.  

 

 

CONTROL GROUP  

S.essi.on 1  

T.op.ic: Adm.in.istrati.on of p.re-t.est instru.ments  

Obj.ect.ive: To adm.in.ist.er.ed p.re-t.est instru.ments to the p.art.ic.ipants.  

St.ep 1:  The r.ese.arch.er f.am.ili.ariz.ed with m.emb.ers of the group.  The r.ese.arch.er 

also exp.la.in.ed to p.art.ic.ipants that the pr.ogr.am.me is ma.inly f.or r.ese.arch 

pu.rp.os.es only and that the.ir supp.ort and co-.op.erati.on is h.ighly ne.ed.ed.    

St.ep 2: The p.re-t.est instru.ments w.er.e adm.in.ist.er.ed on the p.art.ic.ipants.  
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S.essi.on 2:  

T.op.ic: Open and Distance Le.arn.ing Educati.on in N.ig.eria  

Obj.ect.iv.es: The f.ollow.ing obj.ect.iv.es w.er.e achi.ev.ed at the end of this s.essi.on:  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to illustrate the imp.ortance of Open and 

Distance Le.arn.ing Educati.on in N.ig.eria   

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e able to exp.la.in the r.ole of int.ernati.on.al a.gen.ci.es 

and the d.ev.el.op.ment of Open and Distance Educati.on in N.ig.eria  

Act.ivity 

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e w.armly we.lc.om.ed and the r.ese.arch.er intr.oduc.ed 

the t.op.ic: the imp.ortance of Open and Distance Le.arn.ing Educati.on in N.ig.eria 

• The r.ese.arch.er exp.la.in.ed what int.ernati.on.al a.gen.ci.es ar.e and the.ir 

c.ontr.ib.uti.ons to the d.ev.el.op.ment of Open and Distance Educati.on in N.ig.eria. 

 

St.ep 1:  The Imp.ortance of Open and Distance Le.arn.ing Educati.on in 

N.ig.eria Educati.on is inh.er.ently a d.ev.el.op.ment.al pr.oc.ess. Distance le.arn.ing is a 

f.orm of le.arn.ing in wh.ich, unl.ike the traditi.on.al syst.em of le.arn.ing, the teach.er 

and the students do n.ot h.ave to be in the s.am.e phys.ic.al l.ocati.on.   

 

St.ep 2:  Ad.vantag.es of Distant Le.arn.ing Educati.on  

Am.ong oth.er ben.efits, the ma.in ad.vanta.ge of distance le.arn.ing is that it is 

flex.ible and allows you to fit yo.ur le.arn.ing around yo.ur w.ork and h.om.e l.ife.  

St.ep 3:  Disad.vantag.es of Distant Le.arn.ing Educati.on  

The maj.or downs.ide is that you w.ill n.ot enj.oy the c.onv.ivi.ality of be.ing on a 

c.am.pus and rubb.ing should.ers with f.ellow students on a da.ily basis.  

St.ep 4: Int.ernati.on.al A.gen.ci.es and the D.ev.el.op.ment of Open and Distance  

Educati.on in N.ig.eria  

As exp.la.in.ed e.arli.er, the l.ink b.et.ween educati.on and d.ev.el.op.ment inf.orm.ed the 

di.r.ecti.on and p.ol.ic.i.es of c.ont.inu.ing int.erventi.ons of d.ev.el.op.ment a.gen.ci.es l.ike 

the U.nit.ed Nati.ons Educati.on, S.cient.if.ic, and Cult.ur.al Orga.nizati.on (UNESCO), 

the C.omm.on.we.alth of Le.arn.ing (COL), British Counc.il, Lit.eracy Enhanc.em.ent
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Assistance Pr.ogr.am (LEAP), and oth.ers. Th.ese int.ernati.on.al a.gen.ci.es h.ave 

assist.ed N.ig.eria (and the Afr.ican re.gi.on in gen.er.al) in the d.ev.el.op.ment and 

tra.in.ing of distance educati.on instit.uti.ons and the.ir st.aff. It is on r.ec.ord that 

UNESCO and the COL lent the.ir exp.ertise in the establish.ment of the NTI, at a 

ti.me when N.ig.eria fac.ed an ac.ute sh.orta.ge of qu.al.ifi.ed teach.ers.  

 i.  Pr.ov.id.ers of Distant Le.arn.ing Educati.on in N.ig.eria  

In N.ig.eria, distance educati.on is be.ing pr.ov.id.ed by b.oth pr.iv.ate and publ.ic 

instit.uti.ons.  

Th.ey ar.e:   

a. Pr.iv.ate Instit.uti.ons: G.ov.ern.ment-.appr.ov.ed pr.iv.ate instit.uti.ons include 

the f.ollow.ing:   

(i) Ex.am Succ.ess C.orr.esp.ondence C.olle.ge, Lag.os  

(ii) W.al.to.n S.ol.om.on and Ass.oc.iat.es L.imit.ed, Lag.os  

(iii) N.ig.eria T.echn.ic.al C.orr.esp.ondence C.olle.ge  

(iv) B.os.ede Bus.in.ess Tra.in.ing C.olle.ge, Ibadan  

 

b. Publ.ic Instit.uti.ons: Th.ese c.onsist of the f.ollow.ing:   

(i) Un.iv.ersity of Lag.os C.orr.esp.ondence and Open Studi.es Instit.ute (COSIT). 

 

(ii) Nati.on.al Teach.ers' Instit.ute, Kaduna  

(iii) Ahmadu B.ello Un.iv.ersity, Z.aria  

(iv) Instit.ute of Manag.em.ent and T.echn.ol.ogy, Enugu  

(v) Imo State Un.iv.ersity, Ok.ig.we  

(vi) Un.iv.ersity of Ibadan, Ibadan  

(vii) Scho.ol Broadcasts  

(viii) The Nati.on.al OPEN Un.iv.ersity of N.ig.eria  

(ix) Un.iv.ersity of Ab.uja, Ab.uja  
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Ass.ign.ment 

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e ask.ed to write f.ive ad.vantag.es of ut.iliz.ing the Distance 

Le.arn.ing Educati.on opp.ortu.niti.es in N.ig.eria.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.arks:  

• The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mends the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co.op.erati.on.  

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e r.em.ind.ed to do the.ir h.om.ew.ork   

• P.art.ic.ipants w.er.e int.imat.ed with the ti.me and ven.ue f.or the next s.essi.on.  

SESSION 3  

TOPIC:  Adm.in.istrati.on of P.ost-T.est Instru.ment.  

Obj.ect.ive: Adm.in.istrati.on of p.ost-t.est instru.ment.  

Act.ivity:   

• The p.art.ic.ipants w.er.e w.armly we.lc.om.ed and the h.om.ew.ork was 

re.view.ed t.og.eth.er with the r.ese.arch.er.  

• The p.ost-t.est instru.ments w.er.e adm.in.ist.er.ed aft.er wh.ich the r.ese.arch.er 

g.ave the p.art.ic.ipants s.om.e couns.ell.ing t.alks on the imp.ortance of Open and 

Distance Educati.on in N.ig.eria. The r.ese.arch.er also enco.urag.ed the p.art.ic.ipants 

to alw.ays fe.el f.ree to se.ek f.or assistance c.onc.ern.ing what was discuss.ed d.ur.ing 

the s.essi.ons.  

• The r.ese.arch.er thank.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir co-.op.erati.on wh.ile a 

t.oken was g.iven to each one of th.em in appr.ec.iati.on of the.ir p.art.ic.ipati.on in the 

pr.ogr.am.me.  

Cl.os.ing R.em.ark:  

The r.ese.arch.er c.om.mend.ed the p.art.ic.ipants f.or the.ir ti.me and eff.ort.  

3.10 Data An.alysis  

S.imple p.ercenta.ge and An.alysis of C.ov.ariance (ANCOVA) w.er.e the maj.or 

statist.ic.al to.ols empl.oy.ed in this study. S.imple p.ercenta.ge was us.ed to an.alyse 

the d.em.ogr.aph.ic ch.aract.erist.ics of the r.esp.ondents, wh.ile ANCOVA was us.ed to 

t.est the hyp.oth.es.es on the ma.in eff.ects and int.eracti.on of t.reat.ments and the 

m.od.erat.ing v.ariable at 0.05 l.ev.el of s.ign.if.icance. Also, sch.effe p.ost-h.oc an.alysis 

was us.ed to d.et.erm.ine the extent of the s.ign.if.icance of the ma.in eff.ects of the 
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ind.ependent and m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es. Th.emat.ic An.alysis was us.ed f.or F.ocus.ed 

Group Discussi.on (FGD). F.ocus.ed Group Discussi.on wh.ich was c.onduct.ed 

ai.m.ed at ga.in.ing inf.ormati.on on the p.ersp.ect.ive and experience of participants 

concerning marital dissatisfaction. 
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CHAPTER FOUR  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

This ch.apt.er pr.esents the r.esults and summ.ary of f.ind.ings. The study 

inv.est.igat.ed the Imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy and Int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple 

th.er.apy on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic 

Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State. 

4.1 Result and Interpretation 

D.em.ogr.aph.ics Ch.aract.erist.ics of the R.esp.ondent.  

Table 1 re.ve.als that o.ut of 96 r.esp.ondents, 51% of th.em ar.e b.et.ween 36-40 

ye.ars, 44.9% of the r.esp.ondent ar.e b.et.ween 41 ye.ars and ab.ove, wh.ile 4.1% of 

the r.esp.ondents ar.e b.et.ween be.low 35 ye.ars. 99% of th.em h.ave been m.arri.ed 

more than 3 ye.ars, wh.ile 1% of th.em h.ave been m.arri.ed for less than 3 ye.ars. 

56.3% of th.em ar.e f.em.ale wh.ile 44% of th.em ar.e m.ale. 50% of th.em w.er.e 

exp.os.ed to Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (group 1), wh.ile 50% of th.em w.er.e 

exp.os.ed to Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (group 2). This impli.es that 

m.ost of the r.esp.ondents with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on ar.e b.et.ween 36-40 ye.ars of 

a.ge. Majority of them with m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on h.ave been m.arri.ed f.or more 

than 3 ye.ars with less than 3 ch.ild.ren. More importantly, b.oth groups h.ave equ.al 

numb.er of int.ervie.we.es. 

 

Hyp.oth.esis One: Th.er.e w.ill be no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of t.reat.ment on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es.   

To t.est this hyp.oth.esis, An.alysis of C.ov.ariance (ANCOVA) was ad.opt.ed to 

an.alyse the p.ost-t.est sc.or.es of the p.art.ic.ipants on the.ir m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

us.ing the pr.et.est sc.or.es as c.ov.ariate to asc.erta.in if the p.ost exp.eri.ment.al 

d.iff.er.enc.es ar.e statist.ic.ally s.ign.if.icant.  

The table 2 show.ed that th.er.e is as.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es (F (2, 77) = 

151.781, p < 05, 2= 798). This impli.es that th.er.e was a s.ign.if.icant d.iff.er.ence in 

the m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of the t.reat.ment groups. Th.er.ef.or.e, the null hyp.oth.esis 
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is rej.ect.ed. The table f.urth.er re.ve.als that t.reat.ment groups exp.la.in.ed 79.8% 

v.ariance in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on exp.erienc.ed by p.art.ic.ipants. F.or f.urth.er 

cl.ar.if.icati.on on the m.arg.in of d.iff.er.enc.es b.et.ween the t.reat.ment groups and the 

c.ontr.ol group, a Sch.effe p.ost-h.oc an.alysis was c.om.pu.t.ed and the r.esults is as 

shown in the Tabl.es 4.2 r.esp.ect.iv.ely.  

Table 3, re.ve.als that exp.eri.ment.al group I (Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT)) 

(   =61.4333) had the low.est mean wh.ile the exp.eri.ment.al group II (Int.egrat.ive 

Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT)) (   =83.0333) and c.ontr.ol group (   

=105.8056). By impl.icati.on, Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT) was m.or.e p.otent 

in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of the m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic 

ch.urch.es than Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy (IBCT). The co.eff.ic.ient 

of d.et.erm.inati.on (Adjust.ed R2 = 840) ov.er.all ind.icat.es that the d.iff.er.enc.es that 

e.xist in the group account f.or 84% in the v.ariati.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es.  

 

Hyp.oth.esis Two: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Table 2 f.urth.er shows that th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on; F(2,77)= 4.363, p<0.05, η2= 0.102. Hence the null 

hyp.oth.esis is rej.ect.ed. This impli.es that th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant d.iff.er.ence in the 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als with low and h.igh l.ev.el of 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. The table f.urth.er re.ve.als that l.ev.el of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status accounts f.or 10.2% v.ariance in the m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als. F.or f.urth.er cl.ar.if.icati.on on the m.arg.in of d.iff.er.enc.es am.ong the 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status l.ev.els, a Sch.effe p.osth.oc an.alysis was c.om.pu.t.ed and the 

r.esults is as shown in the Tabl.es 4 r.esp.ect.iv.ely.  

Table 4, re.ve.als that p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (  = 72.83) 

r.ec.ord.ed the least m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e, f.ollow.ed by th.ose with 

m.od.erate s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (  = 86.98) and th.ose with low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status (  = 91.55). By impl.icati.on, p.art.ic.ipants with low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status 
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ar.e m.or.e pr.one to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on than th.ose with m.od.erate and h.igh 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status.   

 

Hyp.oth.esis Th.ree: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.  

Table 2 f.urth.er shows that th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on; F(1,77)= 8.928, p<0.05, η2= 0.104. Hence the null 

hyp.oth.esis is rej.ect.ed. This impli.es that th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant d.iff.er.ence in the 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als with low and h.igh l.ev.el of 

re.l.igi.osity. The table f.urth.er re.ve.als that l.ev.el of re.l.igi.osity exp.la.in.ed 10.4% 

v.ariance in the m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. To f.urth.er cl.ar.ify 

wh.er.e the d.iff.er.ence li.es, a pa.ir-wise c.omp.aris.on was c.om.pu.t.ed us.ing 

b.onf.er.on.ni c.orr.ecti.on the r.esult is shown in table 10. 

Table 5 re.ve.als that aft.er c.ontr.oll.ing f.or the eff.ect of p.re-t.est m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on sc.or.e, p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status displ.ay.ed 

low.er (  = 85.369) m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e than th.ose with 

lows.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (  = 93.368). By impl.icati.on p.art.ic.ipants‘ with low

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status h.ave h.igh.er tendency to exp.erience m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

than th.ose with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status.  

 

Hyp.oth.esis Fo.ur: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

Table 2 show.ed that th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es (F (4, 77) = 2.771, p < 05, 2= 126). Hence, the null hyp.oth.esis 

is rej.ect.ed. This impli.es, that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status s.ign.if.icantly m.od.erat.ed the 

eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. The 

int.eracti.on eff.ect b.et.ween t.reat.ment and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status account.ed f.or 

12.6% v.ariance in p.art.ic.ipants‘ m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. To f.urth.er cl.ar.ify wh.er.e
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the d.iff.er.ence li.es, a pa.ir-wise c.omp.aris.on was c.om.pu.t.ed us.ing b.onf.er.on.ni 

c.orr.ecti.on the r.esult is shown in table 6.  

Table 6 shows that aft.er c.ontr.oll.ing f.or the eff.ect of p.re-t.est m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on mean sc.or.e, exp.eri.ment.al group I (IRT) was m.or.e m.od.erat.ed by 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status than exp.eri.ment.al group II (IBCT) and c.ontr.ol group. 

P.art.ic.ipants in exp.eri.ment.al group I r.ec.ord.ed v.ary.ing l.ev.el of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on bas.ed on the.ir s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status. IRT was m.or.e eff.ect.ive in 

r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status ( = 59.88) than th.ose with m.od.erate (  = 61.78) and low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status ( = 66.48). Wh.ile IBCT was also eff.ect.ive in r.educ.ing m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on of p.art.ic.ipants with h.igh s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status ( = 70.49) than 

th.ose with m.od.erate (  = 85.39) and low s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status (  = 85.62).  

 

Hyp.oth.esis F.ive: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and 

re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic 

Ch.urch.es.  

The r.esults in table 2 ind.icat.ed that th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of 

t.reat.ment and re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es; (F (2, 77) = 2.662, p > 05, 2= 065). Th.er.ef.or.e, the null 

hyp.oth.esis was acc.ept.ed. This impli.es that re.l.igi.osity d.id n.ot s.ign.if.icantly 

m.od.erate the eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als.   

 

Hyp.oth.esis Six: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity and 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of 

Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.   

The r.esults in table 2 ind.icat.ed that th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es (F (2, 77) = 0.675, p > 05, 2= 017). Th.er.ef.or.e, 

the null hyp.oth.esis was acc.ept.ed. This impli.es that s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status d.id n.ot 
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s.ign.if.icantly m.od.erate the eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.   

 

Hyp.oth.esis S.even: Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant th.ree-w.ay int.eracti.on eff.ect of 

t.reat.ment, re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.  

The r.esults in table 2 ind.icat.ed that th.er.e was no s.ign.if.icant th.ree-w.ay 

int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment, re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es (F (4, 77) = 0.637, 

p > 05, 2= 032). Th.er.ef.or.e, the null hyp.oth.esis was acc.ept.ed. By impl.icati.on, 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status ar.e n.ot s.ign.if.icant m.od.erat.or of the eff.ect 

of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  
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S.ecti.on A: D.em.ogr.aph.ics Ch.aract.erist.ics of the R.esp.ondent.  

Table 1: P.ercenta.ge Distr.ib.uti.on of R.esp.ondents Demographics 

A.ge (B.irth)  F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  
.be.low 35 ye.ars  3   4.1%  

36-40 ye.ars  49  51%  

41 ye.ars and ab.ove  44  44.9%  

Ye.ars  F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  
B.elow 3 Ye.ars  1  1%  

Ab.ove 3 Ye.ars  95   99%  

Gend.er  F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  
M.ale  42  44%  
F.em.ale  54  56.3%  

Tr.ib.e   F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  
Y.oruba   34  35.5%  

Igbo   57  59.3%  

Oth.ers   5  5.2%  

Numb.er of Ch.ild.ren  F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  

N.one  2  2.1%  

B.elow 3 Ch.ild.ren  48  50%  

Ab.ove 3 Ch.ild.ren  46  47.9%  

Int.erview   F.re.q.uency  P.ercent (%)  

Group 1  5  50%  

Group 2   5  50%  

  So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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Table 2: Summ.ary of 3x3x2 An.alysis of C.ov.ariance (ANCOVA) Show.ing the 

S.ign.if.icant Ma.in and Int.eract.ive Eff.ect of T.reat.ment Groups, S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

Status and R.el.igi.osity am.ong M.arri.ed Ind.iv.idu.als in Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es.  

So.urce  Type III Sum 

of Squ.ar.es  

df  Mean 

Squ.ar.e  

F  S.ig.  P.arti.al 

Eta  

Squ.ar.e 

d  

C.orr.ect.ed M.od.el  35240.116a 18  1957.784  28.726  .000  .870  

Int.erc.ept  2281.184  1  2281.184  33.471  .000  .303  

P.re-t.est  59.104  1  59.104  .867  .355  .011  

T.reat.ment   20688.960  2  10344.480  151.781  .000  .798  

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status  594.667  2  297.333  4.363  .016  .102  

R.el.igi.osity   608.467  1  608.467  8.928  .004  .104  

T.reat.ment group * 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status  
755.498  4  188.874  2.771  .033  .126  

T.reat.ment group * 

re.l.igi.osity  
362.865  2  181.433  2.662  .076  .065  

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status * 

re.l.igi.osity  
91.944  2  45.972  .675  .512  .017  

T.reat.ment group * 

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status *  

.re.l.igi.osity  

173.628  4  43.407  .637  .638  .032  

Err.or  5247.873  77  68.154     

T.ot.al  731201.000  96      

C.orr.ect.ed T.ot.al  40487.990  95      

a. R Squ.ar.ed = 870 (Adjust.ed R Squ.ar.ed = 840)  

So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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Table 3: Sch.effe P.ost-h.oc An.alysis Show.ing the S.ign.if.icant D.iff.er.enc.es of 

M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on am.ong V.arious T.reat.ment Groups and the C.ontr.ol Group  

T.reat.ment group  N  Subs.et f.or alpha = 0.05  

1  2  3  

Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip Th.er.apy (IRT)  32  61.4333    

Int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al Couple Th.er.apy 

(IBCT)  
31  

 
83.0333  

 

C.ontr.ol group (CG)  33    105.8056  

S.ig.   0.035  0.043  0.022  

So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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Table 4: Sch.effe P.ost-h.oc An.alysis Show.ing the S.ign.if.icant D.iff.er.enc.es of 

M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on bas.ed on l.ev.els of S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status   

S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic Status  N  Subs.et f.or alpha = 0.05  

1  2   

Low S.oc.io – Ec.on.om.ic Status  33  91.5517    

M.od.erate S.oc.io – Ec.on.om.ic Status  31   86.977   

H.igh S.oc.io – Ec.on.om.ic Status  32    72.833  

S.ig.   0.050  0.053  0.045  

So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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Table 5 B.onf.er.on.ni c.orr.ecti.on pa.ir-wise c.omp.aris.on show.ing the s.ign.if.icant 

d.iff.er.ence in the m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als bas.ed on the.ir 

l.ev.el of re.l.igi.osity of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al.  

(I)    R.el.igi.osity (J)    R.el.igi.osity 

Mean 

D.iff.er.ence  

(I-J)  Std. Err.or  S.ig.c 

H.igh   re.l.igi.osity    

(  = 85.369)  

Low   re.l.igi.osity  7.999  .965  .003  

Low   re.l.igi.osity    

(  = 93.368)  

H.igh   re.l.igi.osity  -7.999  .965  .003  

So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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Table 6 B.onf.er.on.ni c.orr.ecti.on pa.ir-wise c.omp.aris.on show.ing the int.eracti.on 

eff.ect of t.reat.ment and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of 

m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als  

T.reat.ment group   S.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

Status  

Mean  Std. Err.or  

IRT  

Low SES  61.787a 2.435  

m.od.erate SES  66.480a 2.593  

h.igh SES  59.888a 4.524  

IBCT  

Low SES  85.627a 3.199  

m.od.erate SES  85.392a 2.429  

h.igh SES  70.493a 2.705  

C.ontr.ol  

Low SES  106.275a 3.769  

M.od.erate SES  103.106a 1.998  

High SES  107.915a 2.370  

So.urce: fi.eld s.urv.ey, 2020 
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4.1b Qu.alitat.ive Report of Data from FGD 

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on  

M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is a phen.om.en.on that is gradu.ally b.ec.om.ing a pand.em.ic 

am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es the w.orld ov.er. It is a known fact that m.arriag.es 

exp.erience c.onfl.icts of one k.ind or the oth.er wh.ich w.ill ne.ed to be r.es.olv.ed if 

b.oth spous.es ar.e to c.ont.in.ue enj.oy.ing the.ir m.arria.ge. The r.esp.ondents 

int.erview.ed una.ni.mously ag.re.ed that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on e.xist.ed am.ong 

m.arri.ed coupl.es. Acc.ord.ing to n.ine o.ut of the ten r.esp.ondents int.erview.ed, 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on is expr.ess.ed in the f.orm of disag.re.em.ents b.et.ween b.oth 

spous.es, wh.ich could be as a r.esult of p.ers.on.al d.iff.er.enc.es. F.or a chan.ge of 

p.ersp.ect.ive, one r.esp.ondent sa.id m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on man.if.est.ed in the f.orm of 

r.educ.ed or in.eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on b.et.ween spous.es.  

C.aus.es of M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on  

A numb.er of fact.ors h.ave been ident.ifi.ed as be.ing r.esp.ons.ible f.or m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es in the study ar.ea. Th.ey include sexu.al 

dissatis.facti.on, f.inan.ci.al d.iff.iculty and frug.ality, ext.ern.al infl.uenc.es, po.or or 

in.eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on, disc.ontent, ind.iv.idu.al d.iff.er.enc.es, and lack of 

und.erstand.ing, am.ong oth.ers.   

P.er the r.esp.ondents, sexu.al dissatis.facti.on is a maj.or c.ause of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed coupl.es as re.ve.al.ed by the op.in.i.ons of r.esp.ondents 

A, I and C who g.ave an ins.ight that po.or sexu.al satis.facti.on fr.om esp.ec.i.ally the 

husband was a lead.ing reas.on f.or m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Acc.ord.ing to 

R.esp.ondent I, when a man is unable to satisfy his w.ife sexu.ally, he w.ill ad.opt 

s.om.e d.efence m.echa.nisms such as throw.ing of tantrums to c.ov.er up f.or his 

inab.ility.  

The f.inan.ci.al status of the f.am.ily is an.oth.er ident.ifi.ed fact.or r.esp.ons.ible f.or 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on as re.ve.al.ed by R.esp.ondents A, E and J. acc.ord.ing to th.ese 

r.esp.ondents, the man, as the head of the f.am.ily, is r.esp.ons.ible f.or me.et.ing the 

bas.ic ne.eds of the f.am.ily, wh.ich include the pr.ovisi.on of f.oo.d, sh.elt.er and 

cl.oth.ing. Inab.ility to me.et th.ese ne.eds is su.re to be lead to m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 
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on the p.art of the w.ife. S.im.il.arly, acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondent E, frug.ality on the p.art 

of the husband can be int.erpr.et.ed as dish.on.esty and can also c.ause m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on.  

The unch.eck.ed infl.uence of ext.ern.al p.arti.es such as friends and re.lat.iv.es is 

an.oth.er r.ec.ipe f.or m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondents A, D and I. 

acc.ord.ing to th.em, the judg.ments of re.lat.iv.es is s.om.eti.m.es bias.ed and the.ir 

unch.eck.ed infl.uence ov.er a spouse could lead to an unh.appy m.arria.ge.  

Manag.em.ent of M.arit.al dissatis.facti.on  

The fact.ors ident.ifi.ed as be.ing us.eful f.or the manag.em.ent of m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on include: r.educ.ing or el.im.inat.ing the infl.uence of ext.ern.al p.arti.es 

on the couple, se.ek.ing h.elp fr.om prof.essi.on.al couns.ell.ors, g.oo.d and eff.ect.ive 

c.ommun.icati.on, show.ing c.ommit.ment and s.elfl.essn.ess, am.ong oth.ers.   

P.er R.esp.ondents G and F, se.ek.ing h.elp fr.om prof.essi.on.al couns.ell.ors is a viable 

w.ay to mana.ge m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. With the exp.erience, couns.ell.ors ar.e able 

to pr.ov.ide cust.omis.ed and pragmat.ic s.ol.uti.ons to h.elps coupl.es achi.eve m.arit.al 

satis.facti.on. Ho.we.v.er, acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondent F, coupl.es must be w.ill.ing to 

int.ern.alize and apply the r.ec.om.mendati.ons of the couns.ell.ors in ord.er to see 

r.esults. Acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondents B and D, r.educ.ing or el.im.inat.ing the infl.uence 

of ext.ern.al p.arti.es such as friend and re.lat.iv.es is a g.oo.d w.ay to st.art manag.ing 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. D.ur.ing ti.m.es of disag.re.em.ent b.et.ween coupl.es, it is 

usu.ally b.est to is.ol.ate the coupl.es fr.om the infl.uence of ext.ern.al p.arti.es who 

s.om.eti.m.es c.ause m.or.e h.arm than g.oo.d by be.ing p.arti.al.  

 

Enhanc.em.ent of M.arit.al Satis.facti.on  

Enhanc.em.ent of m.arit.al satis.facti.on inv.olv.es coupl.es‘ att.empt at lead.ing full.er, 

r.ich.er l.iv.es as coupl.es. Acc.ord.ing to the r.esp.ondents, fact.ors wh.ich can enhance 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on include: g.oo.d und.erstand.ing b.et.ween coupl.es, pr.op.er 

orientati.on of m.arria.geable ind.iv.idu.als, eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on, m.utu.al r.esp.ect, 

s.inc.erity, and prudence am.ong oth.ers. Acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondent H, m.arria.geable 

ind.iv.idu.als should be orient.ed on what the instit.uti.on of m.arria.ge is, as we.ll as 
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educat.ed on the r.ol.es and d.uti.es exp.ect.ed of th.em as husband or w.ife. This 

orientati.on s.erv.es as the foundati.on f.or a succ.essful m.arria.ge. Also, acc.ord.ing to 

R.esp.ondent F, eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on is a c.om.puls.ory in ord.er to enhance 

m.arit.al satis.facti.on. S.ince b.oth coupl.es r.epr.esent two d.iff.er.ent ind.iv.idu.als, 

eff.ect.ive c.ommun.icati.on is vit.al in ord.er to br.id.ge the d.iv.ide b.et.ween b.oth 

spous.es with re.g.ards to the.ir ind.iv.idu.al d.iff.er.enc.es and to f.orm last.ing b.onds of 

l.ove and und.erstand.ing. Lastly, acc.ord.ing to R.esp.ondents F and G, und.erstand.ing 

b.et.ween coupl.es is a vit.al ingr.edient when enhanc.ing m.arit.al satis.facti.on is the 

obj.ect.ive.   

 

4.2 Discussion of Findings 

The first hypothesis stated that there will be no significant main effect of treatment 

on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of catholic churches. After 

testing the hypothesis using ANCOVA at 0.05 alpha level, the result shows that 

there was significant main effect of treatment on marital dissatisfaction among 

married individuals of catholic churches. This implies that there is a significant 

difference in the marital dissatisfaction among married individuals. The scheffe 

posthoc analysis further reveals that experimental group I (Imago Relationship 

Therapy (IRT)) had the lowest marital dissatisfaction post-test mean score, 

followed by experimental group II (Integrative Behavioural Couple Therapy 

(IBCT)) and control group. By implication, Imago Relationship Therapy (IRT) 

was more effective in reducing marital dissatisfaction of the married individuals of 

catholic churches than Integrative Behavioural Couple Therapy (IBCT). The result 

of this study is consistent with Pitner and Bailey (1998) who investigated 110 

couples who exposed to nine different imago relationship therapy workshops 

(called ―Getting the Love You Want‖) across the United States. He reported an

increase in their Marital Satisfaction Scale-Short Form scores after the workshop 

and again at six weeks after the completion of the workshop.  

Similarly, various empirical evidences were at pal with the result of this study, 

some of which reported a significant increase in couples marital satisfaction after 
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participating in a short-term intervention of imago relationship therapy (Hannah et 

al., 1997; Luquet and Hannah, 1996) and participation in the imago relationship 

therapy workshop (Hogan, Hunt, Emerson, Hayes, and Ketterer, 1996) reported an 

improvement in marital satisfaction and reduction in conflict. From all indication 

imago relationship therapy appears to provide couples the skills to deal with the 

four relationship patterns which were predictors of marital dissatisfaction: 

criticism, defensiveness, stonewalling, and contempt. However, imago theory 

offers an antidote to the negative relationship attitudes that have been found to be 

indicators of marital dissatisfaction (Markman and Hahlweg, 1993).   

On the other hand, integrative behavioural couple therapy was also found to be 

effective in reducing marital dissatisfaction although not as effective as the Imago 

therapy. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of integrative behavioural couple therapy  

corroborated with Jakubowski et al. (2004) who found that integrative couple 

therapy to be an efficacious marriage enrichment programme with longitudinal 

data available to demonstrate the effectiveness of this programme.  

In the same vein, series of empirical studies also found that couples that 

participated in the integrative couple therapy, when compared to control couples, 

had more stable relationships, improved communication in the short-term, 

improved or maintained a high level of relationship satisfaction in the long term, 

exhibited lower levels of negative communication, had fewer instances of negative 

communication and husbands reported greater relationship satisfaction (Markman, 

Floyd, Stanley and Storaasli, 2008; Markman, Renick, Floyd, Stanley and 

Clements, 1993). It can be plausible to affirm that imago therapy appears to be 

very effective in a short while above integrative couple therapy. However, 

provides an insight that integrative couple therapy gain more effectiveness on the 

long run rather than on a short rum. 

 

The second hypothesis stated that there is no significant main effect of religiosity 

on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of Catholic Churches. The 

hypothesis was tested using ANCOVA at 0.05 alpha level of significance. The 
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result shows that there was a significant main effect of religiosity on marital 

dissatisfaction. This indicates that the marital dissatisfaction among married 

individuals varies along their religiosity status. The post-hoc analysis showed that 

married individuals with high religiosity recorded low marital dissatisfaction than 

those with low religiosity. This result agrees with the findings of Kalmijn (1998) 

who discovered that, if couples share similar knowledge and beliefs about religion 

this may encourage positive communication, interactions, and mutual 

understanding. More so, Curtis and Ellison (2002) also reported that religious and 

denominational similarity among couples may facilitate a greater likelihood for 

consensus when it comes to family matters and joint decisions on these issues. 

Attending a church also provides a close network of support. 

It is understandable to note that been religious and marital dissatisfaction might not 

align owing to the idea that religiosity could create feelings of guilt and failure if a 

divorce occurred (e.g., I am violating a vow I made to God), compared to less 

religious individuals who may be more likely to view dissatisfaction as an 

acceptable solution to deal with unrewarding marriages. More importantly, 

individuals with high religiosity are likely to consider external disapproval if they 

divorce because their friends and family members object to divorce on religious 

grounds (e.g., divorce represents a serious spiritual failure). While, individuals 

who are less religious is capable of easily finding an alternative to begin with and 

subsequently more likely to divorce and remarry. While for some, a feeling of 

guilt, failure, or shame may prevent them from returning to a religious institution. 

In the word of Curtis and Ellison (2002), religious teachings provides substantive 

elements in the form of specific guidelines for spousal roles that shape identities, 

attitudes, and behaviours, spouses in remarriages and complex family structures 

may find it difficult to fulfill the roles and expectations that are defined and set 

forth by religious institutions.  

 

The third hypothesis states that there is no significant main effect of 

socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of 
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Catholic Churches. The hypothesis was tested using ANCOVA at 0.05 alpha level 

of significance. The result shows that there was a significant main effect of 

socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of 

Catholic Churches. This implies that there is a significant difference in the marital 

dissatisfaction experienced among married individuals. The scheffe post-hoc 

analysis further showed that married individual with high socioeconomic status 

had the least marital dissatisfaction post-test score, followed by those with 

moderate and low socioeconomic status. 

This result aligns with the findings of Lane (2000), who found that socioeconomic 

status has become an area of increasing concern with respect to marital 

dissatisfaction the world over. Since a spouse wants assurance that their husband 

will be ready to take care of them financially, that will influence their wellbeing. In 

the same vein, Aina (2007) who examined the relationship between socioeconomic 

status and marital dissatisfaction; also found that the relationship between 

socioeconomic status and marital satisfaction was stronger for families with higher 

levels of socioeconomic status than those with lower levels of socioeconomic 

status.  

Similarly, the result of this study also support the findings of Wilcox, (2009) who 

reported that income, employment, debt, assets, and the division of household 

labor all shape the quality and stability of married life. In other words, earning, 

spending, saving, and sharing money are integral dimensions of contemporary 

married life. In the same vein, empirical literature had a consensus that financial 

issues are a common source of discord in personal, marital, and family 

relationships (Hibbert and Beutler, 2001; Poduska and Allred, 1990; Voydanoff, 

1990). To find a plausible explanation this in the Nigerian context is very popular. 

The financial responsibility of the home is expected to be handled by the man, 

however, where the man is not capable to meet the required need or where the 

woman is doing the mans job without any appreciation there is bound to be 

problem.  
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The fourth hypothesis states that there is no significant interaction effect of 

treatment and socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction among married 

individuals of Catholic Churches. The hypothesis was tested using ANCOVA at 

0.05 alpha level of significance. The result revealed that there was a significant 

interaction effect of treatment and socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction 

among married individuals of Catholic Churches. This suggests that 

socioeconomic status of married individual moderated the effect of treatment on 

their marital dissatisfaction. The marginal mean using bonferroni correction 

revealed that married individuals with high socioeconomic status among each of 

the treatment group were found to display the least marital dissatisfaction score 

followed by those with moderate and low socioeconomic status. Nevertheless, 

socio-emotional status of participants exposed to Imago Relationship Therapy 

(IRT) were found to reveal lower marital dissatisfaction tendency across levels 

than those exposed to Integrative Behavioural Couple Therapy and control. By 

implication socioeconomic status of married individual moderated the effect of 

Imago Relationship Therapy (IRT) on marital dissatisfaction more than Integrative 

Behavioural Couple Therapy and control. The result of this study confirms the 

findings of Idialu (2003) who found that socioeconomic status could act as a 

protective factor that could decrease marital dissatisfaction among married 

individual such as financial stress.  

Similarly, Dew (2007) indicated in his study that consumer debt plays an important 

role in eroding the quality of married life. Consumer debt have been found to fuel 

a sense of financial unease among couples, and increases the likelihood of a 

quarrel over money matters; moreover, this financial unease casts a pall over 

marriages in general, raising the likelihood of an argue over issues other than 

money and decreasing the time they spend with one another.  

In the same vein, Britt, Grable, Briana, Goff and White, (2008) reported that 

perceptions of how well one‘s spouse handles money also play a role in shaping

the quality and stability of family life. When individuals feel that their spouse does 

not handle money well, they report lower levels of marital happiness. Similarly, 
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Amato and Roger, (1997) confirms that the feeling that one‘s spouse spent money

foolishly increased the likelihood of divorce for both men and women. More so, 

the result of this study agrees with Amato and (Previti), 2003 and Kitson (1992) 

who found in their separate studies that their reasons for divorcing differed by 

socioeconomic status, such that lower-SES individuals were more likely to 

attribute their divorce to issues such as abuse, financial problems, employment 

problems, and criminal activities, whereas higher-SES individuals were more 

likely to attribute their divorce to personality clashes, incompatibility, and lack of 

communication.  

It is easily justifiable in the Nigerian context that not having enough finance to 

meet the needs of the home might create rancor if it persists. For instance, if 

newlywed couples having huge unsettled debt are likely to be less happy in their 

marriages over time. In the word of Dew, (2009), it can be inferred that marriages 

having assets instead of debt sweeten and solidify the ties between spouses. Assets 

minimize any sense of financial unease that couples feel, with the result that they 

experience less conflict. Assets also decrease the likelihood of marital 

dissatisfaction and divorce. Interestingly, the protective power of assets only works 

for wives, and for two reasons. First, wives with more marital assets are happier in 

their marriages and, as a consequence, are less likely to seek separation. Second, 

assets make wives more reluctant to pursue a divorce because they realize that 

their standard of living would fall markedly after a divorce (Dew, 2009). In a 

nutshell, financial freedom plays a significant roles in reducing marital 

dissatisfaction in marriages. 

 

The fifth hypothesis states that there is no significant interaction effect of treatment 

and religiosity on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of Catholic 

Churches. The hypothesis was tested at 0.05 alpha level of significance. The result 

shows that there was no significant interaction effect of treatment and religiosity 

on marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of Catholic Churches. This 

implies that religiosity did not significantly moderate the effect of treatment on 
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marital satisfaction. The result of this study does not in congruence with Mahoney, 

Pargament, Tarakeshwar and Swank (2001) who confirmed that ―such benefits of

church membership could occur regardless of particular religious‘ beliefs about

family life. 

Similarly, the result of this study disagrees with Marks (2005) who interviewed 

seventy-six highly religious minded Muslim, Jewish, Mormon, and Christian 

married couples to examine the religions‘ three dimensions (religious practice,

spiritual practice and, and faith community) and their impact on marriage. He 

found that religiosity and harmony of faith in God and practice and beliefs 

prolonged the marital functioning of religious couples. While, in the study of 

Booth and Edwards (1992) who confirmed from multiple phone interviews with 

2,033 married individuals and concluded that their marriages are more fragile 

because they are less likely to have positive social supports, they are more likely to 

see divorce as a solution, and there are fewer available partners with whom they 

have similar values to choose from.  

It is plausible to understand that majority of the findings where religious beliefs 

helped their marital satisfaction were not exposed to imago therapy neither were 

they exposed to integrated couple therapy which shows that those studies drew 

inferences based on religious beliefs impact on marital dissatisfaction. More so, 

the substantive element of religion is the combination of beliefs and practices 

promoted by religious institutions that shape the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours 

of individuals. One substantive element of religion is the assertion that marriage 

should be a lifelong commitment and, therefore, in most situations divorce is not 

justifiable. However, after been exposed to these therapies it would have enhance 

their various religious beliefs owing to the fact that none of the principles of the 

therapy encouraged separation or divorce. On this premise it will be difficult to 

find a significant interaction effect because religion will find it difficult to 

moderate the effect of treatment on the marital dissatisfaction of married 

individual since the principles of the therapies and religion principles align. 
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The sixth hypothesis states that there is no significant interaction effect of 

religiosity and socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction among married 

individuals of Catholic Churches. The hypothesis was tested using ANCOVA at 

0.05 alpha level of significance. The result showed that there was no significant 

interaction effect of religiosity and socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction. 

This implies that socioeconomic factor did not significantly moderate the effect of 

religiosity on marital dissatisfaction. This result negates the findings of Randal and 

Alan (2013) who reported that religious beliefs concerning relational values (e.g., 

forgiveness, commitment and sacrifice) indirectly improve marriage satisfaction 

and quality. Similarly, Nathaniel and David (2006) reported in their study that 

beliefs about the sanctification of marriage may help married couples resolve 

conflict by preventing conflict, improving conflict resolution and enhancing 

relationship reconciliation.  

On the other hand, this study also corroborated with Bramlett and Mosher, (2002) 

and Raley and Bumpass, (2003) who revealed in their various studies that 

maintaining a fulfilling marriage more challenging within low-income 

communities, where rates of separating and divorce are nearly twice as high as in 

more affluent communities. Recognizing the heightened vulnerability of low-

income couples, and the severely negative consequences of divorce for low-

income spouses and their children (e.g., poverty, mortality, lower education). This 

result shows that level of religiousity and socioeconomic status does not work 

together to reduce marital dissatisfaction. To provide a plausible explanation, it is 

easy to infer that literature has only shown proof of reduced marital dissatisfaction 

owing to increase socioeconomic status and high religiosity. Which indicates that 

married individuals with low socioeconomic status and high religiosity have not 

been found to reduce marital dissatisfaction although their might not be marital 

dissolution. Likewise, married individuals with high socioeconomic status and low 

religiosity have not been found to reduce marital dissatisfaction. On this premise, 

religion and socioeconomic status cannot interact to reduce marital dissatisfaction 

among married individuals.  
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The seventh hypothesis states that there is no significant three-way interaction 

effect of treatment, religiosity and socioeconomic status on marital dissatisfaction 

among married individuals of Catholic Churches. The hypothesis was tested using 

ANCOVA at 0.05 alpha level of significance. The result showed that there was no 

significant three-way interaction effect religiosity and socioeconomic status on 

marital dissatisfaction among married individuals of Catholic Churches. The result 

of this study is incongruence with the findings of Austin, Macdonald, and 

MacLeod (2018) who reported that religious couples have negative feelings about 

divorce and are willing to sacrifice for each other to maintain their marriage. They 

further discovered that religiosity and its components, religious commitment and 

religious practice along with influential factors, were associated with the marital 

satisfaction of married couples. Similarly, Curtis and Ellison (2002) reported in 

their study that religious and denominational similarity among couples facilitates 

greater likelihood for consensus when it comes to family matters and joint 

decisions on these issues. This however dictates that attending a church also 

provides a close network of support. On the other hand, literature has also 

confirmed that families with high socioeconomic status are not likely to have 

problems of dissatisfaction. However, literature has not been able to establish if 

high socioeconomic status and low religiosity can record low marital 

dissatisfaction. This justifies that satisfaction is based on the meeting of expected 

needs by a party from the other party of the marital relationship. It is therefore 

difficult to record a three-way interaction of treatment, socioeconomic status and 

religiosity among married individuals.  

In contrast, situations where religiosity manage marital dissatisfaction beyond the 

religious ingredients that encourage unity and social connection between couples 

(Chatters and Taylor, 2005), some religious connections provides assistance 

towards boosting socioeconomic status of the couples which makes religiousness 

appear more powerful in marital dissatisfaction management. In the report of 

Taylor and Chatters (1988) and Chatters and Taylor (2005) who observed that the 
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more involved people are in their church networks, the greater the support they 

typically receive. They further note that ―marital and family events such as divorce

and separation may be stigmatized occurrences that may curtail support from 

church networks‖. On this premise, religiosity and socioeconomic status will need

to be high enough to have an effective therapeutic intervention. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The ch.apt.er pr.esents the summ.ary, c.onclusi.on, r.ec.om.mendati.ons and 

c.ontr.ib.uti.ons to knowl.ed.ge as we.ll as l.imitati.ons to the study and sugg.esti.ons f.or 

f.urth.er studi.es. 

5.1   Summ.ary 

 This study f.ocus.ed on inv.est.igat.ing the eff.ects of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and 

int.egrat.ive couple th.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State, N.ig.eria. 

             The f.re.q.uency of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong many m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als 

in r.ecent ti.m.es is al.arm.ing, c.aus.ing m.arit.al frustrati.on, distr.ess, s.ep.arati.on, 

d.iv.orce and death. This inc.rease in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on has c.ons.eq.uently l.ed to 

an inc.rease in the numb.er of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als suff.er.ing fr.om l.ong-t.erm 

illn.ess.es l.ike str.oke and hyp.ertensi.on and with r.educ.ed s.urv.iv.al rat.es. Th.er.e has 

also been an inc.rease in the numb.er of dissatisfi.ed m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als with 

ment.al he.alth issu.es l.ike d.epr.essi.on and gen.er.aliz.ed an.xi.ety dis.ord.er. Although 

maj.ority of th.ese m.arri.ed coupl.es usu.ally attend pr.em.arit.al couns.ell.ing s.essi.ons 

(wh.ich ar.e usu.ally orga.niz.ed by re.l.igious b.odi.es such as ch.urch.es and m.osqu.es), 

unf.ortunat.ely, d.espite the.ir b.est intenti.ons, th.ese m.arriag.es st.ill b.re.ak down.  

In the s.am.e ve.in, m.ost m.arriag.es ar.e f.orm.aliz.ed by cust.om, law and 

occasi.on.ally the coupl.es t.ake m.arit.al vows that should b.ond the couple t.og.eth.er 

in l.ove and u.nity ―unt.il death do th.em p.art. Ho.we.v.er, many ind.iv.idu.als that to.ok 

the oaths do n.ot re.ally und.erstand the pu.rp.ose and th.er.e.by f.ind it d.iff.icult to ke.ep 

it to the end. C.ons.eq.uently, this has l.ed to an inc.rease in m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, 

wh.ich has now b.ec.om.e a gl.ob.al m.al.ady with the r.esultant eff.ect be.ing f.elt n.ot 

only by the p.arti.es inv.olv.ed, b.ut also by the l.arg.er s.oc.i.ety. H.appen.ings am.ong 

Christians has l.eft one in doubt as to wh.eth.er th.er.e is any j.oy or satis.facti.on in 

m.arria.ge, with r.ec.ur.rent nagg.ing, abus.ing, disr.esp.ect.ing qu.ar.re.ll.ing or f.ight.ing 

am.ong ch.urchgo.ing m.arri.ed p.ers.ons that s.om.eti.m.es r.esult to s.ep.arati.on, d.iv.orce 

or, in extr.em.e cas.es, m.urd.er (R.onza.ni, 2007).   
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 The r.ese.arch study was pr.esent.ed in f.ive ch.apt.ers f.ocus.ing on gen.er.al 

intr.oducti.on, the Background to the study, Stat.em.ent of the pr.obl.em, pu.rp.ose of 

the study, R.ese.arch hyp.oth.es.es, R.ese.arch qu.esti.ons, S.ign.if.icance of the study, 

Sc.ope of the study and f.in.ally the op.erati.on.al d.ef.in.iti.on of c.onc.epts as us.ed in the 

study. Fo.ur r.ese.arch qu.esti.ons w.er.e rais.ed to s.erve as gu.id.es to the study wh.ile 

e.ight hyp.oth.es.es in all w.er.e f.ormu.lat.ed f.or the study. 

The pr.esent study is anch.or.ed on the Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al 

Dissatis.facti.on. The the.ory h.olds that assumpti.on that when two pe.ople m.arry, in 

s.om.e cas.es, th.ey h.ope the.ir m.arria.ge w.ill last all the.ir l.iv.es. Oth.ers be.li.eve the.ir 

re.lati.onsh.ip w.ill last as l.ong as th.ey l.ove the oth.er p.ers.on. Also, th.er.e ar.e pe.ople 

who c.onditi.on the.ir m.arit.al status to the satis.facti.on of the.ir sexu.al ne.eds and 

the.ir re.qui.r.em.ents in t.erms of aff.ecti.on and pr.ot.ecti.on (Bradb.ury, F.inch.am and 

Beach, 2015; Sabat.elli and R.ip.oll, 2004). As P.oma (2012) establish.ed, r.ese.arch 

f.ind.ings illustrate that sexu.al int.imacy is str.ongly re.lat.ed to m.arit.al satis.facti.on.  

On the one hand, when pe.ople l.ive t.og.eth.er as coupl.es, th.ey m.ay reass.ess the.ir 

go.als and wish.es of r.ema.in.ing t.og.eth.er and d.ec.ide to end the re.lati.onsh.ip 

(McNulty and K.arn.ey, 2004). In oth.er cas.es, the idea of c.ont.inu.ing the 

re.lati.onsh.ip m.ay p.ersist f.or many ye.ars, as th.er.e m.ay be pow.erful p.ers.on.al 

fact.ors that m.ot.iv.ate do.ing so and b.ec.ause th.er.e is a g.reat de.al of satis.facti.on 

d.er.iv.ed fr.om the re.lati.onsh.ip. Am.ong th.ese ci.rcumstanc.es, coupl.es und.ergo 

d.iff.er.ent exp.erienc.es that c.onditi.on the co.urse of the.ir re.lati.onsh.ips.   

 Emp.ir.ic.al ev.idence on Ev.ol.uti.on.ary The.ory of M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on 

shows that, through the ye.ars, each couple‘s re.lati.onsh.ip c.ons.ol.idat.es its own 

m.arit.al traj.ect.ory acc.ord.ing to the m.emb.ers‘ exp.erienc.es and p.ers.on.al 

ch.aract.erist.ics, the int.eracti.on of the spous.es, and the.ir c.ontext (C.arb.onne.au and 

V.all.erand, 2013; L.avn.er and Bradb.ury, 2012). The study ad.opt.ed a 

c.onc.ur.rent mix.ed d.es.ign, us.ing f.ocus.ed group discussi.on anda p.re-t.est-p.ost-t.est, 

c.ontr.ol group quasi-exp.eri.ment.al d.es.ign with a 3x3x2 fact.ori.al matrix. 

D.escr.ipt.ive statist.ics and and An.alysis of C.ov.ariance (ANCOVA) w.er.e the maj.or 

statist.ic.al to.ols empl.oy.ed in this study. S.imple p.ercenta.ge was us.ed to an.alyse the 
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d.em.ogr.aph.ic ch.aract.erist.ics of the r.esp.ondents, wh.ile ANCOVA was us.ed to t.est 

the hyp.oth.es.es on the ma.in eff.ects and int.eracti.on of t.reat.ments and the 

m.od.erat.ing v.ariable at 0.05 l.ev.el of s.ign.if.icance. Also, sch.effe p.ost-h.oc an.alysis 

was us.ed to d.et.erm.ine the extent of the s.ign.if.icance of the ma.in eff.ects of the 

ind.ependent and m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es. C.ontent An.alysis was us.ed f.or F.ocus.ed 

Group Discussi.on (FGD). F.ocus.ed Group Discussi.on wh.ich was c.onduct.ed ai.m.ed 

at ga.in.ing inf.ormati.on on the p.ersp.ect.ive, und.erstand.ing the mean.ing c.onstruct.ed 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on re.g.ard.ing the couple events and exp.erienc.es d.ur.ing m.arit.al 

l.ife. 

The r.esult of the f.ind.ings of this study includ.es the f.ollow.ing am.ong oth.ers: 

 Th.er.e is as.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of t.reat.ment on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on 

am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es.  

 Th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on  

 Th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on  

 Th.er.e is a s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

 Th.er.e is no s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect of re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic 

status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es  

 Th.er.e was no s.ign.if.icant th.ree-w.ay int.eracti.on eff.ect of t.reat.ment, 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es. 

 

5.2 R.ec.om.mendati.ons  

The f.ollow.ing r.ec.om.mendati.ons ar.e g.iven bas.ed on the f.ind.ings of this study.  

1. The eff.ect.iven.ess of imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy and int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy should be inc.orp.orat.ed in to the ch.urch.es couns.ell.ing 

s.essi.ons  
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that pr.ec.ede w.edd.ing c.er.emo.ni.es as we.ll as in the pr.oc.edu.re of fulf.ill.ing the 

re.qui.r.em.ent f.or co.urt m.arriag.es by w.ay of ind.octr.inati.on, as th.ese th.er.api.es w.ill 

h.elp in r.educ.ing the l.ik.el.ih.oo.d of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in m.arriag.es.  

2. Ch.urch couns.ell.ing u.nits can ad.opt the rudi.ment of imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy in h.elp.ing to r.es.olve m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on issu.es am.ong coupl.es h.av.ing 

ch.alleng.es in c.op.ing with each oth.er.  

3. The two th.er.api.es should be us.ed as m.arria.ge enhanc.em.ent th.er.api.es f.or 

m.arri.ed coupl.es.  

4. L.ev.els of s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status had int.eracti.on eff.ects on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on, th.er.ef.or.e magistrate co.urt ar.e en.jo.in.ed to c.onf.irm that ev.ery man 

that c.om.e to se.ek the co.urts c.onsent should show a pr.oof of what th.ey do f.or a 

l.iv.ing b.ef.or.e been g.iven p.ermissi.on to pr.oce.ed with the.ir w.edd.ing pr.ep.arati.ons.  

 

5.3       C.ontr.ib.uti.on to the body knowl.ed.ge  

The f.ind.ings of this study h.ave c.ontr.ib.ut.ed to knowl.ed.ge in the f.ollow.ing w.ays; 

1. This study has add.ed to the e.xist.ing lit.eratu.re on the eff.ect.iven.ess of 

imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple psych.oth.er.api.es in the 

r.educti.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

2. Lit.eratu.re re.view.ed in this study as we.ll as the tra.in.ing s.essi.ons us.ed in 

ex.ec.ut.ing this study has g.iven a b.ett.er und.erstand.ing of imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy.  

3. This study has f.urth.er establish.ed that although imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy w.er.e eff.ect.ive in r.educ.ing 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als, imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy 

was m.or.e p.otent r.es.olv.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  

4. This study has pr.oven that to exp.erience r.educ.ed m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status must be v.ery h.igh. It f.urth.er d.ictat.es that 

re.l.igi.osity w.ill h.elp in manag.ing em.oti.on.al ne.ed of the couple wh.ile 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status w.ill mana.ge the mat.eri.al ne.ed of the couple.  
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5. This study has f.ill.ed that g.ap in lit.eratu.re wh.ich se.eks the ne.ed to 

establish the eff.ect.iven.ess of th.er.ap.eu.t.ic int.erventi.ons in r.educ.ing m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.    

6. The extens.ive lit.eratu.re re.view.ed in this study b.ett.er exp.la.ins the 

re.lati.onsh.ip that e.xists b.et.ween s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status, re.l.igi.osity and m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on.  

5.4 Impl.icati.on of F.ind.ings  

This study inv.est.igat.ed the eff.ect of imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al couple psych.oth.er.api.es on m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als. The study f.ocus.ed on equ.ipp.ing m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als with sk.ills and 

knowl.ed.ge of how and why c.onfl.icts occ.ur, and then the to.ols and t.ech.niqu.es f.or 

s.olv.ing the issu.es. This is do.ne by unr.av.ell.ing the unc.ons.cious asp.ects of the.ir 

re.lati.onsh.ips and the ro.ot of the.ir c.onfl.icts, rath.er than s.olv.ing pr.obl.ems 

sup.erf.ic.i.ally. It was disc.ov.er.ed fr.om this study that been re.l.igious is n.ot enough 

to r.educe m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on, ho.we.v.er m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als re.qui.re h.igh 

s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status to exp.erience a r.educ.ed m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on.  

The r.esult of this study show.ed that b.oth th.er.api.es (.imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

and int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple psych.oth.er.api.es) w.er.e obs.erv.ed to be 

eff.ect.ive in r.educ.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on. Although imago re.lati.onsh.ip 

th.er.apy was m.or.e eff.ect.ive. This impli.es that irr.esp.ect.ive of the re.l.igious l.ev.el 

and the s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status of a m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.al, th.ey ne.ed to d.ev.el.op 

th.ems.elv.es in re.lati.onsh.ip rath.er than s.elf-.ind.ependence wh.ich inc.rease 

empathy, und.erstand.ing, and c.ommun.icati.on with spouse. This d.ev.el.op.ment 

he.als wounds and unr.es.olv.ed issu.es in int.erp.ers.on.al re.lati.onsh.ip c.reat.ed fr.om 

ch.ildh.oo.d.  

A f.urth.er impl.icati.on was drawn fr.om this study, as it shows that 

re.l.igi.osity and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status had s.ign.if.icant ma.in eff.ect on m.arit.al 

dissatis.facti.on b.ut d.id n.ot h.ave a s.ign.if.icant int.eracti.on eff.ect. This unr.av.els the 

fact that m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on in m.arriag.es sprang o.ut of unm.et ne.eds wh.ich ar.e 
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em.oti.on.al-s.oc.i.al ne.eds and f.inan.ci.al ne.eds. Wh.ich impli.es h.av.ing one witho.ut 

the oth.er is st.ill n.ot s.afe.  

 

5.5        L.imitati.ons of the study 

The s.ampl.ing s.el.ecti.on of this study was l.imit.ed to Lag.os state wh.ich could be a 

g.reat l.imitati.on to the gen.er.alizati.on ow.ing to the fact that Lag.os is the one of the 

m.ost c.iv.iliz.ed env.ir.on.ment in N.ig.eria.  

An.oth.er l.imitati.on of the study is the natu.re of p.art.ic.ipants.  Maj.ority of 

the p.art.ic.ipants ar.e Christians h.av.ing an ev.idence of l.eg.al m.arria.ge und.er the 

cust.om.ary law. Ho.we.v.er, maj.ority of the.ir r.esp.ons.es m.ight be infl.uenc.ed by 

the.ir re.l.igious be.li.efs, ho.we.v.er, it w.ill be d.iff.icult to enf.orce the r.esult of this 

study on n.on-Christians. That is, if this exp.eri.ment is r.epeat.ed am.ong n.on-

Christians the r.esult m.ight n.ot be c.onsistent.   

5.6        Sugg.esti.ons f.or f.urth.er R.ese.arch 

This study found that imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy, int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al 

couple th.er.apy, re.l.igi.osity, and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status had s.ign.if.icant eff.ects on 

m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on of m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als. It was also found that re.l.igi.osity 

and s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status had no int.eracti.on eff.ect. S.ince the study f.ocus.ed on 

cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es in Lag.os state, it is sugg.est.ed that the study be r.epl.icat.ed in 

oth.er ch.urch.es or cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es in oth.er stat.es of N.ig.eria.  

A n.on-exp.eri.ment.al d.es.ign could also be ad.opt.ed wh.er.e mult.iple 

v.ariable would be us.ed in m.od.ell.ing m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed 

ind.iv.idu.als. Oth.er m.od.erat.ing v.ariabl.es oth.er than s.oc.io.ec.on.om.ic status and 

re.l.igi.osity can be c.ons.id.er.ed wh.ich could p.oss.ibly infl.uence the eff.ect.iven.ess of 

imago re.lati.onsh.ip th.er.apy, int.egrat.ive beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.apy in the 

r.educti.on of m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on am.ong m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als.  

 

 

 

 



187 

REFERENCES  

Aderinto A. A. 2004. Marital Dissatisfaction among the Middle Class in Edo and 
Delta States. In K. Bjorkvist & P. Niemela (Eds.), Violence of men and 
women: Aspects of female aggression. San Diego: Academic Press.   

 
Adesina, O. 2015. Psycho-Social Factors as Correlates of Sexual Satisfaction 

among Married Individuals in Lagos State, Nigeria. Unplished Ph.D 
Thesis,  

Submitted to the Department of Guidance and Counselling, University of Ibadan, 
Ibadan  

 
Adeyemi, A.B., Aina, O.I., Eniola, O.A., Adewuyi A. A and Adesina, F. A. 2005. 

The Effect of an Educational Intervention Programme on Reproductive 
Health Decision Making among Couples in South West Nigeria.Tropical 
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Vol 22, No. 1, 122-145  

 
Administration for Children and Families. 2012.  ACF Healthy Marriage 

Initiative. 2012 Retrieved May 3, 2012, 
fromhttp://acf.gov/healthymarriage/ 

 
Ahmadi, C. F, Azad-Marzabadi, R. J and Nabipoor, A. T. 2008. Introduction to 

the special section on contemporary issues in human sexuality: Research 
and Practice. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 63(6), 859-
861.  

 
Ahmadi, D. E and Hossein-abadi, R. B. 2009. Sexual education and couple 

guidance. Lagos: Babs Olatunji Publishers.  
 
Ahmadi, K., Azadmarzabadi, E., and Ashrafi, S.M. 2008. The Influence of 

Religiosity on Marital Satisfaction. Journal of Social Sciences, 4, 103-110.  
 
Aina, O. I. 2004. Marital Dissatisfaction Among Yoruba Middle Class. In: IM 

Thomas, L Erinosho, F Orenuga (Eds.): Domestic Violence among Middle 
ClassNigerians. Lagos: Inter-African Committee, pp. 6-33.   

 
Ainsworth, E. D. 1989. The Conceptualization of Marital Commitment: An 

Integrative Analysis. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 72, 5, 
1177-1196.  

 



188 

Akinade, S.T. 2007. An investigation of the factors determining marital 
satisfaction among elites in Ogbomoso land. Unpublished Masters Thesis 
Department of Guidance and Counselling. University of Ibadan, Ibadan.  

 
Albrecht, N. D and Kunz, A. R. 2010. Family interaction: A multigenerational 

developmental perspective. Boston: Pearson Allyn and Bacon. 4ta. Edición  
 
Albrecht, S., Bahr, H. and Goodman, K. 1983. Divorce and remarriage: Problems, 

adaptations, and adjustments. Westport, CT: Greenwood.   
Ali, C. R, Israr, F. J, Ali, P. Y and Janjua, R. V. 2009.The impact of media 

exposure on males‘ body image.Journal of Social and Clinical 
Psychology, 23, 7-22  

 
Allen K. S., Amy J. R and Jakob F. J. 2014. ―Compassionate Love as a

Mechanism Linking Sacred Qualities of Marriage to Older Couples‘
Marital Satisfaction.‖ Journal of Family Psychology 28 (2014): 594–603.  

 
Alumanah, J.N-E. 2004. ‗Domestic Violence Among Igbo Middle Class.‘ In

Thomas, I.M.,   Erinosho, L. and Orenuga, F. ed.  Domestic Violence 
Among Middle Class Nigerians.  Inter-African Committee (IAC) (Nigeria)  
Monograph Series on Harmful and Beneficial Practices in Nigeria, No. 5.   
ISBN 978-33273-4-8. Lagos: IAC.   

 
Amato P. R, and Previti D. 2003. People‘s reasons for divorcing: Gender, social

class, the life course, and adjustment. Journal of Family Issues. 
2003;24:602–626.  

 
Amato, A. R, Johnson, R. T, Booth, K. R and Rogers, K. T. 2003. Reconciling 

Divergent Perspectives: Judith Wallerstein, quantitative family Research 
and Children of Divorce. Family Relations, 52.  

 
Amato P R and Booth A. 1997.A generation at risk: Growing up in an era of 

family upheaval. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press  
 
Amato P.R. 2001. Children of divorce in the 1990s. An update of the Amato and 

Keith (1991) meta-analysis. Journal of Family Psychology 15: 355–75.   
 
Amato, P. R. 2010.Research on divorce: Continuing trends and new 

developments. Journal of Marriage and Family, 72(3), 650–666.  



189 

 
Amato, A. R. 2010. Marital communication. In E. A. Uwe and A. E. Obot (2010) 

(eds.). Marriage counselling: Issues and solutions. Calabar, Nigeria.  
 
Amato, P. R. and Rogers, S. J. 1997. A longitudinal study of marital problems and 

subsequent divorce. Journal of Marriage and the Family 59, 612-624.   
 
Amato, P.R. 1993. The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children. 

Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62, 1269-1287.  
 
American Civil Liberty Union Women‘s Right Project, 2007.

http:www.adu.org/files PDF%20 paper.4.pdf. 22/07/2015   
 
American Psychological Association. 2001.  Task Force on Socioeconomic 

Status. Report of the APA Task Force on Socioeconomic Status. 
Washington, DC.  

 
American Psychological Association. 2006. Evidence-based practice in 

psychology. American Psychologist, 61, 271-285.  
 
Amutabi, M.N. 2003. The 8-4-4 system of education. International Journal of 

Educational Development 23(2003) P.P.127-144   
 
Andersen, J. D. 2005. Financial problems and divorce: Do demographic 

characteristics strengthen the relationship? Journal of Divorce and 
Remarriage, 43, 149 – 161.   

 
Anderson, D. A. 2008. Special Series: Dissemination. The Behavior Therapist, 

31, 10-21.  
 
Animasahun, R. A and Fatile, E. A. 2011. Patterns of marital instability among 

married couples in Lagos, Nigeria Journal of African Studies and 
Development Vol. 3(10), pp. 192-200  

 
Animasahun, R.A. and Oladeni, O.O. 2013. Effects of Assertiveness Training and 

Marital Communication Skills in Enhancing Marital Satisfaction among 
Baptist Couples in Lagos State, Nigeria.  

 



190 

Anthony, E. R. 2003. Research on divorce: Continuing trends and new 
developments. Journal of Marriage and Family, 72, 650 - 666.  

 
Anthony, M. J. 1993. The relationship between marital satisfaction and religious 

maturity. Religious Education, 88, 97–108  
 
Archer, J. 2000. Sex differences in aggression between heterosexual partners: A 

metaanalysis review. Psychologie Bulletin., 126: 651-680.   
 
Aremu, A.O. 2000. Impact of home, school and government on primary school 

pupils‘ academic performance. Journal of the exceptional child. Vol. 5, 
No 1, pp 106-110  

 
Armitage, C.J., Panagioti, M., Abdul Rahim, W., Rowe, R., and O'Connor, R.C. 

2015. Completed Suicides and Self-harm in Malaysia: A Systematic 
Review. General Hospital Psychiatry, 37 (2). pp. 153-165. ISSN 0163-
8343.  

 
Asikhia, O.A. 2010, ―Students and teachers‘ perception of the causes of poor 

academic performance in Ogun State secondary schools, Nigeria : 
Implications for Counselling for National Development‖, European
Journal of Social Sciences. 13(2):229-249  

 
Austin P., Macdonald J., and MacLeod R. 2018. Measuring Spirituality and 

Religiosity in Clinical Settings: A Scoping Review of Available 
Instruments. Religions; 9:70.   

 
Azize, N. Z. 2013. Couples and money: The last taboo. The American Journal of 

Family Therapy, 40, 1–19.    
 
Babcock, R. D, Gottman, A. T, Ryan, S. H and Gottman, R. P. 2013. The 

therapistparent alliance in family-based therapy for adolescents. Journal of 
Clinical Psychology, 56, 1037-1050  

 
Bahr, H. M and Chadwick, B. A. 2005. Religion and family in Middletown, USA. 

Journal of Marriage and Family, 47, 407- 414.  
 



191 

Balcom, A. R. 1996.The relationship between family functioning and marital 
conflict of couples on the divorce. Knowledge and research in applied 
psychology. 2013 (13) 11-21  

 
Banks, S. D. 2011. Integrating religion and spirituality into treatment for late-life 

anxiety: three case studies. Cognitive and Behavioral Practice; 19(2): 346-
58.  

 
Bao, W., Whitbeck, L. B., Hoyt, D. R., and Conger, R. D. 1999. Perceived 

parental acceptance as a moderator of religious transmission among 
adolescent boys and girls. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 61, 362–
374   

 
Barrett, A. E., and Turner, R. J. 2005. Family structure and mental health: The 

mediating effects of socioeconomic status, family process and social 
stress. Journal of Health and Social Behaviour , 46, 156-169.  

 
Bartholomew, J. R. 1990. How Do Marital Status, Labor Supply, and Wage Rates 

Interact?‖ Demography, 44(3), 623–747.    
 
Bassey, R. U. 2000. Conflict Resolution in Marriage in E. A. Uwe and A. E. 

Obot,  (Eds). Marriage Counselling Issues and Solutions. Calabar: 
Pyramid.  

 
Basson, A. R. 2001. The Conceptualization of Marital Commitment: An 

Integrative Analysis. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 72, 5, 
1177-1196.  

 
Bateson, G. 1990.Toward a theory of schizophrenia. Behavioral Science 1: 251-

264.   
 
Baucom, A. R, Epstein, S. T and Lataillade, A. K. 2015. The Integration of 

Relationship-Focused Group Therapy with Couples Treatment. 
International Journal of Group Psychotherapy: Vol. 59, Special Issue: 
Models of Combined Psychotherapy: Current Trends in Theory and 
Technique, pp. 109-126    

 



192 

Baucom, J. M and Epstein, A. W. 1990. Research on the nature and determinants 
of marital satisfaction: A decade in review. Journal of marriage and the 
family, 62, 964-980.  

 
Bayat, M. 2015. Evaluate the effectiveness of the attitude of imago therapy on 

love attitudes Isfahan University Students, unpublished paper, University 
of Isfahan.    

 
Beeton, M. F. 2016.Family therapy in clinical practice. New York: Jason 

Aronson.    
 
Beeton, T. A. 2005. Dyadic adjustment and use of Imago skills past participants 

of the  
Getting the love you want. Workshop for couple‘s unpublished doctoral

dissertation. Warden University.   
 
Beit-Hallami, B., and Argyle, M. 1997. The psychology of religious behaviour: 

Belief and experience. London: Routledge. 
   
Belaire, C., & Young, J. (2000). Influences of Spirituality on Counselor Selection. 

Counseling and Values. 44. 10.1002/j.2161-007X.2000.tb00171.x. 
 
Bellah, A. E, Madsen, R. T, Sullivan, T. B, Swidler, P. Y and Tipton, A. W. 

1985.A contextual model for advancing the study of marital interaction. In 
G. J. O. Fletcher and F. D. Fincham (Eds.), Cognition in close 
relationship. 127-147. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.    

 
Bergan, Anne  and McConatha, Jasmin. 2012. Religiosity and Life Satisfaction. 

Activities, Adaptation & Aging. 24. 23-34. 10.1300/J016v24n03_02.  
 
Berg-Cross, T. G. 2001.The transition to parenthood: How a child first changes a 

marriage. Why some couples grow closer and others apart. New York: 
Dell Publishing.  

 
Berry, R. E. and Williams, F. L. 1987. Assessing the relationship between quality 

of life and marital and income satisfaction. Journal of marriage and the 
family, 49, 107-116.  

Bloom, B. 1985. Community mental health: A general introduction. Monterey, 
CA: Brooks-Cole.   



193 

 
Blumstein, P. and Schwartz, P. 1983.American Couples. New York: Willian 

Morrow.   
Bollen, K., Glanville, J. A., and Stecklov, G. 2001. Socioeconomic status and 

class in studies of fertility and health in developing countries. Annual 
Review of Sociology,27, 153–185.  

 
Booth, A., and Edwards, J. N. 1992. Starting over: Why remarriages are more 

unstable. Journal of Family Issues, 13, 179-194.   
 
Booth, A., Johnson, D. R., Branaman, A., and Sica, A. 1995. Belief and 

behaviour:  
Does religion matter in today‘s marriage? Journal of Marriage and the Family, 

57, 661–671   
 
Borkovec, K. F and Grayson, Z. S. 2015.Religiosity and marital satisfaction. 

Contemporary Family Therapy, 28(4), 497-504.  
 
Bornstein, M. C., and Bradley, R. H. 2003. Socio-econmic status, parenting, and 

child development. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.   
 
Bowlby, J. 1969. Disruption of Affectional Bonds and its Effects on 

Behaviour.Canada’s Mental Health Supplement, 59, 12.  
 
Bowlby, J. 1969. Attachment and loss: Vol. I. Attachment, New York: Basic 

Books.    
 
Bowlby, J. 1979. The making and breaking of affectional bonds. New York: 

Brunner- Routledge.    
 
Bowlby, R. H. 1980. Belief and behaviour: Does religion matter in today's 

marriage? Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57(3), 661-671.  
 
Bowlby, R. H. 2017. The use of phenomenology for family research: The search 

for meaning. In D.H. Sprenke and S.M. Moon (Eds.), Research in Family 
Therapy (pp. 83-106). New York: The Guilford Press.  

 



194 

Boyce C.J., and Wood A.M. 2016. Ferguson E. For better or for worse: The 
moderating effects of personality on the marriage-life satisfaction link. 
Personal. Individ. Differ. 2016;97:61–66.   

 
Bradbury, K. J and Fincham, A. R. 1991. The Oral History Rating Scale–Revised: 

Preliminary Evaluation of a Clinician-Rated Measure of Divorce Potential. 
Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, 49(1-2), 110-130.  

 
Bradbury, M. R and Fincham, A. Q. 1990. Forgiveness and Relationship 

Satisfaction: Mediating Mechanisms. Journal of Family Psychology, 
25(4), 551–559.    

 
Bradbury, R., Beach, D., Fincham, T and Nelson, P. 1996. Sex differences in 

human mate preferences: Evolutionary hypotheses tested cultures. 
Behavioural and Brain Sciences, 12, 1-49.    

 
Bradbury, T. N., Fincham, F. D., and Beach, S. R. H. 2015. Research on the 

nature and determinants of marital satisfaction: A decade in review. 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62 (4), 964-980.  

 
Bradley, Robert & Corwyn, Robert. (2002). Socioeconomic Status and Child 

Development. Annual review of psychology. 53. 371-99. 
10.1146/annurev.psych.53.100901.135233. 

 
Bramlett M. D, and Mosher W. D. 2002. Cohabitation, marriage, divorce, and 

remarriage in the United States Vital and Health Statistics. Vol. 23. 
Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics; 2002.  

 
Brandt, F. J. 2004. Evolutionary psychology: a new paradigm for psychological 

science. Psychological Inquiry, 6(1), 1-30.  
 
Bray, B. H. 1987. Parenting practices and family process during early marriage. 

Paper presented at biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Baltimore April 23-26.  

 
Bray, J., and Kelly, J. 1998. Stepfamilies: Love, marriage, and parenting in the 

first decade. New York, NY: Broadway.   
 



195 

Brienna Perelli‐ Harris,Ann Berrington,Nora Sánchez Gassen,Paulina 
Galezewska, andJennifer A. Holland 2017. The Rise in Divorce and 
Cohabitation: Is There a Link? Population and Development 
Review,43(2): 303–329.  

 
Brimhall, K. G and Butler, A. X. 2007. Love and commitment. Origins of the 

social mind: Evolutionary psychology and child development. New York: 
Guilford Press.    

 
Britt, S., Grable, J. E., Briana, S., Goff, N. and White, M. 2008. The influence of 

perceived spending behaviors on relationship satisfaction. Financial 
Counseling and Planning 19, 31-43.   

 
Bronfenbrenner, D. R. 2004. Parenting practices and family process during early 

marriage. Paper presented at biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Baltimore April 23-26.  

 
Broude, E. T. 2004. Family assessment: Current issues in evaluating families. 

Family Relations, 44, 469-477  
 
Brown, R. 1999. Imago relationship therapy. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 

Karimi and Ganji (2016). Asian Journal of Research in Social Sciences 
and Humanities, Vol.6, No. 4, pp. 685-694 694    

 
Brubaker, T. H and Kimberly, J. A. 1993.Challenges to the American family. In 

T. H. Brubaker (ed.). Family relationships: Current and future directions. 
Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 5.   

 
Bugaighis, R. H., Schumm, W. Q., Jurich, R. J and Bollman, S. P. 2005. Marital 

satisfaction and marital violence: Moderating effects of attributional 
processes. Journal of Family Psychology, 11(2), 188-195.  

 
Burman, K. D and Margolin, A. K. 2015.On the role of harmonious and obsessive 

romantic passion in conflict behaviour. Motivation and Emotion, 37(4), 
743757.  

 
Busari, F. 2020, May 14. Lagos Domestic and Sexual Violence Response Team 

Arrests Man Who Beat His Wife and Posted it to Facebook. CaseFile, 
Retrieved from https://casefileng.com/2020/05/14/lagos-domestic-and-



196 

sexualviolence-response-team-arrest-man-who-beat-his-wife-and-posted-
it-onfacebook/  

 
Buss, A. R. 1989. Darwinismo and Ciencias Sociales: una interpretación 

evolucionista de la cultura. (Darwinism and Social Studies: an 
Evolutionary interpretation of culture) Ludus Vitalis, 17(32), 281-306.  

 
Buss, W. T. 2007. Before they said ‗I do‘: Discriminating among marital

outcomes over 13 years. Journal of Marriage and Family, 66, 613–626.  
 
Butler, M. H., Gardner, B. C., and Bird, M. H. 1998. Not just a time-out: Change 

dynamics of prayer for religious couples in conflict situations. Family 
Process, 37, 451–478   

Cade, S. J. 2010. Evolutionary psychology and the generation of culture, part II. 
Case study: A computational theory of social exchange. Ethology and 
Sociobiology 10, 51-97.  

 
Call, C. B and Heaton, F. G. 1997. The psychological foundations of culture. In: 

J. Barkow; L. Cosmides and J. Tooby. The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary 
Psychology and the Generation of Culture. New York: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 19-136.    

 
Call, K. S and Heaton, A. K. 2007. El origen del hombre. México: Editores 

Mexicanos Unidos.    
 
Call, V. R. A., and Heaton, T. B. 1997. Religious influence on marital stability. 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 36, 382–392.   
 
Campbell, P. E and Ellis, Q. Y. 2005. The effectiveness of family intervention for 

psysicadisorder. Journal of Marital and Family, 29:263-281.  
 
Carbonneau, K. L and Vallerand, A. S. 2013.The Big Five and enduring 

marriages. Journal of Research in Personality, 38, 481– 504  
 
Cardwell, J. D. (1980). The social context of religiosity. Lanham, MD: University 

Press of America. 
 



197 

Carlson, A. Z., Kirkpatrick, E. R., Hecker, R. T and Killmer, P. U. 2015. 
Motherhood, marriage timing and marital stability.Social Forces, 61(1), 
258-267. 

 
Carlson, P. S and Stinson, Q. W. 2017. Romantic love: a mammalian brain system 

for mate choice. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. 361, 
2173-2186 Carlson,  

 
P. Y and Stinson, A. E. 2012. Transformative Processes in Marriage: An Analysis 

of Emerging Trends. Journal of Marriage and Family 69, 275–292.  
 
Carr, K. R. 1999.Conceptualizing and measuring “healty marriages” for

empirical research and evaluation studies: A compendium of measures-
part II. Washington, DC: Task One, Child Trends, Inc.    

 
Carrere, P. R and Gottman, A. S. 1999.Getting ready for parenthood. New York: 

Collier Publishers.  
 
Carson, K. M and Green, E. D. 2015. The relationship of conflict resolution styles 

and certain marital satisfaction factors to marital distress. Family Journal, 
9 (3), 259-265.  

 
Castonguay, T. H., Chapin, L. R., Chapin, T. J and Sattler, L. G. 2010.Measures 

for clinical practice: A sourcebook (v.1). New York, NY: The Free Press.    
 
Castro, D. F., Castro, S. K., Castro, P. N and Toro, G. T. 2009.Work life and 

marital dissolution. In G. Levinger and O.C. Moles (Eds), Divorce and 
separation: Context, causes and consequences. New York: Basic Books.  

 
Chatters, L. M., and Taylor, R. J. 2005. Religion and families. In V. L. Bengston, 

A. C. Acock, K. R. Allen, P. Dilworth-Anderson, & D. M. Klein (Eds.), 
Sourcebook of family theory and research (pp. 517-541). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE   

 
Christensen A, Atkins DC, Berns S, Wheeler J, Baucom DH, and Simpson LE. 

2004. Traditional versus Integrative couple therapy for significantly and 
chronically distressed married couples. J Consult Clin Psychol.72(2), 176-
91   

 



198 

Christensen, A., and Jacobson, N. 2000. Reconcilable Differences. New York, 
NY: Guilford.  

 
Christensen, A., Jacobson, N.S. and Babcock, J.C. 1995. Integrative behavioural 

couples therapy. In N.S. Jacobson and A.S. Gurman (Eds.) Clinical 
Handbook for Couples Therapy (pp. 31-64). New York: Guildford.   

 
Christopher G. E., Andrea K. H., Norval D. G, and Kristine E. H. 2011. 

Sanctification, Stress, and Marital Quality.‖ Family Relations: An 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Studies 60 (2011): 404–20.  

 
Chumbler, N. R. (1996). An empirical test of a theory of factors affecting life 

satisfaction: Understanding the role of religious experience. Journal of 
Psychology and Theology, 24, 220-232 

 
Cochran, J., Chamlin, M., Beeghley, L., & Fenwick, M. (2004). Religion, 

Religiosity, and Nonmarital Sexual Conduct: An Application of Reference 
Group Theory. Sociological Inquiry. 74. 70 - 101. 10.1111/j.1475-
682X.2004.00081.x. 

 
Cornwall, E. R. 1989. First Marriages in the United States: Data from the 2006 – 

2010: National Survey of Family Growth. National Health Statistics 
Reports. 49, march 22, 2012  

 
Crittenden, Y. J. 1988. Before they said ―I do‖: Discriminating among marital 

outcomes over 13 years based on premarital data. Journal of Marriage and 
Family, 66, 613-626.  

 
Crowe, E. W. 2005. Demographic trends in the United States: A review of 

research in the 2000s. Journal of Marriage and Family,72 (3), 403-419.  
 
Curtis, K. T., and Ellison, C. G. 2002. Religious heterogamy and marital conflict: 

Findings from the National Survey of Families and Households. Journal 
of Family Issues, 23, 551-576  

 
Daniel, N. H, and Alan B. 2005. Unhappily Ever After: Effects of Long-Term, 

LowQuality Marriages on Well-Being.‖ Social Forces 84 (2005): 451–71.  
 



199 

Darwin, S. N. 2003. Migration and Mental Health, Psychology and Development 
Societies, Vol. 18, No. 10, pp. 1-14.  

 
David P., and Stafford L. A. 2013.  Relational Approach to Religion and 

Spirituality in Marriage: The Role of Couples‘ Religious Communication
in Marital Satisfaction. J. Fam. Issues. 2013;36:232–249.   

 
Davis, E. P. and Carr, R. A. 1992. Budgeting practices over the lifecycle. 

Financial Counseling and Planning, 3, 3-16.    
 
Davis, E. P. and Weber, J. A. 1990. Patterns and obstacles to financial 

management. Financial Counseling and Planning, 1, 41-51.   
 
Davis-Kean, P.E. 2005. The influence of parent education and family income on 

child achievement: The indirect role of parental expectations and the home 
environment. Journal of Family Psychology. 2005; 19:294-304.   

 
Dean, L. R. Carroll, J. S. and Yang, C. 2007. Materialism, Perceived Financial 

Problems, and Marital Satisfaction. Family and Consumer Sciences 
Research Journal 35, 260-281.  

 
Delaney, H., Miller, W. and Bisonó, A. 2013. Religiosity and spirituality among 

psychologists: A survey of clinician members of the American 
Psychological Association.  Spirituality in Clinical Practice.  1. 
 95 106.10.1037/2326.4500.1.S.95.  

De Vries-Schot, M. R., Pieper, J. and Van Uden, M. 2012. The client is the 
expert: A not-knowing approach to therapy. In S. McNamee and K. 
Gergen (Eds.), Social construction and the therapeutic process (pp. 25-
39). Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

 
Dew, J. P. 2007. Two sides of the same coin? The differing roles of assets and 

consumer debt in marriage. Journal of Family and Economic Issues 28, 
89104. 23.   

 
Dew, J. P. 2009. The gendered meanings of assets for divorce. Journal of Family 

and Economic Issues 30, 20-31.  
Dimidjian, S., Martell, C. R., and Christensen, A. 2008. Integrative behavioral 

couple therapy. In A. S. Gurman (Ed.), Clinical handbook of couple  
therapy (p. 73–103). The  Guilford Press.  



200 

 
Dorval, R. F., Maunsell, C. B., Taylor-Brown, P. K and Kilpatrick, K. D. 

2009.Sexually inactive marriage. The Journal of Sex Research, 30 (2), 
171179.  

 
Dribe, M. and Lundh, C. 2010. Marriage choices and social reproduction. 

Demographic Research. 22. 347-382. 10.4054/DemRes.2010.22.14.  
 
Dudley, M. G and Kosinski, F.A. 1990. Religiosity and marital satisfaction: A 

research note. Review of Religious Research, 32(1), 78 – 86. doi:  
10.2307/3511329   

 
Duncan, G. J., and Brooks–Gunn, J. 1997. Income effects across the life span: 

Integration and interpretation. In G. J. Duncan & J. Brooks–Gunn (Eds.) 
Consequences ofgrowing up poor (pp. 596–610). NY: Russell Sage 
Foundation Press.   

 
Duncan, O., Featherman, D. L., and Duncan, B. 1972. Socioeconomic 

Background and Achievement. New York: Seminar Press.  
 
Duncan, G. J., and Magnuson, K. A. 2003. Off with Hollingshead: Socioeconomic  

resources,  parenting, and child development. In M. H. Bornstein & R. H.  
Bradley (Eds.), Monographs  in parenting series. Socioeconomic status,  
parenting, and child development (p. 83–106).  Lawrence Erlbaum  
Associates Publishers.  

 
Ebenuwa-Okoh, E.E. 2010, ―Influence of age, financial status and gender on

academic performance among undergraduates‖, Journal of Psychology, 
1(2): 99-103.  

 
Ebiai, K. V and Bumba, A. T. 2004. Conservative Protestantism and the division 

of household labor among married couples. Journal of Family Issues, 
23(8), 950 – 985.  

 
Eetemadi, K. P. 2005. Are there religious variations in domestic violence? 

Journal of Family Issues, 20, 87– 113.  
 



201 

Ellis, S. W and Harper, E. R. 2005. The Effects of Parental Marital Discord and 
Divorce on the Religious and Spiritual lives of Young Adults, The Journal 
Social Science Research; 40, 538-551.  

 
Ellison, C. G. 1994. Religion, the life stress paradigm, and the study of 

depression. In J. S. Levin (Ed.), Religion in aging and health: Theoretical 
foundations and methodological frontiers (pp. 78-121). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE.  

 
Emblen, K. T. 2015.The impact of group learning of couples based on 

communication therapy approach on increase of intimacy among Shahed 
couples in Isfahan, Islamic Journal of women and families, Y. 2, Issue 2, 
pp. 13-38.  

 
Eniola, T. 2017. 2017: Year of Deadly Domestic Violence Cases. Punch. 

Retreaved 10thSeptember 2019  from 
 https://punchingcom.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/punching.com/2017-
year-of-deadly-domesticviolence-cases/amp/   

 
Ensminger, M. E. and Fothergill, K. E. 2003. A Decade of measuring SES: What 

it tells us and where to go from here. In Bornstein & Bradley (Eds.). 
Socioeconomic status, parenting, and child development (pp. 13–27), 
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  

 
Entwisle, D. R. and Astone, N. M. 1994. Some practical guidelines for measuring 

youth‘s race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status. Child Development, 
65(6), 1521–1540.  

 
Epstein, J. I and Baucom, W. E. 2015. Study the effects of couples‘ therapy by

imago therapy approach on increasing intimacy in couples that referred to 
counselling centers in Isfahan. Magazine of news and research 
consultancy, Volume 5, N 19, Pages: 11-9    

 
Epstein, P. T and Baucom, C. S. 2015. Alliance building interventions with 

adolescents in family therapy: A process study. Psychotherapy, 36, 355-
368.  

 



202 

Eremsoy, E., Celimli, S., & Gencoz, T. (2005). Students under academic stress in 
a Turkish University: Variables associated with symptoms of depression 
and anxiety. Current Psychology. 24. 123-133. 10.1007/s12144-005-1011 

 
Erick N. O. 2012. The Role of Business Ethics in the Performance of Small Scale 

Businesses, A case study of small scale traders in Kisii Town Elixir 
Human Resource management. 46.  

 
Erik E. F, and Margaret R. W. 1984. ―Religiosity, Socioeconomic Rewards, and

Family Development: Predictors of Marital Adjustment.‖ Journal of 
Marriage & Family 46 (1984): 663–70.   

 
Etemadi, E. V. 2005. Study and comparison of effectiveness on couple therapy 

based on behavioral-cognitive and communication therapy on increase of 
intimacy among couples, PhD thesis in Consulting, Tarbiat Mo'alem 
University of Tehran , Faculty of Psychology.  

Etemadi, E., Navabinejad, R., Ahmadi, P and Farzad, G. 2007.  Quotations as 
demonstrations. Language ,66, 764- 805.  

 
Etemadi, R. F., Aminjafari, K. P and Shahsiah, D. J. 2014. Information regarding 

marital workshops. Retrieved September 15, 2016 from 
http://www.familydynamics.net/divorceprevention.htm 

 
 
Fein, D. J., Burstein, N. R., Fein, G. G., and Lindberg, L. D. 2003. The 

determinants of marriage and cohabitation among disadvantaged 
Americans: Research findings and needs (Final Report). Cambridge, MA: 
Abt Associates.   

 
Filsinger, P. R and Wilson, W. S. 2004. Speaking while monitoring addressees for 

understanding. Journal of Memory and Language, 50, 62-81.  
 
Fincham, F. D., and Beach, S. R. 1999. Conflict in marriage: Implications for 

working with couples. Annual Review of Psychology, 50, 47-77.  
 
Fisher, C. D and Nulty, R. Y. 2008. Paradoxes, double binds, and reflexive loops: 

An alternative theoretical perspective. Family Process, 21, 91-112  
 



203 

Fisher, H. 2006. Anatomy of Love: The Mysteries of Mating, Marriage and Why 
We Stray. New York: Random House.  

 
Fisher, K. S. 2004. The assessment of marital quality: A re-evaluation. Journal of 

Marriage and the Family, 49, 797-809.  
 
Fisher, R., Rosen, A., Eardley, C., Sand, P and Goldstein, F. 2005. Spiritual 

behaviors and relationship satisfaction: A critical analysis of the role of 
prayer. Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 27(4), 362 – 388  

 
Flor, N. H and Knapp, S. A. 2001. ENRICH marital satisfaction scale: A brief 

research and clinical tool. Journal of Family Psychology, 7 (2), 176-185.  
 
Florence W. K, and James A. R. 1996. ―Long-Term Satisfying Marriages: 

Perceptions of Contributing Factors.‖ American Journal of Family 
Therapy 24 (1996): 153–70.   

 
Foster, Tom. (2011). Adverse Life Events Proximal to Adult Suicide: A Synthesis 

of Findings from Psychological Autopsy Studies. Archives of Suicide 
Research: Official Journal of the International Academy for Suicide 
Research. 15. 1-15. 10.1080/13811118.2011.540213 

 
Frank, S. W., Anderson, L. P and Rubenstein, R. T. 2008.Transforming 

narratives: A change event in constructivist family therapy. Family 
Process, 37, 17–33  

 
Frisco, M. L., Muller, C., and Frank, K. 2007. Parent's union dissolution and 

adolescents' school performance: comparing methodological approaches. 
Journal of marriage and family, 69, 721-741.  

 
Fryback, J. I and Reinert, W. R. 2009.Investigating change: Compatible research 

and practice. Journal of Systemic Therapies, 23, 3-15.  
 
Fulton, E. and Turner, L. 2008. Students‘ academic motivation: Relations with

parental warmth, autonomy granting, and supervision. Educational 
Psychology, 28(5), 521-534.  

 
Gary L. H. 1987. ―The Effect of Religiosity on Factors Predicting Marital

Adjustment.‖ Social Psychology Quarterly 50 (1987): 264–69.   



204 

 
Giblin, M. C., Sprenkle, E. D and Sheehan, P. Y. 1985. Why Marriage Matters: 

Twenty-one conclusions from the social sciences. American Experiment 
Quarterly, 5, 34-44.  

 
Giblin, P. R. 1997. Marital spirituality: A quantitative study. Journal of Religion 

and Health, 36, 321–332.   
 
Glenn, K. G and Weaver, J. Y. 2016. Implications of Egalitarianism and 

Religiosity on Relationship Satisfaction. Interpersonal, 2013, Vol. 7(2), 
215 – 226   

 
Glenn, K. Y and Supancic, W. S. 2004.Therapist alliance-building behavior 

within a cognitive-behavioral treatment for anxiety in youth.Journal of 
Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 73, 498-505. 

 
Glenn, N. D. 1982. Interreligious marriage in the United States: Patterns and 

recent trends. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 44, 555-566   
 
Glock, A.T 2012 Responses to interpersonal transgressions in families: 

Forgivingness, forgivability, and relationship-specific effects. Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology.89(3):375-394.    

 
Goddard, R. C., Marshall, S. F., Olson, S. V and Dennis, A. Z. 2012. 

Deconstructing Stability: The Distinction between the Course of a Close 
Relationship and Its Endpoint. En Adams, J. M. and Jones, W. H. (Eds.). 
Handbook of Interpersonal Commitment and Relationship Stability.New 
York: Kluwer Academic.    

 
Godwin, D. D. 1996. Family finance and marital happiness. Paper presented at the 

Eastern Family Economics and Resource Management Conference in 
Tuscaloosa, AL.   

 
Goldfield, R. Y., Pachankis, W. D and Bell, A. K. 2005.Family evaluation. New  
 York: Norton  
 
Goldfried, J. Y and Castonguay, W. E. 2013. The Longitudinal Course of Marital 

Quality and Stability: A Review of Theory, Method and Research. 
Psychological Bulletin, 118(1), 3- 34.  



205 

 
Gonzalez-DeHass A. R, Willems P. P and Holbein M. F. 2005. Examining the 

relationship between parental involvement and student motivation. 
Educational Psychology Review. 2005;17:99–123.  

 
Goodwin, R., Hunt, T., Key, C., Samet, K and Jonathan, L. I. 2007. Conflict 

resolution styles in gay, lesbian, heterosexual nonparent, and heterosexual 
parent couples. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 56, 705-722.  

 
 
Gottman, G. H and Levenson, U. R. 1992. Marital processes predictive of later 

dissolution: Behavior, physiology, and health. Journal of Personlity and 
Social Psychology, 63, 221- 233.  

 
Gottman, J. M and Krokoff, D. T. 1989.Why marriages succeed or fail. New 

York: Simon and Schuster.  
 
Gottman, J. M and Silver, E. Y. 1999. Marital Interaction and satisfaction: A 

longitudinal view. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 57 (1), 
4752.  

 
Gottman, J. M. 1979. Social exchange in developing relationship: An overview. 

In R. L. Burguess and T. L. Huston (Eds.), Social exchange in developing 
relationships (pp.3-28). San Diego, CA: Academic Press.    

 
Gottman, J. M. 1991.The seven principles for making marriage work. New York: 

Crown.  
 
Gottman, J. M. 1993.Marital Research in the 20th Century and a research Agenda 

for the 21st century.Family Process, 41 (2), 159-197. 
 
Gottman, J. M. 1999.The Marriage Clinic. A Scientifically-Based Marital 

Therapy. W. W. Norton and Company. New York, London.    
 
Gove, R. V. 2003. The Dyadic Adjustment Scale: A reliability generalization 

metaanalysis. Journal of Marriage and Family, 68 (3), 701-717.  
 



206 

Graetz, B. 1995. Socioeconomic Status in Education Research and Pollicy. In J. 
Ainley, B. Graetz, M. Long, & M. Batten (Eds.), Socioeconomic Status 
and School Education (pp. 23-51). Canberra: AGPS.  

 
Greenberg, K. F and Webster, A. C. 2015. Emotionally focused marital therapy. 

New York: Guilford Press.  
 
Griffin, D. and Bartholomew, K. 1994. Models of the Self and Other: 

Fundamental Dimensions  Underlying Measures of Adult Management. 
Journal of Personality and Social   Psychology. 67.  430-445. 
 10.1037//00223514.67.3.430.  

 
Guerin, T. B. 1976. Integrating Imago Therapy and educational techniques for 

court ordered men who batter: A preliminary investigation. The Journal of 
Imago Relationship Therapy, 5 (2), 45-54. 
https://pro.imagorelationships.org 

 
 
Gushee, K. T. 2004.Brief couple therapy for couple. New York: Guilford 

publication. www.noormags.com    
 
Haavio-Manila, B. F and Kontula, E. T. 2007. Evaluate the effectiveness of 

religiousbased cognitive behavioral therapy on depression of divorced 
women. Journal of family Counseling and Psychotherapy, Y. 1, pp. 54-64.  

 
Halford, T. H. 2001.How to keep your relationship an introduction to Imago. 

Online: www.gettingtheloveyouwant.com    
 
Hannah, F. G., Luquet, K. P and McCormick, A. C. 1997. The development and 

psychometric properties of twomeasures of Imago theoretical constructs. 
The Journal of Imago  Relationship  Therapy  3  (1),  49-
62.http://pro.imagorelationships.org  

 
Hannah, M.T., Marrone, J.B., Luquet, W.Gondek, D., Long, J., Squadrito, S.J., 

Bause, M.,Clay, M 1996. Couple therapy: Effectiveness of treatment 
andlong term follow up. Journal of Family Therapy, 28, 136-152.  

 
Hauser, R. M. 1994. Measuring socioeconomic status in studies of child 

development. Child Development, 65(6), 1541–1545.  



207 

 
Hauser, R. M. and Warren, J. R. 1997. Socioeconomic indexes for occupations: A 

review,  update, and critique. Sociological Methodology, 271(1), 177298.  
 
 Hauser, R. M. and Huang, M. H. 1997. Verbal ability and socioeconomic 

success: A Trend Analysis. Social Science Research, 26, 331–376.  
 
Hayes, C. B., Castonguay, K. F and Goldfried, E. U. 2016. Handbook of couples 

therapy. NJ: Wiley, Hoboken.  
 
Hazan, L. Y and Shaver, N, G. 1987. Love schemas, preferences in romantic 

partners, and reactions to commitment. Interpersonal 1(1), 1-24.  
 
Heaton, T. B. 1984. Religious homogamy and marital satisfaction reconsidered. 

Journal of Marriage and the Family, 46, 729-733.   
 
Heaton, T.B. 1990. Marital Stability throughout the Child-rearing years. 

Demography, 27, 55-63.  
 
Helminiak, C. G. 2001.The development and implications of a personel Problem 

Solving Inventory. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 29, 66-75.  
 
Henderson, H. J., Lehavot, T. J and Simoni, P. I. 2009. Introduction. En H. Rose 

and S. Rose (Eds.). Alas, poor Darwin: Arguments Against Evolutionary 
Psychology. (pp.1-16). New York, USA: Harmony Books.    

 
Hendricks, G. B. 2016.The effect of the mystical teachings on Islamic families, 

Journal of Islamic Studies, Y. 43, Issue 4.  
 
Hendrix, H. and Hunt, K. Y. 2010. Variations in Marriage Over Time: An 

Ecological/Exchange Perspective. En Coleman, M. and Ganong, L. H. 
(eds.). Handbook of contemporary families: considering the past, 
contemplating the future. (pp.79-95). Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage 
Publications.    

 
Hendrix, H. 1988. Imago Relationship therapy. Greeting A conscious marriage or 

Relationship; Preventive Approaches in couples therapy, edited by Berger, 
Rony, Hanna motherless, Philadelphia, Brunner mazel.  

 



208 

Hendrix, H. 1993. How to keep your relationship shape: An introduction to 
Imago. http://www.GettingTheLoveYouWant.com   

 
Hendrix, H. 2014. Why Stay Married? Rewards, Barriers, and Marital Stability. 

Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 561–573.  
 
Hetherington, E.M., and Kelly, J. 2002. For Better or For Worse: Divorce 

Reconsidered. New York: W.W. Norton & Co.   
 
Hibbert, J. R., and Beutler, I. F. 2001.The effects of financial behaviors on the 

quality of family life: Evidence from adolescent perceptions. Paper 
presented at the Proceedings of the Association for Financial Counseling 
and Planning Education, Symposium conducted at the 19th Annual 
Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education Conference, 
Orlando, FL.  

 
Higgins, T., Trussell, V., Moore, G and Davidson, P. 2010. Sex Differences in the 

Implications of Partner Physical Attractiveness for the Trajectory of 
Marital Satisfaction.Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 
Advance online publication.  

 
Hill R. 1949. Families under stress. New York: Harper & Row; 1949.  
 
Hill, R. G. 1949. In the wake of transgressions: Examining forgiveness 

communication in personal relationships. Personal Relationship, 18, 79-
95.  

 
Hoffman, J. Y. 2011. Predicting marital happiness and stability from newlywed 

interactions. Journal of Marriage and the family 60:5-22  
 
Hogan, E.T, Hunt, T. K, Emerson, A. E, Hayes, P. T and Ketterer, T. C. 1996. 

Marital happiness and stability: A review of the research in sixties. 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 32(3), 553-574.  

 
Hollett, Z. F. 2012.An Asian perspective on relationship and marriage education. 

Family Process, 44 (2), 161-174.  
 



209 

Holtzworth-Munroe, K. G and Hutchinson, L. I.  1993. Premarital prediction of 
marital quality or breakup: Research, theory, and practice. MA: Kluwer 
Academic Publishers, Hingham.    

 
Hosseini, B. 2012. Analytical couple treatment (2), authoring and translation, 

jangle publication, Tehran.    
 
Hosseini, D. F., Saadat, S., and Jahangiri, S. 2013. The Relationship between 

Religious Attitudes and Marital Satisfaction among Married personnel of 
departments of education in Rasht City, Iran.International Journal of 
Advanced Studies in Humaities and Social Sciences, 1 (6), 608-615.  

 
Hussaini, R. G. 2012.The instability of marital and cohabitating relationships in 

Netherlands. Mens en Maatschappij, 73, 4-26.  
 
Huston, M. V and Burgess, B. S.  1979. Predicting Change in Marital Satisfaction 

from Husbands' and Wives' Conflict Resolution Styles. Journal of 
Marriage and Family, 57(1), 153-164.  

 
Huston, T. L., Niethuis, S., and Smith, S.E. 2001. The early marital roots of 

conjugal distress and divorce. Current Directions in Psychological sceince 
, 10 (4), 116-119.  

 
Idialu, E.E. 2003. A Study of Management of Crises Associated with Family 

Finances in Edo State, Nigeria. Journal of Contemporary Issues, 1(2): 62- 
82.  

 
Institute for American Values. 2002. Why Marriage Matters: Twenty-one 

Conclusions from the Social Sciences. New York City. 
Iriogbe, L. 2015. Cultural factors and family background and as correlates of 

marital success in Warri Metropolis (Unpublished M.Ed Dissertation). 
Delta State University, Abraka.  

 
Israelsen, C. L. 1990. Family resource management research: 1930-1990. 

Financial Counseling and Planning, 1, 3-37.   
 
Jacobson, H. T. 1996. Incremental Change or Initial Differences? Testing Two 

Models of Marital Deterioration. Journal of Family Psychology, 26(4), 
606616.  



210 

 
Jacobson, N. S., and Follette, W. C. 1985. Clinical significance of improvement 

resulting from two behavioural marital therapy components. Behaviour 
Therapy, 16, 249-262.  

 
Jacobson, N. S., and Christensen, A. 1996. Studying the effectiveness of 

psychotherapy: How  well can clinical trials do the job? American 
Psychologist, 51(10), 1031–1039.  

 
Jacobson, N., and Christensen, A. 1998. Acceptance and Change in Couple 

Therapy: A Therapist Guide to transforming relationship. New York, NY: 
Norton.   

 
Jakubowski, R.T, Emerson, A. E, Hayes, P. T and Ketterer, T. C. 2004 A social 

psychological perspective on marital dissolution. Journal of Social Issues, 
32, 21-47.  

 
Jeong, E. D. 2005.Brief Versions of the NEO-PI-3.Journal of Individual 

Differences, 28(3), 116–128.    
 
Jeynes, W. H. 2000.The Effects of Several of the Most Common Family 

Strcutures on the Academic Achievement of English Graderss. Marriage 
and Family Review , 30 (1/2), 73-79.  

 
Ji, K. V and Norling, R. C. 2004. Positive expectations in the Early Years of 

Marriage: Should Couples Expect the Best or Brace for the Worst? 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.86(5), 729-743    

 
Jobes, M. G. 2016. The Differentiation of Self Inventory: Developmental and 

Initial Validation. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 45(3), 235-246.  
 
Johansson, T. & Klinth, R. (2008). Caring Fathers: The Ideology of Gender 

Equality and Masculine Positions. Men and Masculinities - MEN MASC. 
11. 42-62. 10.1177/1097184X06291899. 

 
Johnson, K. L. 2004.Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships. Journal of 

Personlity and Social Psychology, 73(2), 321-336  
 
 



211 

Jordan, H. B. 1995. Helping Couples Fight for Their Marriages: The PREP 
Approach. Berger, Rony (Ed); Hannah, Mo Therese (Ed), Preventive 
approaches in couples therapy, (pp. 279-303). Philadelphia, PA, US: 
Brunner/Mazel  

 
Judith, A. N., Amy M. K., Pedra A, and Sheryl A. S. 2011. ―Religious and

Spiritual Values and Moral Commitment in Marriage: Untapped 
Resources in Couples Counseling?‖ Counseling & Values 55 (2011): 228–
46.   

 
Kalafut, T. Y. 2007.Father involvement in childrearing and the perceived stability 

of marriage. Journal of Marriage and Family, 61(2), 409-421.  
 
Kalmijn, J. B. 1999. Premarital education, marital quality, and marital stability:  

Findings from a large, random household survey. Journal of Family 
Psychology 20(1), 117–126.    

Kalmijn, M. 1998. Intermarriage and homogamy: Causes, patterns, trends. Annual 
Review of Sociology, 24, 395-421.   

 
Kaplan, P. K and Kronick, T. C. 2016.Conceptual foundations of evolutionary 

psychology. En David Buss (ed.). The Handbook of Evolutionary 
Psychology. New Jersey: Wiley, Hoboken.    

 
Karney, B. R., and Bradbury, T. N. 1995. The longitudinal course of marital 

quality and stability: A review of theory, method and research. 
Psychological Bulletin, 118 (1), 3-34.  

 
Karney, B. R., and Crown, J. S. 2007.Families under stress: An assessment of 

data, theory, and research on marriage and divorce in the military. Santa 
Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.    

 
Karney, F. T., Bradbury, L. I and Johnson, W. P. 1999.Evolutionary psychology, 

ecological rationality, and the unification of the behavioral sciences. 
Comment on A framework for the unification of the behavioral sciences by 
Gintis. Behavioral and Brain Sciences 30(1), 42-43.    

 
Kaslow, F. and Robinson, J. 1996. The social psychology of groups. New York: 

Wiley.    
 



212 

Kaslow, F.  and Robison, J.  2016. The impact of religious-based behavioral 
cognitive therapy on resiliency of couples, Journal of Knowledge and 
Research in Applied Psychology, Y. 15, Issue 3, pp. 25  

 
Katherine G. K., Annette M., Kenneth I. P, and Alfred D. 2014. ―Sanctification of

Marriage and Spiritual Intimacy Predicting Observed Marital Interactions 
Across the Transition to Parenthood.‖ Journal of Family Psychology 28 
(2014): 604–14.   

 
Kellogg, S.H. and Young, J.E. 2006. Schema therapy for borderline personality 

disorder. Journal of ClinicalPsychology. 2006;62(4):445-458.  
 
Kenneth I. 2005. Pargament, and Annette Mahoney. ―Sacred Matters:

Sanctification as a Vital Topic for the Psychology of Religion.‖ The 
International Journal for the Psychology of Religion 15 (2005): 179–98.  

 
Kerkmann, B. C., Thomas, R. L., Jean, M. L., and Scot, M. A. 2000. Financial 

management, financial problems, and marital satisfaction among recently 
married college students. Financial Counseling and Planning, 11, 55-65.   

 
Kerr, R., Goldfried, S., Hayes, D., Castonguay, K and Goldsamt, P. 2015. 

Financial management, financial problems and marital satisfaction among 
recently married university students. Financial Counseling and Planning, 
11 (2), 55-64.    

 
Khazaie, S. 2007. Study of education of distinction on the level of intimacy and 

distinction among couples, M.A. Thesis, Tarbiat Mo'alem University.   
 
King, C. B. 2016. Multifaith Spiritually anxiety Disorder: A Pilot Randomized 

Trial, J ClinPsychol; 66(4):  
 
Kitson G. C. 1992. Portrait of divorce: Adjustment to marital breakdown. New 

York: Guilford; 1992.  
 
Klein, R., Pleasant, G., Vaiton, P and Markman, H. 2016. Multifaith Spiritually 

Based Intervention for Generalized Anxiety Disorder: A Pilot Randomized 
Trial, J ClinPsychol; 66(4): 430-41.  

 



213 

Kloos, M. F and Moor, A. C. 2010.Content Analysis: An introduction to its 
methodologies (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  

 
Koenig, C. E. 2010. La diferenciación como un modelo para el análisis de las 

relaciones de pareja. Revista Electrónica de Psicología Izcatala, 11(1), 
102115.  

 
Koenig, J. R and Kenin, E. T. 1992. Long-term marriage: Age, gender and 

satisfaction. Phychology and Aging, 8 (2), 301-313.  
 
Kottak, D. C. 2001.Psychological victimization as a risk factor for the 

developmental course of marriage.Journal of Family Psychology, 27(1), 
53-64. 

 
Kreider, R. 2005. Number, timing, and duration of marriages and divorces: 2001 

(Current Population Reports P70-97). Washington, DC: U.S. Census 
Bureau. Retrieved from http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p70-97.pdf   

 
Kreider, R. T. 2010. If I help my partner, will it hurt me? Perceptions of sacrifice 

in romantic relationships. Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 
26(1), 6492.  

 
Krieger, N, Williams, D.R. and Moss. 1997. Measuring social class in US public 

health research:  concepts, methodologies, and guidelines. Annual Review 
of Public Health. 1997;18:341-278.  

 
Kunz, P.R., and Albert, S.L. 2007. Religion, marital happiness and divorce. 

International Journal of Sociology of the Family, 7, 227 – 232.  
 
Lane, R.E. 2000. Diminishing Returns to Income, Companionship - and 

Happiness. Journal of Happiness Studies 1, 103-119.   
 
Lareau, A. 2004. University of California Press Government Printer.  
 
Larson, J. H., and Holman, T. B. 1994.Predictor of marital quality and stability. 

Family relations, 43, 228-237.  
 



214 

Larson, J. Y and Goltz, E. R. 1989. Discourse variation and hedging. In J. Aarts 
and W. Meijs (Eds.), Corpus linguistics II (pp. 1–18). Amsterdam: 
Rodopi.  

 
Lauer R. 1992. Social Problems. USA: UMC Brown Publishing.   
 
Laumann, E. T, Laurenceau, J. P., Barrett, L. F and Rovine, M. J. 2016.Pattern of 

therapist interventions associated with patient collaboration. 
Psychotherapy, 33, 254-261  

 
Laura S., David P, and Sterling M. 2014. Sanctity of Marriage and Marital 

Quality.‖ Journal of Social & Personal Relationships 31 (2014): 54–70.   
 
Lavner, K. Y and Bradbury, P. H. 2012. Improving couple communication 

through the Imago Getting the Love You Want Workshop for Couples, 
Master dissertation, Stellenbosch University, department of 
psychology,P1.Cordova, J V.; Mirgain, S A Problem-Solving Training for 
Couples. 2011. Anna publication, 12-34    

 
Lawrance, K. P. 2004. Cooperation, conflict and marital satisfaction: Bridging 

theory, research, and practice. The Journal of Individual Psydiology, 68 
(2), 182-199.  

 
Lawrance, K. T and Byers, X. S. 2015.Stress, appraisal and coping. New York: 

Springer.  
 
Lawrence, F. C., Thomasson, R. H., Wozniak, P. and Prawitz, A. 1993. Factors 

relating to spousal financial arguments. Financial Counseling and 
Planning, 4, 85-93.   

 
Lehrer. E.L and Chiswick, C.U. 1983. Religion as a determinant of marital 

stability. Demography, 30, 385- 404.  
 
Levinger, G. 1976. A social psychological perspective on marital dissolution. 

Journal of Social Issues, 32, 21-47.   
 
Levinger, K. M. 1976. Short marital adjustment and prediction tests: Their 

reliability and validity. Marriage and Family Living, 21, 251-255.  
 



215 

Lewis, T. F., Rook, J. T and Schwarzer, P. K. 2004. What is Imago Relationship 
therapy? Institute Imago relation therapy. March, 2005.  

 
Lichter, K. N and Carmalt, E. R. 2008. Short marital-adjustment and prediction 

tests: Their reliability and validity. Marriage and Family Living, 21, 251-
255.  

 
Linda, W. P., Marroquín, B. and Miranda, R. 2012. Active and Passive Problem 

Solving as Moderators of the Relation Between Negative Life Event Stress 
and Suicidal Ideation Among Suicide Attempters and Non-Attempters. 
Archives of suicide research: official journal of the International Academy 
for Suicide Research. 16. 183-97. 10.1080/13811118.2012.695233.  

 
Locke, T. Y. 2011.Information on marital workshops. Retrieved September 15, 

2010 from http://www.marriagebuilders.com/graphic/mbi8114_plan.html 
 
Loukit, J. R and Hanna, W. G. 1996. Conversation, language, and possibilities: A 

postmodern approach to therapy. New York: Basic Books.  
 
Love, K. H and Shulkin, R. T. 2001.Postmodern social constructionist therapies. 

In T. L. Sexton, G. R. Weeks, and M. S. Robbins (Eds.), Handbook of 
family therapy(pp. 125–146). New York: Routledge.  

 
Lown, J. M. and Chandler, S. 1993. Financial problems as a contributing factor in 

divorce. Proceedings of the Association for Financial Counseling and 
Planning Education, 84-93.   

 
Lundquist E, Hsueh J, Lowerstein A. E, Faucetta K, Gubits D, Michalopoulos C, 

and Knox V. 2014. A Family-Strengthening Program for Low-Income 
Families: Final Impacts from the Supporting Healthy Marriage Evaluation. 
Washington, DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, 
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services; 2014. OPRE Report 2014-09A  

 
Luquet, J. Y and Hannah, E. S. 1996.Myths about ‗not-knowing‘.Family Process, 

44, 497–504  
 
Mace, D. and Mace, V. 1980. Enriching Marriages: The foundation stone of 

family strength. In N. Stinnett, B. Chesser, J. DeFrain, and P. Knaub 



216 

(Eds.), Family Strength: Positive models for family life (pp. 89-110) 
Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.   

 
MacNeil, J. W and Byers, R. V. 2009. Collaborative therapy: Relationships and 

conversations that make a difference (pp. 33–59). New York: Routledge.  
 
MacNeil, K. I and Byers, P. D. 2005.Human systems as linguistic systems: 

Preliminary and evolving ideas about the implications for clinical theory. 
Family Process, 27, 371-393.  

 
MacNeil, K. I and Byers, P. D. 2007.Beyond cybernetics: Comments on Atkinson 

and Heath‘s ‗Further thoughts on second order family therapy‘. Family 
Process, 29, 159–163.  

 
Mahoney, A., Pargament, K. I., Jewell, T., Swank, A. B., Scott, E., Emery, E., and 

Rye, M. 1999. Marriage and the spiritual realm: The role of proximal and 
distal religious constructs in marital functioning. Journal of Family 
Psychology, 13, 321-338.   

 
Mahoney, A., Pargament, K. I., Tarakeshwar, N., and Swank, A. B. 2001. 

Religion in the home in the 1980s and 1990s: A meta-analytic review and 
conceptual analysis of links between religion, marriage, and parenting. 
Journal of Family Psychology, 15, 559-596.  

 
Mairal, J. B. 2015. Integrative Behavioral Couple Therapy (IBCT) as a third-wave 

therapy. Psicothema, 27(1), 13–18.  
 
Marie-Miche` le Boisvert, John Wright, Nadine Tremblay and Pierre McDuff. 

2011. Couples‘ Reports of Relationship Problems in a Naturalistic
Therapy Setting. The Family Journal: Counseling and Therapy for 
Couples and Families (00) 1-7  

 
Markman, D. E., Stanley, A. R and Blurnberg, M. L. 1994.Formulations in 

therapy. In A. Peräkylä, C. Antaki, S. Vehviläinen, and I. Leudar (Eds.), 
Conversation analysis and psychotherapy (pp. 26-42). Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press.  

 
Markman, H. J and Hahlweg, R. M. 1993.Intentions. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press  



217 

 
Markman, H. J., Floyd, F and Dickson-Markman, K. E. 1986. Preventing marital 

distress through communication and conflict management training: A 4- 
and 5- year follow-up. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 61 
(1), 7077.  

 
Markman, H. J., Floyd, F and Dickson-Markman, K. E. 2017. Prevention, in N.S. 

Jacobson, and A.S. Gurman (Eds.), Clinical handbook of marital therapy 
(pp 173-195). New York: Guilford Press.  

 
Markman, H. J., Floyd, F., Stanley, S., and Storaasli, R. 2008. The prevention of 

marital distress: A longitudinal investigation. Journal of Consulting and 
Clinical Psychology, 56, 210-217.  

 
Markman, T. R., Renick, F. K., Floyd, P. K., Stanley, J. E and Clements, P. R. 

1993. Explaining and arguing: The social organization of accounts. 
London: Sage.  

 
Marks L. 2005. How Does Religion Influence Marriage? Christian, Jewish, 

Mormon, and Muslim Perspectives. Marriage Fam. Rev. 2005;38:85–111.   
 
Martin,  L.  Y  and  Bielawski,  M.  D. 

 2011.Diagnostic formulations  in psychotherapy.Discourse 
Studies, 7, 627–647. 

 
Maslow A. H. 1943. A Theory of Human Motivation. Psychological Review. 

1943; 50(4):370–96.  
 
Maslow, A. H. 1942.The Dynamics of Psychological Security-Insecurity. 

Character and Personality. Date retrieved. January 29, 2013   
 
Maslow, A. H. 1943.A Preface to Motivation Theory. Psychosomatic Medicine. 

Date retrieved. January 30, 2013   
 
Maslow, A. H. 1943.A theory of human motivation. Psychological Review. Date 

retrieved. January 31, 2103   
 



218 

Maslow, A. H. 1996. Future visions: The unpublished papers of Abraham 
Maslow. Ed. Edward Hoffman. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications 
Inc.   

 
Maslow, A.H. 1965. Eupsychian management. Homewood, IL: Irwin-Dorsey. 

Date retrieved. March 1, 2013   
 
Maslow, A.H. 1970. Motivation and personality. New York: Harper & Row. Date 

retrieved. March 1, 2013  
 
Maslow, A.H. 1976. Self-actualization psychology. Personality and Personal 

Growth. New York: Harper Collins. Date retrieved. March 1, 2013   
 
Mason, M., Singleton, A., & Webber, R. (2007). The Spirit of Generation Y: 

Young People‘s Spirituality in a Changing Australia. 
 
Masters, K. T and Johnson, W. V. 2010. Institutional interaction: Studies of talk 

at work. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate.  
 
Masters, M. S and Johnson, K. W. 2015. Research on the nature and determinants 

of marital satisfaction: A decade in review. Journal of marriage and the 
family, 62, 964-980.  

 
Mazloumi, T. Y. 2007.Laughing with and at patients: The role of laughter in 

confrontations in addiction group therapy. The Qualitative Report, 12, 
484- 513.  

 
McBride, B.A.and Mills, G. 2010. A Comparison of Mother and Father 

Involvement with their Preschool Age Cjildren. Early Childhood Research 
Quaterly, 8, 457-477.  

 
McGoldrick, C. J. 1998.Aesthetics and pragmatics of family therapy revisited. 

Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, 18, 389-393.  
 
McLanahan S and Sandefur G. 1994. Growing up with a single parent: What 

hurts, what helps? Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; 1994.  
 
McLanahan, P. T and Sandefur, E. D. 2004. Research bias in family science: 

Sentimental over reason. Family Science Review, 1, 141-148.  



219 

 
McLoyd, V. 1998. Socioeconomic disadvantage and child development. 

American Psychologist, 53, 185–204.  
 
McNulty, B. R and Karney, T. Y. 2004.Hierarchy: The imbalance of risk. Family 

Process, 32, 167-170.  
 
Messer, T. Y. 2016. Understanding Developmental Consequences through Object 

Relations, Family Systems, and Resiliency Theories, City University of 
New York, 256 page.  

 
 
Michael A. G, and David C. D. 2006. ―How Religious Couples Perceive the

Influence of God in Their Marriage.‖ Review of Religious Research 48
(2006): 141–55.  

 
Michael A. G., David C. D., Loren D. M, and Emily L. 2013. ―Religious Faith

and Transformational Processes in Marriage.‖ Family Relations 62 (2013): 
808– 23.   

 
Michael, K. U.  2012. Further thoughts on second order family therapy – this time 

it's personal. Family Process, 29, 145-155  
 
Miller, R. T. 2015.The limits of explanation and evaluation. Family Process, 29, 

167169.  
 
Miller, R. T., Miller, C. J., Nunnally, P. M and Wackman, S. U. 1991. Order in 

court: The organization of verbal interaction in judicial settings. London: 
MacMillan.  

 
Mikulincer, M., and Shaver, P. R. 2007. Attachment in adulthood: Structure, 

dynamics, and change. Guilford Press.  
 
Mockabee, D. C., Monson, F. Y and Grant, P. K. 2001.How to do things with 

words.(J. O. Urmson, Ed.). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press  
 
Moosavi, R. 2012. Mate Selection: comparative study between factors in Islam 

with accepted criteria by the youngs of Kerman. Islam va Pazhuhesshhaye 
Tarbiyat , 4, 141-164.   



220 

 
Mortazavi, M., Bakhshayesh, A., Fatehizadeh, M., and Emaminiya, S. 2007.The 

relationship between religious attitude and marital satisfaction. Journal of 
Family Research , 3 (10), 611-620.   

 
Mosaeed T. 2009. Determining the effectiveness of training techniques of imago 

communicative approach IRT in changing attitudes toward spouse, Master  
Thesis , University of Allameh Tabatabai     

 
Moslehi, J., and Ahamdi, M. 2013.The role of religious life in marital satisfaction. 

Ravanshenasi Va Din , 6 (2), 75-90.  
 
Mugenda, D.M., Hira, T.K. and Fanslow, A.M. 1990. Assessing the causal 

relationship among communication, Money management practices, 
satisfaction with financial status, and satisfaction with quality of life. 
Lifestyles: Family and Economic Issues, 11. 343-360.  

Mulwa, F.W. 2008. Demystifying Participatory Community Development. 
Nairobi: Paulines Publications Africa.   

 
Murphy, R. Y., Glaser, P. I and Grundy, A. W. 2007.Discourse analysis and 

psychotherapy: A critical review. European Journal of Psychotherapy and 
Counselling, 9, 157-176.  

 
Myers, A.T 2016.Marriage as a Public Issue.The Future of Children, 15 (2), 13 42 

32. 
 
Nathaniel M. L, and David C. D. 2006. How Religiosity Helps Couples Prevent, 

Resolve, and Overcome Marital Conflict.‖ Family Relations 55 (2006): 
439– 49.   

 
Nathaniel M. L, and David C. D. 2008. ―The Threefold Cord: Marital 

Commitment in Religious Couples.‖ Journal of Family Issues 29 (2008): 
592–614.   

 
National Center for Educational Statistics. 2008. Retrieved April 4, 2020 from 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/glossary/s.asp 
 
National Fatherhood Initiative. 2005. With this Ring...A National Survey on 

Marriage in America. Retrieved from www.smartmarriages.com/nms.pdf 



221 

 
National Vital Statistics Reports. 2020. Information on marriages and divorce. 

Retrieved February 3, 2020 from http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data.  
 
Navid B., Mohammadi M., Sasannejad R., Aliakbari Dehkordi M., Maroufizadeh 

S., Hafezi M., and Omani-Samani R. 2018. Marital satisfaction and social 
support in infertile women with and without polycystic ovary syndrome. 
Middle East Fertil. Soc. J. 2018;23:450–455.   

 
Nedumaruthumchalil, T. J. I. 2009.Comparison and relationship to outcome of 

diverse dimensions of the helping alliance as seen by client and 
therapist.Psychotherapy, 25, 227-240. 

 
Neff, L. A. and Karney, B. R. 2015. To know you is to love you: The implications 

of global  adoration  and  specific  accuracy  for 
marital relationships.    http://psychoedgewood.educ/psv700mr/defTninQm 
aritas atisfaction.html 

 
Nichols, W. 2010.The first years of marital commitment. In M. Harway (Ed.), 

Handbook of couples therapy (pp. 35-36). NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 
Incorporated, Hoboken.    

 
Norcross, R. D and Goldfried, S. N. 2015. Understanding marriage: 

Developments in the study of couple interaction. West Nyack, NY: 
Cambridge University Press.    

 
Norcross, R. D. 2005. Psikiyatrik hastaların eşlerinin psikososyal güçlükleri ve

stresle baş etme yollarının incelenmesi. Unpublished master‘s thesis,
GATA Sağlık Bilimleri Enstitüsü, Ankara.  

 
Norrcross, C. F and Golfried, R. K. 2005. Fifty years of family research, 1937-

1987. Journal of Marriage and Family, 50(2), 305-316.  
 
Office of Violence Against Women 2007.About domestic violence. Retrieved 

June 13, 2016 from http://www.isdoj.gov/ovw/domviolence.htm   
 
Office of Violence Against Women, 2007.About domestic violence. Retrieved 

June 13, 2007 from: 
http://www.isdoj.gov/ovw/domviolence.htm20/07/2015 



222 

 
Ojukwu, M.O., Woko, S., & Onuoha, R. 2016. Impact of Educational Attainment 

on Marital Stability among Married Persons in Imo State, Nigeria. 
International Journal of Education and Literacy Studies, 4, 88-96.   

 
Olatunji, K. 2019. Treading Safely through the Windy Road of Abusive 

Relationship. The  Guardian.  Retrieved  September  3rd, 
2019,  from http://m.guardian.ng/features/treading-safely-through-the-
windy-road-ofabusive-relationship/ 

 
Olayinka, F.O. (1990). Sex Education and Marital Guidance. Lagos. Lantern 

Books Ltd. 
 
Oluwole, D.A. 2008. Marital satisfaction: Connections of self-disclosure, sexual 

selfefficacy and spirituality among Nigerian women. Pakistan Journal of 
Social Sciences.  

 
Onah, F. O. 2015. Human Resource Management 4th Edition. Enugu: John 

Jacob‘s Classic Publisher Ltd.  
 
 
Oni, Bankole „Contemporary Courtship and Marriage Practices among the

Yoruba.‟ 2007. International Journal of Sociology of the Family Vol. 21, 
No. 2, pp. 145 - 160. 

 
Onozure, D. 2019, January 24. Udeme, female lawyer, confessed to killing 

husband, Police  tell  court.  The  Vanguard,  Retrieved
 fromhttps://www.vanguardngr.com/2019/01/udeme-female-
lawyer-confessed-tokilling-husband-police-tell-court/ 

 
Osundiya, K. T. 2005.Marital quality over the life course.Social Psychology 

Quarterly, 59 (2), 162-171. 
 
Owuamanam, T. O. and Osankinta, E. O. 2005. Promoting family stability. 

Journal of Education for Today, 5, 29-43.  
 
Papp, L. M., Cummings, E. M. and Goeke-Morey, M. C. 2009. For richer, for 

poorer: Money as a topic of marital conflict in the home. Family Relations 
58, 91-103.  



223 

 
Parrotta, J. L. and Johnson, P. J. 1998. The impact of financial attitudes and 

knowledge on financial management and satisfaction of recently married 
individuals. Financial Counseling and Planning, 9, 59-75.   

 
Parsons, R. D., Marshall, P. K., Harris, C. S and Lee, P. R. 2007.Dimension of 

marriage happiness. American Journal of Sociology, 73(6), 715-731.  
 
Patterson, L. O. 2017. Romantic Interest Selection from an Imago Relationship 

Therapy Perspective. Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 1606.  
 
Paul, K. R. 1985.Clients‘ perception of the therapeutic alliance: A qualitative

analysis. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 42, 323–337.  
 
Perlman, J. N and Abramson, F. R. 2015.The dialogic imagination (C. Emerson 

and M. Holquist, Trans.). Austin: University of Texas Press.  
 
Peterson, D. T., Pirritano, V. P., Christensen, V. D and Schmidt, A. T. 

2008.Factors influencing ratings of marital quality of individuals with 
dual-career marriages: A conceptual model. Journal of Counseling 
Psychology, 48(1), 3-9.  

 
Pietromonaco PR, Barrett LF. Internal working models: What do we really know 

about the  self  in  relation  to  others? Review 
 of  General  Psychology. 2000;4:155–175.  

 
Pinney, E. D., Gerrard, S. B and Denney, Z. T. 2007.Problems of Dostoevsky’s

poetics (C. Emerson, Trans.). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press.  

 
Pitner, R. T and Bailey, A. D. 1998. Understanding couple conflict. In A.L 

Vangelist and Perlman (Eds). The Cambridge handbook of personal 
relationship (445462). New York: Cambridge University Press.    

 
Ploch, D. R., and Hastings, D. W. 1998. Effects of parental church attendance, 

current family status and religious salience on church attendance. Review 
of Religious Research, 39, 309–320.   

 



224 

Poduska, B. E. and Allred, G. H. 1990. Family finances: The missing link in MFT 
training. The American Journal of Family Therapy, 18, 161-168.   

 
Poma, K. J. 2012.Personality and close relationship. Comprehensive 

Psychological Report, 78 (2), 657- 658.  
 
Power, C., Rodgers, B., and Hope, S. 1999. Heavy Alcohol Consumption and 

Marital Status: Disentangling the Relationship in a National Study of 
Young Adults. Addiction , 94 (10), 1477-1487.  

 
Previti, K. T and Amato, E. W. 2003. The State of our Unions: Social Indicators 

of Marital Health and Well Being. The National Marriage Project, Rutgers 
University. Retrieved August 3, 2017 from http://marriage.rutgers.edu 

 
Quamma, J. P., & Greenberg, M. T. (1994). Children‘s Experience of Life Stress: 

The Role of Family Social Support and Social Problem-Solving Skills as 
Protective Factors. Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 23, 295-305.  

 
Rafatu, A.H., and Sanusi, A.R. 2016. Challenges and Negative Effects of Divorce 

among Muslim Women in Northern Nigeria.Journal of Arts and 
Humanities  

 
Raley K, and Bumpass L. 2003. The topography of the divorce plateau: Levels 

and trends in union stability in the United States after 1980. Demographic 
Research. 2003;8:245–259.  

 
Randal D. D, and Alan A. 2013. ―Marital Well-Being and Religiousness as 

Mediated by Relational Virtue and Equality.‖ Journal of Marriage & 
Family 75 (2013): 164–77.   

 
Renaud, K. Y., Marshall, P. K., Harris, C. S and Lee, P. R.  2007. The Prevention 

and Relationship Enhancement Program. Retrieved September, 2017, 
from http://www.prepinc.com 

 
Renick, M.J., Blumberg, S. and Markman, H. 1992. The prevention and 

relationship enhancement approach (PREP): An empirically based 
preventive intervention program for couples. Family Relations, 41 (2), 
141-147.  

 



225 

Rennison C.M., and Welchans, S. 2002. Intimate Partner Violence.Bureau of 
JusticeStatistics.RetrievedFrom:http://www.popcenter.org/problems/dome
stic_violen ce/PDFs/Rennison&Welchans_2000.pdf on August 31, 2018   

 
Rezaeanlangroodi, R., Aziznazahad, M., and Hashemi, M. 2011. The 

Investigation of two treatment packages on marriage criteria from the view 
points of Iranian University  

 
Risi S, Gerhardstein R, Kistner J, 2003. Children's classroom peer relationships 

and subsequent educational outcomes. J Clin Child Adolesc Psychol. 
2003;32(3):351-361. doi:10.1207/S15374424JCCP3203_04  

 
Rogers, R. G. 1995. Marriage, sex, and mortality. Journal of Marriage and 

Family. 1995;57:515–526.  
 
Ronzani, R. 2007. Christian Marriage. Nairobi: Paulines Publication.  
 
Rose, K. L and Rose, R. W. 2015. Till violence does us part: The differing roles 

of communication and aggression in predicting adverse marital outcomes. 
Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 67, 340-351.  

 
Ross, E. T., Mirowsky, P. Y and Goldsteen, W. F. 2015.Job satisfaction, job 

performance and marital satisfaction among dual-worker Malay 
couples.The International Journal of Interdisciplinary Social Science, 
5(3), 299-305.  

 
Roth, U. E. 1988. The impact of marriage enrichment on enhancement of 

intimacy among couples without problem, M.A. Thesis in Counseling, 
University of Rehabilitation Sciences and Social Welfare.  

 
Sabatelli, J. S and Ripoll, A. W. 2004. The effectiveness of the art and science of 

love, a workshop for 43 couples, 1999-2003. Unpublished manuscript. 
 
Sadrjahani, E. T., Lewis, T. F., Rook, J. T and Schwarzer, P. K. 2011.Postmodern 

collaborative and person-centered therapies: What would Carl Rogers say? 
Journal of Family Therapy, 23, 339-360.  

 
Sadrjahani, R. T., Etemadi, Y. J., Sadipour, P. T and Arian, R. T. 2010.The State 

of our Unions: The Social Health of Marriage in America. The National 



226 

Marriage Project, Rutgers University. Retrieved August 3, 2016 from 
http://marriage.rutgers.edu 

 
Sadrjahani, T. Y, Marshall, P. K., Harris, C. S and Lee, P. R. 2011. Effects of 

imago therapy Training techniques (imago relationship) on marital 
intimacy of drug addicted couples, research papers, the journal Addiction 
Journal, Site www.noormags.com    

 
Safran, Y. R and Segal, E. P. 2010. The relationship of conflict resolution styles 

and certain marital satisfaction factors to marital distress.The Family 
Journal: Counseling and Therapy for Couples and Families, 9(3), 259-
264.  

 
Salami, J. K and Bakare, T. Y. 2001. Enlarging the understanding of marital 

commitment via religious devoutness, gender role preferences, and locus 
of marital control. Journal of Family Issues, 8(1), 136 - 156.  

 
Salami, S. O. 2000a. Relationship between work-role Salience and career maturity 

among high school students in Nigeria. Ife Journal of Behavioural 
Research (IJOBRE) 2, (1&2), 98-107.  

 
Sanchez, L., and Gager, C. T. 2000. Hard living, perceived entitlement to a great 

marriage, and marital dissolution. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62, 
708 – 722.   

 
Scheeren, P. 2016. Comportamentos de Infidelidade Conjugal: A construção de 

um instrumento (Tese de doutorado, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
do Sul, Porto Alegre, RS, Brasil)  

 
Schramm, K. T. 2012. The relationship between spirituality and resilience of 

families with the mediating role of quality of communication in family, 
Journal of Psychological Methods and Models, Y. 2, pp. 63-79.  

 
Schramm, T. E., Marshall, P. K., Harris, C. S and Lee, P. R. 2012. Marital 

reconciliation: A long and winding road. Journal of Psychology and 
Christianity, 22(3), 30 - 42.  

 
Schrum, T. E. 2010. Marital satisfaction and spousal cost-infliction.Personality 

and Individual Differences, 28, 917-928. 



227 

 
Schumm, F. D., Bollman, R. Y and Jurich, P. L. 2015. Altering the course of 

marriage: The effect of PREP communication skills acquisition on 
couples‘ risk of becoming maritally distressed. Journal of Family 
Psychology, 17 (1), 41-53  

 
Scott, E. C., Sandberg, B. D., Harper, A. P and Miller, V. Y. 2012. Effectiveness 

of teaching Imago (Visualization Communication) group training on 
marital intimacy of drug addicts and their spouses, Researches on 
Addiction, Y.  

 
Seabi, A. T. 2009. Marriage, Cohabitation and Domestic Violence in 

Mpumalanga. 
Retrievedfrom:https://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/27841/dis
sert ation.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y on 31/08/2018  

 
Seoul, C. F., Daejeon, R. N., Daegu, S. X and Busan, K. P. 2017. Clinical 

Psychologists‘ religious and spiritual orientations and their practice of
psychotherapy. Psychotherapy: Theory, Research, Practice, Training, 27, 
72 78.  

 
Shamloo, F. V. 2007. Marital quality and marital stability: A reply. Journal of 

Marriage and Family, 43(4), 782-783.  
 
Shehan, C. L., Bock, E. W., and Lee, G. R. 1990. Religious heterogamy, 

religiosity and marital happiness: The case of Catholics. Journal of 
Marriage and the Family, 52, 73–79.  

 
Shehan, D. R., Bock, S. B and Lee, F. L. 1990. Three perspectives on clients‘

experiences of the therapeutic alliance: A discovery-oriented investigation. 
Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, 32, 355-368.  

 
Shlomo A. S. 1996. ―Long-term Successful Marriages in Israel.‖ Contemporary

Family Therapy 18 (1996): 225–42.  
 
Sierra, H. T and Buela-Casal, A. D. 2004.Critical incidents in the formation of the 

therapeutic alliance from the client's perspective. Psychotherapy: Theory, 
Research, Practice, Training, 42, 311-323.  

 



228 

Sifertz, A., and Schoartz, B. 2010. Spouses' demand and withdrawal during 
marital conflict in relation to their subjective well-being. Journal of Social 
and Personal Relationships. 28(2) 262–277 

 
Sigalow, E., Shain, M. and Bergy, M. R. 2012. Religion and Decisions about 

Marriage, Residence, Occupation, and Children.‖ Journal for the Scientific 
Study of Religion 51 (2012): 304–23.     

 
Silliman, B., Stanley, S. M., Coffin, W., Markman, H. J and Jordan, P. L. 2015. 

Preventive interventions for couples. In H. Liddle, D. Santisteban, R. 
Levant, and J. Bray (Eds.), Family psychology: Science based 
interventions (pp. 123146). Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association.   

 
Simiyu, J. W. 2001. Factors, which influence the teaching of technical and 

vocational Subjects in primary schools in Uasin Gishu, District. Eldoret: 
Moi University (Department of educational communication). MA 
dissertation (unpublished).  

 
Sinha, J.N.P.& Verma , J. (1992). Social support as a moderator of the 

relationship between alcoholism and psychological well-being. Social and 
applied issues.  

 
Sloan, R. Y., Bagiella, K. P and Powell, A. D. 2009. Learning psychotherapy. 

New York: Norton.  
 
Smith, E.A., M.B. Mulder, S. Bowles, and K. Hill. 2011. Wealth Inequality in 

Foraging, Horticultural, Pastoral, and Agricultural Populations." Current 
Anthropology 52(4):579-80.   

 
Smock, P. J, Manning W. D., and Gupta S. 1999. The effect of marriage and 

divorce on women‘s  economic  well-being. American  Sociological 
Review. 1999;64:794–812.  

 
Snow, K. R., and Compton, S. H. 2016. Making numbers talk: Language in 

therapy. In S. Friedman (Ed.), The new language of change (pp. 5–24). 
New York: Guilford.  

 



229 

Snyder, T. G., Wills, A. K and Keiser, P. I. 2011. Tales of solutions: A collection 
of hope inspiring stories. New York: Norton.  

 
Spilerman, S. 2000. "Wealth and Stratification Processes." Annual Review of 

Sociology 26:497-524.  
 
Sorokowski, Piotr & Randall, Ashley & Groyecka, Agata & Frackowiak, Tomasz 

& Cantarero, Katarzyna & Hilpert, Peter & Ahmadi, Khodabakhsh & 
Alghraibeh, Ahmad & Aryeetey, Richmond & Bertoni, Anna & Bettache, 
Karim & Błażejewska, Marta & Bodenmann, Guy & Soares Bortolini,
Tiago & Bosc, Carla & Butovskaya, Marina & Castro, Felipe & 
Cetinkaya, Hakan & Cunha, Diana & Sorokowska, Agnieszka. 2017. 
Marital Satisfaction, Sex, Age, Marriage Duration, Religion, Economic 
Status, Education, and Collectivistic Values: Data from 33 Countries. 
Frontiers in Psychology. 8. 1-7. 10.3389/fpsyg.2017.01199.  

 
Sprenkle, F. S., Davis, E. Y and Lebow, K. U. 2009. Veiled morality: Notes on 

discretion in psychiatry. In P. Drew and J. Heritage (Eds.), Talk at work: 
Interactions in institutional settings (pp. 137- 162). Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press.  

 
Sroufe, L. A., & Waters, E. 1977. Attachment as an organizational construct. 

Child Development, 48(4), 1184–1199.  
 
Stanley, S. M., Markman, H. J., St. Peters, M and Leer, B. D. 1995. Strengthening 

marriages and prevention of divorce: New directions in prevention 
research. Family Relations, 44, 392-401.  

 
Stanley, S.M. 2001. Making a case for premarital education. Family Relations, 50, 

272-280.  
 
Stanley, S.M., Amato, P.R., Johnson, C.A. and Markman, H.J. 2001. Premarital 

education, marital quality, and marital stability: findings from a large, 
random household survey. Journal of Family Psychology 20(1), 117-126.  

Steger, M., Kashdan, T., Sullivan, B., and Lorentz, D. (2008). Understanding the 
Search for Meaning in Life: Personality, Cognitive Style, and the Dynamic 
Between Seeking and Experiencing Meaning. Journal of Personality. 76. 
199-228. 10.1111/j.1467-6494.2007.00484.x. 

 



230 

Stolzenberg, T. Y., Blair-Loy, P. I and Waite, S. C. 2005. Transitional regularities 
for ‗casual‘ ‗Okay‘ usages.Journal of Pragmatics, 19, 325-352. 

 
Sudani, K. R and Shafiabadi, A. E. 2009. Systemic treatment selection and 

prescriptive psychotherapy. In J. Norcross and M. R. Goldfried (Eds.), 
Handbook of psychotherapy integration (pp. 121-143). New York: Oxford 
University Press.  

 
Sullivan, F. L. 2001. Compatibility, Leisure, and Satisfaction in Marital 

Relationships.Journal of Marriage and Family, 64(2), 433- 449.  
 
Sullivan, K.T. 2001. Understanding the relationship between religiosity and 

marriage: An investigation of the immediate and longitudinal effects of 
religiosity on newlywed couples. Journal of Family Psychology, 15(4), 
610 – 626.  

 
Sussman, L.M and Alexander, C.M. 1999. How religiosity and ethnicity affect 

marital satisfaction for Jewish - Christian couples. Journal of Mental 
Health Counseling, 21(2), 173 -185.  

 
Taylor, R. J., and Chatters, L. M. 1988. Church members as a source of informal 

social support. Review of Religious Research, 30, 193-203.   
 
Taylor-Brown, R. H., Kilpatrick, P. K and Maunsell, Y. H. 2010. New Marriage 

and Divorce Statistics Released. The Barna Group of Ventura, California  
 
Templin, D.P., & Martin, M.J. 1999. The Relationship between Religious 

Orientation, Gender, and  Drinking Patterns among Catholic College 
Students.  

 
The Holy Bible New International Version 1984: Bangkok International Bible 

Society. The National Center for Health Statistics. 2015. Information on 
marital workshops. Retrieved September 15, 2010 from 
http://www.gottman.com/54740/CouplesWorkshops.html  

 
The National Vital Statistics Reports. 2003. Information on the healthy marriage 

initiative. Retrieved on September 15, 2009 from 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/healthymarriage 

 



231 

The Statistics Korea. 2008. Speech genres and other late essays (V. W. McGee, 
Trans.). Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.  

 
Thibaut, B. R and Kelly, P. F. 1959.Functional impairment and coping style. In J. 

C. Norcross (Ed.), Psychotherapy relationships that work: Therapist 
contributions and responsiveness to patient needs (pp. 145- 170). New 
York: Oxford University Press.  

 
This Day 2015. Marital Dissatisfaction: When law fails to protect. Retrieved from 

http://www.thisdaylive.com.   
 
Thornton, T. I. 2015. Navigating joint projects with dialogue. Cognitive Science, 

27, 195-225.  
 
Tim B. H, and Stan L. A. 1991. ―Stable Unhappy Marriages.‖ Journal of 

Marriage & Family 53 (1991): 747–58.   
 
Timm, A. E. 2009. Ongoing evaluation: In-session procedures for enhancing the 

working alliance and therapy effectiveness. The American Journal of 
Family Therapy, 23, 161-172.  

 
Tloczynski,  K.  B  and  Fritzsch,  A.  D.  2015. 

 Toward a theory  of schizophrenia.Behavioral Science, 1, 251-
264. 

 
Tooby, K. R and Cosmides, R. P. 2005.The Interpretation of cultures. New York: 

Basic Books.  
 
Trail, T. E, and Karney B. R. 2012. What‘s (not) wrong with low-income 

marriages. Journal of Marriage and Family. 2012;74:413–427.  
 
Udobang, W. 2018. We Are Brought Up to Think Suffering This Violence is Ok: 

Domestic Abuse in Nigeria. Lagos, Nigeria. Retrieved 5th January, 2018.  
 
U.S. Census Bureau. 2000. Statistical abstract of the United States: 2000. 

Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.   
 
U.S. Census Bureau. 2003. Steps to an ecology of mind. San Francisco: Chandler.  
 



232 

Umberson, C. G. 2007.Marital harmony. In E. A. Uwe and A. E. Obot (eds.). 
Marriage counselling: Issues and solutions. Calabar: Pyramid Computer.  

 
United Nations, 2002. General Assembly Declaration on the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women.  
 
USAID, 2002. Economic and Social Council.Report of the working group on 

violence against women. Vienna: United Nations. 
E/CN.6/WG.2/1992/L.3.   

 
Ushie, M. A., Emeka, J. O., Ononga, G. I., & Owolabi, E. O. (2012). Influence of 

family structure on students‘ academic performance in Agege local
 government area, Lagos state, Nigeria. European Journal of 
Educational  Studies, 4, 177-187.  

 
Vanguard Newspaper. 2015. I Beat My Wife for Refusing Sex, Man Tells Court 

in Ikorodu, Lagos. 35-37. Retrieved http://www.vanguardnewspaper.ng on 
29/08/2015.   

 
Vanguard Newspaper. 2016. Several cases of Domestic Violence. Retrieved from  

http://www.vanguardnewspaper.ng on 29/09/2016.   
 
Veisi, A. 2009. Effectiveness of Communicational Visualization Approach on 

marital satisfaction, Journal of Knowledge and Research in Applied 
Psychology, Issue 42, pp. 92-107.   

 
Veissey, D. T. 2007. Religiosity, sexual gratification, and marital satisfaction. 

American Sociological Review, 22,300 – 305  
 
Visher, E. B., and Visher, J. S. 1993. Remarriage families and stepparenting. In F. 

Walsh (Ed.), Normal family processes (2nd ed., pp. 235-253). New York, 
NY: Guilford Press  

  
Volberg, R. A. (1994). The prevalence and demographics of pathological 

gamblers: Implications for public health. American Journal of Public 
Health, 84(2), 237–241. 

 
Voydanoff, P. 1990. Economic distress and family relations: A review of the 

eighties. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 52, 1099-1115.   



233 

 
Waite, L.J and Gallagher, M. 2015.The Case for Marriage: Why Married People 

are Happier, Healthier, and Better off Financially. New York: Doubleday.   
 
Waller M. R. 2008. How do disadvantaged parents view tensions in their 

relationships? Insights for relationship longevity among at-risk couples. 
Family Relations. 2008;57(2):128–143.  

 
Walsh, K. Y. 2009. Talk and social structure. Cambridge, UK: Polity.  
 
Walsh, K. Y. 2016. Empathy. In J. C. Norcross (Ed.), Psychotherapy 

relationships that work: Therapist contributions and responsiveness to 
patients (pp. 89108). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.   

 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania 1996: Marital Covenants.  
 
Watzlawick, R. T., Bavelas, A. S and Jackson, P. B. 2007. Theory and research on 

the therapeutic working alliance: New directions. In A. O. Horvath and L. 
S. Greenberg (Eds.), The working alliance: Theory, research, and practice 
(pp. 13-37). New York: Wiley.  

 
Weigle, J. B. 2016.The Impact of participating in an Imago therapy. Workshop on 

Marital satisfaction Unpublished doctoral dissertation Walden University    
 
Weihs, R. E., Enright, A. F., Howe, M. C and Simmens, P. T. 2009. Incorporating 

Religion/Spirituality into Treatment for Serious Mental Illness, Cognitive 
and Behavioral Practice; 17, 348-357    

 
Whiffen, C. N. 2016. Marital dissatisfaction and incidence of major depressive 

episode in a community sample. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 108 
(4), 674-678  

 
White, L. and Rogers, S. 2000. Economic circumstances and family outcomes: A 

review of the  1900s. Journal of Marriage and the Family. 62, 1035-1051. 
 
White, Y. R and Booth, S. W. 2001. Relating competence-promotion and 

empowerment. Journal of Progressive Human Services, 5(l), 27-44.  
 



234 

Wilcox W. B. 2009.The State of our Unions Marriage in America 2009. Money & 
Marriage. National Marriage Project, University of Virginia.  

 
Wilcox, W. B. and Dew, J. 2008. No One Best Way: Work-Family Strategies, the 

Gendered Division of Parenting, and the Contemporary Marriages of 
Mothers and Fathers. Unpublished manuscript, Department of Sociology, 
University of Virginia.   

 
Wilson, J. V and Filsinger, B. I. 1986. Theory in the practice of psychotherapy. In 

P. Guerin (Ed.), Family therapy (pp. 42-90). New York: Gardner.  
 
Wiser. J. T and Goldfried, A. S. 2013. Milan systemic family therapy: 

Conversations in theory and practice. New York: Basic Books.  
 
Woodhead, J. S and Catto, A. E. 2009. The process of enabling change: A study 

of therapist interventions in family therapy. Journal of Family Therapy, 
20, 253267.  

 
World Health Organisation, 2014. Intimate Partner Violence. Retrieved from 

http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/world_report/fac
tshe ets on 01/09/2015.   

 
World Health Organization (WHO). 2010. A state of complete physical mental 

and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. 
Available from: www.who.int/about/definition/en/print 

 
Worthington, C. F. 1990. Identification, subjectivity, and power in feminist 

psychotherapy. In J. Siegfried (Ed.), Therapeutic and everyday discourse 
as behavior change: Towards a micro-analysis in psychotherapy process 
research (pp. 469-489). Norwood, NJ: Ablex.  

 
Worthington, C. F., Watzlawick, R. T., Bavelas, A. S and Jackson, P. B. 2005. 

Blame-account sequences in therapy: The negotiation of relational 
meanings. Semiotica, 78, 219-247.  

 
Worthington, C. F., Watzlawick, R. T., Bavelas, A. S and Jackson, P. B. 2003. 

The study of language.Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  
 



235 

Young, J. C. 2003. Marital satisfaction and work life balance: A viewpoint 
indispensable to mitigating fertility decline. A seminar paper at the 
Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan, September  

 
Zainah, A.Z., Nasir, R., Ruzy, S.H. and Nuraini, M.Y. 2012. Effects of  

Treatments on Marital Satisfaction. Asian Social Science , 8 (9), 46-49.   
 
Zanjani, H. A., and Baghait, Z. 2014. The effect of therapies, on marital 

satisfaction (A case study of Teachers' in Karaj).Journal of Specialized 
Social Science , 10 (39), 13-39.  

 
Zhou, A. D. 2003. Causal attribution as a mediator between religiosity and marital 

satisfaction (Abstract).Dissertation Abstracts International. B. The 
Sciences and Engineering, 59(3), 1388.  

 
Zielinski, A. W. 1999. Hypothesising, circularity and neutrality revisited: An 

invitation to curiosity. Family Process, 26, 405-413.  
 
Zill, J. W and Nord, R. F. 1994.Irreverence: A strategy for therapists’ survival.

London: Karnac.  
 
Zinnbauer, D. F., Pargament, T. U and Scott, P. L. 2009. A science of couple 

therapy: For what should we seek empirical support? In W. M. Pinsof and 
J. Lebow (Eds.), Family psychology: The art of the science (pp. 43-64). 
New York: Oxford University Press.  

  



236 

APPENDIX I  

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE  

    UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN  

FACULTY OF EDUCATION  

DEPARTMENT OF GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING  

De.ar R.esp.ondent,  

This qu.esti.onnai.re is d.es.ign.ed to el.ic.it inf.ormati.on on the; Imago Re.lati.onsh.ip 

and int.egrat.ive Beh.avio.ur.al couple Th.er.api.es on M.arit.al Dissatis.facti.on of 

M.arri.ed Ind.iv.idu.als of Cath.ol.ic Ch.urch.es in Lag.os State. You ar.e impl.or.ed 

to f.ill the qu.esti.onnai.re with s.inc.erity and faithfuln.ess. Yo.ur r.esp.ons.es w.ill be 

us.ed f.or r.ese.arch pu.rp.ose only and h.igh l.ev.el of c.onf.identi.ality is gu.arantee.  

SECTION A: P.ers.on.al Data  

Please t.ick (√) the appr.opriate opti.on and f.ill in the g.ap wh.er.e n.ec.ess.ary.  

1. A.ge: B.elow 35 Ye.ars (      ), 36-40 Ye.ars (       ), Ab.ove 41 Ye.ars (        )  

2. A.ge at M.arria.ge: B.elow 3 Ye.ars (       ), Ab.ove 3 Ye.ars (       )  

3. Sex: M.ale (         ),    F.em.ale (         )  

4. Tr.ib.e: Y.oruba (        ),  Igbo  (        ), H.ausa (         ), Oth.ers    (          )  

5. Numb.er of Ch.ild.ren: N.one (      ), B.elow 3 Ch.ild.ren (    ), Ab.ove 3 

Ch.ild.ren (      )  

SECTION B: MARITAL DISSATISFACTION SCALE (MDS)  

INSTRUCTION: Please t.ick (√) in the appr.opriate c.olumn  

NOTE: SA-Str.ongly Ag.ree, A-Ag.ree, D- Disag.ree, SD-Str.ongly Disag.ree  

  S/N                                ITEMS   SA  A  D  SD  

1.  When we qu.ar.re.l, my spouse h.elps us to f.ind a 
m.idw.ay  

    

2.  S.om.eti.m.es I want to le.ave my spouse      

3.  I do n.ot fe.el l.ike exh.ibit.ing l.ove to my spouse      

4.  I cann.ot imag.ine a l.ife witho.ut my spouse      

5.  We do n.ot h.ave any c.omm.on t.op.ics to t.alk 
abo.ut with my spouse  

    

6.  We alw.ays f.ind a w.ay to r.es.olve dis.pu.t.es     
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b.et.ween us (.if any)  

7.  I be.li.eve that I can c.ope with any pr.obl.ems with 
my spouse  

    

8.  O.ur re.lati.onsh.ip alw.ays m.ak.es me unh.appy      

9.  We n.ev.er g.et b.or.ed when we ar.e t.og.eth.er      

10.  I h.ave m.or.e fun with my friends than I do with 
my spouse  

    

11.  Th.er.e ar.e a l.ot of s.erious pr.obl.ems we cann.ot 
c.ope with in o.ur re.lati.onsh.ip  

    

12.  I th.ink we do n.ot l.ove each oth.er suff.ic.iently      

13.  I s.om.eti.m.es fe.el v.ery l.on.ely      

14.  I th.ink s.om.e of the imp.ortant ne.eds in o.ur 
re.lati.onsh.ip w.er.e n.ot m.et  

    

15.  I s.om.eti.m.es th.ink that o.ur m.arria.ge m.ay end 
up with s.ep.arati.on or d.iv.orce  

    

16.  My spouse enj.oys spend.ing his/h.er f.ree-ti.me 
with me  

    

17.  We ar.e l.ike two strang.ers in the house      

18.  I should n.ot h.ave a m.arria.ge l.ife l.ike this      

19.  S.om.eti.m.es the c.onfl.ict b.et.ween us c.ont.inu.es 
f.or s.ev.er.al d.ays  

    

20.  Th.er.e ar.e th.ings dis.appo.int.ing me in o.ur 
re.lati.onsh.ip  

    

21  My spouse do.es n.ot w.ill.ingly hug and kiss me      

22  O.ur little disag.re.em.ents often t.urns in.to a 
c.ontentious d.ebate  

    

23  We ar.e n.ot cl.ose enough to each oth.er with my 
spouse  

    

24  I would be h.appi.er if I had n.ot st.art.ed this 
re.lati.onsh.ip  

    

25  My spouse do.es n.ot show enough int.er.est to me     
 

  SECTION C: RELIGIOSITY SCALE  

S/N  ITEMS  SA  A  D  SD  

1.  I h.ave the idea that I entrust mys.elf m.or.e and 
m.or.e to G.od  
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2.  My re.l.igi.on supp.orts my sense of s.elf-.este.em 
and identity  

    

3.  Know.ing G.od‘s l.ove is fund.am.ent.al f.or my 
l.ife  

    

4.  The mean.ing and s.ign.if.icance of my l.ife is in 
my re.lati.onsh.ip with G.od  

    

5.  I be.li.eve s.inc.er.e.ly, n.ot ma.inly o.ut of 
obl.igati.on or fe.ar  

    

6.  In ti.m.es of tri.al and tr.ibu.lati.on I trust in G.od      

7.  I am w.ill.ing to be accountable to G.od and my 
f.ellow humans abo.ut my w.ay of l.ife  

    

8.  My faith is orient.ed to v.alu.es that transcend 
phys.ic.al and s.oc.i.al ne.eds  

    

9.  O.ut of my sense that G.od l.ov.es human be.ings, 
I pu.rs.ue to l.ove my f.ellow man  

    

10.  My faith infl.uenc.es all ar.eas of my l.ife      

11.  The d.ev.el.op.ment of my p.ers.on.ality and my 
faith infl.uence each oth.er m.utu.ally  

    

12.  As a p.ers.on I am only fully c.ompl.ete in a 
re.lati.onsh.ip with G.od  

    

13.  F.or me, pr.ay.ing f.or and do.ing just.ice be.l.ong 
t.og.eth.er inextr.icably  

    

14.  I pu.rs.ue h.igh.er v.alu.es such as l.ove, tr.uth and 
just.ice  

    

15.  My sense of s.elf-.este.em is c.onn.ect.ed to who I 
am and n.ot so much to what I h.ave  

    

16.  The exp.erience of G.od in my l.ife m.ot.iv.at.es 
me to d.ec.ide f.or the g.oo.d, even if this is 
d.iff.icult  

    

 

SECTION D: S.oc.io-Ec.on.om.ic Status Sc.ale (SES)  
1. Sex:
 M.ale…………………………….F.em.ale……………………………..  
2. Ye.ars in M.arria.ge: ……………………………….  
3. How many c.ars do you h.ave ……………  
M.ot.orb.ik.es……..…………………..  
4. Coupl.es occupati.on
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Please t.ick (√) in the appr.opriate opti.on   

      A  B  C  D  E   

 Prof.essi.on.al 
e.g.  
Law  
Eng.ine.er.ing 
M.ed.ic.ine  
Se.ni.or C.iv.il- 
S.er.vant  
Prof.ess.or  
L.ectu.r.er  
Manag.er  
Graduate   
Teach.er  
Se.ni.or 
Armyoff.ic.er 
Cl.ergy   

Off.ice 
Cl.erk 
W.ork.er 
n.ongraduate 
Teach.er  
N.urse  
P.ol.ice   
S.oldi.er  
W.ork.er   

Trad.er Bus.in.ess 
man  
Bus.in.essw.oman 

Cr.aftsman  
Artisan   
Dr.iv.er  
M.esseng.er 

F.arm.er   
Fish.erman 

P.artn.er 
S.elf   

     

 

5. Est.imate of f.am.ily inc.om.e p.er m.onth:   

L.ess than 30, 000 p.er m.onth (   ); 30, 000 – 50, 000 p.er m.onth (   ); 51, 000 – 

100, 000 p.er m.onth (   ); 101,000 – 150, 000 p.er m.onth (   ); 150, 000 ab.ove p.er 

m.onth (  ). 

6. Educati.on.al l.ev.el of couple: Please t.ick (√) the appr.opriate opti.on   

 

 

 P.artn.er   S.elf   

a. No Scho.ol.ing     

b. El.em.ent.ary Scho.ol     

c. S.ec.ond.ary Scho.ol or Teach.er Tra.in.ing    

d. Prof.essi.on.al Tra.in.ing f.or Cl.ergy,  

Trade-Scho.ol   
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e. H.igh.er than a-d b.ut n.ot Un.iv.ersity  

Graduate   

  

f. Un.iv.ersity Graduate (1st D.eg.ree)    

g. Ab.ove F.irst D.eg.ree    

 

7. Coupl.es‘ r.es.idence:   

 

Please t.ick (√) the appr.opriate opti.on   

    Couple   Own  

House   

C.ompany/G.ov.ern.ment/Un.iv.ersity 

Qu.art.ers   

Rent.ed  

House   

   P.artn.er   

 

   

   S.elf   

 

   

 

8. P.ut an X in the appr.opriate space. If in rent.ed house, state wh.eth.er it is   

(a)A f.lat (   ), (b) Two ro.oms (   ), (c) One ro.om (   )  

9. Do you h.ave the f.ollow.ing? P.ut an X in the appr.opriate space  

Radio  (   ), T.V S.et (   ), R.efr.ig.erat.or (   ), F.reez.er (   ), Gas/El.ectr.ic Co.ok.er (   ), 

V.ideo Mach.ine (   )  

10. Do you h.ave the f.ollow.ing? P.ut an X in the appr.opriate space  

Ex.ec.ut.ive F.ur.nitu.re (   ), Cushi.on W.oo.den F.ur.nitu.re (   ), Ir.on Cha.ir (   ), Mat  

(   )  

11. Do you h.ave the f.ollow.ing? P.ut an X in the appr.opriate space  

L.ibr.ary (   ), Bo.ok Sh.elv.es (   ), P.eri.od.ic.als (   ), Newsp.ap.er (   ), N.oth.ing re.lat.ed 

(   )   
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PARTICIPANT INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
    Un.iv.ersity of Ibadan, Ibadan 
                                     D.ept. of Couns.ell.ing and Human Development Studies,  
    Faculty of Educati.on,     
    Ibadan, Oyo State. 
                                     F.ebru.ary, 2020  
De.ar S.ir/Ma,  

IMAGO RELATIONSHIP AND INTEGRATIVE BEHAVIOURAL 
COUPLE THERAPIES ON MARITAL DISSATISFACTION AMONG 

MARRIED  
INDIVIDUALS OF CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN LAGOS STATE, 

NIGERIA  
 
The pu.rp.ose of this study is to h.elp m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als of cath.ol.ic ch.urch.es in 

Lag.os State t.reat m.arit.al dissatis.facti.on us.ing imago re.lati.onsh.ip and int.egrat.ive 

beh.avio.ur.al couple th.er.api.es. The r.ese.arch.er is a PhD student at the D.ep.art.ment 

of Gu.idance and Couns.ell.ing, Faculty of Educati.on at the Un.iv.ersity of Ibadan. 

Yo.ur p.art.ic.ipati.on in this study is v.olunt.ary. You m.ay d.ecl.ine to p.art.ic.ipate. If 

you d.ec.ide to p.art.ic.ipate, you m.ay withdraw yo.ur c.onsent at any ti.me witho.ut 

pen.alty. You h.ave the r.ight to d.ecl.ine to answ.er any qu.esti.on(s) you ch.oo.se. The 

pr.oc.edu.re w.ill t.ake a m.onth and a h.alf (8 we.eks) to c.ompl.ete the t.reat.ment 

pr.ogr.am.me. Th.er.e is an additi.on.al opti.on to p.art.ic.ipate in FGD int.erview of fo.ur 

qu.esti.ons and appro.xi.mat.ely 50 m.in.ut.es in length. The l.ectu.r.es and f.ill.ing of 

qu.esti.onnai.r.es, and couns.ell.ing t.alks to be d.el.iv.er.ed w.ill be f.or abo.ut one ho.ur 

once a we.ek.  

Yo.ur r.esp.ons.es w.ill be c.onf.identi.al. All p.ers.on.ally ident.ifiable inf.ormati.on 

c.oll.ect.ed, such as yo.ur n.am.e and t.el.eph.one numb.er, w.ill be st.or.ed s.ep.arat.ely by 

the r.ese.arch.er only. Please be inf.orm.ed that ph.ot.ogr.aphs w.ill be t.aken in the 

co.urse of the t.reat.ment pr.ogr.am.me and w.ill only be us.ed in the f.in.al r.ep.ort as 

ev.idence that the pr.ogr.am.me was actu.ally c.arri.ed o.ut. The r.esults of this study 

w.ill be us.ed f.or sch.ol.arly pu.rp.os.es and th.er.e is the p.otenti.al f.or yo.ur r.esp.ons.es 

to be qu.ot.ed in the f.in.al r.ep.ort. You m.ay d.ecl.ine to h.ave yo.ur r.esp.ons.es qu.ot.ed 

(see be.low) b.ut st.ill p.art.ic.ipate in the study. You m.ay withdraw yo.ur c.onsent to 
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h.ave yo.ur r.esp.ons.es qu.ot.ed in the f.in.al r.ep.ort at any ti.me by c.ontact.ing the 

r.ese.arch.er.   

The r.ese.arch.er is a P.ost-Graduate (PhD) cand.idate at the ab.ove addr.ess.  Please 

be assu.r.ed that m.arri.ed ind.iv.idu.als stand to ben.efit g.reatly.  

Thanks f.or the ant.ic.ipat.ed co.op.erati.on.  

Yo.urs s.inc.er.e.ly,  

UDEH GODFREY EMEKA  

 

With the p.ermissi.on of the scho.ol au.th.oriti.es, yo.ur c.onsent is h.er.e.by be.ing 

sought. Please s.el.ect (t.ick) yo.ur cho.ice be.low:  

              You h.ave read the ab.ove inf.ormati.on  

              You v.olunt.ar.ily ag.ree to p.art.ic.ipate  

  You v.olunt.ar.ily ag.ree to h.ave yo.ur r.esp.ons.es qu.ot.ed in the f.in.al 

r.ep.ort  

   You v.olunt.ar.ily ag.ree to h.ave yo.ur ph.ot.ogr.aph us.ed in the f.in.al 

r.ep.ort  

               I do n.ot wish to p.art.ic.ipate in this study   

NAME OF PARTICIPANT:_________________________________  

SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT: ___________________________  

DATE:___________________________________________________  
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UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN  

FACULTY OF EDUCATION  

DEPARTMENT OF GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING  

 

Dear Respondent,  

The study is designed to elicit information on the effects of Imago Relationship 

and Integrative Behavioural Couple Therapies on Marital Dissatisfaction 

Among Married Individuals of Catholic Churches in Lagos State. You are 

implored to discuss the questions with sincerity and openness. Your response will 

be used for research purpose only and a high level of confidentiality is 

guaranteed. 

 

 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE  

 

NOTE: The researcher must have briefed the participants about the purpose 

of the study  

1. How would you describe marital dissatisfaction?  

2. What are the causes of marital dissatisfaction?  

3. How can marital dissatisfaction be managed among couples?  

4. How can marital satisfaction be enhanced among couples?  
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APPENDIX III 

 

                   FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION: ONE  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO LAGOS. 
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FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION: ONE  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO LAGOS 
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FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION: TWO  

@  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH, AGUDA, 

SURULERE  
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ROLE PLAY OF COUPLE‟S DIALOGUE  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS   
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ROLE PLAY OF COUPLE‟S DIALOGUE  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS   
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ROLE PLAY OF COUPLE‟S DIALOGUE  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS   
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IMAGO THERAPY  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS   
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IMAGO THERAPY  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS
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IMAGO THERAPY  

@  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, ABULE-OSHUN, 

OJO, LAGOS
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INTEGRATIVE BEHAVI0URAL COUPLE THERAPY (IBCT)  

@  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH, AGUDA, SURULERE  
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INTEGRATIVE BEHAVI0URAL COUPLE THERAPY (IBCT)  

@  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH, AGUDA, SURULERE  
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INTEGRATIVE BEHAVI0URAL COUPLE THERAPY (IBCT)  

@  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH, AGUDA, SURULERE  
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INTEGRATIVE BEHAVI0URAL COUPLE THERAPY (IBCT)  

@  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH, AGUDA, SURULERE  


